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NOTICE. 

The " American Numismatic and Arch^ological Society," having 
decided to discontinue the publication of the " Anierican Journal of Numis- 
matics," the undersigned — a Committee of the " Boston Numismatic Society" — 
have undertaken to continue its issue for the ensuing year. 

The price of the Journal will be reduced from three to two dollars, in 
advance, and issued quarterly. It will contain at least the number of pages of 
the previous volumes. 

Your subscription and kind offices are requested in aid of this work, as a 
much larger circulation is very desirable, in consequence of the reduced 
price, and a desire on the part of the Committee to make it quite equal to 
its former well-sustained reputation. 

The first number will appear in July, and afterwards as early on the 
commencement of the quarter as possible. Your remittance for a yearly 
subscription is^confidently requested. 

WILLIAM SUMNER APPLETON, 
SAMUEL ABBOTT GREEN, 
JEREMIAH C OLBURN. 



Gentlemen to whom the Journal is sent will please remit the amount of 
Subscription, if they have not done so. Acknowledgment of payments will 
be made in each number of the Journal. 

In case of refusal, {we hope there zvill be none,) please return to 

JEREMIAH COLBURN, 

17 Bromfid J Street^ Boston y M<iss. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

It seems proper that the new Editorial Committee should make some 
address to the patrons and readers of the Journal. This Committee feels 
inclined, however, simply to express its regret at being called to undertake 
the duty, and to repeat again and again the wish that the former Editors 
might have continued in charge of the work. All the members are so 
impressed with the weight of the labors they have accepted, that beyond this 
there really seems little to be said. The Journal has occupied a high position 
during the four years of its existence, and has contributed much to the numis- 
matic literature and history of this country. The Committee must look to 
the various students, who have written for the Journal, for further communi- 
cations on special branches of American numismatics, such as shall relieve 
the labors of the future author of the great, and greatly to be desired work 
on this subject. It is to be hoped that we shall at some time see such a work, 
exhausting the whole field as thoroughly as certain parts have already been 
in past volumes of the Journal. This Committee also desires to make the 
Journal, in the fullest possible sense, the organ of the various Numismatic 
Societies of America, and would impress on the Secretaries the advantage 
and duty of sending full reports of their proceedings.. Only in this way can 
those in one part of the country know the progress which is making in 
other parts. 

Great as are the pleasures of the study of numismatics, even when 
conducted in solitude, they are many times increased when we have oppor- 
tunities of discussion, such as are gained at the meetings of Societies, and of 
communicating by letter or print, such as are afforded by the Journal. With 
these feelings the Committee calls on all persons in this country who claim to 
be interested in Numismatics, for support and assistance, promising by means 
of the assistance to make the Journal as far as possible, worthy of the 
support. 
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INDIAN COINAGE. 1620. 

The following account is taken from a work by Roger Williams on the 
Indian tribes of New-£ngland, entitled : — 

A Key into the 

LANGUAGE 



OF 

AMERICA: 

OR, 

An help to the Language of the Natives in that 

part of America, called 

NEW^ENGLAND. 

Together, with briefe Obfervations of the Cuftomes, Man- 
ners and Worfliips, &c. of the aforefaid Natives^ 
in Peace and Warre, in Life and Death. 

On all which are added Spirituall Obfervations^ Generall 
and Particular by the Authour, of chiefe and 

fpeciall ufe (upon all occafions,) to all the Englijh 
Inhabiting thofe parts ; yet pleafant 
and profitable to the view 
of all men : 



By ROGER WILLIAMS 

of Providence in New-England, 



LONDON, 
Printed by Gregory Dexter, 1643. 



Chap. XXVI. pp. 144-150. Concerning their Coyne. 

The Indians are ignorant of Europes Coyne ; yet they have given a 
name to ours, and call it Moneash from the English Money. Their owne is 
of two sorts ; one white, which they make of the stem or stocke of the 
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Periwincle^ which they call Meteauhock, when all the shell is broken off: and 
of this sort six of their small Beads (which they make with holes to string the 
bracelets) are currant with the English for a peny, * The second is black, 
incling to blew, which is made of the shell of a fish which some English call 
Hens^ Poquauhock, and of this sort three make an English peny. They that 
live upon the Sea side, generally make of it, and as many make as will. The 
Indians bring downe all their sorts of Furs, which they take in the Countrey, 
both to the Indians and to the English for this Indian Money : this Money 
the English^ French and Dutch, trade to the Indians, six hundred miles in 
severall parts (North and South from New-England) for their Furres, and 
whatsoever they stand in need of from them: as Corne, Venison, &c. [Then 
follows the Indian names of pence from i to 12 pence. Then from \%d to 
10 sixpences.] This Piuckquat [10 sixpences] being sixtie pence, they call 
Nquittbmpeg, or nquilnishcdusu, that is, one fathom, 5 shillings. This one 
fathom of this their stringed money, now worth of the English but five 
shillings (sometimes more) some few yeeres since was worth nine, and some- 
times ten shillings per Fathome : the fall is occasioned by the fall of BeaVer 
in England: the Natives are very impatient, when for English commodities 
they pay so much more of their money, and not understanding the cause of 
it ; and many say the English cheat and deceive them, though I have laboured 
to make them understand the reason of it. [Then follows the Indian terms 
for 10 shillings — 2 Fathoms, up to 40 Fathoms or 10 pounds.] Their white 
they call Wompam (which signifies white): their black Suck&uhock {Sucki 
signifying blacke). Both amongst themselves ; as also the English and 
Dutch, the blacke peny is two pence white ; the blacke fathom double, or, 
two fathom white. ** * * * * * * * * 

Before ever they had Awle blades from Europe, they made shift to bore this 
their shell money with stone, and so fell their trees with stone set in a wo9den 
staff, and used woden howes : which some old & poore women (fearfuU to 
leave the old tradition) use to this day. ##***** 
They hang these strings of money about their necks and wrists ; as also upon 
the necks and wrists of their wives and children. 

M^chequoce-^— -^ Girdle: Which they make curiously of one two, three, 
foure, and five inches thicknesse and more, of this money which (sometimes to 
the value of ten pounds and more) they weare about their middle and as a 
scarfe about their shoulders and breasts. Yea the Princes make rich Caps 
and Aprons (or small breeches) of these Beads thus curiously strung into 
many formes and figures : their blacke and white finely mixt together. 

Observations generall of their Coyne. 

The Sonnes of men having lost their Maker, the true and onely Treasure, 
dig downe to the bowels of the earth for gold and silver ; yea, to the botome 
of the Sea, for shells of fishes, to make up a Treasure, which can never truly 
in rich nor satisfie. 

More particular : 

I The Indians prize not English gold. 

Nor English Indians shell: 
Each in his place will passe for ought. 

What ere men buy or sell 
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English and Indians all passe hence^ 

To an eternell place^ 
Where sheU nor finest gold's worth ought^ 
Where nought's worth ought but Grace. 

This Coyne the Indians know not ofi 

Who knowes how soone they may ? 
The English knoTving prize it not^ 

But fling't like drosse away. 

The above is transcribed from the reprint of the work published by the 
" Narragansett Club," in the first volume of their series. Providence, R. L 
1866, and edited by the Hon. J. Hammond Trumbull, of Hartford, Conn. 

Boston, July, 1870. J, C. 



COINS AND MEDALS IN LOSSING'S FIELD BOOK OF THE 

REVOLUTION. 

Engravings of the following coins and medals are to be found in Lossing s 
Pictorial Field-Book of the Revolution^ New York. 1851. As they are 
accompanied with a description of the different pieces, and sometimes with 
valuable notes, a list of them may be of service to coin-collectors. 

Medal in honor of General Horatio Gates, vol. i. p. 83. 
. " Cob money." p. 103. 

Fac-simile of the Continental bills, p. 317. 

" The paper on which these bills were printed was quite thick, and the 
enemy called it * the pasteboard money of the rebels.' The vignettes were 
generally, both in device and motto, significant The one most prominent in 
the engraving represents a beaver in the slow but sure process of cutting 
down a tree with its teeth. The motto, ' Perseverando — by Perseverance' said 
to the colonists, * Persist, and you will be successful.* " 

" The plates were engraved on copper by Paul Revere, of Boston. 
Himself, Nathaniel Hurd, of the same city, Amos Doolittle, of New Haven, 
and an Englishman named Smithers, in Philadelphia, were the only engravers 
in America at that time. Hurd engraved as early as 1760. Revere began a 
little later." Note. p. 317. 

" As the signing of so many bills would require more time than, the 
members could spare from public duties. Congress appointed twenty-eight 
gentlemen to perform the duty, allowing each one dollar and thirty-three cents 
for every thousand bills signed and numbered by him. It was necessary for 
each bill to have the signature of two of them." Note. p. 318. 

Fac-simile of the first money coined by the United States, p. 318. 

The Pine-tree shilling, p. 449. 

A medal in honor of John Wilkes, p. 520. 

Washington's Boston medals vol. ii. p. 16. 



x87a] AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. 5 

Medal in honor of Lord North, p. i8. 

Medal awarded by Congress to General Wayne, p. i8o. 

Medal awarded to Lieutenant-colonel De Fleury. p. i8i. 

" This identical silver medal was found by a boy while digging in a 
garden at Princeton, New Jersey, toward the close of April, 1850, and was 
deposited in the bank at that place for the inspection of the curious. How 
the medal came there is uncertain. De Fleury returned to France before 
the medal was struck, and it probably never was in his possession. Congress 
was afterwards in session at Princeton, and the medal may have been lost by 
the secretary, in whose custody it properly belonged until delivered to the 
recipient of the honor." Note. 

Medal awarded to Major John Stewart, p. 182. 

The captors' medal, (Andr6.) 205. 

Gold medal awarded to General Daniel Morgan, p. 638. 

Silver medal awarded to Col. John E. Howard, p. 639. 

Silver medal awarded to Col. William Washington, p. 641. 

Gold medal awarded to General Nath. Greene, p. 704. 

Gold medal awarded to Col. Henry Lee. p. 829. 

Gold medal awarded to John Paul Jones, p. 849. 

The following list comprises the engravings given in the Pictorial Field- 
Book of the War of 1812, (New York, 1868,) by the same author. 

Liberty cent. p. 65. 

" Mr. Jefferson, as chairman of a committee on the subject of coins, 
reported a table in 1 784, in which he adopted Morris's decimal system, but 
entirely changed its details. He proposed to strike four coins, namely, a 
golden piece of the value of ten dollars, a dollar in silver, a tenth of a dollar 
in silver, and a hundredth of a dollar in copper. The report was adopted by 
Congress the following year, and this was the origin of our cent^ dime, dollar^ 
and eagle. The establishment of a mint for coinage was delayed, and no 
legislative action on the subject was taken until early in April, 1792, when 
laws were enacted for the preparation of one. For three years afterward the 
operations of the mint were chiefly experimental, while in Congress long 
debates were had concerning the devices for the new coins. The Senate 
proposed the head of the President of the United States who should occupy 
the chair of state at the time of the coinage. In the House, the head of 
Liberty was suggested, as being less aristocratic than the effigy of the Presi- 
dent — less the stamp of royalty. The head of Liberty was finally adopted. 
During that interval of three years, several of the coins called * specimens,' 
now so rare in cabinets, and so much sought after by connoisseurs, were 
struck. Of these the rarest is a small copper coin, known as the * Liberty- 
cap cent* " Note. p. 65. 

Medal in memory of Louis XVI. p. 76. 

Medal in honor of Commodore Truxton, p. 105. 

Washington medal with the memorial urn. 

" This medal was designed by Dudley A. Tyng, the collector of customs 
at Newburyport at that time, and engraved 'and published, immediately after 
the death of Washington, by Jacob Perkins, the well-known ingenious 
mechanic and engraver. He cut dies for the design of two sizes." Note. 
p. III. 
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Medal to Commodore Preble, p. 123. 

Indian medal, p. 306. 

In memory of General Brock, p. 406. 

To Captain Isaac Hull, p. 446. Captain Jacob Jones, 452. Captain 
Stephen Decatur, 458. Commodore William Bainbrid^e, 463. General 
George Croghan, 505. Commodore Perry, 535. Capt Elliott, 535. General 
Wm. H. Harrison, 558. Governor Shelby, 558. Captain James Lawrence, 
7cx>. Burrows, 719. M*Coll, 720. Red Jackdt, 802. Colonel James Miller, 
821. General Scott, 826. General Gaines, 836. General Brown, 841. 
General Porter, 842. General Ripley, 843. Captain Henley, 868. Captain 
Cassin, 868. General Macomb, 878. MacDonough, 878. Blakeley, 980. 
Warrington, 982. Stewart, 986. Biddle, 991. Jackson, 1052. Also a 
" medal of gratitude " and a '' medal commemorative, of the treaty of peace," 
1065. 

The following engravings are to be found in Lossing's Pictorial History 
of the Civil War. Philadelphia, 1866. 

South Carolina medal, vol. i., p. 1 1 1. 

Dix medal, p. 186. 

Fort Sumter medal, p. 334. 

Pickens medal, p. 370. 

Naval medal of honor, vol. ii., p. 175. 

Jeff. Davis medal, vol. iii., p. 222. 
*Butler medal, p. 359. 

Grant medal, p. 561. S. A. G. 



ESTABLISHMENT OF THE UNITED STATES MINT. 

We purpose to put upon record the facts in relation to the establishment 
of the Mint of the United States, taken from the " American State Papers." 

J. C. 

" The establishment of the militia, of a mint, of standards of weights 
and measures, of the post office and post roads, are subjects which I presume 
you will resume, of course, and which are abundantly urged by their own 
importance." — Speech of President Washington^ Dec. 8, 1 790. 

" The disorders in the existing currency, and especially the scarcity of 
small change — a scarcity so peculiary distressing to the poorer classes, 
strongly recommend the carrying into immediate effect, the resolution already 
entered into concerning the establishment of a mint. Measures have been 
taken, pursuant to that resolution, for procuring some of the necessary artists, 
together with the requisite apparatus." — Speech of same, Oct. 25, 1791. 

" In execution of the authority given by the Legislature, measures have 
been taken for engaging some artists from abroad, to aid in the establishment 
of our mint ; others have been employed at home. Provision has been made 
for the requisite buildings, and these are now putting into proper condition 
for the purposes of the establishment. There has also been a small begin- 
ning in the coinage of half-dimes, the want of small coins in circulation 
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calling the first attention to them. The regulation of foreign coins, in cor- 
respondency with the principles of our national coinage, as being essential to 
the due operation, and to order in our money concerns, will, I doubt not, be 
resumed and completed." — Speech of same, Nov. 6, 1792. 

" The mint of the United States has entered upon the coinage of the 
precious metals, and considerable sums of defective coins and bullion have 
been lodg;ed with the director by individuals. There is a pleasing prospect 
that the institution will, at no remote day, realize the expectation which was 
originally formed of its utility." — Speech of same, Nov. 19, 1794. 

" The statements which will be laid before you, relative to the mint, will 
show the situation of that institution, and the necessity of some further 
legislative provisions for carrying the business of it more completely into 
effect, and for checking abuses which appear to be arising in particular guar- 
tersr — Speech of same, Dec. 8, 1 795. 

American State Papers, Vol. L, 
Washington, D. C, 1833. 



MEDAL OF THE SOCIAL CLUB, CHARLESTON. 

In the collection of Coins and Medals, belonging to Thomas Brand 
HoUis, which included those formerly owned by Thomas Hollis, (the bene- 
factor of Harvard College,) which was sold on the 14th of May, 181 7, was a 
medal struck "on the Social Club being instituted in Charles Town, South 
Carolina, 1763." 

Some years since we wrote to the venerable Dr. Smyth, of Charleston, 
S. C, and the late W. Gilmore Simms, and received the following replies, 
-which we print at this time, hoping to hear from some of our readers in 
relation to the Medal. 

Charleston, ^farch 28, 1856. 

Dear Sir : — Not being able to supply any information, though long a member of the 
Society referred to, I send you the note of the Hon. M. King, its oldest Jiving member, and 
indeed its reviver after a considerable period of torpidity. 

By addressing Mr. Simms you may be more successful, and I hope will. 

Very sincerely yours, Thomas Smyth. 

Mr. Colburn. 

My Dear Dr. Smyth: 

Your note with its enclosure from Mr. Colburn to you, was handed to me yesterday — and 
in the midst of other things now pressing upon me — interested me so much that, in the hope of 
being able to give you some information on the subject to which they refer, I devoted more 
than two hours to the investigation, and examined, I believe, every book in my Library likely 
to throw light upon them, and I regret to say without success. I have vague recollections of 
having heard of them — but when or where I cannot recall. Should anything about them occur 
to me, I shall not fail to submit it to you. In the meantime I return Mr. Colburn's note, of 
which I have taken the liberty of keeping a copy. 

In turning over in my mind the inquiry, who among us is most likely to possess the informa- 
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tion asked, I am disposed to think that Dr. William Gilmore Simms, who has been a very 
careful collector of die antiquities and traditions of our good State, is more likely to furnish it 
than any other person that now occurs to me. 

Wishing you success in your search, I am. 

With sincere regard and esteem. 

My dear Dr. Smyth, 

Very truly yours, 

M. King. 
George St., 20 March, 1856. 

Woodlands, S. C, April 17, 1856. 

Dear Sir : — ^Your letter of the 7th has only just reached me in consequence of my absence 
from home. I am afraid that I can give you no information in respect to the objects of your 
inquiry. There may be something in my library or papers, in regard to the subject, if I knew 
where to look for it ; but I do not. It is just possible that I may happen on something here- 
after, and in that event I shall be happy to advise you. Meanwhile, had you not better address 
a letter to "James Patterson, Esq., Secretary of State of S. C." at Columbia. He may be able 
to inform you. The great mace of State, a silver-gilt mace, is at Columbia, and the insignia 
upon it may embody portions of the emblematic matter of tlie medal. I have an engraved 
copy of the seal of date 1709 — a circle with the words, ^^ Magnum Sigillum Carolina Dom- 
ihoruniy^ within the circle are an Indian chief and Princess supporters — the Princess having a 
child in her arms. At her side stands a boy bearing an arrow, A shield between them bears 
two cornucopias intertA^'ined. Above a helmet with heavy foliage, and over all a stag. Below 
the motto runs " Domitus Cultoribus orbis^ This is all that I can lay hands upon at present 

Very much regretting that I cannot give you more decided assistance in your inquiries, 

I am, sir. 

Your obt servt, 

W. Gilmore Simms. 



THE CHARLES CARROLL MEDAL. 

A friend to whom we sent a query in relation to the above medal, sends 
us the following reply : — 

^* In answer to your inquiry about the Carroll Medal, I learn that it was 
struck by Mr. Eckfeldt, then Chief Coiner, at the instance and cost of the 
Carroll family. The dies were executed by Mr. Gobrecht, then a private 
engraver. They were returned to the family. I am surprised to find that 
there is not a copy of this medal in the Mint Cabinet 

" Your printed notice says, * bust facing the left.' The left of the medal, 
or the observer ? This distinction, well settled in heraldry, seems not to be 
agreed upon in numismatics. The coat of arms being displayed upon the 
knight's person, say upon his breastplate or helmet, the left side was his left ; 
of course it was right to the looker. But in an armorial description, the left 
means the left of the wearer. I think the general understanding in describing 
a coin is, as it is held in the hand of the observer; just the opposite of the 
heraldic rule." D. 



CLEANING SILVER COINS. 

Silver Coins are often coated with a dense green oxide. To remove this 
they should be steeped for ten minutes in a solution of ammonia, then 
immersed in water and wiped with a soft towel ; if necessary, a fresh quantity 
of the solution may be applied. 
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DISCOVERIES ON PADRE ISLAND. 

Corpus Christi, Texas, April 11, 1870. 
To the Editor of the Picayune : 

StTy — Please find inclosed an old Spanish coin, one of many picked up 
lately on the edges and among the sand hills which line the Gulf shore of 
Padre Island. Human bones have been found on the north end of the island ; 
and near its centre and among the sand hills there are, in two or three 
localities, heaps of bones of human beings ; skulls, small and large, with no 
appearance of ever having been interred, but seem the debris of a grand 
cannibalistic repa$t or massacre. The coin inclosed may have some impor- 
tant historic interest, and I would be glad to know its date. 

Can you not give some information connecting itself with the loss of 
these coins and the mounds of human bones ? 

Respectfully yours, 

Wm. Headen. 

At present we have not at command any historic clue by which the 
presence of these human remains may be accounted for. There is more than 
one conjectural solution, but conjecture settles nothing. Respecting the coin, 
we append the following communication from a learned member of the 
Academy of Sciences, who has devoted years to the study of numismatics, 
and who justly ranks among the highest authorities in this science : 

Editor of the Picayune : 

Dear Sir, — The coin which you handed me yesterday for examination, 
is a coin of Charles I. of Spain, who reigned from A. D. 15 16 to 1556. The 
legend on the obverse, surrounding the arms of Spain, reads, "Carolus et 
Johana Reges." On the reverse : " Hispaniarum et Indiarum." Charles and 
Juana, rulers of the Spains and the Indies. The small letters on the right of 
the anus, M with a small "o" on it, represent the mint mark of Mexico, where 
the piece was struck. The letter I, on the left, is also a mint mark, either 
representing Indies or the initial of the engraver. 

The reverse presents two columns, crowned, resting upon the sea, with 
the inscription " Plus ultra," more beyond, and beneath it the figure 4, repre- 
senting the value — 4 reals or half a dollar. 

The pillars represent the pillars of Hercules or Straits of Gibraltar, and 
" Plus ultra" Spain possessing territory beyond. 

Historic. — Charles I. of Spain (and subsequently elected Emperor of 
Germany in 15 19) was the eldest son of Philip and Juana, consequently heir 
to the monarchy of Spain. Upon assuming the title of king he met with much 
opposition and dissatisfaction from some members of the Council. They 
contended that during the life of his mother Juana, the crown was strictly 
hers, and the only thing he could expect, even on reaching his twentieth year, 
was to rule as her Lieutenant. 

The majority, with the Cardinal Ximenes at their head, considering the 
utter incompetency of that Princess to govern, decided differently, and orders 

VOL. V. 2 
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were dispatched to proclaim the King without delay. To save the rights of 
the mother, however, she was proclaimed at the same time, and the crown 
was settled upon Donna Juana and Don Carlos, Queen and King of Castile, 

1516. 

Juana died in 1555, and shortly after Charles First of Spain and Fifth 
Emperor of Germany, abdicated in favor of his son, Philip Second, and 
retired to the convent of St. Justus, where he died in 1558. 

Your most obedient servant, R, W. Ogden. 

P. S. It is my opinion, that in the early age of the settlement of the 
country, there had been a massacre of the Spaniards by the Indians, which 
will account for the finding of human bones in such a disturbed condition, 
and old Spanish coins scattered amongst them. R. W. O. 



ORIQIN OF THE "GUINEA." 

The guinea obtained its name from the gold from which it was made 
having been brought from the Guinea coast by the African company of 
traders. The first notice of this gold was in 1649, during the Commonwealth 
of England, when on the i'4th of April of that year the Parliament referred 
to the Council of State a paper presented to the House concerning the 
coinage of gold brought in a ship lately from Guiny, for the better advancing 
of trade. But it was in the reign of Charles II. that the name was first given 
to this coin. 

It is among things not generally known, that when the guinea was 
originally coined, the intention was to make it current as a twenty-shilling 
piece ; but from an error, or rather a series of errors, in calculating the exact 
proportions. of the value of gold and silver, it never circulated for that value. 
Sir Isaac Newton, in his time, fixed the true value of the guinea, in relation 
to silver, at 20s 8d, and by his advice, the Crown proclaimed that' for the 
future it should be current at 21s. A curious question arises oiit of the fact 
alluded to : how many millions of money has the English public lost by the 
payment of a guinea, when a twenty-shilling piece would have sufficed, had 
the costly error never have been fallen into. 



HERALDRY ILLUSTRATED BY COINS. • 

" As regards the information to be gained from Coins, and Gems, and Vases, that would illustrate 
Heraldry, it is almost boundless. Make no pretension to acquaintance with either of those three kinds 
of memorials of antiquity ; each forms a study of itself, and an inexhaustible study, and gives ample 
employment to special Students. Should any of them, from looking over these pages, be more forcibly 
impressed with the Heraldic character of the objects of their knowledge, such conviction would give 
them a new significance, and in their hands they would receive a fuller interpretation, and their new 
relation be more clearly traced." 

" A recent review, in a weekly journal of great repute, of a small work on Heraldry, sets a much 
higher value on Numismatics than on Heraldry ; but what are coins, gems, and vases, but vehicles for 
the exhibition of heraldic devices ? Numismatics is, in fact, a branch of the wider Science of Heraldry." 
Antiquities of Heraldry^ pp. xiii-xiv. London, 1869. 
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MEDALS TO BE OBTAINED AT THE PARIS MINT, 

IN GOLD, SILVER OR BRONZE. 

The references are to the " Catalogue des Poingons, Coins et Medailles 
du Musee Monetaire." pp. 522. Paris, 1833. 

Page 96. No. 193. Defaite des Hollandais en Amerique. Memes tete et 
legende qu'au No. 184. Rev. La Renommee embouchant sa trompette, 
plane au-dessus d'un trophee naval dans lequel figure un Hollandais 
enchaine. A droite, la colonie representee par un Americain dans Tatti- 
tude de Tadmiration. Leg. Colonia Francorum americana victrix. Exer. 
Batavis ad Martinicam casts ac fugatis. M.DC.LXXIIII. 

Page 136. No. 298. La Flotte Anglaise Chassee du Canada, Memes tete et 
legende qu'au No. 244. Rev. La ville de Quebec assise sur un rocher, 
appuyee sur Tecusson de France, foule aux pieds des etendards et des 
boucliers aux armes d'Angleterre. Au pied du rocher, le fleuve Saint- 
Laurent .Leg. Francia in novo orbe victrix. Exer. Kebeca Liberata. 
M.DC.XC 

Page 149. No. 334. Prise deCarthag^he (en Amerique.) i?/e»^^/e/!^^/^^i^wa5? 
qu'au No. 300. Rev. La ville de Carthag^ne assise au pied d'un cocotier, 
deplore la perte de ses tresors. etales ^ ses pieds. Leg. Hispanorum 
thesauri direpti. Exer. Carthago americana vi capta. M.DC.XCVII. 

Page 197. No. 475. Buste de Christophe de Levi, Vice-Roi du Canada. 
L6g. Fr. Christ, de Levi. d. Dampville. p. Franc, pro rex America. Rev. 
Ses armes. L6g. Ex te enim. exiet. dux. qui. regat. populum. meum. 

Page 215. No. 24. Louisbourg Bati et Fortifie. Memes buste et l^gende 
quau No. 3. Rev. Vue du fort de Louisbourg entoure de vaisseaux. 
Leg. Ludovicoburgumfundatum et munitum. Exer. M.DCC.XX. 

Page 281. No. 10. Prise de Boston. Tete de Georges Washington. 

Leg. Georgio Washington supremo duci exercituum adsertori libertatis. 

Exer. Comitia americana. Rev. Washington a cheval, &c. Leg, Hostibus 

primo fugatis. Exer. Bostonium recuperatum. xvii Martii MDCCL- 

XXVL 

Page 284. No. 18. Prise de Serapis. Buste de Paul Jones en uniforme 
d'amiral. Leg. Joanni Paulo Jones classis prcBfecto. Exer. Comitia 
americana. Rev. Un combat naval. Leg. Hostium navibus captis. aut. 
fugatis. Exer. Ad oram Scotice^ xxiii. sept. M.DCCLXXVIII. 

Page 285. No. 20. Combat de Cowpens. [Wm] Washington a Cheval, 
&c. Leg. Gulielmo Washington legionis equit. prcefecto. Exer. Comitia 
americana. Rev. Une couronne de chene : dans le champ : Quod parva 
militum &c. 

Page 285. No. 21. Meme Sujet. Howard a Cheval, &c. Leg. Joh. Egar. 
Howard &c. Exer. Comitia americana. Rev. Une couronne de chene : 
dans le champs : Quod in nutdntem &c. 

Page 299. No. 61. A Franklin. Buste de Franklin. Leg. Benj. Franklin 
natus Boston, xvii. Jan. M.DCC.VI. Rev. Une couronne de chene ; dans 
le champs: Eripuit ccelo, &c. Exer. Sculpsity &c. MDCCLXXXVI. 
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Page 316. No. 30. Lafayette. Buste de Lafayette en uniforme, &c. 

Page 415. No. 67. Traite de Commerce avec L'Amerique. Memes ttte 
et Itgende qu'au No. 2. Rev. La France et TAmerique debout, &c. 
Leg. Gallia, et. America, fcederata. Exer. Novis. commerciorum. &c. 

Besides the Medals in the preceding list, several others can be obtained 
from private dies, which relate to America, such as the " Franco Americana," 
" Franklin et Montyon," &c. J. C. 



TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES. 

BOSTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 

April 14. — A monthly meeting was held this day, at 4 P. M., at 
the Library of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society. The Secretary 
read the report of the last meeting, which was accepted. Mr. Crosby 
exhibited a beautiful collection of Pine-tree money, comprising many 
varieties, to which were added facsimiles of one or two not in the collection 
in the original. The President showed a parcel of miscellaneous coins, 
which were for sale. The Secretary exhibited a bronze medal of the Due de 
Dampville, Viceroy of America, for which inquiry was made in the Journal 
for March, 1870. This impression is not of the date of the die, 1658, but 
was struck some years after. Dr. S. A. Green communicated a list of the 
coins and medals, (see p. 4,) which are engraved in Lossing's " Pictorial Field- 
Book of the Revolution," "Pictorial Field-Book of the war of 181 2," and 
" Pictorial History of the Civil War." On motion of Mr. Slafter, the President 
was directed to obtain a certified copy of the Act of Incorporation of the 
Boston Numismatic Society, granted by the General Court of Massachusetts. 

The Society adjourned at 5 P. M. 

W. S. Appleton, Sec. 

May 5. — A monthly meeting was held this day at 4 P. M. The Secre- 
tary read the report of the last meeting, which was accepted. The President 
announced the death of John Harvard Ellis, a Resident Member of the 
Society, and the Secretary read from the Transcript of this day, a short 
memoir of him, which will be found in another part of this number, under 
the head of Obituaries ; he was elected a member of the Society in April, 
i860, the first meeting after organization. The President announced a dona- 
tion of copper coins from the Rev. Samuel Cutler, of Hanover, Mass., for 
which a vote of thanks was passed. The President read a certified copy of the 
Act of Incorporation, and it was agreed that the next meeting should be called 
for the purpose of organization under it. 

A large number of interesting pieces were exhibited to the meeting. 
The President showed a bronze medal with the head of St. Paul, and the 
inscription, Paulus Apostolus Vas Electionis, which was lately presented 
to the N. E. Historic-Genealogical Society, by Dr. William Prescott, of 
Concord, N. H. It is said to be a copy of a medal found at Herculaneum in 
1840, but the opinion of various members was decidedly in favor of its being 
of mediaeval origin, and not more than 400 years old. Mr. Pratt exhibited a 
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case containing eleven silver medals, which formerly belonged to Washington, 
afterwards to Webster, and have lately been bought for the Webster Club, of 
Boston ; the medals are of the time of the Revolution, mostly those voted by 
Congress, including that to Washington for the evacuation of Boston, those 
to Paul Jones, Wm. Washington, Greene, Gates, Howard, &c., and one of 
Franklin and the " Libertas Americana." Dr. Lewis showed a collection of 
Chinese coins, arranged on sheets of card, and claiming to go back to a very 
early date. Dr. S. A. Green exhibited twelve varieties of the little coppers 
with the name Columbia, and some discussion took place as to the purpose 
for which they were struck. Mr. Root showed a beautiful proof pattern for 
a half-crown of George III. of England, of 181 7. Mr. Seavey exhibited 
several of the rare United States patterns of 1866-7-8. The meeting passed 
some time in an examination of the many pieces brought before it, and in a 
partial discussion of the difference of meaning between the words type and 
variety. The Society adjourned at 5 1-4, P. M. 

W. S. Appleton, Sec. 

June 2. — The members of the Boston Numismatic Society met this day 
at 4 P. M., in compliance with a notice issued by the persons named in the 
Act of Incorporation granted by the General Court of Massachusetts. The 
Secretary read the Report of the last meeting, which was accepted. The 
meeting then proceeded to a formal organization. The former officers were 
all elected to the positions held by them, as follows : President, Jeremiah* 
Colburn; Vice-President and Curator, John Phelps Putnam; Treasurer, John 
K. Wiggin; Secrietary, William S. Appleton. The Secretary exhibited a design 
for a seal, which was adopted. Dr. S. A. Green and the Secretary were 
appointed a committee to examine the Constitution and By-Laws, and report 
if any change in them be desirable. The President announced a donation 
from Mr. Charles Sprague, of Boston, of a large silver coin of the Bishopric 
of Hildesheim, 1761, formerly exhibited at the meeting of December, 1862 ; 
also from the Rev. B. F. De Costa, of New York, of a brass medal of the 
domestic missionary army ; for both of these a vote of thanks was passed. 

Mr. Fowle exhibited a copper coin lately dug up at Portsmouth, N. H., 
which has on one side a pine-tree and the date 1776, and on the other the 
words American Liberty, and in the centre the initials W. M. There is no 
evidence of fraud or deception in the appearance of the piece, or in the 
circumstances of its finding, and it was examined with great interest and 
curiosity. 

This meeting was principally devoted to an exhibition of United States 
coins and pattern-pieces of 1792 and 1793, to which several members con- 
tributed, including Dr. Green, Mr. Pratt, Mr. Seavey, Mr. Crosby, and the 
Secretary. Mr. Seavey exhibited ten varieties of the cent of 1 793, and of 
1792 the Washington half-dollar, so called, in silver and copper, the Wash- 
ington copper with a curved row of twelve stars above the eagle, the largest 
" Liberty-head " cent with lettered edge, the smaller cent in copper and also 
with a centre of silver, the dime in silver and copper, the half-dime, &c. 
Mr. Crosby exhibited fifteen varieties of the cent of 1793, being these num- 
bers on the list printed in the Journal iox April, 1869 : — i A, i B, 2 B, 3 B, 
4 C, 5 C, 7 E, 7 F, 7 F (plain edge), 8 G, 9 H (large-lettered edge), 9 H (small- 
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lettered edge), lo J (large-lettered edge), lo J (small-lettered edge), 12 K; 
also several other pieces, including the very rare Washington " Liverpool 
Halfpenny," 1791, and that of 1792 with a curved row of twelve stars above 
the eagle. The Secretary exhibited nine varieties of the cent of 1793, and of 
1 792 the Washington half-dollar, so called, in silver, (large and small planchet) 
and copper, the Washington with a curved row of twelve stars above the 
eagle in silver and copper, (plain edge and lettered edge,) the Roman-head or 
naked-bust Washington, the largest " Liberty-head " cent with plain edge and 
lettered edge, &c. Many of these pieces exhibited were in very beautiful 
condition, and the opportunity of comparison made it an interesting occasion. 
The Society adjourned at half-past five o'clock, P. M. 

W. S. Appleton, Sec. 



The custom has been recently adopted by the Boston Numismatic 
Society, of giving the members notice of the coins and medals that will be 
made the subject of special attention at the ensuing meeting. In this way a 
large collection of similar pieces is brought before the Society, and the 
interest in the meetings is thereby increased. Its success, thus far, has been 
decided, and we would recommend its trial by other societies. 



THE NUMISMATIC AND ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY OF PHILADELPHIA. 

The regular stated meeting of this Society was held on Thursday even- 
ing at its hall. President Price occupied the chair. A number of interesting 
letters were received by the Corresponding Secretary, Mr. Henry Phillips, Jr., 
among which was one from Colonel Walker McBean, Georgia, inclosing for 
the inspection of the society a heavy Spanish gold coin, dated 1742, worth 
intrinsically about $15 or $16, and offering to sell it to the society. The 
society, however, thanking Colonel Walker, declined to purchase, its finances 
not warranting the outlay. Also, one from the Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington, D. C, inclosing the drawing of a rare coin or medal, and asking 
the opinion of the society thereon. Many interesting communications were 
made to the society upon kindred matters. 

The report of the Committee on Rooms, made at a special meeting on 
the 1 7th of March last, was .called up, and the action of the Special Com- 
mittee revoked. This was done because the report was adopted by but a 
small number of the members, the meeting being simply an informal one. 
Under this action the rooms at Ninth and Walnut streets were rejected. 

Mr. Hibler, from the Committee on Antiquities, reported a visit to the 
house of Patrick Coad, No. 1333 Race street, where were inspected some 
manuscripts of the late Professor Matthew O'Conway. The manuscript 
consisted of materials for a general scientific dictionary, and for a dictionary 
and grammar of eighty different languages, thirty of which appeared to be 
complete and the balance fragmentary. 

A number of medals, coins, books, manuscripts, &c., were received, 
among others, the original manuscript of General Washington's resignation, 
dated 1797. 
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A letter was read from Isaac C. Price, inclosing a copper coin of the 
time of Constantine the Great 

Resolutions of respect to the memory of Gulian C. Verplanck, of New 
York, and Richard Stockton Fields, of New Jersey, were then passed, after 
which the meeting adjourned. 



NEW ENGLAND NUMISMATIC AND ARCH^OLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

Boston. — The regular meeting was held on Thursday, April 21, 1870, at 
71-2 o'clock, P. M. Vice-president Crosby in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read and accepted. 

It was moved and seconded, that action be taken on the first proposition 
made at the last meeting in relation to amending the constitution, to wit : 
'^ That the admission fee for resident members shall hereafter be three dollars 
instead of two dollars, and the quarterly assessment shall be fifty cents 
instead of one dollar, as heretofore," which amendment was unanimously 
agreed to and accepted, as was also the amendment changing the time of 
annual meeting to the third Thursday in January instead of April in each 
year. 

The amendment to change the order of exercises was also adopted. 

Mr. Crosby exhibited an interesting series of Washington cents, con- 
sisting of nineteen varieties, some of them quite rare, and in extremely fine 
condition. 

Mr. Crosby then read some extracts from his forthcoming work on The 
Early Colonial Coinage of New England, in relation to the priority of the 
issue of the different types of the oak-tree and the pine-tree shillings. 

Some discussion ensued respecting the publication by the Society, of the 
aforesaid work, after which the meeting adjourned. 

James E. Root, Secretary. 

The May meeting was called as usual, but owing to the lack of attend- 
ance, it did not take place. 

The regular meeting was held Thursday evening, June i6th, 1870, at 8 
o'clock. Present — Bond, Chadbourne, Chaplin, Crosby, Child, Root Vice- 
President Crosby in the chair. 

The records of the last meeting were read and accepted. Mr. Crosby 
read a letter from Dr. Clay of Manchester, England, relating to various 
American coins in his collection. He also exhibited a bronze medal of the 
French Exposition, and a set of the silver pattern pieces for 1870. 

Mr. Chaplin reported a donation of a proof set of United States small 
coins of 1870 from Mr. Child. A donation was reported by Mr. Crosby of a 
Memorial medal in bronze, and a Haverford College medal in white metal, 
from J. F. Woods, Esq., of Norwalk, Conn., for which a vote of thanks was 
passed by the Society. 

On motion of Mr. Child it was voted, that the next regular meeting be 
held on the third Thursday evening of October next. The meeting then 
adjourned. 

James E. Root, Secretary. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

Boston, July, 1870. 
To the Editor^ of the yournal: 

I. notice in the last number of the Journal, \n the table of the weights 
of the cents of 1 793, that I, by a strange oversight, neglected to give that of 
one of my own. I now, to supply the deficiency, send you the weight of that 
specimen, 1 2 K, which is 204 grains. 

I have recently obtained a cent of the variety i B, (according to the plate 
in the Journal for April, 1869,) weighing 221 grains; which is not only much 
heavier than any of that variety previously found, but exceeds the weight of 
any other given in the table referred to. 

I will add a copy of an item found in Winthrop's " History of New 
England," Boston, 1853, (vol. i, p. 71,) which is probably the first recorded 
instance of the exhumation of coins in America, and is thus related: — 1631, 
July 30. " Mr. Ludlow, in digging the foundation of his house at Dorchester, 
found two pieces of French money: one was coined in 1596. They were in 
several places, and a foot within the firm ground." In a note upon this, 
Savage says, " Perhaps no reader will expect, that the occasion of these coins 
being lodged here should be satisfactorily ascertained ; yet I may be pardoned 
for offering a conjecture, that they came from a French ship, wrecked at Cape 
Cod about fourteen years before, whose crew were soon murdered by the 
savages, except three or four, that were *kept and sent from one sachem to 
another to make sport with them.' Two were redeemed by Dormer, about 
three years after their calamity, and one died among the Indians, having 
lived with them long enough to give them some instruction. See Morton's 
Memorial, sub an. 1620 : and Prince i, 45, relying for his narrative on Bradford 
and Purchase. Hubbard, 134, plants some scattering inhabitants, a few years 
before, at Dorchester ; but I know not any proof of such settlement, except 
these pieces of money. As he, again, p. 186, positively asserts it, we may 
consider it probable." 

Hoping that the future of the Journal may become as successful in a 
financial, as I am confident it will remain in a literary, point of view, 

I am very respectfully, S. S. Crosby. 



THE ROSA AMERICANA. 



We take the following from a number of the Numismatic Chronicle for 
1868. It is found in the " Miscellanea," where several coin-sales are noticed. 
" Hawkins Cabinet, July 31 and Aug. i. Lot 268. George II. Pattern Rosa 
Americana Twopence ; rev., rosa Americana, 1733. Full-blown rose and bud 
on stem under a crown ; below, on a scroll, utile dulci.— ;^79." 

This is probably a specimen of the piece engraved in the last number of 
the Journal, and there described as a penny. In this country the various 
sizes of the Rosa Americana are considered to represent the penny, half-penny 
and farthing ; but reference to Snelling will show that he understood the 
same pieces to be the two-pence, penny and half-penny, and Ruding seems to 
follow him. 



■ * - — 
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MASSACHUSETTS MINT. 

Ebenezer Hancock, Esq., Inspector. 

Joshua Witherel, Esq., Master of the Coinage. 

A Mint is erected on Boston Neck, for coining of gold, silver and 
copper, of the same weight, alloy and value as is fixed by the Resolve of 
Congress of the 8th of- August, 1786: Copper only has as yet been coined, 
viz. : Cents and Half-Cents ; they are neatly executed, stamped on one side, 
"with the Arms of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, being an Indian in 
his shirt and mogginsins; in his right hand a bow, in his left an arrow; on 
the right side of the Indian's head a Star, and round the border the word 
Commonwealth : on the other side the American Eagle displayed, holding in 
his right talon an olive branch, in his left a bundle of 13 arrows; on his 
breast the word denominating the value of the coin, either Cent or Half-Cent, 
and round the edge, Massachusetts, 1787. They are to be received in all 
payments whatsoever. 

The Inspectors of the Mint are to give bond with sureties, for the 
faithful discharge of the duties of their appointment, and from time to time, 
to lay before the Governor and Council an account of their doings, and State 
of the Mint, that the same may be laid before the General Court. 

The quantity of copper coin to be struck to be equal to the amount of 
70,000 dollars, of the above-mentioned two different denominations, in con- 
venient proportions. Fleet's Pocket Almanack, 1789. 

No Gold or Silver Coins were struck, but the coinage of Cents and 
Half-Cents was continued in 1 788. 



ROMAN REMAINS AT BATH, ENGLAND. 

The excavations now making at Bath, England, for the construction 
of the new Pump Room Hotel, have brought to light some very interesting 
Roman remains. The most valuable results are the determination of the 
south and west limits of the great temple, and the discovery of some orna- 
mental stone-work so' similar in details to that which appears upon the temple 
of Jupiter Stator at Rome as to suggest the probable date of the Bath Temple. 
The plan of the forum and the course of its surrounding ways may now be 
traced with sufficient accuracy to enable the antiquary to construct a tolerably 
perfect plan of Aquae Solis, at the time when it was the grand watering-place 
of Roman Britain. A great many fragments of flat sheets of Roman glass 
have been found, which bear all the appearance of having been rolled or cast. 
It seems impossible to doubt, with this evidence before us, that the Romans 
employed glass for the purpose of lighting their houses as well as in the 
construction of drinking vessels. The Roman glass has a peculiar blue tint 
and is semi-opaque. 

We Would call the attention of our readers to the " Special Announcement " of Mason & Co., 
which is to be found on the third page of the cover. The collection of Mr. Fewsmith is known to some 
of the noembers of the Boston Numismatic Society, who represent it as a fine one. 
VOL. V. 3 
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A SELECTION OF COINS FROM THE CABINET OF 

W. S. APPLETON. 

The following series of coins was exhibited to a club of gentlemen, not 
especially interested in Numismatics, with a few introductory remarks, some- 
what to the following effect The pieces are chosen partly to illustrate the 
great range of the science of Numismatics in years, and in art, but more 
particularly to show the importance of coins in connection with the study of 
history and biography. In this short selection are coins bearing the names 
of very many of the famous rulers of nations, a large part of whom are 
represented by portraits, which, of course, are contemporary. Other pieces 
commemorate remarkable events in history, particularly unsuccessful revolu- 
tions, and unacknowledged or defeated claims to sovereign power. 

I. Island of y^gina. Obv. A tortoise, with a row of knobs along the 
back. Rev. Impression of the punch used to drive the metal into the die or 
mould containing the engraved design. Silver, size 13. Ante-Christian 
records say that silver was first coined in the island of iEgina, and this is 
supposed to have been before 700 B. C. This piece is not a specimen of the 
earliest type, but undoubtedly dates as far back as 500 B. C. 

II. Athens. Obv. A very rude head of Minerva crowned with olive, 
facing the right. Rev. A deep square punch-mark, in which are an owl, 
and behind it an olive-sprig and crescent, and the letters jbe before. Silver, 
size 1 5. This is a tetradrachm, the standard of value in Athens, and so 
highly esteemed for circulation in other countries, that the same type was 
preserved long after Athens had reached the highest perfection in art We 
shall find the same to have been the case with Venice ; and in our own day, 
we all know how Spanish dollars of Charles III. and IV. have been valued 
in other countries, particularly in China, and how the Austrian Government 
long continued to strike crowns of Maria Theresa. 

III. Persia. Obv. An archer with bow and arrow kneeling. Rev. The 
mark of the punch. Silver, size 8J. This is a small coin of the same design 
as the daric, of which in gold I have no specimen. 

IV. Metapontum. Obv. iiETj ; an ear of wheat. Rev. A sunken rep- 
resentation of the same. Silver, size 15. This is a specimen of the incused 
coinage, which prevailed for some time in the Grecian cities of Italy, and 
may date from 500 B. C. 

V. Syracuse. Obv. A beautiful female head, Proserpine or Arethusa, 
facing the left, the hair elaborately dressed, wearing an earring ; around are 
dolphins, and below (f>/. Rev. sypakosisin', a quadriga to the left; above 
the sign of the Trinacria. Silver, size 15. The coins of Syracuse are 
famous for the beauty of design and execution, and this is a very good speci- 
men of its type. Humphreys says of a similar, but larger piece, — "The 
reverse of this coin presents what may be considered one of the masterpieces 
of the art of die engraving ; it is a quadriga, or four-horse chariot, which, 
though on so small a scale, is yet treated with all the breadth and grandeur 
that Phidias might have imparted to it as a metope of the Parthenon." It 
dates from about 400 B. C. 
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VI. Sicily. Obv. A female head facing the left, wearing a veil. Rev. 
bA21AI^sa:s oia[stuos\ a quadriga to the right, driven by Victory; above 
4>. Silver, size 17. This is a tetradrachm of Queen Philistis, who is thought 
to have been wife of Hiero II., who reigned 270 — 216 B. C. She is utterly 
unknown to history, but the coins with her name are beautiful enough to 
deserve praise almost as high as given to the last piece. 

VII. Macedon, Philip IL Obv. Bearded and laureate head of Jupiter 
facing the right. Rev. *itiA[nnor\ a man on a horse to the right, carrying a 
palm, the horse stepping proudly ; below a thunderbolt, and in exergue N. 
Silver, size 15. James De Wilde, in his "Selecta Numismata Antiqua," 
supposes the horse and rider to be the youthful Alexander on Bucephalus, a 
very pleasing idea, if one can accept it; but I see nothing whatever to induce 
one to agree with De Wilde. 

VIII. Macedon, Alexander IIL, tfie Great. Obv. Helmed head of 
Minerva, facing the right. Rev. AAEZAN/iPor\ a winged figure of Victory 
to the left; in her right hand a laurel-wreath,, and in her left a cross ; in the 
field a palm branch, x/, and another character. Gold, size 12. This is a 
beautiful specimen of the gold stater of Alexander the Great ; it was coined 
at Sidon in Syria, and came from the great hoard found at that place about 
1854, as described in this Journal, iv. 76. It is interesting to me, as. having 
been bought in the immediate neighborhood, at Sur, the modern Tyre, in 
1865. In beauty of execution it is a worthy rival of the coins of Syracuse, 
and of course dates between numbers V. and VL 

IX. Obv. BAOiA. SEA, NE. . Rev. ANTSi. YHJ. r. Copper, size 16. This 
coin wtis the subject of a paper printed in the first volume of the Numismatic 
Chronicle, and, though bearing no portrait, or other head, is introduced here 
as an instance of the remarkable manner in which coins illustrate history. 
The inscriptions may be translated " The Queen, the new Goddess," " Antony, 
Consul the third time." This fixes the date of the coin as B. C. 31, just 
before the battle of Actium, and the inscription commemorates the assump- 
tion by Cleopatra, of the title of the new, or young, Isis, which fact is 
mentioned by Plutarch in his life of Mark Antony. 

X. Obv. A thunderbolt and * * » » Rev. A dolphin and 
* * * * Copper, size 31. 

XI. Obv. A helmed head of Minerva to the left, and » » * » 
Rev. A prow of a vessel and * » * * Copper, size 29. 

XII. Obv. A boar and » * * Rev. A boar and * . * * Cop- 
per, size 25. 

These three pieces are specimens of the early currency of the Roman 
Republic, and perhaps date from about 350 B. C. X. and XI. are pieces of 
four unciae or ounces, and are known as the " Triens," or third of an " As," 
the standard Roman weight, originally one pound ; XII. is a " Quadrans," or 
piece of three unciae. They are all very rude, and fairly represent the coin- 
age of the future mistress of the world in her earlier days. 
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XIII. Obv. SABiN, and a monogram of ta; bearded -head to the right 
Rev. L, TiTURi ; two Ronftans, each carrying a Sabine woman. Silver, size 12, 

XIV. Obv. SABIN ; bearded head, and before, a palm branch. Rev. l 
TITURI ; Tarpeia, kneeling on the ground between two soldiers ; in the field 
above the moon and a star. Silver, size 1 1. 

I have chosen these two denarii out of the long series of Roman family 
coins, because they celebrate two events in the early history of Rome. The 
family Tituria, claiming to be of Sabine descent, placed on their coins the 
head of Tatius, King of the Sabines, and commemorated the rape of the 
Sabine women, and the perfidy of Tarpeia by so many pieces, that they arc 
not at all rare, though undeniably interesting historically. It cannot be 
necessary to recall here the events, familiar to every boy, through the neces- 
sities of his studies. 

XV. Obv. Head of Venus to the right Rev. caesar ; ^neas carry- 
ing Anchises and a statue of Minerva. Silver, size 11. This coin, struck 
by Julius Caesar, illustrates the tradition of the family concerning the flight 
from Troy. 

XVI. Obv. Divi. lULi;* laureate head of Julius Caesar to the right; 
behind the augurs rod. Rev. q. voconius vitulus ; a bull walking to the left. 
Gold, size 11. This is a coin with the head of the deified Caesar, struck in 
his honor after death. 

XVII. Obv. AUGUSTUS divi f; head of Augustus to the right Rev. 
IMP. X. ACT. ; Apollo in female dress, holding a lyre and plectrum. Silver, 
size II. This coin of Au|;ustus, though not rare, is certainly one of the 
most interesting struck by him. Bearing the figure of the Actian Apollo, it 
may be presumed to have been struck on the occasion of the tenth anniver- 
sary of the battle of Actium, which made Augustus Emperor of Rome. 

XVIII. Obv. piETAS ; diademed and veiled head of Livia to the right 
Rev. DRUsus. CAESAR. Ti. AUGusTi. F. TR. POT. ITER ; in the field s. c. Copper, 
size 18. This coin was struck by Tiberius in honor o( his mother and son. 
The head is that of his mother, the infamous Livia or Julia, wife of Augustus, 
who is represented on coins in the exceedingly inappropriate characters of 
Piety and Justice ; the inscription on the reverse fixes the date of the coin as 
that in which Drusus, son of Tiberius, was Tribune for the second time viz.,, 
A. D. 23, in which year Drusus died also. 

XIX. Obv. TI. CAESAR DIVI AUG. F. AUGUSTUS) head of Tiberius to the 
right. Rev. PONTiF maxim ; a female figure seated, facing the right, holding 
a sceptre and a flower. Silver, size 12. This piece is always chosen as the 
specimen of the scriptural tribute-money, and is by no means rare. M. 
Cohen supposes the seated figure to be Livia, but I can see no reason for 
this identification, and would call it the personification of Rome. 

XX. Obv. NERO CAESAR AUGUSTUS ; head of Nero to the right. Rev. 
lUPPiTER GUSTOS ; figure of Jupiter seated facing the left, holding a thunder- 
bolt and sceptre. Gold, size 11. This coin shows us the handsome, but 
sensual and brutish features of the Emperor Nero ; the reverse represents 
Jupiter Capitolinus. 
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XXI. Obv. NERO CLAUD CAESAR AUG GER P M TR P IMP 

head of Nero to the right Rev. augusti for. ost. s. c; 

the harbor of Ostia, within which are seven vessels ; above a s 

tune on a high pedestal; below the river^od Tiber reclining, noiaing a 

rudder and a dolphin. Copper, size 2 1 1-2. I have placed this coin in the 

series as illustrating the Roman custom of making coins of medals ; it 

celebrates the completion of the works at Ostia, and the idea is certainly a 

beautiful one. 

XXII. Obv. IMP T CAES VESP AUG p M TR p p p COS viii. ; laureate 
head of Titus to the right Rev. iudaea capta s. c; a palm tree, at the 
left of which stands a Jew with hands bound behind his back, and at the 
right sits a Jewess weeping; at each side are shields. Copper, size 21. 
This is one of the famous historic coins, celebrating the capture of Jerusalem 
by the Roman forces under Titus, though not struck till several years after, 
when he had become Emperor. 

XXIII. Obv. IMP TRAjANO AUG GER DAC P M TR p COS VI. p p ; laureate 
head of Trajan to the right Rev, s p q r optimo principi; in exergue via 
traiana; a seated female facing the left, holding with her right hand a wheel, 
which rests on her knee. Silver, size 12. This is another of the interesting 
historic memorials, and celebrates the munificence and care of the Emperor 
Trajan, in restoring the roads in Italy, which had become dangerous or 
difficult by age and neglect The head shows his fine features. 

XXIV. Obv. hadrianus aug cos lii p p; laureate head of Hadrian to 
the right Rev. aegyptos ; a female personifying Egypt seated facing the 
left, leaning on a basket holding in her right hand a systrum ; before her an 
ibis. Silver, size 11. We have on this coin the handsome, manly head of 
the Emperor Hadrian, one of the finest of all the Roman rulers; the reverse 
is one of those symbolic personifications, so popular and common in the 
series of Roman coins through many ages. 

XXV. Obv. IMP c c VAL DiocLETiANUS p F AUG; laureate head of Dio- 
cletian to the right Rev. genio populi romani ; in exergue s m n ; the 
Genius of Rome crowned with a tower, standing facing the left, holding a ■ 
patera and a horn of plenty. Copper, size 17. This coin, with the head of 
one of the more famous among the Roman Emperors, shows the rapid 
degeneration of Arts; the workmanship is wholly unworthy of the country 
and of the man, and little can be said in its favor, beyond that it probably 
bears a very correct likeness of Diocletian ; it was probably struck at 
Nicomedia. 

XXVI. Obv. IMP coNSTANTiNus p F AUG; laureate head of Constantine 
to the right Rev. marti patri propugnatori ; in exergue p tr; in field 
s a; Mars in armor, with spear and shield, moving to the right in attitude of 
attack. Copper, size 15. This coin shows us the features of the first 
Christian Emperor, before any thoughts of Christianity had entered his head ; 
artistically it is rather an improvement on the last and was struck at Treves. 

XXVII. Obv. LEO. decimus. ponti. max. roma; the facade of St Peter's 
Church, Rome. Rev. templum. tuum. petre ; at the right St Peter seated, 
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at the left the Pope kneeling. Silver, size 17. The first Christian Emperor 
is very properly followed by one of the most famous of the Popes, whose 
coin bears a representation of the most glorious of Christian temples. The 
view of the church, however, shows it as projected according to the plan of 
the time, and not at all as it now stands ; possibly it is the design of Raf&ello, 
but this I am not able to assert positively. Leo X. was Pope 15 13-21. 

XXVIII. Obv. Dio E POPOLo; in exergue R. and N. C. ; the Roman 
eagle in a wreath of oak-leaves, standing on fasces. Rev. repubblica romana, 
1849; 40 BAioccHi. Silver, size 22. The series of Roman coins is made to 
end with the money issued by the short-lived Republic of 1849, which may 
be looked on either as a restoration and reminiscence of her earliest history 
and first glories, or as a presage of future change and the new order, which 
many of us may live to see. 

XXIX. Obv. FRiDERicus ; in the centre the letters i. p. r. t. arranged 
as a cross. Rev. mediolanum. Silver, size 11. I will place next to the 
coins of Rome a few pieces of Italian princes and cities. This one is a coin 
of Milan, struck by the Emperor of Germany, Frederic Barbarossa, about 
1 185. 

XXX. Obv. karol DEI GRA. lERLM. siciLiE. REX," a shield with the 
impaled arms of Jerusalem and France, surrounded by stars and a crescent 
Rev. AVE. GRACiA. PLENA. DOMiNUs. TECUM ; the Virgin Mary and the Angel 
of the Annunciation, between them a lily growing in a vase. Gold, size 15. 
This is a coin of Charles of Anjou, as King of Sicily, and titular King of 
Jerusalem, struck about 1 300. The design is beautiful, and the coin is a 
particularly creditable one for the time. 

XXXI. Obv. GiOACOHiNo NAPOLEONE, 1813; head of Murat to the 
right. Rev. regno delle due sicilie ; 5. lire ; a shield of several quarter- 
ings, with the imperial eagle of France on an escutcheon of pretense ; the 
mantling is very elaborate, with a female figure at each side, one holding an 
oar, the other a horn of plenty. Silver, size 23. We have here the features of 
the soldier of fortune and romance^ Murat, with his handsome face and curly 
flowing locks. 

XXXII. Obv. ALFONSus DUX FERRARI, III; a shicld with the arms of 
the family of Este, above a star. Rev. in hoc signo vinoes ; a mountain, on 
which stands a cross, surrounded by the implements of the crucifixion. Gold, 
size, 16 1-2. This is the golden scudo of Alfonso, Duke of Ferrara, 1559- 
97, best known to history as the husband of the infamous Lucrezia Borgia. 
There are coins with his head, but of these I have only a small copper one 
of little value. 

XXXIII. Obv. ALEX. F. PAR. PLA. DUX. III.; head of the Duke to the 
right Rev. inter lilia par, l s ; a bull walking to the left, among fl^owers. 
Silver, size 14. On this we have the portrait of the famous general, Alex- 
ander Farnese, Duke of Panna, 1586-92. 

(To be continued.) 
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OBITUARY. 

Died in Boston, 3 May, 1870, John Harvard Ellis, A.M., LL.B. JEt 28. 
The following notice is taken from the Boston Daily Evening Transcript 
of May 5 : 

In the death of John Harvard Ellis a circle of friends and relatives are sadly bereaved, and 
the community loses one of its promising young men. Carefully nurtured from his boyhood up, his 
character and life were singularly blameless. He was industrious as a student, gentlemanly and genial, 
modest, self-respecting and respectful to others in social intercourse. But recently beginning the 
practice of his chosen profession, as a member of the Suffolk Bar, and forming the closest of domestic 
ties ; returning only a few months since from a tour abroad ; in his early manhood he has been sud- 
denly removed by that insidious and baffling disease of which so many in New England are the victims. 
Such a departure must seem an irreparable loss to those whom it most nearly affects ; and onlv the 
strongest faith can teach the needed lesson of submission ; although, as in this case, they have all the 
human sympathy possible from those who knew him they so miss and mourn. 

The deceased was the only child of the Rev. George E. Ellis, D. D., who held him in his heart 
with constantly yearning affection and justifiable pride, from his very childhood ; and found in him, from 
early youth, a companion as well as a son. He bore the honored name of the founder of the college 
from which he graduated in 1862. He was interested in legal and historical studies and general litera- 
ture ; writing, on subjects for which he had a partiality, with facility, care and unexaggerated good 
sense. The Transcript, with other journals, was often favored with his communications ; and our 
readers will recall his pleasant letters from Europe published in our columns l^st year, over the 
signature of E. 

Of his worth in strong principles, conscientious regard for duty and kindly disposition, we had 
such constant observation that he leaves a marked vacancy among the young men we have looked upon 
as fit to faithfully take the responsibilities and fill the places of the generation passing away. 

Such a death can hardly be otherwise regarded than as premature ; and, though well for him, 
much is lost to us when the presence of one so fit, apparently, to live wisely and well for years to come, 
is suddenl}^ missed. But before the ordination of higher than man's wisdom, the head must bow and 
heart be still ; whilst the mournful consolation is vouchsafed of a bright memory of maturing manliness, 
that can be cherished with honoring esteem as well as with warmest affection. 



COINS OF LORD BALTIMORE. 
1659, Oct 4. 

A warrant to apprehend Cecil Lord Baltimore, and such others as are suspected to be engaged 
with him in making and exporting great sums of money, and to seize all money, stamps, tools and 
instruments for coining. 

Lord Baltimore to be summoned to attend the Committee for plantations, concerning an informa- 
tion that a great quantity of silver is coined and sent to Maryland by his orders, who are directed to 
report thereon. 

p. 477. Calendar of Stale Papers^ 1 574-1660. London, i860. 



[From the " London Athenaum ^^ of ^ Jufu.l 

" The Sanborn Collection of Coins and Medals has been sold during the past week, by Messrs. 
Sotherly, Wilkinson & Hodge, at extraordinary prices. The following are from among the more import- 
ant specimens. As, with helmeted head ot Pallas, 30;^. (Bunbury), — Agrigentum, with two eagles 
holding a hare, y>£* (Hoffman), — Catanea, with laureate head of Apollo. 25^. (Bunbury), — Eryx, the 
Erycinian Venus seiited to the left, 48;^. (Hoffman,)— Segesta, head to the right, 58;^. (Addineton\ — 
Syracusan Medallion, 40;^. (Lake Price;, — another specimen, 47;^. (Addington),— Full-faced head of 
Arethusa between two fishes, 38/. (Feuardent),— Numitoria, with head of Rome, 2^£, (Addington), — 
Servilia, with head of Liberty, i^. 15s. (Addington,) —Brutus, with cap between daggers, 27;^. (same), — 
Sextus Pompey, 32;^. ( Feuardent),— Vitellius, large brass, 48;^. los. (Addington),— Hadrian, brass medal- 
lion, 82;^. (same),— another of different type, 51;^. (same),— Antoninus Pius, brass medallion, 105;^. 
(same),— another of different type, 6 !;£. (same), — Commodus, a fine bronze medallion, 155;^. (same), — 
Tranquillina, 30,^. (Curt),— Saloninus, bronze medallion, 80/. (Count Tyskievicz), — ^Julian, 32;^. (Feuar- 
dent),— Constans the First, large silver medallion, 50;£.(Homnan),— Petronius, 18;^. i8s. (Feuardent),-— 
Geta, an unpublished large medallion in bronze, in very good preservation, 505;^. (Addington), — this is 
reported to oe the highest price any medal has ever brought at an auction. Total, 3,148;^. los. 6d.*^ 
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EDITORIAL. 

We have made arrangements with the Messrs. Marvin, to put to press an edition of the youmal 
large enough to supply all our subscribers. Hereafter we can furnish an unlimited number of copies, if 
the orders are received in season. We make this announcement lest there may be some persons who 
might feel embarrassed in subscribing for several numbers, for fear the edition would run out Dealers 
will be supplied in the order of their application. Our terms are $2.00 for one copy, or $4.00 for two 
copies, per annum; and going on at that rate. Subscribers will have the benefit of the discoimt, if they 
can find it Greenbacks will be taken at par, in payment, without regard to the price of gold on 
'Change. 

We should likf to publish in the next number of the youmal^ a complete list of all the Numis* 
matic Societies in the United States and Canada, with the names of their officers. It would be of great 
service to all persons interested in numismatic science. We should be under deep obligations to the 
respective secretaries, if they would furnish us with such a list 

We are sorry for the sake of our readers, that the Proceedings of the American Numismatic and 
Archaeological Society have not been received in season for this number. Our desire is to be the 
medium between the various Numismatic Societies and the public. We trust that our friends will see 
that we are duly supplied with the reports of their meetings, and we solicit, from all sources, notes and 
queries relating Xx\ our specialty. It will be impossible to give to the Journal a national character, 
unless we have correspondents in the different sections of the country. We are already under great 
obligations to certain persons in other cities, whom we now thank publicly without calling their names. 

An Enquiry into the Early History of Money, by R. W. Ogden. Read before the' New Orleans 
Academy of Sciences, April 11, and again, by special request, April 18, 1870. New Orleans, 1870, pp.7. 

This is a neatly printed pamphlet that deserves a wider circulation than will probably fall to its 
lot The author modestly speaks of it as a compilation, though it everywhere shows an extensive 
knowledge of the coinage of the world, which can be acquired only by a long range of reading. Mr. 
Ogden is a Corresponding member of the American Numismatic and Archaeological Society of New 
York, and has devoted many years to the study of the science. He truly says : " The study of numis- 
matics has proved of the greatest usefulness to the historian and philosopher — it has fixed dates and 
records of history — rescued from oblivion many events, the knowledge of which would otherwise have 
been lost" 

We desire to return our thanks to the editor of Mason's Monthly Coin and Stamp Collectors^ 
Magasine, for his kind expressions towards our success, and for the efforts he has made to increase our 
subscription list ; and at the same time, we would recommend his publication to the attention of the 
numismatic fraternity. His address is No. 139 North Ninth Street, Philadelphia. 



LOOSE CHANGE. 



In the Collections of the New York Historical Society for the year 1821, (Vol. iii., p. 387,) is "a 
description of some of the medals, struck in relation to important events in North America, before and 
since the Declaration of Independence by the United Slates. By James Mease, M. D., Honorary 
Member of the New York Historical Society. Read 9th June, 1818." Some interesting notes are 
given with the description. 

O. A. Jenison, of Lansing, Michigan, has the largest collection of coins and medals in the 
State, according to the Lansing State Republican, 

A Paris correspondent writes : The Prince Imperial is beginning to be a personage ; the new 
coins are to bear his head with that of his father, after the manner of some of the money maide during 
the First Empire. 

Washington Irving first made use of the expression Almighty Dollar, and it occurs in The 
Creole Village, 

A RESIDENT of Prospect, Conn., claims to have the oldest set of American manufiactured buttons 
in the country. They are vest buttons of silver, made in 1767. 

No Sovereigns were coined in England in 1867 ; no half-crowns have be^n coined since 185 1. 
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N" O T I C E . 



The "American Numismatic and Arch.«ological Society," having 
decided to discontinue the publication of the " American Journal of Numis- 
matics," the undersigned — a Committee of the " Boston Numismatic Society" — 
have undertaken to continue its issue for the ensuing year. 

The price of the Journal has been reduced from three to ^wo dollars, in 
advance, and it will be issued quarterly, containing at least the number of 
pages of the previous volumes. 

Your kind offices are requested in aid of this work, as a much larger 
circulation is very desirable, in consequence of the reduced price, and a 
desire on the part of the Committee to make it quite equal to its former 
well-sustained reputation. 

The first number appeared in July, and the others will follow as near 
the commencement of the quarter as possible. Your remittance for a yearly 
subscription is confidently requested. 

WILLIAM SUMNER APPLETON. 
SAMUEL ABBOTT GREEN. 
JEREMIAH COLBURN. 



Gentlemen to whom the Journal is sent will please remit the amount of 
Subscription, if they have not done so. Acknowledgment of payments will 
be made in each number of the Journal. 

In case of refusal, {we hope there will be nojte) please return to 

JEREMIAH COLBURN, 

17 Br omfield Street, Boston^ Mass, 

October i, 1870. 
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THE INSCRIPTION "UNUS NON SUFFICIT ORBIS," AND 
GEOGRAPHICAL MEDALS IN GENERAL. 

This woodcut, prepared for a " Numismatical History of the United 
States," will serve as the text for an article on itself, as bearing a map of the 
world, and on its inscription. An engraving of the same piece may be seen 
in the tenth volume of Kohlers' " Historischer Miinz-Belustigung," Nurem- 
burg, 1738, where it is accompanied by a long article in German. It is called 
a Neapolitan dollar of Charles II. of Spain, and may be thua described. Obv. 
CAROLUS II. D. G. HisPANiAR. E. NEAP. REX.; bust of the King facing the 
right, with long flowing hair, wearing the order of the Golden Fleece. Rev. 
On a label unus. non. sufficit. ; two hemispheres, with the maps of the Old 
and New World, between them a sceptre, surmounted by a crown ; below 
A. G. A. 1684. Silver, size 26. 

Kohlers says that this motto is taken from Juvenal, Satire X, 168, where 
the words are applied to Alexander the Great of Macedon — " Unus Pellzeo 
jiiveni non sufficit orbis." One world is ftol enough for the Pelican youth. He 
refers to another work, " Luckii Sylloge Numismatum Seculi XVI.," for 
descriptions of two nearly similar medals. This book I have also. The first 
medal is one of Francis I. of France, with a reverse of a terrestrial and a 
celestial sphere, and the inscription unus. non. sufficit. orbis. It was struck 
in 1515, Luck says after the capture of Milan. I have a beautiful impression 
in silver; it is of size 34. The second is of Philip II. " hisp. et. novi. orbis. 



26 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. [October, 

who read the following paper concerning it at the meeting held two months 
later, 6th July. 

" In accordance with the wish of the Society, I have endeavored to find 
some account of the strange piece of workmanship referred to my notice. 
But I regret to say that I have met with almost nothing relating to it I 
have brought together some of the passages which I have found, where any- 
thing like it is mentioned, and will take a few minutes to read them. 

" Prescott says, in his * History of the Conquest of Mexico,' ' The traffic 
was carried on partly by barter, and partly by means of a regulated currency, 
of different values. This consisted of transparent quills of gold dust ; of bits 
of tin, cut in the form of a T ; and of bags of cacao, containing a specified 
number of grains.' The * History of Mexico,' by Charles Cullen, is slightly 
more elaborate and particular. He enumerates five different kinds of money, 
or rather articles used as currency. After describing three, he says, * The 
fourth kind of money, which most resembled coined money, was made of 
pieces of copper in the form of a T, and was employed in purchases of little 
value. The fifth, of which mention is made by Cortes in his last letter to the 
Emperor Charles V., consisted of thin pieces of tin.' There are other passages 
like these, but containing nothing more. 

" In connection with these, it is interesting to read the words of Akerman 
in his * Introduction to the Study of Ancient and Modem Coins.' * One of 
the most remarkable facts in the history of the New World is that, notwith- 
standing the proverbial abundance of the precious metals in Mexico and 
Peru, the natives did not make use of them for currency. In the former 
country, from the time of the Aztec nation down to the race which succeeded, 
the circulating medium consisted of the cocoa seed only.' This latter state- 
ment would certainly be ' remarkable,' if a * fact' 

" Farther on, speaking of Africa, he says, ' A very singular form of money 
is current in Kordofan and Dar Four. It consists of pieces of iron, called 
Hashshash, somewhat resembling the semi-circular knife used by leather-cut- 
ters, or, as the edges are irregular, the cross section of a mushroom. The 
prototype in earlier times was probably an iron arrow-head, however much 
the present form may differ from such an object' Kordofan and Dar Four 
are countries in the Eastern part of Africa, lying to the South-west of Egypt, 
with which country they are closely connected in race and religion, as well as 
by trade. 

" I have no intention of entering here upon the question of the origin 
and connection of the Mexican race, though the quotations I have made 
readily suggest one theory. * * * * It is certainly strange that places 
so distant as Eastern Africa and Mexico should have forms of money so 
much alike and so peculiar. But the similarity of form of coinage is no very- 
strong proof of connection, especially when the similarity is as doubtful as 
this, and the coins are of different metals. * * * * 

" Akerman's statements about the currency of non-European nations 
must often be taken * cum grano salis,' and a pretty large grain too. We 
have already caught him tripping with respect to the money of the Mexicans, 
and his account of the African money is entirely at variance with that of 
another authority. Lippincott's * Gazetteer of the World ' says that ' the 
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commerce ' of Dar Four * is wholly conducted by barter.' Who shall decide, 
when doctors disagree ? 

" I offer this to the Society with reluctance, and assure you that no one 
can be more conscious than I am, of the imperfections of the first essay read 
before it" 

A similar piece, and the only other I ever heard of, is in the collection 
of coins attached to the Bibliotheque Imperiale at Paris, where I saw it in 
1866. There may be more, but I do not know their whereabouts, or even 
their existence. 

W. S. Appleton. 

ORIGIN OF E PLURIBUS UNUM. 

BY SAMUEL A. GREEN, M. D., BOSTON. 

Many attempts have been made at different times to trace the origin of 
our national motto. The only instance perhaps to be found in the classics, 
where the idea is similar to that expressed in the motto, is in Virgil's 
Moretum^ line 103, 

" Color est e pluribus unus^ 

The motto of The Spectator, for August 20th, 1711, (No. 148) is 

" Exempta juvat spinis e pluribus una, Hor. 2, Ep. ii, 212," 

though I am unable to find this version. In every edition of Horace, to 
which I have access, it. is de pluribus una ; but whichever it is, it means one 
selected from many, and not one made up of many. One of the mottoes, 
which were kept on the title-page of The Gentleman s Ma^-azine for more than 
a hundred years, was £ Pluribus Unum; and this motto was probably 
familiar to those who adopted it for the national seal. According to a paper 
in the Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 1 866-1 867, page 
351, it was first suggested by Mr. W. Barton, of Philadelphia, in 1782. 

The legend of the New York " doubloon," as well as of one of the New 
York coppers, struck in 1787, is unum e pluribus, and of the " Immunis 
Columbia" copper, struck the same year, it is e pluribus unum. On the New 
Jersey copper of 1786, and the Kentucky copper of 1791, the legend is 
e pluribus unum, and on one of the varieties of the Washington cent of 179 1, 
unum e pluribus is seen in the scroll on the reverse. 

The motto appears for the first time on the national coinage in 1796, on 
the quarter-eagle, and in the following year on the eagle and the dime. In 
1 798, it is on the silver dollar. 

From the Historical Magazine, for December, 1868, though not published until August, 1870. 

The statement is made in the Boston Transcript of October 26, 1867, 
that E Pluribus Unum was used as a motto by an English magazine, in 1690. 



ROMAN COINS. 



An old Roman had his purse full of the same pieces that we now preserve in Cabinets. As soon 
as an Emperor had done anything remarkable, it was immediately stamped on a Coin, and became cur- 
rent through his whole Dominions. It was a pretty contrivance, says Cynthio, to spread abroad the 
virtues of an Emperor, and make his actions circulate. A fresh coin was a kind of a Gazette, that pub- 
lished the latest news of the Empire. — Addison, in his Dialogues upon the Usefulness of Ancient 
Medals, 
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EARLY EXHUMATION OF COINS IN AMERICA. 

In the July number of the yournal^ (p. i6.) Mr. Crosby pointed out 
" probably the first recorded instance of the exhumation of coins in America." 
This is doubtless true of the main land, but the following relating to the 
island of Bermuda, on the coast of America, antedates it. It is taken from 
Smiths Generall Historic of Virginia, page 182, published in London, in 
1626. The pieces were found in 1 616. S. A. G. 

" The next newes that happened in this time of ease, was, that a merry 
fellow hauing found some few Dollars against the Flemish wracke, the bruit 
went currant the treasure was found, and they all made men. Much adoe 
there was to preuent the purloining of it, before they had it: where after 
they had tyred themselues with searching, that they found, amounted not to 
aboue twenty pounds starling, which is not vnlike but to be the remainder 
of some greater store, washed from some wracke not farre from the shore." 



A SELECTION OF COINS FROM THE CABINET OF 

W. S. APPLETON. 

(Continued from page 31.) 

LVI. Obv. KAROLUS. DEI. GRA. FRANCORU. REX.; the King at full length, 
crowned, in regal robes, full-faced, holding in each hand a sceptre ; the field 
is strewn with fleurs-de-lis. Rev. xpc. regnat. xpc. imperat. xpc. vincit ; 
a cross flory, elaborately designed, in an ornamental border in the shape of a 
quatrefoil, with fleurs-de-lis inside each angle, and crowns outside. Gold, size 
18. This is a royal of Charles VII. of France, the Victorious, who recon- 
quered his kingdom from the English, and reigned 1422-61. 

LVI I. Obv. FRANCiscus. DEI. GRA. FRANCORUM. REX. ; crowncd head of 
the King facing the right Rev. no. nobis, dne. sed. noi. tuo. da. gloria.; 
a crowned shield with the lilies of France ; at each side a crowned letter F. 
Silver, size 19. This is a testoon of Francis I., King of France 1515-47 
The portrait is no doubt an excellent one, with very striking features. His 
coinage is superior to that of his contemporary and rival, Henry VIII. of 
England, though not equal to that of the contemporary and rival of both, 
Charles V. of Germany. 

LVI 1 1. Obv. FRAN. et. ma. d. g. r. r. franco, scotor. q.; a crowned' 
shield with the impaled arms of France and Scotland ; at one side a cross, 
and at the other St Andrew's cross. Rev. vicit leo de tribu. iuda., 1560; 
a crowned monogram of F and M. ; at one side a fleur-de-lis, and at the other 
a thistle, both crowned. Silver, size 19. This is a tesloon of Francis II. of 
France, and his wife, Mary of Scotland, who reigned together but a very 
short time. 

LIX. Obv. KAROLUS. 9. D. G. FRANCOR. REX. ; laureate bust of the King, 
facing the left Rev. xps. vincit. xps. regnat. xps. imp., 1570; a crowned 
shield with the arms of France ; at each side a crowned k ; below l. Silver, 
size 16. This testoon, of poor metal, shows us the boyish, but brutally fool- 
ish features of Charles IX. of France. 
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LX. Obv. LUD. xiiii. D. G. FR, ET. NAV. REX.; head of the King facing 
the right, in a large wig ; behind the top of his head a flower. Rev. sit. 
NOMEN. DOMINI. BENEDicTUM, 1 709 ; three crowns in a triangle; in each angle 
a fleur-de-lis, and in the centre l ; on the edge domine. salvum. fac. regem. 
Silver, size 26. A crown of Louis XIV., the " Grand Monarque," with all 
his characteristics. 

LXI. Obv. LOUIS XVI. Roi DES FRANCOIS; head of the King facing 
the left, below a lion and 1 792. Rev. regne de la loi. ; l'an 4 de la lib- 
ERTE ; an angel standing, and writing the word constitution on a tablet 
resting on a short column, on the base of which is the name of the artist, 
DUPRE ; at the right are a cock and a ; at the left fasces crowned by a liberty 
cap, and a flower; on the edge nation la loi et le roi. Gold, size 16. 
This is a coin of the anomalous period of the French Revolution, when Louis 
XVI. was King, and Law reigned also. 

LXII. Obv. NAPOLEON empereur; head of the Emperor facing the 
right; below the initial Tr. Rev. republique francaise; an 13: within an 
olive wreath 5 francs ; at one side below a ; at the other a cock ; on the 
edge DiEU PROTEGE LA FRANCE. Silver, size 24. I have chosen this piece 
from among those of Napoleon, as showing a state of things similar to the 
last coin. An Emperor of a Republic seems rather an absurdity, unless we 
take into consideration the original meaning of the Latin Imperator^ and 
regard the French word as translated in the same sense. The head on this 
coin is especially grand, and might be a portrait of the Roman Emperor 
Augustus. 

LXIII. Obv. HENRI V. ROI DE FRANCE; bust of the King in uniform, 
facing the left. Rev. A crowned shield with the arms of France ; at the 
sides 5 F, the whole between two olive-branches; below 1832, between two 
fleurs-de-lis; on the edge, domine salvum fac regem. Silver, size 23 1-2. 
After the expulsion of Charles X. of France in 1830, and his abdication in 
favor of his grandson, the Due de Bordeaux, coins were struck in the name 
of the latter, as Henry V. He has never held royal authority, and is now 
best known as the Comte de Chambord. He appears on the coins a boy. 

LXI V. Obv. RiCARDUS REX ; a cross patee. Rev. pictaviensis, in three 
lines across the field. Silver, size 12 1-2. I will place next to the royal coins 
of France a few pieces of French princes. This one is a coin struclc by 
Richard Coeur-de-lion of England, for Poitou, of which he was Count. 
Reigned 1189-99. 

LXV. ED. po. GNS. regis, angli. pns. aquita ; the Prince at half length, 
full-faced, holding a sword in his right hand, to which he points with his left ; 
roses divide the words of the inscription, at the end of which is a cross. 
Rev. auxillium. meum. a. domino, r. ; a cross, of which the four arms end 
in acorns and oak-leaves ; in the angles are two lions and two fleurs-de-lis 
alternately. The inscription is divided as on the obverse, with a cross at the 
end. Gold, size 1 7. This is a hardi of Edward the Black Prince^ struck at 
La Rochelle for the Duchy of Aquitaine ; it is quite peculiar in appearance. 
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the arms of Philip of Spain impaling those of Mary of England ; above XII. 
Silver, size 20. This coin, with the portraits of Philip II of Spain and 
" Bloody " Mary of England, has become famous as the suggestion of Sam. 
Butler's well-known couplet, 

'* Still amorous, and fond, and billing, 
Like Philip and Mary on a shilling." 

XLVIII. Obv. ELIZABETH. DIG: ANG: PRA : ET. HIB : REGINA ; the 

Queen seated on her throne, full-faced, in royal robes, crowned, holding in her 
right hand a sceptre, in her left an orb ; the throne is elaborately ornamented; 
below is a portcullis, and at the end of the inscription a shell. Rev. A. i>KO : 
PAOTU : EST. ISTUD. ET. EST. MiRAB : IN. ocuLis. NRS ; a large double rose, on 
which is a shield with the arms of England and France ; above a shelL 
Gold, size 27 1-2. This type of sovereign, which continued in use in Eng- 
land during several reigns, from its large size and elegant workmanship is 
one of the grandest coins ever issued. In consequence of the smalt scale of 
the figure, it can not be considered of much value as a portrait. 

XLIX. Obv. OAROLUS: d: g: magn: brit : pr: et: hi: rex; the 
King at half-length, facing the left, crowned, in armor, holding in his right 
hand a sword, and in his left an olive-branch ; behind his head a fleur-de-lis, 
as also at the end of the inscription. Rev. exurgat : dbus : et : dissipein- 
TUR iNiMioi ; on a scroll in the field, relig : prot : leg : angl : liber : par; 
above in and three fleurs-de-lis, below 1643. Gold, siie 28. This three- 
pound piece is a specimen of the money coined by King Charles I, out of 
the proceeds of the plate furnished by the Colleges of Oxford, after the 
breaking out of hostilities, known as the Great Rebellion. His head closely 
resembles the portraits by Vandyke. The inscription on the reverse is his 
last appeal to his people. 

L. Obv. the commonwealth of England ; a shield with the cross of 
St. George, between two branches of laurel and palm. Rev. god. with. vs. 
1653; two shields, one with the cross of St. George, the other with a harp ; 
above xx. Gold, size 21 1-2. This is a sovereign of the Commonwealth, 
of which the inscription caused Royalists to say that God was on one side, 
and the Commonwealth on the other. 

LI. Obv. OLivAR, D. G. RP. ANG. SCO. ET. HIB. &c. PRO. ; laureate head 
of the Protector facing the left Rev. pax. qu^ritur. bello. 1656; a 
crowned shield with the crosses of England and Scotland and the harp of 
Ireland quarterly, and over all an escutcheon of pretense with the family 
arms of Cromwell. Gold, size 19. This is a beautiful specimen of coinage, 
besides bearing a remarkable portrait; probably no truer was ever taken. 
These sovereigns are quite rare, and seem hardly to have been in use as 
money of England. 

LI I. Obv. MARIA. &. HENROf DEL GRA. R. dr". R. SOOTORIT; a crowned 
shield with the lion of Scotland ; at each side a thistle. Rev. exurgat. 
DEUS. &. DissiPENT* iNiMioi. Elf ; a crowned palm-tree ; on a label before it 
DAT GLORIA vires; in field, 1566; above a thistle. Silver, size 26. This 
coin with the names, but not the portraits, of Mary Stuart of Scotland and 
Henry Darnley, was officially called the Mary Ryall, but is commonly known 
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as the Cruickstown dollar, from bearing a representation of a famous yew-tree 
in the grounds of Cruickstown Castle. 

LI 1 1. Obv. JACOBUS, vin. del gratia.; head of the King, facing the 
right. Rev. see. an. pra. et hib. rex. 17 16; four shields with the arms 
of Scotland, England, France and Ireland, arranged as a cross ; in the centre 
is a thistle, and between the shields are four sceptres. Silver, size 16 J. This 
is a shilling of the Old Pretender, from a die prepared for an issue of money 
for Scotland ; this piece was struck many years afterwards. 

LIV. Obv. oarlus rex fr; a cross in the centre, and at the end of 
the inscription. Rev. metullo : in the centre a monogram of K r l s, in a 
cross ; a cross at the end of the inscription. Silver, size 13^ This is prob- 
ably, but not certainly, a coin of Charlemagne, who issued many varieties of 
money closely resembling it Reigned 768-814. 

LV. Obv. lOHANNEs: DEI: GRACIA: FRANCORU: rex; the King in 
armor on horseback, gallopping to the left, holding a sword in his right hand ; 
his armor and the horse are ornamented with fleurs-de-lis. Rev. xpo. regnat. 
XPO. imperat. xpo. vinoit, ; a cross flory, elaborately designed, in an orna- 
mented border in the shape of a quatre-foil. Gold, size 19. This is 2i franc 
cCor, or franc ct cheval of John the Good, King of France 1350-64, struck, 
says Le Blanc, in 1360, on the return of the King from prison in England. 
The design is beautiful. 

(To be continued.) 



ANCIENT ITALIAN RELICS. 

The interesting correspondent of the Boston Daily Advertiser^ in a late 
letter, gives an account of a visit to the Etruscan Museum at Rome, in com- 
pany with Lanciani, the Archaeologist and Architect. We extract the fol- 
lowing : — 

Among the very curious things collected in this little museum, are some bronze hatchets 
which were found at Temi two years ago, and which belong to the age of bronze, or before 
Etruscan times.* It has been supposed the people had no money, in those days, and yet these 
hatchets are cut and broken into pieces which seem to have been meant for such a purpose. 
They are of one weight, or exact multiplied weight, not a fraction's difference between them. 
They are not stamped or worked in any way, are simply broken or cut off, rather rudely, but in 
exact proportions. It seemed strange to me, when I held these bits of bronze in my hands, to 
think of them as having been the representatives of wealth, for we are accustomed to regarding 
gold and silver as the only legitimate form of money. In those far off days, three thousand years 
ago, the peoples who used these clumsy, inconvenient bits of bronze, as a trading medium, could 
not have possessed that which we consider wealth — the value which skill and labor adds to 
the raw material, — therefore money was of no possible use to them ; they had no riches to 
measure and circulate. It is all a mystery, and yet here lie these bits of bronze before us, in 
exact weight, which, when placed together, form little hatchets, and must have been severed for 
some trading use. 
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LXXX. Obv. GUSTAV. ADOLPH. D. G. SUECO. GOTHO. VANDALO. REX. 

MAG ; laureate bust of the King in armor at three-quarter face to the right 
Rev. PRiNC. FINLAND. DUX. ETHO. ET CARDOM. ING 1 632 ; a shield with the arms 
Sweden. Silver, size 27. This beautiful coin most appropriately follows the 
last ; it bears the remarkable features of Gustavus Adolphus of Sweden. 

LXXXI. Obv. CHRISTINA. D. G. SUE. GOT. WAN. Q. DE. REGI. ET. PR. 

hae; bust of the Queen at three-quarter face to the left, crowned and richly 
dressed, with long flowing hair. Rev. salvator. mundi. salva. nos. m. d. 
c.xLiv. ; figure of Christ, full-faced, with his right hand raised, and holding 
an orb in his left ; at the left are three shields joined and crowned; in the 
field A G. Silver, size 27 1-2. This coin has the head of that strange woman. 
Queen Christina of Sweden. 

LXXXII. Obv. CAROLUS. XII. d. g. rex. sueciae; bust of the King in 
armor facing the left. Rev. illeir. ®abj. tjiclp. ; in exergue l. c. 1707; a 
shield supported by two lions, containing the arms of Sweden and Norway, 
and on an escutcheon of pretense, the arms of the Bavarian Palatinate. 
Silver, size 26. This is a coin of the Madman, Charles XII. of Sweden. 

LXXXIII. Obv. GABRIEL D. G. EL. HUNGARIAE. DAL. OR. SCL. REX.; the 

Prince at half length in armor, facing the right, holding in his right hand a 
sceptre. Rev. trans, princeps. et. siculor. com. 1621; a shield with the 
arms of Hungary and Transylvania; on an escutcheon of pretense the family 
arms of the Prince; in the field k. b. Silver, size 27. This is a thaler of 
Gabriel Bethlem, Prince of Transylvania, associated in date and history with 
numbers LXXIX. and LXXX. 

LXXXI V. Obv. LIBRE POR LA coNSTiTUCiON ; laureate head facing 
the right ; on the lower part of the bust bolivar. Rev. republica boliviana. 
8 s. 1836. L. M. and a monogram of Potosi ; a tree, at each side of which lies 
a llama; above six stars; on the edge sucre. 1824 acucho. Silver, size 
24 1-2. This dollar preserves the features of Bolivar, the Liberator of South 
America. 

LXXXV. Obv. FAusTiN 'I."* empereur d' haitl 1850; crowned 
head of the Emperor to the^left. Rev. liberte independance six centimes 
UN quart; a shield with the imperial arms, supported by two lions. Copper, 
size 20 1-2. This coin is interesting, and will become more so, as having the 
portrait of the negro, Soulouque, who raised himself to the rank of Emperor 
of Hayti, which he held for about ten years. 

LXXXVI. Obv. MAXiMiLiANO emperador; head of the Emperor to 
the right; below the bust a label with an inscription, which I cannot decipher 
with certainty. Rev. imperio mexicano, 20 pesos, 1866, and a monogram of 
the name of the city Mexico; a shield with the imperial arms, supported by 
two griffins, and behind it a sword and sceptre crossed ; on a label below 
EQUiDAD EN LA jusTiciA. Gold, sizc 22. The memorials of the short-lived 
Emperor of Mexico are certainly interesting, and in the future will be rare, 
as the gold coins now are. It may be noted, that coins of the Republic were 
struck in each year of Maximilian's reign in Mexico. 
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LXXXVII. Obv. J. BROOKE rajah; head to the left Rev. Sarawak, 
1863; a wreath of olive, within which one cent. Copper, size 18 J. The 
life of Sir James Brooke, an Englishman, who died in 1868, is more like a 
romance than the simple truth of history, and very modern history too. He 
obtained from the Sultan of Borneo the Rajahship of Sarawak, in the north- 
em part of that island, and the British government also made him Governor 
of the neighboring island of Labuan. He exercised many of the rights of 
sovereign power, and has left proofs of his rule in cents and postage-stamps 
with his portrait 

LXXXVIII. Obv. kamehameha hi. ka moi. 1847; bust of the King, 
full-faced in uniform. Rev. aupuni Hawaii ; a wreath of olive, within which 
HAPA haneri. Copper, size 1 7. This is a coin with the portrait of the King 
of the Sandwich Islands, whose name it bears; it is an imitation of the United 
States cent, and doubtless owes its existence to the American missionaries, or 
others in the service of the King. 

I have been obliged to omit from this selection a few coins on account of 
the difficulty of reproducing the inscriptions on them. Among them are the 
Jewish shekel, coins of Peter and Catharine of Russia, Arabic, Mogul, 
Chinese and Japanese coins. If the circulation of the Journal were twice as 
large as it is, the Committee would gladly have appropriated a part of the 
additional funds to the purpose of illustrating this article with photographs 
of some or all of the coins described in it ; but the expense was too great to 
be undertaken under present circumstances. 



ESTABLISHMENT OF THE UNITED STATES MINT. 

[Continued from VoL 5, page 45.] 

# * # # It is my duty to mention to Congress, information I have 
received, that guineas of base metal are coined at Birmingham, [England,] so 
well, as to escape any common attention. * * * It has been already observed, 
that, to have the money unit very small, is advantageous to commerce ; but 
there is no necessity that this money unit be exactly represented in coin ; it 
is sufficient that its value be precisely known. On the present occasion, two 
copper coins will be proper — the one of eight units, and the other of five. 
These may be called an eight and a five : two of the former will make a 
penny, proclamation of Pennsylvania money; and three a penny of Georgia 
money ; of the latter, three will make a penny York money, and four a penny 
lawful, or Virginia money. * * * * 

Robert Morris. 
Office of Finance, January 15, 1782. 
State Papers, Vol. vii, p. 102. 

* * * * Lastly, as to the names above chosen, they, like all other names, 
are arbitrary, and better may, perhaps, be substituted ; the word crown, 
occurred from the following idea of an impression for the gold coin ; an 
Indian, his right foot on a crown, a bow in his left hand, in his right hand 
thirteen arrows, and the inscription — Ma^us inimica Tyrannts. 

State Papers, Vol. vii, p. 105. 

VOL. V. 8 
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* » * * Yhe dollar originally contemplated in the money transactions 
of this country, by successive diminutions of its weight and fineness, has 
sustained a depreciation of five per cent, and yet the new dollar has a 
currency, in all payments in place of the old, with scarcely any attention to 
the difference between them. * » * * 

The unequal values allowed in different parts of the Union to coins of 
the same intrinsic worth ; the defective species of them which embarrass the . 
circulation of some of the States ; and the dissimilarity in their several 
moneys of account, are inconveniences, which, if not to be ascribed to the 
want of a national coinage, will at least be most effectually remedied by the 
establishment of one — a measure that will, at the same time, give additional 
security against impositions by counterfeit as well as by base currencies. 

* * * * With regard to the number of different pieces which shall compose 
the coins of the United States, two things are to be consulted — convenience 
of circulation, and cheapness of coinage. - Numerous and small (if not too 
minute) sub-divisions assist circulation ; but the multiplication of the smaller 
kinds increases expense ; the same process being necessary to a small as to a 
large piece. As it is easy to add, it will be advisable to begin with a small 
number, till experience shall decide whether any other kinds are necessary. 
The following, it is conceived, will be sufficient in the commencement : 

One gold piece, equal in weight and value to ten units, or dollars. 

One gold piece, equal io a tenth part of the former y and which shall be a 
unit or dollar. 

One silver piece, which shall be a unit or dollar. 

One silver piece, which shall be, in weight and value, a tenth part of the 
silver unit or dollar. 

One copper piece, which shall be of the value of a hundredth part of a 
dollar. 

One other copper piece, which shall be half of the value of the former. 

# * * ♦ 'pj^^ eagle is not a very expressive or apt appellation for the 
largest gold piece, but nothing better occurs. The smallest of the two gold 
coins J may ie called the dollar^ or unit, in common with the silver piece with 
which it coincides, * * * * The copper coins- may be formed, merely with a 
view to good appearance, as, any difference in the wearing that can result from 
difference of form, can be of little consequence in reference to that metal. 

# » # * j*^ devices of the coins are far from being matters of indifference, as 
they may be made the vehicles of useful impressions. They ought, therefore, 
to be emblematical, but without losing sight of simplicity. * * * 

Alexander Hamilton, Secretary of the Treasury. 
January 28, 1791. 
State Papers, Vol. vii, p. 98, 99. 



"NUMISMATA TYPOGRAPHICA." 

A prospectus of a forth-coming volume, bearing the above title, has just been issued by 
William Blades, of London, England. Mr. Blades has made a collection of near two hundred 
medals connected with the art of printing, and is desirous of adding to his collection any others 
which have been struck, relating to the subject. The series will include Medals of Printers, 
Printers' Societies, Associations, Commemorations, Business Tokens, &c. 

Mr. Blades's address is : — 11 Abchurch Lane, London, England. 
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RE-STRUCK HALF CENTS DISTINGUISHABLE FROM ORIG- 
INALS. HUB OF 1841, COIN OF SAPOR, RUPEES OF MAHRATTA AND 

BURMAH, LIMERICK GUN MONEY. 

It is well known that some of the scarcer Half Cents, comprising amongst 
others, those from 1840 to 1849 inclusive, were re-struck at the U. S. Mmt 
some years subsequently to the date of their issue. By one formerly 
employed in the Mint I have been told that all these dates were re-coined 
excepting two, the dies of which he understood could not be found : and he 
apprehended there was no way by which they could be distinguished from 
originals, unless the latter could be traced to a time prior to the year of 
re-coinage. Another person who had, as I supposed, unusual facilities for 
acquaintance with the subject, stated that there were re-strikes of all the 
forties, but not more to the best of his knowledge than three complete sets. 

These representations not being satisfactory to my mind, I have endeav- 
ored to find out what I could learn from a careful examination of the coins 
themselves. In the eflfort to obtain a complete set of the Half Cents, a '46 
and a '43 that came into my hands, I found had reverses that were not 
products of the same die. The former had ten large round berries, promi- 
nently adorning its wreath. The other had eleven berries of much smaller 
size, some of them even rudimentary, and mostly rather elongated. They 
also differed in the arrangement of the ribbon which fastens the ends of the 
wreath. On the '46, it was turned, at the upper part, behind the first leaf to 
the observers left. On the '43, it was turned back upon itself at an acute 
angle, leaving the corresponding leaf in its entirety resting upon the field. 
Further investigation showed there was a '46, having a like reverse with my 
'43, and a '43 with a reverse like my '46 ; and not only so, but eventually I 
found half cents from 1840 to 1849, inclusive, having each of the reverses. 
The small berry and sharp-angled-ribbon reverse, proved to be precisely that 
of all the common halves of 49, and later dates. The inference was irre- 
sistible, either that two dies were employed each year during the decade 
under consideration — ^which is highly improbable, considering the exceedingly 
limited number coined— or else that those with a reverse like that of the late 
dates, were made with one or more of the late dies. This last supposition 
has been confirmed by an inspection of the Mint Cabinet, an opportunity for 
which was recently given me by the Director, where I found all these halves 
to be products of wiat is concluded by considerations presented above, to 
have been original dies. The reader may be assured that more than three 
complete sets were made, true though it be that they, as well as the originals, 
on account of the chain of which they form an important part, as well as 
their great scarcity, will always be desirable, and only to be obtained at a 
large premium. 

It may be interesting to mention a slight accidental depression which 
can be traced on all half cents of the '40's and '50's, excepting 1 840. This 
depression runs across the hair, below the ear, in the direction of the fourth 
star to the right of the date. It shows that the hub of 1841 was ever after 
employed on the half cents, and is another instance of the light which minute 
examination throws upon the science of numismatics. 

In your last editorial, you " solicit from all sources, notes and queries 
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peace ; " in the centre are the national arms, quartered, as usual, on a shield, 
which, in the present case, is garnished ; it is sometimes plain. 

I hope these interesting relics of the past, so happily brought fortii to 
instruct and gratify the curiosity of the present age, will be acceptable to 
your venerable Society ; and that the historical sketch I have added of a noted 
spot in our early annals, of which your renowned ancestor has given us the 
first notice, will not be tedious or unwelcome to yourself. 

I am the Society's ever faithful friend. 

And your obedient servant, 

Wm. Willis. 



DESCRIPTION OF COINS. 

A STRICT uniformity in the use of a few technical words has not always 
prevailed among numismatic writers. In order to convey a precise descrip- 
tion of a coin, or of a medal, it is necessary that such a uniformity should 
exist. This statement seems so evident that it should require no effort to 
prove it. We refer now, however, to one or two expressions 'which mean 
different things with different persons. For instance, in the last number of 
this Journal, (p. 8,) the question was raised as to what was meant by the head 
on a coin turning to the right or the left ; whether it had reference to the 
right of the beholder or the right of the person whose head was so repre- 
sented. Our opinion is that this description has reference to the person 
looking at the piece, though instances may be quoted where the other opinion 
prevails. This view seems the simplest, and it is confirmed by the article on 
Numismatics in the New American Cyclopaedia. Let us give another 
instance^ At a recent meeting of the Boston Numismatic Society, the 
distinction between type and variety was discussed, and it was found that the 
members did not by any means agree on the difference between these two 
words. As the article in the Cyclopaedia touches upon these very points and 
gives the distinction between other terms, we copy the following extract : — 

S« A,^ O* 

" A coin is a piece of metal bearing an impressed device, and designed for circulation as 
money. A medal is a largp piece of metal struck with one or more dies, intended to commemo- 
rate some event, and not designed for circulation. A medallion is now generally understood to 
be synonymous with a medal. A medallet is a. small medal, usually but not necessarily of 
inferior workmanship. A token is a small medal, usually but not always of the same size with 
the current coin of the country in which it is struck, and issued for purposes of private individ- 
uals. The obverse of a coin or other piece is that side which bears the portrait or principal 
design indicating the country, nation, or object for which it was struck. The other side is t^ 
reverse. The head or portrait on a piece is said to face to the right or left with reference to the 
beholder's right or left hand. When the design on a specimen varies in any decided character- 
istic from one already known, while the general object and purpose is [are.^] manifestly the same! 
this is said to constitute a new type. When the variation is very slight, as in the size of tl^ 
lettering or the distance between letters, it is classed as a variety. Proofs are coins or medals 
struck from the original die as it leaves -the hands of the die-cutter, and are thus distinguished 
from specimens struck with dies which have been reproduced by pressure from the origii^l dies 
Pattern or mint pieces are coins struck in any mint and proposed for adoption in the coinap^ of 
a country, but not adopted in the year of their first manufacture." *^ 
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ENGLISH SALES OF AMERICAN COINS, i8i7«i844. 

From a volume of priced catalogues in our collection we extract the 
following, showing the frequency of rare American coins in English Collec- 
tions ; many of the specimens were unknown to American Collectors at the 
date of the various sales. 



Caxon's. 

1844. 
Blick's. 

1843. 



it 



Milles. 

1843. 



i< 



It 



it 



1840. 



<« 
it 



it 

Robson. 
1840. 



t< 

ti 

it 
tt 



New England Shilling, Sixpence, and Threepence, . 

Kentucky Token, struck in silver with five other pieces, 

General Washington. Medal, large size^ with seven 

vaTtouSj .••.•• 

George I. Rosa Americana, three. Gun money, 
James II. eleven, . . . . . 

LiBERTAS Americana, head of Liberty. Rev. France 
protecting the Infant Hercules from the attack of a 
lion, ^ne; and another, inscribed Prima Epocha, 
wreath. Rev. two Globes. .... 

New England Shillings, 1652, six; Sixpence, and 
Threepence, eight pieces, . . . . 

Rosa Americana, George I., 4 ; and twenty other 

L/l\^v«C9, ... ... 

Rosa Americana Halfpenny, two different, and four 
other pieces, ..... 

Virginia Halfpenny, /r^^/ and ten other pieces, 

" Massachusetts and Newark Ninepence," and six 
other pieces, ..... 

Medallion of Gen. Washington, and four others. 



George I., Pence, Halfpence and Farthing of America, 

Rosa Americana, seven, and ten other pieces, 
George III., Virginia, one, and thirty-three other 

George Washington, Medal, fine and large size, and 
two others, ...... 

Virginia Halfpence, and twelve various, 
George I., PeYiny and Halfpenny. Rosa Americana; 
another Penny, the head being much larger, in poor 
condition^ but an extremely rare variety^ with four 
other pieces, ..... 

WeUing's. 

1839. George I., Rosa Americana; Virginia Halfpenny, and 

thirty-nine others various, .... 
" God preserve Carolina, and the Lord's Proprietors, 

1694, not fine ; and twenty-two various, 

Leyboum^s. 

1838. New England, five pieces, and six others various, 
" North American Coins, from the Dollar to the smallest 

Currency, sixteen pieces, .... 



J. c. 

;^i I o 
o 15 o 

040 
030 



o 13 o 
o 10 o 
o 16 o 

O II o 

o 10 o 

17 o 

030 

1 15 o 

13 o 

O ID O 

1 16 o 



I 13 o 
070 

O II o 

13 o 

1 20 
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Leybourn's. 

1838. Eagle of NortK America, . • . . 220 

" Half Eagle, Quarter, and Eighth, . . • 2120 

" ** One North American Two-Dollar Piece," and three 

South American, • • • . • . i 10 o 

Bentham. 

1838. New England Shillings, four; Sixpence; Three- 
pence; and Twopence, 1652. Seven pieces, . o 16 o 
" Caecilius, Lord Baltimore's Shilling and Sixpence, . 170 

Shepherd. 

1837. Virginia Halfpenny, 1773, proof; Kentucky Half- 
penny ; and seven various, . . . .110 
North American Double Eagle and Quarter Eagle, . 2120 
North American Eagle, 1823,^;^^, . . . 190 
North American Eagle, 1831 ; Quarter do. 1834, fine, i 11 o 

Phares. 

1834. New England Shilling and Sixpence, with N E and 
value stamped at the edge of the Coins ; the last is 
0/ extreme rarity, . • . . • o 18 o 

Massachusetts Shilling, Sixpence, Threepence, and 
Twopence, . . . . . .090 

Lord Baltimore's Shilling, Sixpence and Groat, well 
preserved, t/ie Shilling and Groat very rare, . 240 

Edmonds. 

1830. Lord Baltimore's Sixpence, rare, . • . o 16 o 

" Virginia Halfpeany, proof; 1773, by Pingo, and five 

various, • • . . .• .150 

Higgs. 

1830. George HI., Virginia Halfpenny; a Pattern, by Z?n?^, 

1788; and nineteen other pieces, various, . . i 12 o 

Rich. 

1828. Shilling, stamped on the edge with NE, and XII. 

said to be the first coin minted in New England ; it 
has much more the appearance of a siege coin of 
Charles I., . . . . . .' o 10 o 

Sixpence, type of the last, NE, and VI, extremely rare, i 10 o 
New England Shilling, Sixpence, and Threepence, . 086 
Baltimore Shilling, Sixpence, and Groat, . ^ . 2 14 o 

Mollis. ^ * " 

1817, Silver Medals of the American Republic, on establish- 
ing their Independence, &c., four, . . . 340 
Five others relating to the same occasion, . . 460 
New England Shilling and Sixpence, on one side, N. E. 
on the other, XII, and VI, very rare. Massachu- 
setts Shillings, four ; Sixpence, one ; Threepences, 
two ; Twopences, three, . * . . .340 
Lord Baltimore's Shilling, Sixpence, and Groat, . 240 
Sommer Island, obverse, a Hog, over it the figure XII ; 
reverse, a Ship. Engraved by Snelling from this 
piece, considered as unique, . . . , 2100* 
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HoUis. 

1817. George II., his Head and Titles, reverse, a Leafed 

Rose, Crowned, inscribed, Rosa Americana, 1733, 
" Utile Dulci," see SnelHng's View of Coins struck 
in our Colonies abroad, &c., Plate 4, No. 28 ; an^ 
other of these pieces is in the Collection of Marina^ 
duke TrattUy Esq., which belonged to Mr, Edward 
Bootle, very fine, . . . . .660 

Social Club Medal. 

General Washington, Franklin, Linnaeus; one on the 
Liberty of America, 4th July, 1776; and one on 
the Social Club being instituted in Charles Town, Jarvis. 
South Carolina, 1763, 8, *. . . . 2 14 o 



THE OLDEN TIME OF LEWIS COUNTY, [NEW YORK.] 

BY CALEB LYON, OF LYONSDALE. 

In the land of vines and olives, over three score years ago, 
Where the Bourbon Rulers perished in unutterable wo, 
Plans matured for emi^jation sanctioned were with revel gay. 
In saloons of la oelle Paris, by the friends of Chassenais. 

On a hundred thousand acres, never trod by feet of men, 

He had mapped out farms and vine5rards, roads o'er precipice and glen, 

And, like scenes of an enchsmter, rose a city wondrous fisur, 

With its colleges and churches, and its castles in the air. 

Then was struck a classic medal by this visionary band : 
Cybele was on the silver, and beneath was " Castorland," 
The reverse a tree of maple, yielding forth its precious store, 
Salve magna parens frugum'wiA the legend that it bore. 

O'er the Atlantic, up the Hudson, up the Mohawk's dreary wild. 
With his flock came Bishop Julien, ever gentle as a child ; 
His kind words dispelled their sorrows and their trials by the way, 
As the darkness of the morning fades before the god of day. 

By la Riviere de la Famine, ocean-tired and travel-sore— 
Tney up-reared a rustic altar, tapestried with mosses o'er ; 
Crucifix they set upon it where the oak tree's shadow fell 
Lightly o'er the lighted tapers, 'mid the sweet Te Deum's swell. 

Never Dominus Vobiscum, falling upon human ears. 
Made so many heart-slrings quiver, fill'd so many eyes with tears. 
The Good Shepherd gave his blessing — even red men gathered there, 
Felt the sacrifice of Jesus in his first thanksgiving prayer. 

After toils and many troubles, self-exile for many years, 

Long delays and sad misfortunes, men's regrets and women's tears, 

Unfulfilled the brilliant outset, broken as a chain of sand. 

Were the golden expectations by Grande Rapides" promised land. 

• 
Few among this generation little cared how lived or died 
Those who fled from Revolution, spirits true and spirits tried ; 
Or of loves and lives all ended, orbs of hope forever set — 
These the poet and the painter cannot let the world forget. 
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PINE TREE MONEY. 

The following extracts are found in the Massachusetts Historical Collec- 
tions, (vol. ii, p. 276, second series,) and show that American coinage began to 
attract attention more than a hundred years ago. 

" Extracts from a letter of Thomas Hollis, Esquire, to Rev. Andrew 
Eliot, D. D., and from the answer. 

Explanation of plate xxx. New England* SIXPENCE, No. 5, N. E^ 
stamped on a piece of plate. Reverse, vi. 

Shilling, No. 10, Masathvsets in Pourtraiture of the good Samaritan. 
Over it Fac Simile. No Reverse. 

Peny, No. 14, . . sathvs ... A pine. Reverse, . . . gla . . In the 
area, 1652. . Below the date, i. 

If the sixpence, No. 5, and shilling. No. 10, and peny, No. 14, [and the 
half-peny, if stricken,] can be procured for T. H. in fair, unrubbed, uncleaned 
condition, he will be glad of them at any price. 

Pray forgive the liberty and trouble of this commission. 

Palmal, 18 Dec. 1767. 

Boston, 18 April, 1767. 

Sir, 

* * * # * * #.# * 

I am extremely sorry that I am not able at present to gratify you with 
respect to the New England coin. * * 

The portraiture of the good Samaritan no one among us ever heard of. 
I am persuaded it was not a current coin ; but a medal struck on some 
particular occasion. 

I have all the other New England coins. The small ones are scarce, but 
I have several very well preserved ; and they are entirely at your service." 

The design of the so-called " Good Samaritan " piece was undoubtedly 
the work of some English Apothecary, who without any special object in 
view, stamped the piece with his trade-mark. It is figured in Felts Account 
of Massachusetts Currency, (plate p. 38,) as well as the fabulous Pine-tree 
penny, which is alluded to by Mr. Hollis. 

S. A. G. 



THE COFFIN MEDAL. 



Some few years since. Sir Isaac Coffin, Bart, had a medal struck in 
commemoration of his ancestor, Trist[r]am Coffin; which with his accus-- 
tomed liberality he presented to all the male descendants of the name. It 
bore on one side a full length figure of their ancestor in the Spanish costume, 
with this inscription, " Trist[r]am Coffin, the first of the race that settled in 
America, 1642 " ; and on the reverse were four hands joined — " Do honor to 
his name." — " Be united." Thacher's American Medical Biography, Boston, 

182^, vol. i., p. 229. Note. 

— 

♦ " See * Tables of English silver and gold coins. First published by Martin Folkes, Esq., and 
now reprinted with plates and explanations by the Society of Antiquaries.* Printed, London, 1763, in 
2 vol. quarto, p. 91. T. H. had the honor to present a copy of the above work to the Public Library 
of Harvard College." 
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THE COINAGE OF VERMONT, 

Having been favored with a perusal of the carefully prepared paper of the 
Rev. Edmund F. Slafter upon the above mentioned subject, which is soon to 
appear in the volume of Collections of the Vermont Historical Society now 
in press, we think a brief notice of one portion of it will be found of interest 
to our readers. The article treats of the regular issues of the Vermont mint 
with much fullness, setting out* zn extenso the legislation and contracts in 
relation thereto, with such additional information as is attainable from all 
sources of authority. 

The portion of the paper which will have most interest for numismatic 
inquirers, however, relates to certain coins not authorized by law, but com- 
monly ascribed to Vermont, bv collectors and compilers of catalogues, and 
remarkable for bearing some of the devices of the copper currency of Great 
Britain. They may be divided, by their legends, into three classes, viz. 
I. Vermon. AucTORi, reverse, Britannia: 2. Georgius III Rex, rev. Inde. 
ET Lib. or Immune Columbia, or Britannia: 3. Glorious (?) Ill Vts. (?), 
rev. Britt. (?) 

With regard to them all, it may be stated that they were sanctioned by 
no law; that Harmon, the contractor with Vermont for the production of her 
coinage, would have rendered himself liable to the forfeiture of heavy bonds 
if he had manufactured these illegitimate pieces in the State ; and that there 
is apparently no tradition or suspicion that any of them emanated from the 
regular mint at Rupert. 

It is charged, however, that some of these coins were emitted during 
certain negotiations between agents of Great Britain and leading citizens of 
Vermont, with reference to the annexation of that province to the British 
dominions. But (to say nothing of the absurdity of the idea that a pending 
treaty would be signalized by the issue of a copper currency!) the negotiations 
alluded to, arose out of, and terminated with the existence of the. revolutionary 
war ; while there is no pretence that any part of the hybrid coinage came 
into being before 1785, two years after the declaration of peace. 

Moreover there is no evidence to connect the 2d class of these coins, 
(Georgius III Rex, with various reverses,) with Vermont, except a supposed 
resemblance in point of style and execution, to the legalized coinage ; and as 
coarse workmanship and want of originality of design were by no means 
peculiar to the Green Mountain State, this can hardly be deemed conclusive. 

The 3d class of these coins is included, by Sandham, in his treatise on 
the Coins of Canada, among those whose origin is " Doubtful." He reads 
the legend " Georicus III Vis.," and is probably correct in so doing. Good 
specimens are seldom, if ever, to be found. We have never seen one which 
presented any trace of the arms of the letter T in the last word, nor which 
had a space between the V and S, wide enough to admit a T. Add to this 
the fact that Vts. was never used as a contraction for Vermont ; and appa- 
rently this ungracious copper must seek its parentage elsewhere. In all 
probability it is simply a witless caricature, of Canadian origin, and dating 
from the early quarter of the present century. 

But where and by whom were the mongrel, British-American coppers, 
constituting the ist and 2d classes, manufactured ? This is a question easier 

VOL. V, 6 
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to ask than to answer, in the present state of .our knowledge. But conjecture 
may be hazarded, and our readers can form their own judgment of the proba- 
bility of its correctness. 

In 1787, Harmon, the Vermont mint-contractor, formed a partnership 
with Capt. Machin and several others, for carrying on the business of coining 
money in the County of Ulster, New York. It seems that they accomplished 
but little, however, for they only minted about one thousand pounds* weight 
of copper. What kind of coins were struck there', there is no information. 
It was a private establishment, having no connection, so far as is known, with 
any State coinage. Though it has been styled a " branch of the Vermont 
mint," yet there is no evidence that it was so ; but on the contrary, the 
establishment at' Rupert, capable of striking thirty coins per minute, was 
amply sufficient for the regular service, and does not appear to have been 
discontinued. 

It is understood that the State coinage had, at that time, little currency 
in Canada; but if copper could be coined which would pass readily there, it 
would undoubtedly yield a handsome profit. The most obvious method to 
accomplish this, was to imitate the design of the British half pence. To 
counterfeit them would involve no risk to the coiner^ if he did it upon foreign 
soil; but the person who knowingly uttered them within the British dominions, 
would be held liable to a severe penalty. Might it not have occurred to the 
Ulster County coiners, that if they were to mule their coinage between British 
and American devices, it would pass currently enough in Canada, and still 
not subject the utterer to criminal prosecution ? 

However this might have been, the conjecture is, that the mint in 
Ulster was responsible for the copper coinage which has been so commonly 
attributed to Vermont. 



TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES. 

BOSTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 

July 7. — A monthly meeting was held this day at 4, P. M. The Secre- 
tary read the report of the last meeting, which was accepted. Mr. Crosby 
presented, in behalf of Mr. Isaac F. Wood, a medal of Haverford College, 
and another of the Norwalk Memorial, with the head of Washington ; Mr. 
Wiggin presented, in behalf of Rev. H. M. Dexter, a Pilgrim Jubilee Medal 
of 1870; for both of these a vote of thanks was passed. Mr. Davenport 
exhibited a number of beautiful bronze medals, lately brought by him from 
Berlin, Prussia; among them were medals of Humboldt, Schiller, Goethe, 
Thorwaldsen, the King and Queen of Prussia, and the monument to Fred- 
erick the Great, at Berlin. They were much admired for the beauty of the 
designs, and the perfection of the execution. 

This meeting was principally devoted to an exhibition of United States 
coins and pattern-pieces of 1 785-6-7, to which three gentlemen particularly 
contributed. Mr. Crosby exhibited thirty-one varieties of the Fugio cent of 
1 787, one of the most remarkable having the word united above the word 
STATES ; several varieties of the Nova Constellatio, the Immune Columbia 
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ivith the head of George III., and other pieces. Mr. Seavey exhibited several 
pieces, including the Immunis Columbia with obverses of the eagle and the 
U. S. shield, the Immune Columbia with obverses Nova Constellatio and 
head of George III., and four different specimens of the very rare Confede- 
RATio, 1785, two with the obverse of a standing female and inscription Inim- 
ICA tyrannis AMERICANA, and two joined with a die of a badly-designed eagle 
and inscription e pluribus unum, 1787. The Secretary exhibited several 
pieces, including the vety rare Nova Constellatio of 1786, the Immunis 
Columbia with obverses of the eagle and U. S. shield, the Immune Columbia 
with ofcverses of George III. and Nova Constellatio in copper and silver, 
one CoNFEDERATio with obverse Inimica tyrannis Americana, and another 
with obverse of the head of Washington, and inscription Gen. Washington, 
and a piece of the Fugio type without lettering, but with the names of the 
States on the rings, and in the centre the words American Congress. Some 
of these pieces exhibited are among the rarest of the American series, and 
they were proportionately admired. 

The Society adjourned at 5 1-4, P. M. 

W. S. Appleton, Sec. 



ESTABLISHMENT OF THE UNITED STATES MINT. 

[Continued from VoL 5, page 7.] 

COPPER COINAGE. 
Communicated to the House of Representatives^ April 15, 1790. 

The Secretary of State, to whom was referred, by the House of Repre- 
sentatives, the letter of John H. Mitchell, reciting certain proposals for 
supplying the United States with copper coinage, has had the same under 
consideration, according to instructions, and begs leave to report thereon as 
follows : 

The person who wishes to undertake the supply of a copper coinage, 
sets forth, that the superiority of his apparatus and process for coining, 
enables him to furnish a coinage better and cheaper than can be done by any 
country or person whatever ; that his dies are engraved by the first artist in 
that line in Europe ; that his apparatus for striking the edge at the same 
blow with the faces, is new, and singularly ingenious ; that he coins by a 
press on a new principle, and worked by a fire engine, more regularly than 
can be done by hand ; that he will deliver any quantity of coin, of any size 
and device, of pure, unalloyed copper, wrapped in paper and packed in casks, 
ready for shipping, for fourteen pence sterling the pound. 

The Secretary of State has before been apprised, from other sources of 
information, of the great improvements made by this undertaker, in sundry 
arts ; he is acquainted with the artist who invented the method of striking 
the edge and both faces of the coin at one blow ; he has seen his process and 
coins, and sent to the former Congress some specimens of them, with certain 
offers from him, before he entered into the service of the present undertaker, 
(which specimens he takes the liberty of now submitting to the inspection of 
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the House, as proofs of the superiority of this method of coinage^ in gold 
and silver as well as copper.) 

He is therefore of opinion, that the undertaker, aided by the artist, and 
by his own excellent machines, is truly in a condition to furnish a coin in a 
state of higher perfection than has ever yet been issued by any nation ; that 
perfection m the engraving is among the greatest safeguards against counter- 
feits, because engravers of the first class are few, and elevated by their rank 
in their art far above the base and dangerous business of counterfeiting. 
That the perfection of coins will indeed disappear after they are for some 
time worn among other pieces, and especially where the figures are rather 
faintly relieved, as on those of this artist ; yet, their high finishing while 
new, is not the less a guard against counterfeits, because these, if carried to 
any extent, may be ushered into circulation new also, and consequently may 
be compared with genuine coins in the same state ; that, therefore, whenever 
the United States shall be disposed to have a coin of their own, it will be 
desirable to aim at this kind of perfection. That this cannot be better 
effected, than by availing themselves, if possible, of the services of the under- 
taker, and of this artist, whose excellent methods and machines are said to 
have abridged, as well as perfected, the operations of coinage. These 
operations, however, and their expense, being new, and unknown here, he is 
unable to say whether the price proposed be reasonable or not. He is also 
uncertain, whether, instead of the larger copper coin, the Legislature might 
not prefer a lighter one of billon, or mixed metal, as is practiced, with conve- 
nience, by several other nations — a specimen of which kind of coinage is 
submitted for their inspection. 

But, the propositions under consideration suppose that the work is to be 
carried on in a foreign country, and that the implements are to remain the 
property of the undertaker ; which conditions, in his opinion, render them 
inadmissible, for these reasons : 

Coinage is peculiarly an attribute of sovereignty. To transfer its exer- 
cise into another country, is to submit it to another sovereign. 

Its transportation across the ocean, besides the ordinary dangers of the 
sea, would expose it to acts of piracy, by the crews to whom it would be 
confided, as well as by others apprised of its passage. 

In time of war, it would offer to the enterprises of an enemy, what have 
been emphatically called the sinews of war. 

If the war were with the nation within whose territory the coinage 
is, the first act of war, or reprisal, might be to arrest this operation, 
with the implements, and materials coined and uncoined, to be used at 
discretion. 

The reputation and principles of the present undertaker are safeguards 
against the abuses of a coinage, carried on in a foreign country, where no 
checks could be provided by the proper sovereign, no regulations established, 
no police, no guard exercised ; in short, none of the numerous cautions 
hitherto thought essential at every mint ; but in hands less entitled to confi- 
dence, these would become dangers. We may be secured, indeed, by proper 
experiments as to the purity of the coin delivered us according to contract, 
but we cannot be secured against that which, though less pure, shall be 
struck in the genuine die, and protected against the vigilance of Government, 
till it shall have entered into circulation. 
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We lose the opportunity of calling in and re-coining the clipped money 
in circulation, or we double our risk by a double transportation. 

We lose, in like manner, the resources of coining up our household 
plate in the instant of great distress. We lose the means of forming artists 
to continue the works, when the common accidents of mortality shall have 
deprived us of those who began them. In fine, the carrying on a coinage in 
a foreign country, as far as the Secretary knows, is without example ; and 
general example is weighty authority. 

He is, therefore, of opinion, on the whole, that a mint, whenever estab- 
lished, should be established at home; that the superiority, the merit, and 
means of the undertaker, will suggest him as the proper person to be engaged 
in the establishment and conduct of a mint, on a scale which, relinquishmg 
nothing in the perfection of the coin, shall be duly proportioned to our 
purposes. 

And, in the mean while, he is of opinion the present proposals should 
be declined. 

Thomas Jefferson. 
April 14th, 1790. 



AN ANCIENT ROMAN COIN. 

A MASSY lump of brass and bronze, 
Moulded by ponderous blow on blow, 

For Nero or Vespasian's son, 
In ages dim and long ago. 

A cruel mouth, a swinish chin, 

A wolfish eye, ahnost erased : 
But half the type — a victory — 

Two words, and those almost defaced. 

Where is the golden palace now 

That on the Palatine arose ? 
Where are the statue-guarded doors ? 

Where are the temple porticos ? 

For discs of metal shaped like this, 

Swords have been drawn and Lethe crossed ; 
For this, in greedy hope, men's souls 

Have been by passions tempest tossed. 

This is Ambition's royal meed ; 

This is a buried Caesar's fame ; 
Upon a lump of rusty bronze 

The two-thirds of a doubtful name. 



I fancy, says Cynthio, posterity would be as much puzzled on the religion of Louis U Grandy 
were they to learn it from his Medals, as we are at present on that of Constantine the Great It is 
certain, says Philander, there is the same mixture of Christian and Pagan in their Coins, nor is there a 
less confusion in their customs. For example, what relation is there between the figure of a Bull, and 
the planting of a French colony in America f The Romans made use of this type in allusion to one of 
Acir own customs at the sending out of a colony. But for the French^ a Ram, a Hoe, or an Elephant, 
would have been every whit as significant an emblem.— W^(t?r^j of Joseph AdcHsoHfLondony 1721, vol. 

u p. 537. 
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QUERY. 

Have any of our readers met with a description of the following coin, 
mentioned by Henry William Henfrey, in his recent work entitled " A Guide 
to the Study and Arrangement of English Coins, etc.," — lately published in 
London. 

RIAL OF ELIZABETH. 

Obv. ELizAB. D. G. AVG. FR. z. M. PR. c. A. I. REGiNA. (that is, EHzabetha 
Dei Gratia Angliae, Franciae Et Magnae Provinciae Captae Avspiciis Illivs, 
Regina,) referring to the taking of Virginia by Sir Walter Raleigh, 1584. 

The translation of the legend is as follows : — Elizabeth by the grace of 
God, Queen of England, France, and the great province captured under her 
auspices. 

THE LARGEST GOLD COIN EVER STRUCK. 

Obverse, Heads of Ferdinand and Elizabeth, King and Queen of Castile, 
heads crowned, face to face; " XXXXX " for 50 Ducats; below, " REX." 
Rev. their arms with their titles around. Weight, 5 oz. 11 dwts. 



More than twelve years ago we commenced our transactions in Coins 
and Medals with Mr. Edward Cogan, and never during that time have we 
ever, for a moment, had the slightest feeling of distrust in regard to his 
representations ; he has always been just, truthful and faithful to our interests. 
We wish him all success, and the owner of a magnificent collection of Medals 
and Coins. 

August, 1870. J. c. 

FALSE COINS, IN BASE METAL. 

The following, from an English Coin Sale Catalogue, (Welling's, 1839,) 
is well worthy of attention by those making Catalogues this side of the water. 

*^* The follawing eight lots, are part and parcel of a vast quantity which have been cast, 
some from originals, others made up from ideal coins, and which have been hawked through the 
country, by an individual, now well known, whose sanctified appearance, and deceptive 
demeanor, has but too well enabled him to succeed in disposing of thiem as genuine, and by so 
doing injure the Science of Numismatics, and defraud the unwary. 

They were mostly English Coins from King John to Charles I. 



STARS IN FLAGS AND COINS. 

In English heraldic language, the star has six points ; in the Heraldry of Holland, France and 
Germany, the star is five-pointed. 



The medal, faithful to its charge of £ime, 

Thro' climes and ages bears each form and name : 

In one short view, subjected to our eye, 

Gods, emperors, heroes, sages, beauties lie. — Pope, 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

We divide mankind into two classes, viz. : those who subscribe for the 
journal and those who do not. At the present time the non-subscribers are 
in the majority, though we hope to reduce the number. Our aim constantly 
will be to equalize the two classes, and to bring them into closer relations 
with each other. With this end in view we print the following letter, without 
the name or consent of the writer. If all our subscribers should do likewise, 
it would double our subscription list. This statement can easily be proved 
by figures, if it should be doubted. 

August 5th, 1870. 
Editors of the yournal : 

Your favor of July nth was received by due course of mail. I was absent at the time of 
the receipt, and the letter was mislaid, which is my apology for not answering. I have quite a 
number of calls of this and similar kinds, and only wish I was able to do a good deal more 
than I do. I am willing, however, to double my subscription for the present year, if that will 
do any good, and herewith enclose two dollars for that purpose, trusting that others may be 
induced to do better, I remain, Yours, very respectfully, b. 



Editors of yournal of Numismatics : 

" The American Antiquarian : A Quarterly Journal devoted to the interests of Collectors 
of Autographs, Paper Money, Portraits, &c." A Journal of which the above is the heading, has 
just been issued by C. De F. Burns, in New York City. The undertaking is a meritorious one, 
but cannot the various interests of the Collectors named be better served by having but one 
medium embracing the above with Numismatics and Archaeology ? 

Here, in New England, almost all of our prominent Numismatists are collectors of the 
objects named in the above announcement. As no Journal of this character is expected to 
make money, it would seem, if the various collectors were to contribute to one head, a much 
better medium could be afforded to the admirers of each pursuit 

Collector. 
August^ 1870. 

EDITORIAL. 

We have received the first number of The American Antiquarian^ a quarterly journal published 
in New York by Charles De F. Burns. It is devoted to the interests of collectors of autographs, paper 
money, portraits, &c. It contains an interesting article on the Paper Currency of New Hampshire. 
Subscriptions, one dollar //r annum, 

Mr. Munsell, of Albany, N. Y., has issued proposals to publish a volume with the title of " The 
Castorland Journal,'* embracing incidents of travel and foots concerning the French settlement in *< Cas- 
torland,'' on the Black River, in Lewis and Jefferson Counties, N. Y., in 1793-96. By Franklin B. 
Hough; This is the company for whom was struck what is now well known as the ** Castorland 
Medal." 

Mr. S. S. Crosby, of this city, is preparing a work on the early silver coinage of Massachusetts, 
at the request of the New England Numismatic and Archaeological Society. He has identified about 
forty different varieties of the Pine-tree shilling, and has an ingenious theory in regard to their issue in 
point of time. Mr. Crosby is well known to the readers of the Journal as an accurate numismatic 
scholar. 

TdE Rev. Henry Baylies, of Davenport, Iowa, has the original copper plate fi*om which the £^\ 
Bill of the Colony of Rhode Island was struck, March 18, 1750. Collectors by sending an equivalent, 
can obtain a specimen in exchange ; this is, however, an unauthorized statement, but our belief. 

In January, 1869, a pretended discovery of Relics, a. Statue in Copper and an Obelisk of Brass, 
was published in the Rock Island (IlL) Argus, as having just been discovered in a cave on Rock 
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Island. It was, we suppose, got up for the purpose of " Hoaxing " the public. Such things arc, 
possibly, allowable on the First of April, but then we think it a waste of paper and ink. 

Our readers may remember an article which appeared in most of our newspapers in July, 1867, 
giving an account of a pretended " Runic Discovery on the Potomac," near Georgetown, D. C. It was 
the production of some villanous fellow who designed afterwards to laugh it off as a '* hoax." Articles 
of this character have often appeared in our Journals, and it is quite time that the authors should be 
publicly exposed. 

Among the trophies brought home by Lieut. Quayle, of the Royal Artillery, from the English 
Abyssinian expedition, is an ancient sceptre of brass, upon one side of which is carved a rude represen- 
tation of the crucifixion, and on the reverse that of the crowning with thorns. 

Wants.— K Collector friend of ours wishes to purchase a Five dollar piece of 1798, Small EagU; 
also the Five dollar piece of 1822. Any one having those specimens to dispose of, will please send us 
the price and condition of the pieces. j. c. 

James Thompson Harrower, of Quebec, is the owner of the sword which General Mont- 
gomery wore at the time of his death. Mr. James Thompson, overseer of Public Works in the Roj^l 
Engineer Department at Quebec, who was, in his official capacity, present when the body of General 
Montgomery was discovered at Pries-de-Ville, near Quebec,, soon after the action on the night of the 
31st of December, 1775, became the possessor of the sword ; at his decease he bequeathed it to his son 
James, who died not long since, at Quebec, leaving the sword to his nephew, its present owner. 

A POETICAL quotation from Pope, in this number of the Journal^ reminds us of the Dialogues 
upon the Usefulness of Ancient Medals^ of Joseph Addison, which gave the occasion for writing the 
poem from which the extract is taken. These Dialogues were written more than a hundred and fifty 
years ago, and contain many curious facts stated in a quaint way. It will well repay our readers to cast 
a glance at them. 

A COURSE of Lectures on History and General Policy, was prepared in 1761, by Joseph Priestley, 
LL. D., which have been republished several times, both in this country and England. The sixth 
lecture in the series treats of coins and medals ; their origin and use in history ; the principal informa- 
tion to be derived from them ; the progress of letters traced by their means ; Addison's use ot medals ; 
ancient and modern coins compared, with a view both to history and taste. 



ODD CHANGE. 



There is a valuable collection of coins and medals belonging to Brown University, which is used 
in illustrating the recitations and lectures on Ancient History. 

" Methusaleh," the largest of a new grove of big trees recently explored in Toulumne county, 
Cal., is 84 feet in circumference at the roots. 

" Knott A. Redd,'' is a correspondent of a Southern paper. 

The only " Liberty Cap," says a witty author, " is a night-cap." 

Lawrence Academy, at Groton, Mass., has a collection cf medals, which was given more than 
twenty years ago, by the late Amos Lawrence, of this city. 

A raj*e combination — Dollars and sense. 

In the Second Volume of " American Historical and Literary Curiosities," — by Smith & Watson, 
Philadelphia, 1847 — is a fac-simile of the Massachusetts Paper Money of 1702 ancl 1775. The same 
is also to be found in " An Historical Account of Massachusetts Currency," J. B. Felt, Boston, 1839. 

In Lossing's "Field Book of the Revolution," Vol. r, pp. 317, 318, are fac-similes of Cpntinental 
Money, and on page 452, the Massachusetts Bill of 1690. 

The best account of the " Early Paper Currency of Massachusetts," is by Nathaniel Paine, Esq., 
which is to be found in the Proceedings of the American Antiquarian Society for March 16, 1866. 

The first deposit of California Gold Dust at the United States Mint, was on the 8th of December, 
1848. 

In a volume entitled "Boston Notions," published by Nathaniel Dearborn, Boston, 1848, is a 
fac-simile of the bill for 20 shillings, issued by the Colony of Massachusetts in 1690. 

Old coins are the Autographs of the Ancients. — Z. J, Cist, 
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MASON & CO. 

COIN AND STAMP DEALERS, 

No. 139 NORTH NINTH STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 

Having purchased the entire Numismatic Cabinet, (formerly the property 
of William P'ewsmith, A. M., of Philadelphia,) will offer the same at Public 
Sale at the Auction Rooms of 

LEAVITT, STREBEIGH & CO., 

ASTOR PLACE, NEW YORK, 

first week in October. 

Catalogues ready August \st. 
About 3,000 lots of choice and rare coins, medals, &c., will be sold, 
embracing some of the rarest and finest American pieces ever offered at 
public sale. See Mason s Monthly Coin Magazine for date and particulars. 



''if sou iDill go to tl)e Cljarge, let me alone to finb ^on Sooks." 



JOSEPH SABIN & SONS, 

PUBLISHERS & BOOKSELLERS, 

84 NASSAU STREET, NEW YORK. 



SALE OF MEDALS AND COINS. 

Edward Cogan, 95 William Street, New York, will oflFer at Auction the 
Collection of Medals and Coins of the late Ex-Governor W. F. Packer of 
WilHamsport, Pa. The sale will take place at BANGS, MERWIN & GO'S, 
694 Broadway, in the latter part of February. Applications for Catalogues, 
or orders for the sale may be sent to 

EDWARD COGAN, 

DEALER IN 

Gold, Silver and Copper Coins and Medals, 

No. 95 WILLIAM STREET, 
NEW YORK. 



H. HOFFMANN, 

DEALER IN MEDALS AND COINS. 

17 RUE BLEUE, PARIS, FRANCE. • 



W. S. LINCOLN & SON, 

DEALERS IN MEDALS AND COINS, 

462 NEW OXFORD STREET, LONDON, ENG. 

W. S. LINCOLN. FREDERIC W. LINCOLN, 



William' Lincoln, Jun. 

DEALER IN 

Antiquities, Mosaics, Intaglios, Babylonian Cylinders^ 

Assyrian Seals and Curiosities ^ 
462 NEW OXFORD STREET, LONDON, ENGLAND. 
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NOTICE. 

BY reference to an advertisement on the third page of our cover, it will be 
seen that the New England Numismatic and Archaeological Society 
has inaugurated a new and important feature in numismatics. By means of 
the Price Lists the trade in coins can, in a great measure, be regulated, and 
the novice in numismatics placed on an equal footing with the expert, in a 
knowledge of the value of coins, and no longer be subjected to the extortions 
of unprincipled dealers. 

Every Numismatist of note will .purchase one of these Lists, for, aside 
from the great amount of time saved by them over the old process of copying 
by a pen or pencil, their neatness and convenience will add ten-fold to the 
value and appearance of a catalogue. 

TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS. 

In continuing the Journal iox another year, the editors look to the old 
subscribers for continued and increased support. In fadt, without this aid, it 
will be impossible to keep up the publication. They themselves pay the 
annual subscription of two dollars, and are in all respe(5ls on the same footing 
with the other subscribers, — with this exception, that in case of any deficiency 
of funds, they alone are to make up the loss. They hope to receive contri- 
butions from all persons interested in Numismatic science. Payment must 
be made promptly in advance. 

Gentlemen to whom the Journal is sent will please remit the amount of 
Subscription, if they have not done so. Acknowledgment of payments will 
be made in each number of the Journal. 

JEREMIAH COLBURN. 

^^..All communications to be addressed to Jeremiah Colburn, 18 
Somerset Street, Boston, Mass. 
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THE AUCTORI. PLEBIS. COPPER OF 1787. 

Obverse, auctori. plebis ; laureated bust to left. Reverse, indep. et liber. ; 
a female seated, her right arm resting upon a globe, her left upon an 
anchor; at her feet a lion. Exergue, 1787. 

This piece is frequently classed with the contemporaneous coins of 
Connecticut, and Dickeson (p. 112) insists that it must have been issued 
under the authority of that State. But though the bust and the legend bear 
a resemblance to those of the common variety of the auctori. connec, still the 
marked difference in the workmanship of the pieces excludes the idea of a 
common origin. There was no die-sinker in this country in 1787, so far as 
known ; certainly none connected with the Connecticut mint, who was capable 
of producing a coin of such excellence and beauty as the auctori. plebis. 

It is also to be remembered, that the devices and inscriptions of the 
Connecticut copper money were fixed by law, to which the contractors for 
her coinage were bound, under a penalty, to conform. {I/ukcoXy pp. 33, 34.) It 
would have been a rather hazardous experiment, therefore, for them to intro- 
duce new varieties of coins, however interesting they might have been to the 
collectors of our day. 

If any other evidence were needed to establish the foreign origin of the 
piece in question, it is found in the fact that the reverse design is identical 
(date and legend excepted) with that of several English tokens of the period 
I have before me three of these, described as follows : 

1. Obv. peace and plenty; a dove bearing the olive branch, and a cornu- 

copia. — Rev. HALF-PENNY ; (samc design as that of the auctori. 
PLEBIS ;) exergue, 1 793 ; on the edge, current every where. 

2. Obv. EMSWORTH ; a ship under sail. — Rev. (same as No. i.) On the edge, 

PAYABLE AT THE WAREHOUSE OF JORN STRIDE. 
3. Obv. R. CAMPIN, HABERDASHER, CXCrgUC, GOAT LANE NORWICH ; a StOCking, 

glove, and crossed knife and fork. — Rev. (Same as No. i, except 
the date, which is 1794;) on the edge, current every where. 

VOL. V- 10 
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It may be that there is more direct and positive proof, but the facts here 
mentioned leave no room for doubt, that the auctori. plebis copper was 
struck in England to be sent to this country on speculation, as was the nova 
coNSTELLATio copper a few years earlier. Fof some cause, perhaps because 
it was too late in the market, or because its design was not of so popular a 
character as that of the nova constellatio, it had a comparatively small 
circulation, and now belongs to the class of rarer colonials, — if that is the 
proper term to apply to pieces which were issued neither by the Colonies nor 
States, and were never in circulation here until the colonial period had 
passed. C. H. B. 



ANOTHER VERNON MEDAL, ROSA AMERICANA TWO- 
PENCE, MORMON CURRENCY. 

■ 

Editors Journal of Numismatics : 

There has come into my possession an Admiral Vernon Medal, differing' 
somewhat from any in the catalogue of William S. Appleton, Esq., published 
in the Journal, August, 1867, and unlike any that have been noticed in 
it since that time. The following is a description of it : the. British. 
GLORY. REviv * D * BY. ADMIRAL. VERNON* The Admiral with uncov- 
ered head, at three-quarters length, facing three-quarters (to the spectator's) 
left, the right fore-arm extending at right angles from the body, the index- 
finger and thumb extended, the other fingers closed ; a baton in his left hand, 
(which presses the left thigh,) the baton extending across the body diagonally 
upward ; the left arm bent ; the hilt of the sword protruding from his coat, 
close to the left hand ; field plain. Rev. the. took * porto. bello. with. six. 
SHPS. only* In exergue NOV. 22, 1739. Seven ships (six of which are in 
two parallel lines, and one to the left, a little lower down than the upper 
three, thus : o ^ ^ ^ ) before a horse-shoe shaped harbor, described by a line ; 
a fort on the right side of the harbor ; another fort extending from the left 
side to nearly the centre of the harbor ; and in front of a town in the dis- 
tance ; on the right hand side in front of which are two small vessels with but 
one mast each. Size 24, copper. 

While perusing that excellent Numismatic work, An Essay on Medals^ 
&c., by John Pinkerton, 1789, on pages 86 and 87 of Vol. 2, I discovered the 
following: 

* * * " To them succeed the various siege-pieces of Charles I. in 
gold and silver, some of the later being so large as to be of twenty shillings* 
value. A description of these pieces were as endless as unnecessary, as it 
were likewise needless to dwell upon the Bombay money ; upon Lord Balti- 
more's or other American coins, the best of which are the two penny, [caps 
our own] penny, half penny and farthing of George I. marked with a rose, 
* ROSA AMERICANA.' This was another scheme of Wood, who had 
the Irish patent. These coins are of Bath metal, a mixture of brass and 
copper." This would seem to differ both from Snelling and Ruding (referred 
to on page 16 of this volume,) and to substantiate the fact that there was 
truly a two-pence in the Rosa Americana set, in addition to the penny, half- 
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penny and farthing. Have any of your readers seen or heard of a two-pence 
Rosa Americana of George I. ? 

The following item is going the rounds of the press here : — 

** Hundreds of Mormon farmers living in reasonably comfortable circum- 
stances, and having large families to clothe and educate, will not see a dollar 
in money for years. Such a farmer wishes to purchase a pair of shoes for 
his wife. He consults the shoemaker, who avers his willingness to furnish 
the same for one load of wood. He has no wood, but sells a calf for a quan- 
tity of adobes, the adobes for an order on a merchant, payable in goods, and 
the order for a load of wood, and straightway the matron is shod. Seven 
melons purchase a ticket to the tKeatre. He pays for the tuition of his 
children, seventy-five cabbages per quarter. The dressmaker receives for her 
services, four squashes per day. He settles his church dues in sorghum 
molasses. Two loads of pumpkins pay his annual subscription to the news- 
paper. He buys a * Treatise on Celestial Marriage ' for a load of gravel, and 
a bottle of soothing syrup for the baby for a bushel of string beans. In this 
primitive method, until the advent of the railroad, was nine-tenths of the 
business of the territory conducted, and even now in more remote settle- 
ments, a majority of all transactions are of this character." 

Can it be possible that such is the case in Mormondom ? If so, what 
use have they for the " Holiness to the Lord " coins ? Perhaps their morals 
are so antagonistic to the true meaning of this legend, that they have discon- 
tinued the use of the coins, and now preserve them simply as numismatic 
treasures. Can you give us information on this point, as to what kind of a 
currency the Mormons have ? Edmund J. Cleveland. 

Newark^ N. J. 



BRITISH AMERICAN MULES. 

In the journal for January, I notice an article by Mr. S. S. Crosby, on 
the "Gloriuvs III Vis.," in which he alludes to the British American muled 
coinage, as possibly of Connecticut origin ; in support of which he cites 
coppers having a British obverse, with a Connecticut reverse ; and he presents 
the case so exactly, that there can be no question as to the existence of such 
coppers. Dr. Dickeson, in his Manual, alludes to the existence of similar 
coppers, although evidently a specimen had not come under his observation. 

The conjecture that the coppers in question were struck in New York, 
under the direction of Mr. Leavenworth, is dubious, unless it is to be under- 
stood that Ulster County, New York, is intended, in which case there is some 
plausibility to the conjecture. 

It seems to me, however, that the evidence presented by Mr. Crosby 
naturally points in another direction than that indicated by him as the origin 
of the coppers in question, viz : to the Vermont mint at Rupert, and to the 
Ulster County mint ; these two institutions being in fact one and the same 
concern after their union by co-partnership in June, 1787.* 

* See Hist. Schoharie County, N. Y., pp. 596-598. 
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I also quote from Dn Sheldon's History of the town of Rupert, Vt. (in 
Vt. Hist. Mag. Vol. i, p. 228,) as follows: — "A William Buel, a man of 
considerable note in Rupert, and a son of Abel Buel of New Haven, Ct., who 
had for a long time been connected with the mint at that place, came to 
Rupert about that time, (June, 1787,) and associated himself with Harmon in 
the business of coining. He brought with him the original dies used by his 
father at New Haven, and continued the business of coining coppers, until 
they had depreciated so much in value as to be worthless, or nearly so, for 
circulation." 

I am aware that this statement of Dr. Sheldon has been called a tradition, 
but I do not so regard it, and as evideiice of the truth of the last clause of 
the statement, the reader is referred to an extract of " Journal of a Tour in 
Connecticut in 1 789," read before the Boston Numismatic Society, where the 
depreciation of coppers is quoted as six for a penny in New Haven, forty-eight 
for a shilling in Voluntown, Ct, and New England coppers as entirely 
uncurrent in the New York fruit market See Vol. IV, p. 84, of this 
Journal. 

Again, I suppose that the facilities of Dr. Sheldon for giving correct 
information in regard to the Vermont mint were superior, as he was brought 
up in the town of Rupert, and, as I am informed, is a son of the late Hon. 
David Sheldon, who was one of the bondsmen of Harmon, the manager of 
the mint. 

AuBURNDALE, Mass. G. D. M. 



ESTABLISHMENT OF THE UNITED STATES MINT. 

[Continued from Vol. 5, page 58.] 

The coinage of copper is a subject that claims our immediate attention. 
From the small value of the several pieces of copper coin, this medium of 
exchange has been too much neglected. The more valuable metals are daily 
giving plac§ to base British half-pence, and no means are used to prevent the 
fraud. This disease, which is neglected in the beginning, because it appears 
trifling, may finally prove very destructive to commerce. It is admitted that 
copper may, at this instant, be purchased in America at one-eighth of a dollar 
the pound. British half-pence, made at the tower, are forty-eight to the 
pound. Those manufactured at Birmingham, and shipped in thousands for 
our use, are much lighter, and they are of base metal. It can hardly be said 
that seventy-two of them are worth a pound of copper ; hence it will follow, 
that we give for British half-pence about six times their value. There are no 
materials from which we can estimate the weight of half-pence, that have 
been imported from Britain since the late war, but we have heard of sundry 
shipments being ordered to the nominal amount of one thousand guineas, 
and we are told that no packet arrives from England without some hundred 
weight of base half-pence. It* is a very moderate computation which states 
our loss, in the last twelve months, at ^30,000, by the commerce of vile coin. 
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The whole expense of a mint would not have amounted to half of that sum, 
and the whole expense of domestic coinage would remain in the country. — 
American State Papers, 1791. 
Vol. 7, p. loi, 

# » # » The copper necessary for the coinage of 202 dollars, is equal to 
600 lbs, avoirdupois weight 

600 lbs. of copper make .... ^202 00 
600 " " cost .... 160 CO 



Difference in .favor of coin, . . . $42 00 
Expenses of coinage, . . . . 23 50 

Profit, *i8 50 

Feb. 6, 1 794. David Rittenhouse. 

Ibid, p. 273. 

# # * * Nearly one million of cents have, however, been coined, and 
paid into the treasury of the United States, and a beginning has been made 
m coining the precious metals: near 120,000 ounces of bullion have already 
been deposited in the mint for coina£;e, a considerable quantity of which, 
being too base for the standard of the United States, has, in part, been suc- 
cessfully refined by the assayer, who is still going on with that process. A 
large parcel of blank dollars is ready for coining, waiting for a more powerful 
press to be furnished^ in order to complete them for currency. ***** 

David Rittenhouse. 
October 28lh, 1794* 
Ibid, p. 317, 

* # * • Having met with great difficulties the two last years, in obtaining 
a full supply of copper, from various causes attending the means of payment, 
I wrote to Mr. Boueton, [Mr. Bolton, Birmingham, England ?] early in the 
Fall, to send me out, by the first spring ships, from 20 to 25 tons of plan- 
chettes, and to repeat it every Spring and Fall. * * * * As to importing the 
cents complete from Europe, it can certainly be done for a trifling sum above 
the price of the planchettes, say about ;^20 sterling per ton, did the policy of 
Government admit of it Of this I would not venture to determine, the 
Legislature alone being competent to that purpose. I once stated it to a 
Committee of both Houses, but they determined that it would be a dangerous 
measure, and would not hearken to it. * * * * 

Feb* 27, 1802. Elias Boudinot. 

Ibid, p. 744. 

OPPOSITE SIDES. 

When Oliver Cromwell issued Blondeau's pattern crown, an old cavalier 
taking up one of the pieces, read the inscription, " God With Us." Turning 
it over he read, ** Commonwealth of England." " Oh, ho I " said the cavalier, 
dryly, ** I see how it is — God and the Commonwealth are on different sides!" 
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EARLY MASSACHUSETTS PAPER CURRENCY. 

The following article, which we copy from the Boston Evening Tran- 
scripty of March 28, 1868, presents the subject in a very interesting manner. 

"OLD TENOR." 

This was a term usually applied to a certain species of paper currency 
which for many years formed the principal part of the circulating medium of 
New England. Its origin may be traced to the circumstance, or fact, that in 
the year 1 702 the General Court of Massachusetts authorized the Treasurer 
of the province to issue a certain amount of " Bills of Credit " to defray the 
expenses of Government, (the receipts having fallen short of expenses for 
several years,) and to furnish a substitute for a circulating medium, silver and 
gold at that time being exceedingly scarce in New England. 

The bills purported on the face that there should be a redemption of 
them in specie, at a given time ; if this was ever done, it soon became 
customary to redeem them by new emissions of the same kind of paper. 
This, with frequent and enlarged emissions of the same tenor, soon caused 
them to depreciate, gradually at first, but rapidly as the emissions multiplied. 
Other provinces had adopted the same course, and their bills likewise suffered 
a similar depreciation. In Massachusetts, however, their credit was main- 
tained better than in some other provinces, but even there the depreciation 
had reached to seven and a half for one in specie. As each emission 
contained the same promise of redemption, which had never been performed, 
the currency and money of account acquired the name of Old Tenor, — seven 
shillings and sixpence in bills being equal to only one shilling in silver, which 
was called lawful money, or ninepence sterling. 

During the years from 1742 to 1747 the amount of paper money issued 
by the several Colonies, and in circulation, had become immense, and caused 
serious alarm — -panic it would be called in these days — ^among business men 
of all classes. Orders had been repeatedly received from the King to 
discontinue further emissions, and to pay all that was outstanding when they 
became due. These orders were never obeyed, for the reason, among others, 
that there was not specie enough in the country to do it. 

Notwithstanding this state of things, in 1745 Governor Shirley, in order 
to defray the expense of an expedition which had been planned against the 
island of Cape Breton and the city of Louisburg, which belonged to France, 
with whom Great Britain was then at war, consented to the issue of a very 
large amount of these bills of credit, upwards of two millions of pounds, 
according to their denomination in the currency. The greater part of this 
sum was issued when five or six hundred pounds was equal to about one 
hundred pounds sterling, but this great increase to what was already in the 
market caused them still further to depreciate, and it was not long before 
eleven or twelve hundred pounds was not equal to more than one hundred 
pounds sterling. 

The fears of the people that the depreciation would still continue had 
the effect to increase it, and caused a rapid circulation, — the bills were 
changing hands every day ; even for English goods, which were usually sold 
on the longest time, nobody pretended to ask for credit Business of all 
kinds was exceedingly brisk, — " men in trade," says Hutchinson, " increased 
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their figures, but were sinking the value of their goods ; and what was worse, 
in their endeavors to throw the loss attending such a pernicious currency 
from one to another, fraudulent dispositions and habits were acquired, and 
the morals of the community were in danger of depreciating in a like ratio 
with the currency." 

Meantime Gov. Shirley had called the attention of the British Govern- 
ment to the heavy expense which had attended the capture of Cape Breton 
and the reduction of Louisburg, all which the Province had assumed, and for 
other extra military services in Canada and elsewhere, and earnestly solicited 
reimbursement of the same. The agents of the Province in England, under 
instructions from home, prosecuted the claim with much zeal and ability, and 
although they encountered a powerful opposition in various ways, there was a 
hopeful prospect that the full amount claimed, upwards of 1 80,000 pounds 
sterling, would be realized. 

In anticipation of this result, a prominent member of the General Court 
from Boston conceived the idea that this would be a good opportunity to 
abolish this paper money system, which was the source of so much iniquity, 
and establish a substantial currency of silver and gold in its stead. He 
therefore brought forward a plan by which this money, when received, sh6uld 
be appropriated for this purpose. The whole debt of the Province at this 
time, including the bills, did not much exceed 200,000 pounds sterling. It 
was ascertained ihat about 2,200,000 pounds in these bills of the Massachu- 
setts emission would be outstanding in the year 1749; and it was calculated 
that 1 80,000 pounds sterling, at eleven for one, which had been the lowest 
rate of exchange with London during the last two years, would redeem 
1,980,000 f>ounds, which would leave only 220,000 pounds outstanding. It 
was therefore proposed that the sum granted by Parliament, when received, 
should be applied for the redemption of the bills as far as it would serve for 
that purpose, and that the remainder should be provided for in the tax for the 
year 1749. This would take all the bills out of circulation. It was also 
proposed that for the future silver of sterling alloy should be estimated at six 
shillings eight pence the ounce, when payment was made in bullion, and 
Spanish milled dollars at six shillings each ; and this should be the lawful 
money of the Province, and no person should receive or pay within the 
Province the bills of credit of any other of the governments of New England. 

This plan, after much opposition, delay and fillibustering, (which was as 
much in vogue then as now,) was finally adopted by the General Court, and 
all the necessary acts were passed to carry it into effect. 

The application to Parliament resulted as favorably as could have been 
desired. The full amount claimed was granted, namely, ;^ 183,649 2s. yd. 
sterling. It was shipped immediately, and arrived safely in Boston Harbor 
the 1 8th of September, 1749, and was thus announced in the newspapers of 
the day : " Last Friday and Saturday was landed from on board the Mermaid, 
man-of-war, under guard, 17 cart and truck loads of silver, and 10 truck loads 
of copper, amounting to 175,000 pounds sterling, and was conveyed to 
Treasurer Foy's. It consisted of 653,000 ounces of silver in dollars, and 
parts of dollars, and ten tons of copper coin, being the amount granted by 
Parliament as remuneration for the Cape Breton Expedition, less 5 per cent, 
for expenses." 
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The redemption of the bills was commenced without delay, according to 
the rates which had been previously agreed upon, namely, fifty shillings in 
bills (;^2 los) per ounce for silver bullion, and forty-five shillings for a silver 
dollar, and in same proportion for smaller sums. 

It was not to be expected that a change of so much importance, and one 
in which every individual was interested, could be accomplished without 
producing some commotion in the community. Many persons imagined they 
were ruined,— others supposed it would give a /a/a/ shock to tracU^ and many 
other disastrous consequences were predicted ; all of which happily proved to 
be visionary and without foundation ; and eventually it was productive of 
much good. 

The circulation of Old Tenor bills ceased on the j^ist day of March^ 
1750, and in order to prevent the bills of other Provinces from circulating in 
Massachusetts, and gradually drawing away the specie, a law was passed that 
the courts of law should be open to no one for the recovery of debts, nor 
should any person be admitted to any office of honor or profit, till an oath 
was taken that he or she had not taken any paper money since that time. 

The people generally found it difficult to bring their minds and habits so 
as to conform to this new order of things, and for many years accounts were 
kept and the every-day transactions of life were conducted according to the 
Old Tenor system, but all payments were made in specie. It was' doubdess 
gratifying to the eye of a person in trade to perceive by his books that a 
thousand pounds was due to him even with the ominous O. T. affixed, when 
in reality less than half that number of dollars would cancel it in full. This 
practice continued till after the Revolutionary war commenced, when, having 
a paper currency of a somewhat similar character to contend with, it gradually 
fell into disuse and was abandoned. 

Several " Obituary Notices " were published on the death of Mr. Old 
Tenor, mostly of a humorous character, among them the following " elegy," 
which was written by Joseph Green, Esq., a respectable merchant m Boston, 
and a celebrated wit and poet of the day. It was handsomely printed on a 
half-sheet of foolscap paper, in clear type, and was surrounded with a deep 
black border, which gave it quite a sombre appearance. e, 

A 

Mournful Lamentation 

For the Sad and Deplorable 

Death of 

Mr. OLD TENORy 

A native of New England who after a long confinement occasioned by a deep and 

mortal wound which he receivea above twelve -months before, 

expired on the thirty-first day of March, 1750. 

By JOSEPH GREEN, Esq. 

He lived beloved and died lamented 

To the Mournful Tuoe of Chkvy Chaob. 



A Doleful Tale prepare to hear 

As ever yet was Told, 
The like perhaps ne'er reached the ear 

Of either young or old. 
'Tis of the sad and Woeful Death 

Of one of Mighty Fame 
Who lately hath resigned his Breath, 

Old Tenor was his rJame. 



In vain, Ten Thousands intercede 

To keep him from the Grave, 
In vain his many Good Works plead, 

Alas! — they cannot save. — 
The Powers Decree and Die he must, 

It is the common Lot, 
But his Good Deeds, when he^s in Dust, 

Shall never be forgot. 



I87I.] 



AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. 



81 



He made oar Whres and Daughters fine. 

And pleased every Body ; 
He gave the Rich tneir costly Wine, 

The Poor their Flip and Toddy. 
The Laborer he set to work, 

In Elase maintain^ the Great, 
He fband ns Mutton, Beef and Pork, 

And every Thing we Eat 

To fruitful Fields, by swift Degrees, 

He tum'd our Desert Land, 
Where once Nought stood but Rocks and Trees, 

Now spacious Cities stand. 
He built us Houses, strong and High, 

Of Wood, and Brick, and Stone ; 
The Furniture he did supply. 

But now, Alas ! — he's gone. — 

The Merchants, too, those Topping Folks, 

To him owe all their Riches ; — 
Their Ruffles, Lace, and Scarlet Coaks, 

And eke their Velvet Breeches, — 
He Launch 'd their Ships into the Main, 

To visit distant Shores : 
And brought them back full fraught with Gain, 

Which much increased their Stores. 

Led on by Him, our Soldiers Bold, 

Against the Foe Advance ; 
And Took in spite of Wet and Cold, 

Strong Cape Breton from France : 
Who from that Fort the French did drive 

Shall He so soon be slain ?— 
While they Alas ! remain Alive, 

Who jgave it back again ! * 

From House to House, and place to place. 

In Paper Doublet clad, 
He pass'd and where He shew'd his Face, 

He made the Heart full Glad. 
But Cruel Death who spareth none. 

Hath Rob*d us of Him too ; 
Who through the Land so long had gone, 

No Longer now must go. 



In Senate, He, like Caesar, Fell, 

Pierced Through with many a Wound, 
And Sunk, Ah ! Doleful Tale to Tell, 

The Members sitting round \ 
And ever since That Fatal Day, 

Oh ! had it Never been, 
Qosely confined at Home he Lay 

And scarce wras ever Seem 

Until the Last of March, when He 

Submitted unto Fate ; 
In Anno Regis, Twenty-three, 

iCtatis Forty-eightf 
Forever Gloomy l^ that Day, 

When He gave up the Gnost, — 
For by His Death, Oh ! who can say, 

What hath New England Lost ? 

Then, Good OLD TENOR, fare thee Well, 

Since thou art Dead and Gone, 
We Mourn thy Fate, e'en while we Tell, 

The Good Things thou hast Done, 
Since the bright Beams of Yonder Sun 

Did on New England Shine, 
In all the Land, there ne'er was known, 

A Death so Moum'd as Thine. 

Of every Rank are many seen. 

Thy DownfeU to deplore ; 
For 'Tis well known that Thou hast been, 

A Friend to Rich and Poor. 
We'll o'er Thee raise a SILVER TOMB, 

Long may that Tomb remain, 
To Bless our Eyes for Years to come 

But Wishes, Ah !— are vain. 

And so, God Bless our Noble State, 

And save us AH from Harm, 
And Grant us Food enough to Eat, 

And Clothes to keep us Warm. 
Send us a Lasting Peace, and Keep 

The Times fh)m growing Worse, 
And let us All in ssuety Sleep 

With SILVER in our Purse. 



NUMISMATICS IN EUROPE, 1650-1700. 

" No one had ever come to the study of medals with such stores of 
erudition as Ezekiel Spanheim. The earlier writers on the subject, Vico, 
Erizzo, Angeloni, were not comparable to him, and had rather dwelt on the 
genuineness or rarity of coins than on their usefulness in illustrating history. 
Spanheim's Dissertations on the Use of Medals, the second improved edition 
of which appeared in 1671, first connected them with the most profound and 
critical research into antiquity, Vaillant, traveling into the Levant, brought 
home great treasures of Greek coinage, especially those of the Seleucidae, at 

* In 1745, the Island of Cape Breton was invaded and the city of Louisburg was taken by a party 
of troops, about 4,000, from Massachusetts, with small assistance from New Hampshire and Connecticut 
and a squadron of Privateers from Boston, all under command of William Pepperrell, who was knighted 
afterwards. Sir Peter Warren, with a number of British ships of war rendered important service. In 
a treaty of peace in 1748^ the island was restored to the French again — much to the indignation of New 
Englanders. f Mr. Old Tenor was bom in 1703. 
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once enriching the cabinets of the curious and establishing historical truth. 
Medallic evidence, in fact, may be reckoned among those checks upon the 
negligence of historians, which, having been retrieved by industrious anti- 
quaries, have created that cautious and discerning spirit which has been 
exercised in later times upon facts, and which, beginning in skepticism, passes 
onward to a more rational, and, therefore, more secure conviction of what can 
fairly be proved. Jobert, in 1692, consolidated the researches of Spanheim, 
Vaillant, and other numismatic writers in his book, entitled La Science des 
Medailles, a better system of the science than had been published." Hallam's 
Introduction to the Literature of Europe. New York, 1848, ii, 278, 



VIRGINIA INDIAN MEDAL OR BADGE. 

At the December meeting of the Boston Numismatic Society in 1867, 
Mr. R. A. Brock, of Richmond, Virginia, presented "a tracing of a silver 
medal formerly in the possession of the Virginia Historical Society, supposed 
to have been a peace offering from the early settlers of this State to the 
aboriginal potentate to whom it is inscribed." It is of an irregular oval form, 
bears the inscription, " Y^ King of-Patom^ck," divided, a part on each side of 
the medal, on which is a representation of a tobacco-plant. 

At the February meeting, the Secretary again exhibited the tracing and 
called attention to the following account in Willis's " Current Notes," London, 
1852, — "The 'king of pamunkie.' I enclose you an accurate drawing, two- 
thirds of the actual size, of a silver plate, or badge, which came into my 
possession some time since with a number of medals. It is but a trifling 
affair, but should you think it worthy a place in your interesting * Current 
Notes,' perhaps some of your numerous readers may be able to throw some 
light as to the whereabout of the dominions of so august a personage as ' Y*' 
King of Pamunkie.' From the engraving being apparently of the time of 
Queen Anne, I have thought it probable that it may have been worn hy the 
President or Chairman of one of the numerous coffee-house clubs of*^ that 
period. 2 Tavistock Street, b. r. taylor." 

A short time since we received the following account of the piece from 
Thomas H. Wynne, Esq., which, we think, definitely fixes the origin of it 

Richmond, Va., February 2, 1871. 
J. CoLBURN, Esq. 

Dear Sir : — I have at last found the memorandum which I sought for 
two or three months, in regard to the badge. It was presented at the Third 
Annual Meeting of the Virginia Historical and Philosophical Society, held 
in February, 1835, ^7 W- G- Minor, Esq., of Caroline County, Va., who found 
it a year or two previously. It is a badge which the laws of the Colony erf 
Virginia at one time compelled the Indians to wear when they came within 
the limits of the white man's settlements, as is thus set forth in the Act itself 
as follows : '* And because an intervall betweene the Indians and English 
cannot in the present neernesse of seating be soe laid out as may wholly 
secure the English from the Indians comeing and pilfering," &c. See 
Henning's Statutes at Larg-e, Vol. ii, p. 141. 
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MASSACHUSETTS MINT. 

The Massachusetts Mint. When the scheme was first projected, it was 
represented to the General Court, that the Commonwealth was in possession 
of copper sufficient to make $70,000, and upon a calculation the net profits 
arising from this would be $10,000, and although individuals had offered 
large sums for the exclusive right of coining, yet the profit arising, from the 
business was an object so consonant to our economical plan, that it was 
abandoned. 

It appears by the Report, that the house where the business is carried on 
cost only about ;^670, and that since the works have been completed, (which 
is now two years,) they have coined the sum of Nine Hundred Pounds. 

The expense of conducting the business did not cost quite eleven 
hundred pounds, and the net profits arising from this promising source of 
wealth appears to be about ;^ 1,200 out of pocket. 

Account of Massachusetts Mint and its operations. 

;C 677 1 1 2 J expenses of building. 
1026 15 4i conducting the business. 
431 190 amount of stock expended. 

/2136 5 7 

939 o o amount of Coins struck off. 

jC^ ^97 5 7 Balance loss. 

Mass. Centinel^ Nov. 19, 1788. 



SURNAMES ORIGINATING FROM MONEY. 

Mr. Bowditch, in his Suffolk Surnames^ Boston, 1861, devotes one 
chapter (xxxi) to the " Names from Money and Thrift, and their Opposites." 
It begins thus : — ^** Money has its representatives in families of Monev, De 
Money, Munnie, Mowney, Schatz, (German for * treasure,') Reyno, (* rhino ' ?) 
Fortune, Means, Coin, Coyne, Cashman, Cash, CashdoUar, Flusn, Tylls, (1639,) 
Till, Hopper, Bill, Gold, Gould, Golden, Golding, Goldey, Goldberg, Golden- 
berg, Fippeny, Silver, Siller, Crown, Minter, &c. For many years, a suit of 
Dunham vs. CashdoUar was pending in our Courts. Mr. Shillingsworth 
lived at Sandwich, Mass., in 1639. Mr. De Silver was a naval storekeeper in 
1849. Ij^ Dorchester, we find Lt Monish and Lt Inncombe. Mr. Copper- 
man, Mr. Coppers, and Mr. Grote, all appear in the New York Directory ; 
as do also Mr. Mony, Mr. Moneypenny, Mr. Markthaler, (or * mark-dollar,') 
Mr. Thaler,- (German *for dollar,') Mr. BamdoUar, Mr. Bank, and the analo- 
gous names, which it suggests, of Mr. Brittel and Mr. Burst In the late 
Indian Mutiny, a very chivalrous exploit — the rescue of the treasure from 
Gya — ^was performed by Mr. Money." 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
Messrs. Editors : 

Your courteous request goes to my heart. I wish I had something 
worthy of being dressed up by your editorship. Will you accept a rambling 
miscellany. Readers do not always demand an article fitly framed and 
compacted. 

First then, as your Society envelopes much of the learning of Boston 
and other chief seats of culture, can you not cozn a better name than any yet 
for the science which you have in charge ? Numismatics ; what a long word ; 
is it plural or singular ? Numismatology ; thirteen letters— one for every 
star on an American coin. Is it such a capacious, magniloquent science, that 
it must take up so much room on paper ? Surely we can construct a neater 
term, a better " bit for the mouth," out of the radices, nummus or nomisma, 
and lo^os. Nomology ; is that admissible ? It is at least concise and eupho- 
nious, and does not intrude on other premises. And as it may sometimes be 
the sport of poets, it affords a perfect rh3ane for that other tasteful science — 
Pomology. 

You will all like to know what has become of our friend Mickley. We 
will agree in calling him the father of American Numismatics. And yet he 
is not to be dubbed Venerable^ when he is roaming over three continents, 
with all the life and alacrity of a young man. Do you know what started 
him in the coin-collecting furor ? Many years ago, when he cared no more 
for coins than the rest of mankind do, he heard that the cent of 1799 was 
very rare. That was the year he was born in. A cent of that year he 
must have ; and he got it. It was the nest-egg of an immense and rich 
collection, American, foreign, and antique; gold, silver, and copper; known 
to everybody, and too well known to a villain who carried part of it off. 

Mr. Joseph J. Mickley has arrived at an age when it ceases to be flattery 
to put his name in print, and to say something about him. And so I will 
add, that he was bom March 24, 1 799, in the Moravian settleinent of North- 
ampton and Lehigh Counties, Pennsylvania, about four miles from Bethlehem, 
noted for its schools and its music. His father was John Jacob Mickley, a 
German, and yet of French origin ; the formqr family name was Michelet, 
and they came of Huguenot stock. (I the more readily mention this, as being 
of the same army of confessors.) How he came to locate in Philadelphia, his 
future biographer may explain. His hospitable, old-fashioned house here, 
was the rendezvous of all amateurs and professors of music, all lovers of 
antiquarian lore, all inquirers after curious coins and medals. There I had 
the pleasure of handling Washington's violin, a fine instrument sent to him 
by the French officers of his army after the war, and on which he often 

})layed. There Ole Bull took hold of the same instrument, and inspired by 
ts history, played a delightful voluntary for an hour. 

Nearly two years ago, Mr. Mickley thought it was time to take a tour in 
the other hemisphere ; and he is over there still. He has been as far south 
as Thebes, as far east as Moscow, (and a little farther,) and as fiar north as 
Upsala in Sweden ; of course, stopping to see all the sights in all the 
countries between and around. He is resting for the winter at Leipzig in 
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Germany, unless the unusual cold has driven him farther south, as was 
indicated in his last letter. Europe abounds in curiosities, but not in 
comforts. They cannot keep warm in winter. No place is more cheerless 
than Paris with its hearth of crowsticks, fifty cents an armload ; (I do not 
mean just now, but any winter ;) or farther south, where you are treated to a 
fire of dried grape-vines. 

The Journal that Mr. Mickley has kept nearly all his life, has been 
diligently kept up abroad. (He dropped it on the way to the Dead Sea, but 
recovered it) It must be full of interest, for Mr. Mickley is a very keen 
observer of men and things. Speaking several languages, and reading 
several more, he is well fitted to go about the Babel of this world. 

He has visited nearly all the Mints in Europe ; minutely inspected their 
machinery, and obtained some specimens of their work. It will be no harm 
for me to say, that he was for the most part disappointed ; expecting to see 
appliances and improvements at least equal to those of the Mint in our own 
country. 

At Rome and Milan they use water-power to set the machinery in 
motion. Only think of classic old Tiber, set to turning the big wheel, like a 
dog in a tread-mill ! Generally, Mr. Mickley was received and shown through 
with great attention; and all the more for being an American. At the 
Swedish Mint he found a lady filling the office of engraver ; Mrs. Ahlborne, 
daughter of Lundgren, the predecessor. American women may make some 
account of this fact 

We have given Mr. Mickley a pretty large commission to procure new 
coins and medals for the Mint Cabinet, having such opportunities, and being 
so well qualified. The present great war, and the changes in Europe, will 
make a show in the numismatic line. A new Emperor of Germany, a new 
King of Spain, a monarch of Italy seated at Rome, a Government of some 
sort in France,-— all these will call for new coins, and interesting medals, to 
mark the era. . ' WED 

U. S. Minty February^ 1871. 



NUMISMATICS IN THE UNITED STATES. 

It is gratifying to note the rapid advance made in the science of Numis- 
matics, in our country during the last few years, yet much remains to be 
accomplished to place us upon a true, lasting, and consistent basis. Much 
rubbish yet remains to be cleared away, many false notions and ideas are to 
be eradicated, and the true objects and aims of the science are to be incul- 
cated and explained, until we reach the desired position. It is, of course, 
true, that the numismatic material afforded by our country, is very limited as 
compared with that of the older nations, but we have enough to occupy us 
for an indefinite period. . 

Our material may naturally be divided into four classes, with as many 
sub<livisions as fancy may dictate. ' 

The first class may embrace the entire Colonial and Confederative 
periods. 
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The second class may consist of the regular Mint Series, beginning 
. with 1 793, and must also include all trial or pattern pieces. 

The third class may be styled the Medallic Department, and to embrace 
all medals, of every kind and description, of American origin, or relating to 
America or her affairs. 

The fourth class ma^ consist of every description of trade, and political 
tokens, and such other pieces of stamped metal as do not find a home in 
either of the other classes. 

This classification of course is only calculated for the United States, as in 
the present article we shall confine ourselves to the home department. 

We regard the first class mentioned as possessing a greater degree of 
interest gpd importance at the present time than any of the others; it 
possesses a greater variety, and the partial obscurity that surrounds it lends 
additional zest and interest, which is perhaps one xeason why it has been the 
more thoroughly worked, explored, and subdued. For it seems to us that 
this class occupies at this time a position more nearly normal than any of 
the others. 

As regards the second class, we must confess that to our view, in some 
respects it partakes more largely of the dull and monotonous element than 
we could wish. Take . for instance the copper series i the cents of 1 793 
possess a good degree of interest not only as being the first of the series, but 
also from the number of varieties. 

The first marked change that occurred was the substitution of the fillet- 
head, so called, in 1796, which variety was continued until 1808. 

And here, it is pertinent to inquire from a historical stand-point, why a 
cent of 1 798 or 1 800 or 1 803 or 1 805 is not equally valuable, and does not 
possess the same interest as the 1799 or 1804 cents ; they are all of the same 
type, the only essential varieties consisting in the dates. 

It appears to us that the true numismatic student should so discipline 
himself, as to regard the 1 799 and 1 804 cents as of no particular consequence 
either in a historical or artistic sense. 

In 1808 the head of the "goddess" was faced to the left, and some 
slight changes were made in her adomings, and the type in this form was 
continued through the entire copper series, with the exception of enlarging the 
head in 1 8 1 6. 

We think the competition among collectors in reference to the copper 
coinage in question has been carried to excess — the high prices obtained for 
many pieces have not been the result of a strict adherence to the principles 
of numismatic science. But the maximum appears to have been passed, and 
we are gradually working towards a legitimate basis. 

Our remarks in reference to the copper series appljr with, equal force to 
the gold and silver series. 

We have now to consider the trial or pattern pieces, and in regard to 
these the anxiety of collectors for their possession does not appear to result 
so much for their artistic merit, as for their scarcity,* and a desire on the part 
of collectors to possess something exclusive. We think the pattern furor has 
been overacted. 

The third class, or medallic department, does ndt appear to have received 
the attention that its importance and present and prospective magnitude Seem 
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to merit ; for historically and artistically it must in the future assume perhaps 
the first position in our science. 

As regards the fourth class, . political and trade tokens, &c., the former 
are so closely allied to the medals, that they possess nearly equal interest with 
them. 

The trade tokens appear to have fallen as far below their real merit, as 
they were inflated above it a few years since. We can but regard them as 
destined to hold a respectable historic position in our collections of the 
future, 

D. G. M, 



SALES OF MEDALS AND COINS. 

At the Sale of Medals and Coins by Bangs, Merwin & Co., New York, 
on the 1 6th of January last, the following prices were obtained for the most 
desirable pieces : — 

Silver Medal. "Growing Arts adom Empire," Queen Caroline, $2.12; Silver Medal. 
Three standing figures, the centre one personifying Holland : the figure on the qght leans on a 
shield, on which is inscribed " De Vereenigde Staaten van noord America," &c., 18.00 ; Silver 
Medal. Fame seated on the clouds, &c. "Favstissimo Foedere Jvnctae. Die vii Octob. 
MDCCLXXXii." 25.00 ; Silver Medal. " Nederland Verklaard America Vry," &c., 26.00. 

%♦ For a full description of the last three Medals, see Journal of Numismatics^ Vol. ii, p. 63, 
" RevolutioQary Peace Medals," by W. S. Appleton. 

1856, Pattern Cent, in copper, $2.50 ; 1858, Cent, Indian head, copper, 2.50 ; 1858, Cent, 
small eagle, copper, 3.25 ; 1862, two pieces, ten dollars, in bronze, two half dollars, in silver, 
and two in copper, six pieces^ 7.00 ; 1863, Two Cent piece, Washington, in aluminium, 7.00 ; 
1866, Five Cent Pattern, 2.00 ; tiiree others, same date, varieties, 2.25 each; 1868, three pieces. 
One, Three, and Five Cents, Patterns, 5.00 ; 1869, set of three, One, Three, and Five Cents, 
7.00, Mint price, 9.00. 

Cobs of Queen Elizabeth, Crown to the Penny, eight pieces, $22.00; Crown of Victoria, 
Gothic-pattern, proof, 3.50 ; 1823, Cent, re-strtuk, 2.75 ; Half Eagle, 1797 : small eagle, 23.00; 
set of Pattern coins. Mint issue, 1870, nine pieces, 16.25. 

Number of Lots, 499. Catalogue prepared by Edward Cogan. 



RARE COIN. 



A GREAT rarity in the shape of a coin has lately been sold at Paris ; 
namely, a silver one struck off at Breslau, in 1751. Among the persons 
employed at that time in the mint was an Austrian, who, out of hatred to 
Frederick II., of Prussia, who had taken possession of Silesia by right of 
conquest, conceived the idea of revenging himself on that monarch m the 
following manner : The motto on' the coin, Ein reichs thaler^ (a crown of the 
kingdom,) he divided in such a manner as to make it read, Ein reich stahl er^ 
(he stole a kingdom.) The King ordered these insulting coins to be all melted 
down, but some few of them still exist. • 
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TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES. 

BOSTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 

December i. — A monthly meeting was held this day at 4 P. M. The 
Secretary read the report of the last meeting, which was accepted. Mr. Pratt 
exhibited an exceedingly beautiful cent of 1799, for which $150 have been 
offered and refused. Mr. Fowle showed a large parcel of copper coins, among 
which were some desirable pieces. This meeting was principally devoted to 
an exhibition of United States coins of 1797, and coins of Maryland. Mr. 
Crosby exhibited two cents, and the set of silver of J. Chalmers, Annapolis, 
including two shillings. Mr. Root exhibited the gold, silver and copper of 
1797; also a jade seal, plundered from the palace of the Emperor of China, 
and a beautiful carnelian seal formerly belonging to the Duke of Wellington. 
Mr. Seavey exhibited the gold, silver and copper of 1797, including two 
eagles, three half-eagles, two dollars, two dimes, and three half-dimes ; and 
the set of silver of Lord Baltimore, of Annapolis, and the three-pence of 
Standish Barry of Baltimore. The Secretary exhibited the silver and copper 
of 1797, including two dollars, two dimes, three half-dimes, two cents and 
three half-cents ; and the silver of Lord Baltimore, including two groats, of 
Annapolis, and the three-pence of Standish Barry. Messrs. Pratt and Slafter 
were appointed a committee to nominate officers for the next year, to report 
at the Annual Meeting. The Society adjourned soon after 5 P. M, 

W. S. Appleton, Sec. 

Janiiary 5, 1871. — The Annual Meeting was held this day at 4 P. M. 
The Secretary read the report of the last meeting, which was accepted ; he 
announced a donation of the Annual Report of the Director of tiie Mint 
The Treasurer presented his annual report, showing the financial condition 
of the Society to be good. The Committee appointed to nominate officers 
reported the old board for re-election; their report was accepted, and the 
following declared officers for 1871. President, Jeremiah Colbum ; Vice 
President cCnd Curator, John P. Putnam ; Treasurer, John K. Wiggin ; Secre- 
tary, Wm. S. Appleton. 

This meeting was principally devoted to an exhibition of United States 
coins of 1 798 and 1 799, and corns of Virginia. Dr. S. A. Green exhibited 
several cents, and Mr. Pratt the cent of 1 799, mentioned in the last report ; 
this and some others were thought to be struck from a die altered from 1 798. 
Mr. Crosby exhibited some cents, and eight half-pennies of Virginia, Mr. 
Root exhibited the silver and copper of both years, including three dollars of 
each, four cents of ^798 and two of 1 799. Mr. Seavey exhibited the gold, 
silver and copper of both years, including two eagles, two half eagles, three 
dollars and two dimes of 1 798, and two dollars of 1 799 ; also of Virginia the 
exceedingly rare silver piece of 1774. The Secretary exhibited the silver and 
copper of both years, including four dollars, two dimes and three cents of 
1 798, and two dollars and two cents of 1 799 ; also six half-pennies of Virginia. 

The Society adjourned at 5 P. M. 

W. S. Appleton, Sec. 
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February 2. — The Society met this P. M. at the usual hour, and, in the 
absence of Mr. Appleton, Dr. S. A. Green was chosen Secretary /rt? tempore. 
A bronze medal was given to the Society by Mr. D'Aligny, of New York, 
struck by the Imperial government, commemorative of the French Exposition 
in 1867. Dr. Green gave a medal of Queen Victoria, in white metal, which 
was struck in 1838. The President was. authorized to have the seal of the 
Society slightly changed, so that the New England three-pence on the face 
of it should conform more closely to the original in a slight detail. 

The Committee appointed at the last June meeting to examine the 
Constitution and By-Laws, reported a few slight changes, which were adopted. 
They were also authorized to print the same for the use of the members. 
Mr. Davenport exhibited a Massachusetts cent of 1787, with the arrows in 
the eagle's right talon. Mr. Crosby showed five varieties of the Massachusetts 
cent of 1787, and three varieties of the half-cent of the same year; also 
eleven varieties of the cent of 1788. Mr. Root showed four varieties of the 
United States cent of 1800, and three of 180 1, which were in remarkably fine 
condition : also the dollar of each year. Dr. Green exhibited four varieties 
of the Massachusetts half-cent of 1787, with some cents of 1787 and 1788. 

The meeting adjourned at five o'clock. 

Samuel A. Green, Sec. pro tempore. 

March 2. — The Society met as usual, at 4 o'clock. In the absence 
of the Secretary, Mr. Crosby was chosen Secretary /rt? tern. The records of 
the last meeting were read and approved. Mr. John Robinson, of Salem, was 
elected a resident member. A letter from Mr. Wm. S. Appleton, the Secre- 
tary, written at New Orleans was read, and one from the Hon. J. P. Putnam, 
presenting to the Society the Annual Assay Medal in silver, of the U. S. 
Mint. A letter from Mr. J. B. Ripley, of Savannah, Ga., who was afterwards 
elected a resident member of the Society, enclosing a description of a silver 
medal of Marie de Medicis, was read. 

Mr. Seavey exhibited a proof set of the gold coinage for the year 1871 ; 
an eagle, half-eagle, dollar, dime, half-dime, cent, and half-cent of 1800 ; eagle, 
dollar, half-dollar, dime, half-dime, and cent of 1801 ; half and quarter eagles, 
dime, half-dime, cent, and half-cent of 1802 ; one Massachusetts cent and two 
half-cents of 1787; and two Massachusetts cents and one half-cent of 1788. 
All these coins were in very fine condition. 

Dr. S. A. Green read the following extract from the Eastern State 
Journal, White Plains, New York, December 30, 1870, and at the same time 
exhibited one of the medallions in question. 

Can any one tell us whether a medallion likeness of Benjamin Franklin, which we have in 
our possession, executed in Paris by Nini, in 1777, commemorates any special event, or was 
intended simply as a portrait of the great B. F. ? The size of the medallion — which is of a red 
tile — is four and a half inches across its face, and the portrait is raised from the surface nearly 
a quarter of an inch. The coat is collarless, the waistcoat is buttoned close up to the throat, 
* and at the ends of what we presume is a white neckerchief, is knotted under the double chin. 
His head is crowned with a fur cap — Fez style — with a tassel on the top. The features are 
strongly brought out, and the delicate lines about the eyes are plainly discernible. The lettering 
in the oval reads, " B. Franklin, Americain." A coat of arms, the design of which we fail to 
discern, appears under Franklin's shoulder where the clay is cut off square. "Nini, F. 1777 " 
is found beside it 

VOL. V. 12 
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Dr. Green said that this medallion did not commemorate any special 
event, but was one of the many likenesses of the great philosopher, made in 
Paris either as engravings, busts, medals, or medallions. Dr. Franklin alludes 
probably to this one in his letter, dated Passy, 3 June, 1779, and written to 
his daughter, Mrs. Bache. He there says that " the clay medallion of me you 
say you gave to Mr. Hopkinson, was the first of the kind made in France. A 
variety of others have been made since of different sizes ; some to be set in 
the lids of snuff boxes, and some so small as to be worn in rings ; and the 
number soH are incredible." Sparks's Franklitiy viii, 373. The coat of arms, 
so called and mentioned in the paragraph, is undoubtedly the private mark of 
Nini, the artist who made it. A fur collar and linings were the habitual 
badge of the master printers of the olden times, and a fur cap would naturally 
go with them. An engraving of this medallion in a reduced size, is to be 
found in Lossing's Field Book of the Revolution^ ii, 855. 

Mr. G. W. Pratt showed a medal in white metal, of Louis Napoleon, in 
citizen! s dress, and a war medal, having upon its obverse a bust of Victoria, 
and on the reverse within a wreath of laurel 1864 to 1866. Around the 
wreath " New Zealand * Virtutis Honor. * " Mr. Crosby brought two cents 
and a half-cent of 1800, a cent of 1801, four varieties of the cent of 1802, and 
a half-cent of the same year. 

The President designated for exhibition at the next meeting, all United 
States coins of 1803, 1804 and 1805, after which the meeting adjourned. 

S. S. Crosby, Sec. pro tern. 



NUMISMATIC AND ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY OF MONTREAL. 

Again we are called upon to chronicle the events of the past, and we 
cannot do better than extract from the registers of a few of our Local, Scien- 
tific and Historical Societies, the records of Canadian history, which would 
have been forgotten, were it not for the existence of a Society in particular 
that was organized some eight years since in our midst, through the exertions 
of a few of our ever foremost citizens, noted for the love of their native or 
adopted country; and which has saved and is saving from oblivion and total 
destruction, many existing documents, papers, and memorabilia perpetuating 
the panorama of incidents beginning with the Aborigines, the Cabots, and 
Jacques Cartier, including the soul-stirring events of the seven years' war, 
terminating with the conquest of Canada, and finally concluding with the 
ever-memorable ist July, 1867, Confederation Day. These celebrated events 
are kept ever green before us, and in fact we are brought face to face witli 
them, as if we were living in the day they occurred, by a visit to the cabinet 
and museum of the " Numismatic and Antiquarian Society of Montreal." 
You may there handle objects of the most primitive description, used by the 
race that at one time knew not what subjection was, and who were sole pos- 
sessors in right of nativity of this Canada of ours. Medals struck by the 
respective conquerors, to commemorate the many links in the chain of battles 
that began by the founding of Quebec in 1608, and terminated by the treaty 
of Ghent, signed on the 24th December, 18 14, as well as medals of a miscel- 
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laneous character, bearing testimony to merit, and commemorating many 
notable occurrences, may be found. These, being of an everlasting nature, 
serve more fully to exemplify the History of Canada, than the records of 
Gameau, Christie, Parkman, &c. 

We notice by the report of the President, that the Society during the 
past year has been found to be of more service to its country than hitherto, 
and has obtained, through the kindness of friends and numismatic sympathi- 
sers, many coins and medals of the rarest and choicest description. For the 
purpose of obtaining a status and position more standing and lasting, and 
with the view of bringing its objects and interests more prominently before 
the public, it obtained an Act of Incorporation from the Legislature of Que- 
bec during last Session, Mr. Edward Carter very kindly taking charge of the 
Bill. And it gave under its auspices, a free course of Public Lectures in the 
Rooms of the Natural History Society; the under mentioned well-known 
gentlemen, with their usual desire to promote the sciences, were the Lecturers, 
viz.: Rev. Dr. De Sola, "History of Hebrew Coinage;" Wm. Kingsford, 
Esq., C. E., " Copper Currency of England; " Thos. D. King, Esq., " Truth 
of Revelation as exemplified by existing Coins and Monuments ; " Henry 
Mott, Esq., "A meddling with Medals; " all of which being well attended, the 
Executive have decided on continuing the series this Winter. 

The annual meeting of the Society was held at its rooms. No. 713 Craig 
street, on Wednesday evening, the 21st December ult., and, after reading of 
reports and other routine, the following gentlemen were elected officers of the 
Society for the current year, viz. : 

Henry Mott, Esq., President, re-elected. 

D. Rose, Esq., Vice-President, re-elected. 

Major L. A. H. Latour, 2d Vice-President. 

R. W. McLachlan, Esq., Treasurer and Curator, re-elected. 

Gerald E. Hart, Esq., Corresponding Secretary, re-elected. 

Gouverneur Hopkins, Esq.. Recording Secretary. 

We are requested to state that any gentlemen desirous of joining the 
Society, may do so by sending their names to the Secretary. The annual 
subscription is placed at the moderate sum of two dollars. 

Montreal Gazette^ 4th January, 1871. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 

Editors of Joumal-: 

The following description of a silver medal of Marie de Medicis, queen of 
Henry IV. of France, may be interesting to your readers. 

Obverse. Portrait bust of Queen Marie, facing to the left; crowned; 
her hair dressed in short curls ; a necklace of pearls ; open bodice surmounted 
by an elaborate standing ruff of lace; a jewel pendant, in the centre of the 
bust ; robes, powdered with fleurs-de-lys, hanging from the shoulders. The 
inscription reads thus : " Maria Dei. Gra. Fran. Et Navar. Regina," in Roman 
capital letters. 

Reverse. Occupying the centre of the field is the Crown Royal of 
France, showing three fleurs-de-lys and two strawberry leaves ; double archfed. 
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and surmounted by a fleur-de-lys, (similar in design to the smaller ones 
already referred to on the obverse.) Inserted within the circle and arches of 
the crown, appear three branches of foliage, the middle one a palm, to left a 
laurel, to right an olive. The inscription reads : " Seculi Faelicitas. (In 
Roman capital letters,) 1610." • 

Even if we had not the date to guide us, no difficulty would arise in 
referring this medal to the period of the assassination of Henry IV ; the palm 
branch signifying his martyrdom, (as his friends conceived it to be,) at the 
hands of Ravaillac ; the laurel denoting his warlike glories ; and the olive the 
achievements of his peaceful days. In the year of his death (1610) his royal 
widow was made Regent, and a query arises in my mind whether the inscrip- 
tion, " Seculi Faelicitas " (The happiness of the age, or The proud joy of the 
fg^>) applies to Henry or to Marie. That fulsome adoration was paid to her 
is evident from many an authority; (notably the Rubens Allegories at the 
Luxembourg where engraved.) Adulation in the extreme is also apparent in 
the following lines, underneath a painted portrait of her, of contemporary 
date. 

" Lait a fait voir en ce tableau >:^>^ ^^ ^^^ ^y *^^^ picture teaches, 

Jusqu' oCi peut la nature atteindre ; ? ^ ■ The height which lovely Nature reaches ; 

Mais combien seroit-il plus beau dlJ^. Lovelier 'twould be, as loveliest saint. 

Si la vertu se pouvoit peindre ! " ^Br^ Could artists' brushes virtues paint 

I would mention here that the execution of this medal (which is size 13 
of Mionnet) is very spirited and refined ; and the entire details elegantly 
conceived and worked out. I should be glad to learn whether any of your 
members have examples of this medal, or of similar pieces. I have no 
numismatic books to refer to here, and I have for some years ceased to be a 
collector, otherwise I might have furnished you with a note upon the precise 
occasion on which, and by whose order, this medal was struck. 

It is in the cabinet of Mr. Joseph B. Ripley of this city. 

I am. Sir, yours, 

Wm. Tasker Smith, 

I/. B. M. Consul for Georgia. 
Savannah, Ga., January 31, 1871. 



QUERY. 

Order of Liberators. — Have any of our readers the following described 
medal ? It was struck in Ireland, 1825. 

Ob. A female figure representing Ireland, having on her right a sword, 
and the fierce ban-dog of Irish story, and on her left a harp, and the designa- 
tion of the Society, " The Order of Liberators." On the exergue, " Ireland 
as she ought to be." 

Rev. A cross surrounded by a glory of light, having on its right side 
three hands joined in token of unity, and on its left the Cap of Liberty, and 
the inscription, " In hoc signo vinces." On the exergue, " Erin go bragh." 
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NEW SOVEREIGNS. 

A PROCLAMATION by Qucen Victoria sets forth that, by a recent order 
in council '* Her Majestv has ordered that gold sovereigns should be coined 
at the Royal Mint similar in weight, dimensions and value to those now 
current, and having for the obverse Her Majesty's effigy, with the inscrip- 
tion, * Victoria D. G. Britannia : Rex. F. D.' : and for the reverse the image 
of SL George, armed, sitting on horseback, attacking the dragon with a 
sword, his spear having been broken in the encounter, and the date of the 
year, with a graining on the edge of the coin : and that the sovereigns so to 
be coined shall be current and lawful money within the realm." 



QUEEN ANNE FARTHINGS. 

A SHORT notice of the celebrated farthings of Queen Anne serves to close 
a pleasant sketch of English coinage in a late number of Chambers's journal. 
The popular belief upon this subject is fairly entitled to be enrolled among 
Sir Thomas Browne's " Vulgar Errors." The commonly received belief with 
regard to these farthings is, that three impressions were struck, and that then 
the die flew to pieces. Further, it is very generally supposed that two only 
of the three coins are to be found in our collections, and that the third, if it 
could be discovered, would be of enormous value. The fact of the matter is, 
that not only are there numerous specimens at the British Museum, but that 
others may be bought of any dealer. 



JEWELS IN THE SOUTH KENSINGTON MUSEUM. 

A SPLENDID collection of jewels, precious and curious stones, bequeathed 
to the British nation by the Rev. Chauncy Hare Townsend, has lately been 
opened to the public in one of the galleries of the South Kensington Museum, 
London. Of diamonds there are eight specimens, " all of fair, and some of 
considerable size " — the crystal, black, colorless, yellow, golden yellow, puce- 
colored, green and blue. There are five specimens of the sapphire, of various 
colors ; ruby, " pigeon's blood color," star-sapphires, star-rubies, violet sapphire, 
salmon colored and yellow. Emeralds, aquamarine, beryl, topaz, chrysoberyl, 
spinel, garnet, tourmaline of various tints, zircon or jargoon, chrysolite, 
turquoise, opals, agates, chalcedonies, chrysoprases, &c., &c., &c. 



A SIMPLE invention it was in the old world. Grazier, — sick of lugging his slow Ox about the 
country till he got it bartered for corn or oil, — to take a piece of Leather, and thereon scratch or stamp 
the mere Figure of an Ox (or Pecus), put it in his pocket, and call it Pecunia, Money. Yet hereby did 
Barter grow Sale, the Leather Money is now Golden and Paper, and all miracles have been out-miracled, 
for there are Rothschilds and English National Debts, and whoso has sixpence is sovereign, (to the 
length of sixpence) over all men ; commands Cooks to feed him, Philosophers to teach him. Kings to 
mount guard over him, — to the length of sixpence. — Carlyle, in his Sartor Resartus, chap. v. 

A RECENT letter from the Roman correspondent of the " N, Y, Times^^ says, " a medal is to be 
struck and distributed to all the army of liberation, when the King* is crowned in his new capital^' 
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SALE OF COINS AND MEDALS. 

At the Sale of the Packer Collection of Coins and Medals, catalogued 
by Edward Cogan, in New York, February 27th to March, 1871, inclusive, 
the following prices were realized for the most desirable pieces : — 

Dollar of 1794, $24.00; do. of 1851 and 1852, 30.00 each; half do. of 1796, poor, 15.00; half 
do., 1797, 14.00; half do. 1808, 4.50; Dime, 1796, 3.25 ; do. 1797, 7.50; do., 5.00; do., 1800, 5.50; half 
do., 1794,8.50; 1797,5.25; Proof sets 1854, '55, '56, 21.00 each: 1857, 15.00; 1858, 13.50; Groat of 
Richard III., 4.00; Crown of Edward VI., 7.00; another, 6.00; Shilling, 4.00; Crown of Elizabeth, 
8.50; half do., 5.00; Pound Piece of Charles 1., 31.00; Ten Shilling piece, 15.00; Commonwealth 
Crown, 13.00 ; half do., 4.00 ; Shilling, 2.50 ; Crown of Oliver Cromwell, 22.00 ; half do., 9.00 ; Shilling, 
7.00 ; Crown of James II., 4.00 ; do. of Anne, 4.25 ; pattern farthing of do., 4.25 ; Crown of George I., 
4.50 ; half do., 3.75 ; George II. Crown, 3.50; half do., 3.25 ; George III. Proof Crown, 6.50; Afudie 
Crown, 4.00; George IV. Proof Crown, 4.50; do., 5.50; William IV. Proof Crown, 33.00; Victoria 
Proof Gothic Crown, 15.00; French Crowns Louis XIII., 7.00; do., 3.C0 ; Louis XI 1 1 1. Crown, 4.00 ; 
Louis XVI. Crown, 6.00 ; half do., 4.00 ; Bonaparte as First Consul, Five Franc piece, 7.00 ; as 
Empereur, 8.00 ; another, 7.50 ; Louis Napoleon, 5 Francs, 1852, 5.50 ; U. S. Gold Eagle, 1795, 19.50 ; 
do., 1796, 22.00; do., 1797, i8.oo; do., 1799, 12.00; do., 1800, 12.00; do., 1801, 12.00; do., 1803, 13.50 ; 
do., 1804, 12.00; half do., 1795,7.50; do., 1796,9.00; do., 1797, small eagle, 23.00; do., 1708, 14.00; 
quarter eagle, 1796, 10.50 ; another with stars, 9.00 ; Crown and half do. of Mary, Queen of Scotland, 
10.00 ; U. S. Cent of 1792, thin die, 85.00; small eagle 1791, 9;Oo; Masonic Medal, Washington, 1797, 
23.00 ; Bronze Medal, Declaration of Independence, 17.00 ; Eccleston Medal, 8.00 ; Voltaire Medal, 
Bronze, 7.00 ; Funeral Medal, Washington, tin, 5.50 ; do. skull and cross bones, silver, 10.00 ; Wash- 
ington silver half dollar, 40.00 ; Medal of William Penn, 25.50 ; Masonic Medal, Franklin, 7.00 ; N. E. 
Shilling, 21.00 ; Sixpence do., 40.00 ; Pine Tree Shilling, 1650, 50.00 ; twelve others of 1652, from 2.50 to 
8.00 each ; two sixpences, 5.50 and 5.00 ; three pence, 4.25 ; two pence, 3.00 ; Lord Baltimore Shillin^^, 
17.50; do.. Sixpence, 19.00; do.. Groat, 8.50 ; Standish Barry three pence, 12.50; Carolina Elephant 
piece, 1694,23.50; Annapolis Shilling, 6.00; do., 5.00; do. Sixpence, 16.00; do. three pence, 9.00; 
Immune Columbia, Head of George III., 12.00; Immunis Columbia, 6.00; Mass. Half Cent, 1787, 
4.25 ; do. 1788, 4.75 ; Talbot, Allum and Lee, 1794, 3.00; Kentucky Cent, 5.75 ; do., 3.13 and 2.75 ; 
New Jersey E. Pluribs, 5.50. 

Greek Tetradrachms, Alexander, $5.00 ; do., 7.00 ; do., 7.15 ; do., 6.25 ; do., 8.00 ; do., 8.50 ; do., 
7.00; do. Balas, 10.00 ; Antiochus III., 6.5,0; do. IIII., 15.50; do., 10.38; do. V., 8.00; do. VII., 9.00 ; 
do. VIII., 10.00 ; do. XIII., 6.50 ; do. IX., 13.00 ; Arsaces. 5.00 ; Agathocles, 7.00 ; Demetrius I., 10.50 : 
do., 10.00; Ptolemy Soter, 13.50: Philetaerus, 11.00; Philip II., 6.00; Philip V., 4.25; i€)£^na, tetra- 
drachm, 15.00; Athens do., 9.00; do., 6.00; do., 5.00; Acanthus do., 5.50; Macedonia do., ia5o ; 
Rhodes, 10.38; Samos, 11.00; Side, 10.00; Syracuse, three, 5.00 each; Tanagra, 11.00; Thurim, 
600; Tyre, 5.50 ; tetradrachm unknown, 7.00 ; Coin of Panormus, stater size, 11.00. 

U. S. Cents, 1793, $18.00 ; 1795, 30.00 ; 1796, 26.00 ; 1797, 12.00 ; 1799, 9-oo and 8.00 ; 1801, 5.25 ; 
1802, 4.25; 1803, 18.00; 1804, 27.75; '8o^» 34-00 > 1809, 25.00; 1810, 8.00; 1813, 4.50: 1814, 5.00; 
1821, 11.00; 1824, 7.00; 1825, 13.00; 1832, 8.00. 

Half Cents 1793, $15.00 ; 1795, 20.00 ; 1811, 4.00 ; 1831, proof, 10.75 J ^^3^i ^o-* 10.00 ; 1841, 9.50 ; 
1843, 8.00 ; 1844, 8.50 ; 1845, 4.25 ; 1848, proof, 10.50 ; 1849, S-^>^ J '^S^i 7.00. Half dime, 1792, 9.00 ; 
1836, flying eagle dollar, 4.50 ; 1838 do., 32.00 ; half do., 7.00 ; dollar, proof, 1839, 28.00. 

The prices obtained for the foreign silver were good, and the sale as a 
whole was very successful. 

Priced catalogues can be obtained of Edward Cogan, 95 William street. 
New York. 



EDITORIAL. 



The collection of Coins and Medals, numbering about five thousand pieces, of the late Dr. Haase 
of Leipzig, Germany, will be sold by auction at an early day. Catalogues will be furnished, on applica- 
tion to C. G. Thieme, Universitatsstrasse No. 2, Leipzig. Price 40 cents. 

We have received a copy oi An Enquiry into the Early Monetary History of the American Colth 
niesy read before the New Orleans Academy of Sciences, October 31, 1870, by R. W. Ogden. This 
address forms a pamphlet of thirteen pages, and ought to have a large circulation. It contains much of 
interest and value to numismatic scholars. Mr. Ogden is well known as a careful antiquary, and any- 
thing from his pen will find readers. We have also received the Annual Report of the Director of the 
Mint for the fiscal year, ending June 30, 1870. 
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We offer the following description of the emblems on the seal of the Boston Numismatic Society 
as shown on the cover of this JoumaL The coin there represented is the extremely rare New-England 
Three-pence. This copy was taken from a specimen belonging to Mr. William S. Appleton. There is 
another specimen in the cabinet of Yale College Library, and these two are supposed to be the only ones 
in existence. The Pine tree was the early symbol of Massachusetts, and the three hills represent those 
on which Boston was originally built, viz. : Fort Hill, Beacon Hill and Copp's Hill. In fact, Boston was 
called at one time, Tri-niountain, from these three hills, which finally became corrupted into Trcmont, a 
name now very familiar in many ways. The design was suggested by Mr. J. Colburn. 

Wb have received the priced Catalogue of C. G. Thieme, of Leipzig, for January, 1871. It embraces 
about two thousand Medals and Coins, of various countries. It contains a few American coins of the 
Mint issue. 



' CURRENCY. 

England is to have a new sovereign— of gold. 

A NUGGET of gold weighing 800 ounces, has been found in Berlin, in South Australia. 

Louis Napoleon will not " give his countenance " to the future coinage of the French mint. 

Juvenile. — " Mother says will you give her small change for a dollar. She'll send the dollar in 
to-morrow." 

In Nevada, sheepskins are a legal tender.— £';r<r-^;jr^^. In Boston, even the mutton is not always 
** legal tender.'* 

There are three varieties of the Pine Tree Shilling, which have the word Massachusetts spelt thus : 
** Masatvsets,"— " Masathvsets," — ** Masathvets." 

The city of Lyons (France) has demanded of the Provisional Government the right to issue its own 
coinage. 

A BANK NOTE — an old dilapidated one —was shown us recently, with a piece of yellow paper pasted 
on the back of it, on which was written in a bold, free hand, •' Go it. Bill, I'll back you ! " 

Above two thousand varieties of English Tokens, some of which have been classed as American, 
are described by Condor, in his "Arrangement of Provincial Coins,** Ipswich, England, 1798. 

Mr. Editor :— What is our nashonal motto ? I disremember, but 1 know it commenses with E. 

A Subscriber. 
E Pluribus U-num ^xi^,— Chicago Post, 

" The Virtuoso's Companion^ or Coin Collector's Guides " London, published 1795-97, by Denton & 
Pratton, 8 vols, in 4 — contains one hundred and eighty plates of copper tokens ; among them are 
several of the Washington pieces. 

Chase, the " father of greenbacks," has been able to retain only a few of his children. They turned 
their backs on him and went off among strangers as soon as they were born. They have met with a 
good deal of change, but have all of them done well, and are worth money. 

Mr. Cowasjee Jehangheer Readymoney, one of the Parsee merchant princes of Bombay, has 
forwarded to Sir Bartie Frere;^ 1,000, to be halved between the French and Germans, and applied to the 
relief of those wounded in the war. 

Smith to Jones, — " Have you seen the new pieces, three to a dollar ? " 

Jofies to Smith.--^^ You get out ! You can't fool me. There ain't no such pieces.** 

Smith.^''^ Oh, yes, there are ; a half and two quarters. Don't that make a dollar ? " 

M.. Wallenberg, an officer of the Bank of Stockholm, and late member of the International 
Conference for fixing a uniform standard of coins, weights and measures, has written a letter urging the 
adoption of the 25-franc piece, with a fixed alloy of one- tenth, as the monetary unit. 

I observe that antiquaries, such as prize skill above profit (as being rather curious than covetous), 
do prefer the brass coins of the Roman emperors before those in gold and silver : because there is much 
falseness and forgery daily detected and more suspected, in gold and silver medals, as being commonly 
cast and counterfeited, whereas brass coins are presumed upon as true and ancient, because it will not 
quit cost for any to counterfeit them. Plain dealing. Lord, -what I want in wealth may I have in sin- 
cerity. I care not how much metal my estate be of, if my soul have the true stamp, really impressed 
vith the unfeigned image of the King of Heaven. Thomas Fuller. 
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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE BOSTON NUMIS- 

MATIC SOCIETY. 

Instituted 3 March, i860. Incorporated, March, 1870. 

ARTICLE I. 

This Society shall be called " The Boston Numismatic Society." Its 
object shall be the promotion of Numismatic Science, and the formation of 
a Cabinet and Library for the use of its members. 

ARTICLE 11. 

The Society shall consist of Resident, Corresponding and Honorary 
Members. 

ARTICLE III. 

The Officers shall be a President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer 
and Curator; all of whom shall be elected annually at the stated meeting in 
January. The offices of Vice-President and Curator shall be held by one and 
the same person. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The right of Voting, of holding offices, and of transacting business, 
shall be confined to Resident Members. 

ARTICLE V. 

The Society shall establish such By-Laws as may be deemed necessary 
for its government and regulation. 

ARTICLE VL 

No change shall be made in this Constitution, unless by a vote of three- 
fourths of the members present at a stated meeting, and unless notice of the 
proposed change shall have been given in writing at a previous meeting. 



BY-LAWS. 

1. The President shall occupy the Chair at the meetings of the Society, 
and nominate all Committees. He shall give the casting vote, when necessary. 

2. In the absence of the President, the Vice-President, and in the 
absence of both, a President /n? tempore shall occupy the Chair. 

3. The Secretary shall take correct minutes of the proceedings of the 
Society; preserve all documents belonging thereto; notify all Members of 
their election, as well as all Committees of their appointment ; and keep a 
correct list of the Members of the Society. 

4. The Treasurer shall receive and take charge of the funds of the 
Society, and attend to the collection and payment of moneys, but no payment 
shall be made except on an order from the President. He shall present a 
statement of all receipts and expenditures at the Annual Meeting in January. 

5. The Curator shall have charge of the Cabinet and all specimens and 
books belonging to the Society, and report on their condition at the Annual 
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Meeting in January, and shall announce all donations and purchases at each 
Monthly Meeting. 

6. Any candidate for membei^hip must be proposed in writing by a 
member, and may be balloted for at the next meeting of the Society, when 
one negative vote shall defeat his election. 

7. No person residing in Massachusetts shall be chosen a Corresponding 
Member, and no Corresponding Member shall continue such after removing 
into this State. 

8. No Resident Member shall be entitled to the privileges of member- 
ship, until he shall have paid the entrance fee of. three dollars. 

9. No note shall be taken of the rejection of any person by ballot. 

10. Every Resident Member shall pay to the Treasurer a fee of two 
dollars annuaiiy, after the year of his entrance. 

11. Any person regularly chosen a Resident Member may become a 
Life Member of the Society, by paying to the Treasurer the sum of Twenty 
Dollars, which shall entitle him to the privileges of membership, free from 
all dues or assessments. 

12. Any member shall have leave to resign upon application in writing, 
provided he can produce a certificate from the Treasurer that all sums due 
from him to the Society have been paid. 

13. The stated meetings of the Society shall be held on the first Thurs- 
day in every month, at hours fixed from time to time by the Society. 

14. Special meetings may be called by resolution of the Societ}% by 
public notice from the President, or at the written request of three members. 

15. 'The regular meetings shall be held at 4, P. M. 

x6. Assessments may be imposed at anv time, when three-fourths of the 
members present at any meeting shall vote it to be necessary, 

17, None of these By-Laws shall be suspended, except by a vote of 
three-fourths of the members present at any meeting, 



AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE BOSTON NUMISMATIC 

SOCIETY. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives y in General Court 
assembled^ and by the authority of the same, as follows : 

Section i. Jeremiah Colburn, John Phelps Putnam, William Sumner 
Appleton and Henry Davenport, their associates and successors, are hereby 
made a corporation by the name of the Boston Numismatic Society, to be 

VOL. V. 13 
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located in Boston, for the purpose of collecting and preserving Medals and 
Coins, and publishing accounts of the same; also for the collection of a 
Numismatic Library, elucidating the history of ancient and modern Medals 
and Coins ; and for these purposes, shall have all the powers and privileges, 
and be subject to all the duties, requirements and liabilities, set forth in the 
, sixtieth chapter of the General Statutes. 

Section 2. The said corporation may hold and possess real and 
personal estate to an amount not exceeding twenty-five thousand dollars. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

House of Representatives^ March 14, 1870. 

Passed to be enacted. 

HARVEY JEWELL, Speaker. 

In Senate^ March 17, 1870. 

Passed to be enacted. 

H. H. COOLIDGE, President. 



Approved, 



March 19, 1870. 
WILLIAM CLAFLIN. 



Secretary's Department^ Boston^ March 25, 1870. 
A true copy. Attest 

OLIVER WARNER, Secretary of the Commonwealth. 



OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY FOR THE YEAR 1871 

President. 
JEREMIAH COLBURN. 

Vice-President and Curator, 
JOHN PHELPS PUTNAM. 

Secretary. 
WILLIAM SUMNER APPLETON. 

Treasurer. 
JOHN KIMBALL WIGGIN. 
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SEAL OF THE BOSTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 
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NOTICE.. 

The American Numismatic and Archaeological Society of New- 
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MEDALS OF LAFAYETTE. 

Lafayette, the friend of America, is one of those who have been espe- 
cially honored by medalists, and consequently by numismatists. But I know 
no work which contains any account of the medals struck in his honor, and 
I have, therefore, tried to form a list of them. I add descriptions of twenty- 
seven pieces in my collection bearing his portrait, and I do not know of the 
existence of any more. I have also a silver shell with his head and name, 
and a small casting of bronze of the same character. If any readers of the 
Journal own, or have ever seen, medals of Lafayette not mentioned in this 
list, they will confer a favor on the Journal, and more especially on the 
author, if they will send descriptions of them to the Committee of Publica- 
tion, addressed to Mr. Colburn. It seems not at all necessary to add anything 
about the life of Lafayette, or the events commemorated by the medals, which 
are of such a character as to explain themselves perfectly. I think it quite 
possible there are more pieces resembling the last five, which belong to the 
class of American store-cards. I have, as far as possible, arranged all the 
medals in chronological order. 

W. S. Appleton. 

« 

I. M. P. J. R. I. G. MOTIER M.^""* DE LA FAVETFE NE LE 6. SEPT., 1757; 

in exergue offert par b. duvivier a la garde nation."; bust of Lafay- 
ette in uniform, facing the left. Rev. major general dans les armees des 

ETATS UNIS d'aMERIQ? en 1777, MARESCHAL DE CAMP, VICE PRESIDT DE l'as- 
SEMBLEE NATIONALE LE 12 JUILLET COMMANDANT GENERAL DE LA GARDE 

NATION" PARIS" LE 1 5 JUILLET 1 789, in eleven lines across the field; in a 
label round the upper half, vengeur de la liberte dans les deux mondes. 
Bronze, size 26, 

II. LE GENERAL LAFAYETTE NE EN 7'^" 1757- ; ^^ CXergUC COM''.^ DE LA 

G**.' natH» parisienne en 1789 ; bust of Lafayette in uniform, facing the right 

Rev. OBJET TOUR A TOUR D*IDOLATRIE ET DE HAINE ON NE SE RAPELLE AU- 
JOURd' HUY que SES MALHEURS ET LES SERVICES Q'uIL A RENDUS A LA LIBERTE 

Ms DEUX MONDES, in ten lines across the field. Bronze, size 20. 
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III. M" DE LAFAYETTE M^'• DE CAMP COM^"^"'^ G^'• DE LA G**" NA" PAR**?; 

bust of Lafayette in uniform, facing the left ; below dumarest. f. Rev. 

COMP" DES GRENADIERS VOLONTAIRES DU IH." BATA°?* VL" DIV*'?' 1 789; a shield 

with the arms of Paris, Gules, a ship under full sail, a chief Azure semee 
of fleurs-de-lis ; crest, a grenade ; behind it four flags crossed over two olive- 
branches ; above, on a scroll, vivre libre ou mourir. Silver, octagonal, 
size 20 1-2. 

IV. M. p. J. R. J. G. MOTIER M^"'^ DE LAFAYETTE NE LE 6 7"" 1757- 

COMMANDANT DE LA GARDE nat"^" parisienne EN 1 789; bust of Lafayette in 
uniform, facing the right, below 1790, all in a large wreath of oak. Rev. In 
a label round the upper half, le G^'' lafayette passant en revue la g*"* 
na":" DE PARIS. 1789; in exergue b. montagny. fecit.; Lafayette on horseback 
accompanied by an aid reviewing the National Guard; an angel flying 
through the air holds a pole, surmounted by a cap of Liberty, and from 
which hangs a pennon, inscribed vancre ou mourir. Bronze, size 33. 

V. LAFAYETTE DEPUTE A l'aSS. NAT. CONSTITUANTE. NE EN 1757; bust 

of Lafayette in uniform, facing the left; below dumarest. Rev. Around, 
COLLECTION DES FRANCAis PATRiOTES ; a wrcath of oak and olive, within 
which in four lines, il a commande la garde nationale parisienne en 1789 
1790 ET 1 791; on the edge se. vend. a. paris. chez. monneron. patente. 
Bronze, size 22. 

VI. The same' medal in every respect, except the design of the wreath, 
and the arrangement of the inscription within it. 

. VII. The same medal, still different in exactly the same respects. 

VIII. LE general LAFAYETTE NE EN 7™ 1757.1 bust of Lafayette in 
uniform, facing the right. Rev. j. silvain bailly ne a paris en 7'^ 1736; 
bust of Bailly, facing the left ' Silver, size 21. 

IX. general lafayette; bust of Lafayette in citizen's dress, facing the 
right; below caunois French; on the edge of the shoulder 1824. Rev. the 

DEFENDER OF AMERICAN AND FRENCH LIBERTY. I777-1824. BORN IN CHAVA- 

NiAC, THE 6 SEPTEMBER, 1 757., in scven lines within a wreath of oak. Bronze, 
size 28 1-2. 

X. The same head and inscription, but below the bust j. bale. Rev. 
plain. Bronze, size 30. 

XI. LE GENERAL LAFAYETTE NE A CHAVANIAC LE 6 S"' 1757-; bust OS 

No. IX; on the edge of the shoulder caunois. f. 1826. Rev. havre 5 
OCTOBRE 1825;^ in exergue brandywina tellus vidit vulneratum pro Lib- 
ert ate : brandywina navis honoratum reducit hospitem. ; the ocean, with 
an American man-of-war sailing to the right, where stands a light-house ; in 
the distance at the left are smsill buildings. Bronze, size 32. 

XII. GENERAL LAFAYETTE 1 8 24; head facing the right. Rev. george 
WASHINGTON; head facing the left. Silver, size 9. 

XIII. GENERAL LAFAYETTE; bust of Lafayette in citizen's dress, facing 
the right. Rev. companion of Washington; in exergue ariv. aug. 1824 
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DEP. SEP. 1825 ; between two pyramidal monuments is seen the upper part of 
a sphere, inscribed u. s., over which an eagle is flying, and in the sky above 
is the sun, shedding rays of glory. Silver, size 19. 

XIV. LE GENERAL LAFAYETTE NE A CHAVANIAC LE 6 S"" 1757; ^^^^ ^f 

Lafayette in uniform, facing the right; below caunois f. Rev. appele par 

LE VOEU UNANIME DES CITOYENS AU COMMANDEMENT GENERAL DES GARDES 

nationales LE 28 juiLLET 1830, in scvcn lines within a wreath of olive and 
oak. Silver, size 32 1-2. 

XV. LAFAYETTE g'"'' EN CHEF; bust of Lafayette in citizen's dress, facing 
the right Rev. regne des lois. 27. 28. 29 juillet 1830; two small branches 
of laurel crossed. Silver, size 7. 

XVL LAFAYETTE G^ EN CHEF; head of Lafayette facing the left. Rev. 
defenseur de la uberte dans les DEuk MONDES., in four lines across the 
field. Bronze, size 14. 

XVI L LA FAYETTE THE HERO OF TWO SUCCESSFUL REVOLUTIONS; bust 

of Lafayette in citizen s dress, facing the right ; below w & b. Rev. louis 

PHILIPPE l" KING of THE FRENCH 183O. BY THE CHOICE OF THE PEOPLE. N- 

YORK. NOV 25 ; in two circles round the head of Louis Philippe, facing the 
left Tin, size 21. 

XVIIL GENERAL LAFAYETTE; bust as No. IX. RcV. IN YOUTH THE 
ARDENT & INTREPID CHAMPION, IN AGE THE ENLIGHTENED & VENERABLE 

DEFENDER of the civil & religious freedom of his country and of 
MANKIND. BORN SEP. 6. 1757, OBT. MAY 21, in ten lincs, (the lowest curved) 
within a wreath of oak. Lead, size 29. 

XIX. LIBERT ATI NON DEFUiT UNQUAM ; head of Lafayette, crowned with 
oak, facing the right ; below w. oleszczynski. f. Rev. paolo j r lafajette 
POLONiA moerens; in exergue obiit. 20 maii 1834; a woman personifying 
Poland, with an oak-wreath in right hand, resting her left on a shield with 
the national arms, is leaning on a sarcophagus, on which is carved an Ameri- 
can Indian woman in tears ; on the ground lies another oak-wreath. Bronze, 
size 32. 

XX. GENERAL LAFAYETTE; bust of Lafayette in citizen's dress, facing the 
right Rev. The American eagle, with olive-branch and arrows in a circle 
of stars. Copper, size 14. 

XXI. GENERAL LA FAYETTE ; head faciug the right. Rev. as the Obv. 
Silver, oval, 10 1-2 by 8. 

XXII. GENERAL LAFAYETTE; bust of Lafayette in citizen's dress, facing 
the right. Rev. plain. Nickel, size 8. 

XXIII. LAFAYETTE, a friend to America & freedom died may 20 
1834; Lafayette at full length advancing to the left, with hat and cane in his 

. right hand, his left on his hip; in field to right h. Rev. clark & anthony 

jewelers & watchmakers N??' 25 & 27 CHEAPSIDE PROVIDENCE R. I. 1 835, 

in nine curving lines across the field, in which are two olive-branches and 
ornamental flourishes. Copper, size 18. 
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XXIV. Same obverse. Rev. h m & e i Richards manufacturers of 

JEWELRY NEAR THE UNION HOUSE ATTLEBORO MASS, in eight CUrving linCS 

across the field, with olive-branches and ornaments. Copper, size i8. 

XXV. Same obverse. Rev. walsh's general store lansingbukgh 
(n. y.) 1835, in five curving lines across the field, an oak-leaf at each side of 
the date. Copper, size 18. 

XXVI. Same obverse. Rev. walsh's general store lansingburg new- 
YORK 1835, in five curving and straight lines across the field, in which are 
oak and olive leaves and ornaments. Copper, size 18. 

XXVII. Same obverse. Rev. s. l. wilkins dealer in boots, shoes, 

& SHOE stock, hats, CAPS, FURS &C 22 MERRIMACK S^. LOWELL MASS, in 

eight curving lines across the field.. Copper, size i8. 

Since writing this article, I have bought a silver medal, which differs 
from No. II only in the following trifling particulars: aujourd'huy is written 
as one word, q*uil is corrected, and written qu'il, and on the edge is revo- 
lution FRANC AiSE PAR I LENARD AN 9. N? 5. It should bc No. Ill, making 
the whole list 28. 



OLD TENOR. 



In connexion with the article on Old Tenor, in the April number of 
the Journal, we print the following Title-page of a little pamphlet, published 
in 1750. Judging from its size it was probably intended to be carried in a 
pocket-book. The pages, of which there are twelve, are about three inches 
long and an inch and a half wide. The title-page reads as follows: — 

" An Exact Table To bring Old Tenor into Lawful Money. AlsoaTK&ix. 
to know the Value of Pistoles, Guineas, Johannes, and double Johannes, Moy 
dores, English Crowns, Shillings, and Copper Half Pence, at the Rate of 
Dollars at Six Shillings a Piece, at which invariable Value th^ are fixed by a 
late A61 of this Government. The A61 to be in Force from and after the ^ist 
of March 1750. Third Edition. Boston, Printed and Sold by D. Fowle, 
at his Shop faceing the Town-Dock." 

The pamphlet begins thus : — 

" Inasmuch as by an A&, of this Province, entitled, An A&. for drawing 
in the Bills of Credit of the several Denominations, which have at any Time 
been issued by this Government, and are still outstanding, and for ascertain- 
ing the Rate of Coined Silver in this Province, among other Things it is 
Enaded, That from and after the 31st of March 1750, Forty Five Shillings 
of the Old Tenor, and Eleven Shillings and Three Pence of the new and 
middle Tenor, shall be equal to one Piece of Eight, and shall be exchanged 
by the Treasurer, with the Possessor or Possessors, accordingly. 

' " And whereas it is further Enacted, That all Bargains, Contracts, Debts, 
and Dues whatsoever, which shall be contrafled after the said 31st of March, 
shall be understood to be in Silver at Six Shillings and Eight Pence per 
Ounce ; and all Spanish Mill'd Pieces of Eight shall be taken and paid at the 
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Rate of Six Shillings a Piece and no more, on the Penalty of Fifty Pounds 
Lawful Money. 

" And all Persons whatsoever are thereby required to conform their Books 
and Accounts according to said Regulation ; And any Books and Accounts, 
which shall not be made to conform to said Regulation, will not be admitted- 
by said Aft to be produced in Evidence, for the Recovery of any Debt in any 
of his Majesty's Courts within this Province. 

" Therefore, That all Persons may with Ease conform their Books and 
Accounts to the above Regulation, by bringing their Old Tenor Debts into 
Lawful Money, according to the Intent and Design of said A(5l, the following 
Table is offered to the Publick, by the Help of which, even those that are not 
well acquainted with Figures, may easily bring any Sum of Money of the Old 
Tenor into the established currency of the Year 1750. 

*' And whereas by another A(5l of this Government, the Value of Pistoles, 
Guineas, Moydores, Copper Half Pence, &c. are fixed at a certain Proportion 
with Dollars at Six Shillings a Piece, with a Penalty of Fifty Pounds for any 
one that gives more than the Price stipulated by said A(5l for either of the 
said Species of Money therein mentioned, therefore another Table is here 
presented, that all Persons may be acquainted with the real Value of Goldj 
Silver and Copper Half Pence as settled by the Government." 

Then follows a Table, giving the value in lawful money of various sums 
Old Tenor, ranging from 7i pence up to 1000 pounds. s. a. g. 



OUR COINAGE. 

It is high time to commence a crusade against the unnecessarily rude 
faces our National Coins present. There is probably no civilized nation 
whose coins are so unartistic as ours. Nay, we are sure that even those of 
China are more appropriately ornamented, since they do not pretend to 
anything beyond a significance, and that is complete. We aim at something 
artistic, and produce something that we have never liked to show in other 
countries. 

We well remember one day showing one of our gold coins to some 
fellow-students in the school at Paris. One of them took it, and looking at 
the head, remarked quietly, and as though he feared to mortify us, " it is not 
at all well modelled," and we were compelled to say, " it is execrable." The 
head is bad on all the coins, from the cent up, but it is better than the eagle, 
and that, still better than the full length of Liberty. The only tolerable 
device in use is that in which the denomination of the coin is inclosed 
in a wreath of laurel ; though the significance of this we could never 
comprehend. 

The imprint on a coin demands two things to make it complete — signifi- 
cance and accuracy of design. The coins of most European governments 
present on one side the coat of arms of the country, and on the other, the 
head of the reigning sovereign. The former is traditional, and prescribes the 
traditional forms of all things represented — they are given for their meaning, 
not as artistic representations of the objects — and given with the same form 
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and quaintness which they have borne for centuries, and which have become 
reverend from age and association. They are memoranda of the youth of the 
nation, inscribed with barbaric graphicality, and never to be modified or 
effaced. 

Heraldry is a system of hieroglyphic writing, and Art proper has nothing 
whatever to do with it. If we leave heraldry proper, and make an ornamental 
design for a coin, we work in subjection to the laws of taste, and that which 
we do is open to criticism as a work of art. 

Our country has no antiquity whose heroic achievements are com- 
memorated by the hieroglyphic types of the college of heralds — ^it cannot, of 
course, have a heraldry, and to attempt to get up a coat of arms for the United 
States of America is simply absurd. 

If we wish to adopt an emblem, it is very well, but let it be distinctly 
understood that heraldry has nothing to do with it, and that its representation 
must be in subjection to the laws of taste. We have chosen the eagle. Good ! 
He is a noble bird, and, properly represented, would make a beautiful medal- 
lion. The substitution of his head alone for that deformity labelled " liberty " 
would be a good step, and in the hands of a good sculptor the bird would 
make a more beautiful coin-face than any we know. 

But our eagle is an ornithological curiosity — a sprawling, straddling, 
ungainly, graceless thing, which any school-boy, who had ever seen a bird of 
any kind, should be ashamed to draw. It violates every law of anatomy and 
taste alike. There lies before us a half dollar of 1854, a late coinage. Will 
any man who is capable of seeing a difference between a golden pheasant and 
a Shanghai cock, look for one minute at the bird on that coin, and then say 
that it does not offend him. 

Turn it over! You have what is supposed to represent liberty — an 
effigy, but still not an heraldic one. We do not know where, or how, or by 
whom, it was designed — if, indeed, it was designed at all, and did not come 
by chance — but, we are sure that we could go into any French life-school, and 
find a boy of sixteen who would furnish, in half an hour, a better design than 
that in every respect. It is so badly drawn that it becomes perfectly ridicu- 
lous, and beneath criticism. 

Why is this ? It is not because there is not enough talent in the country 
to secure good designs. An expense of one thousand dollars would give us 
a complete set of designs which would make our coinage the most beautiful 
in the world — worthy of a poetic and picturesque country. The dies and 
coinage would cost no more than at present, and, instead of the wretched 
things which greet us when we draw a coin from our pockets, we should see 
contmually works of art — models which an aspiring young sculptor might 
emulate. It is an excellent point from which to begin a reform of national 
taste. 

But what to do! Who governs these things.'^ In England, and, we 
believe, through Europe, a practical artist directs them, and the models for 
the coins are made by some of the first artists in the country ; but here, we 
cannot even determine upon whom to charge these atrocities. 

Can we not have a National Fine Art Commission, who shall super- 
intend not only this matter, but the art interests at Washington — the orna- 
mentation of our public buildings — the selection of pictures and statuary? 
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It would cost nothing ; for there are competent persons enough in the country 
who would willingly serve unpaid, and, even if they were well paid, the country 
would save by it in not being obliged to pay the ridiculous prices they have 
paid for some of the national acquisitions in the fine arts line. It is just as 
easy to have these things well done as badly done, and infinitely more profit- 
able in the long run. — The Crayon, 1855. 



THE POPULAR CREED. 



Dimes and dollars, dollars and dimes ! 
An empty pocket's the worst of crimes ! 
If a man is down, give him a thrust — 
Trample the beggar into the dust ! 
Presumpjtuous poverty's quite appalling — 
Knock him over ! kiclc him for falling ! 
If a man is up, oh I lift him higher ! 
Your soul's for sale, and he's the buyer — 

Dimes and dollars, dollars and dimes ! 

An empty pocket's the worst of crimes ! 

I know a poor, but worthy youth. 

Whose hopes are built on a maiden's truth. 

But a maiden will break her vows with ease, 

For a wooer cometh whose claims are these : 

A hollow heart and an empty head, 

A face well tin|;ed with brandv red, 

A soul well trained in villainy's school — 

And cash, sweet cash — he knows the rule : 

Dimes and dollars, dollars and dimes ! 

An empty pocket's the worst of crimes ! 



I know a bold and honest man. 
Who strives to live on the Christian's plan, 
But poor he is, and poor will be, 
A scorned, a hated wretch is he ; 
At home he meeteth a starving wife. 
Abroad he leadeth the leper's life — 
They struggle against a fearful odds 
Who will not bow to the people's gods ! 

Dimes and dollars, dollars and dimes ! 

An empty pocket's the worst of crimes \ 

So get ye wealth, no matter how ! 

" No questions asked " of the rich, I trow — 

Steal by night and steal by day, 

(Doing it all in a legal way.) 

Join the Church, and never forsake her. 

Learn to cant and insult your Maker, 

Be hypocrite, liar, knave and fool. 

But don't be poor — remember the rule. 

Dimes and dollars, dollars and dimes ! 

An empty pocket's the worst of crimes ! 



AN "AUGSBURG CONFESSION" MEDAL. 

We were lately shown a rare and very valuable medal, now in the 
possession of Mr. J. B. Ripley, who has, we presume, about the most valuable 
collection of coins in the State ; and which was recently purchased together 
with several other valuable and ancient coins, at a sale in New York. A 
description of this medal will no doubt prove interesting to our readers. It 
is as follows : 

This very interesting Gold Medal was struck by John George, Elector 
of Saxonj, in 1630, in commemoration of the celebrated Diet of Augsburg, 
which took place in the one hundredth preceding year, viz: A. D. 1530, at 
which the great Lutheran Confession of Faith, usually known by the title of 
the Augsburg Confession, was presented to the Emperor, Charles V., of 
Germany. 

This Confession of Faith was the work of Melancthon, executed under 
the supervision of Luther, and was signed by the predecessor of Elector John 
George, John, the Elector of Saxony and a firm friend of Luther, by the 
Margrave of Brandenburg, by Ernest and Francis, Dukes of Brunswick and 
Luxemburg, by the Landgrave of Hesse, by the Princess of Anhalt, and by 
deputies from Nuremburg and other cities. 
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It is worthy of remark that this Confession, afterwards sh'ghtly modified, 
and called the " Form of Concord " in 1579, is the most important symbolical 
book of the Lutheran Church. No wonder, then, that the first centenary 
should have been marked by the issue of a medal which recalled to the 
Saxons the conspicuous part played by their former Elector on the 25th of 
June, 1530. Giving him the place of honor on the obverse of the medal, we 
find delineated in profile, the well known rugged features of Elector Joannes. 
He is represented clothed in the furred mantle and cap peculiar to the first 
half of the sixteenth century, familiar to students of costume. He holds in 
his right hand the sword, the badge of the office of Elector; four shields 
surround the portrait; at the top, are the crossed swords, electoral, {so 
familiar on Dresden China) to right and left, lions rampant, and beneath the 
well known arms of Saxony, still borne by the descendants of the Electors, 
amongst others by the late Prince Consort, as Duke of Saxe Coburg-Gotha. 
The legend around the portrait may be rudely rendered thus : " The name of 
the Lord is the strongest tower." The date 1530, 25 June, and name Joannes 
appear on the field. 

The reverse gives us the features of John George — he bearing, like his 
ancestor, the electoral sword, appears clothed iYi the electoral bonnet and 
ermined robe of office. In the field appears 1630, 25 June, and John George, 
and around the centre runs a legend, which roughly translated reads, " The 
1 00th anniversary of the presentation of the Lutheran Confession." At 
the foot of the Elector appears a large shield, in which his arms are 
duly marshalled, having the electoral sword borne on an escutcheon of 
pretence. 

This medal has been evidently made for the purpose of being wcjrn as a 
decoration, suspended from a chain or ribbon, and has been mounted with a 
gold border and loop. It is a rare and interesting curiosity. — Advertiser^ 
Savannah^ Geo. 



MONEY DIGGING. 



At various times. Mount Independence, as well as Crown Point and 
other localities in the neighborhood of Lake Champlain, have been scarred by 
money-diggers. In 181 5, a company came hither from Northern Vermont, 
to search for military treasures which wise seers and the divining-rod declared 
were buried there. The chief of the party, entertaining misgivings on his 
arrival, as to the success of money-digging, purchased land in the neighbor- 
hood, and while his more credulous companions were digging deep into the 
mount, he was plowing deep into the land. He raised grain and esculent 
roots — they raised gravel and worthless clay. When their patience and 
money were exhausted, they shouldered their picks and departed for Western 
New York. He remained, became a thrifty farmer, and by the unerring 
divining-rod of industry, found the treasure. Credulous people still dig at 
these localities, and several pits were pointed out to me which had been 
recently excavated. — Lossing's Pictorial Fieldrbook of the Revolution^ vol. i^ 
p. 148. 
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SALE OF COINS AND MEDALS. 

At the Sale held by Bangs, Merwin & Co.. New York, on the 3d, 4th and 
5th of April, 1 87 1, containing a fair Collection of Roman, Greek, English, 
Scotch, American, Canadian, and miscellaneous Gold, Silver, and Copper 
Coins and Medals, the following prices were obtained for the most desirable 
pieces : — 

Greek Silver, tetradrachms, of Alexander, $2.50 and 5.50 ; Athens, 3.00 ; Antiochus I., 5.50 ; Lysi- 
tnachus, 5.25 ; Macedon, 5.50 ; Ptolemy Soter, 3.25 ; a Persian Daric, 3.50 ; Byzantine Gold of Justinius, 
7.50. 7.25 ; Leo I., 7.25. Roman gold, Domitian, 7.00 ; Nerva, 5.00 ; Trajan, 8.00. A few fine speci- 
mens of Roman Silver brought as follows : Aquillia Severa, i.oo ; Constantine, 3.00 ; Diadumima; 1.13 ; 
Galba, 1.00; Juba I., 2.50; Marinianus, 1.50; Nero, 7.00 ; Otho, 2.75; Pertinax, 5.00 ; Trajan, 1.50; 
Tiberius, 4.00 ; Vitellius, 1.63. About 200 Roman brass sold at prices from 5 cents to 4.00 each. Silver 
Medal of Oliver Cromwell, by Simon, 5.00 ; do. the Dunbar Medal, 7.25 ; Crown of Edward VI., 7.50; 
half do., 5.00 ; Crown of Elizabeth, 4.50 ; half do., 4.50 ; Crown of James I., 3.50 ; Crown of Cromwell, 
12.00 ; half do., 8.00 ; Shilling, 3.50 ; Crown of James II., 3.50 ; Five Pound Piece, gold, of Wm. III., 
30.50 ; Two Pound Pieq^, gold, Anne, 21.00 ; Five Pound Piece, ^old, Geo. II., 27.00 ; Two Pound do., 
1 1.25 ; Five Pound Piece, gold, Geo. IV., 30.00 : Silver Crown ot Wm. IV., 33.00 ; Scotch silver penny 
of Mary, 6.00 ; Testoon, 12.50 ; Testoon, Francis and Mary, 5.50 ; do. of Mary and Darnley, 7.00 ; Pat- 
tern Crown of the Pretender, (James VIII.,) 13.00 ; Pattern Guinea of do., 10.50. 

Medal of the " Beaver Club Instituted Montreal, 1785," in gold, $33.00 ; McGill College Medal, 
founded at the Tercentenary Shakespeare Festival in 1864, bronze, o.oo. 

Canadian Copper coins — Leslie & Son's Twopence, $5.50 ; Side view Penny of the Bank of Mon- 
treal, 1838, 25.00 ; same Half Penny, 8.00 ; Bank Token " 1-2 Penny," of the " tJn Sou " series, 11.00 ; 
Seven Toll Checks, 2.75 each ; " Jh. Roy Token," 2.50 ; " Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, Success," 
Ship, 6.00 ; Vexator Canadensis, 3.25. 

Proof Set of U. S. gold, 1868, pieces, $46.00; Eagle 1797, 17.00 ; half do., 1795, 8.00; half do. 
1802, 7.00 ; half do., 1807, 6.75 ; half do., 18 13, 6.75 ; three-dollar piece, 1854, 6.50 ; 1836, Flying Eagle 
dollar, 5.50 ; Six Pine Tree Shillings, 1.50 to 4.00 each ; Spanish Pistareen of Ferdinana I., 3.25 ; 
Double do., 7.00 ; Mexican dollar, 1824, 5.50 ; Silver coin of de Rohan, Grand Master of Malta, 5.00. 

The number of lots on the Catalogue is 1758, and the total amount of 
sale was $2,571. 

Priced Catalogues can be obtained of Edward Cogan, 95 William Street, 
New York. 



THE UPTON SALE OF TOKENS, MEDALS. &c. 

The Collection of Medals, Tokens, and Numismatic Books, belonging 
to George P. Upton, of Chicago, was sold in that city on the 14th of April 
last 

From a priced list at hand, we note the following sales : — 

Silver. — Paris Peace Medal of 1814, $5.00; Marriage Medal of Francis I. and Elizabeth, 5.00: 
Hermhut Moravian Medal, 4.00. 

Bronze. — Winfield Scott and Zachary Taylor, the large bronze, struck by order of Coneress, $5.00 
each ; Fourteen bronze of the Mint Series, 1.50 to 3.00 each ; Set of LovetttS Medals (10) 6.25 ; a cast 
of the Jackson Medal of 1829, 375 ; Grant Medal, struck in Switzerland, 2.75 ; Medal of the Cathedral 
of St. Paul, Philadelphia, 6.00; Set of Lovett's Presidential residences, (10) 6.40 ; Erie Canal Medal, 
a^y^ 5.50 : Humboldt Medal, of 1828, 8.50 ; Medal struck by the University of Jena, 1836, 10.50 ; Medal 
of the Cathedral of Milan, 6.00; French Medals of distinguished persons, j[5 8) 28.10; Medal of the 
French Exposition, of 1855, in composition, 4.00 ; 208 Lots of Medals and Coins. 

Books. — List of Washington Memorial Medals, 1865, by W. Elliot Woodward, 1 5.00 ; Medallic 
Memorials of Washington, 1861, J. R. Snowden, 5.00; Description of the Ancient and Modern Coins 
at the Mint, J. R. Snowden, 1861, 3.00; Twelve Coin Catalogues, partly priced, 5.00 ; and various others, 
32 Lots. 

VOL. VI. 2 
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THE CAUFFMAN SALE OF MEDALS AND COINS. 

The Collection of Medals and Coins belonging to Emil Cauffman, of 
Philadelphia, was sold by Bangs, Merwin & Co., New York, on the 3d and 
4th of May last Among the most desirable pieces were the following : — 

Dollar of 1794, good, $32.00 ; do. of 1795, 4.50 ; do. of 1795, fillet head, fine, 17.00 ; .do. of 1797, 
six stars facing, 4.25 ; do. of 1798, 13 stars, 4.25 ; do. of 1841, fine, 3.50 ; Proof dollar, 1846, 1500 ; 
Proof do., 1847, 14.00; Proof do., 1849, ^S-oo ; Proof do., 185 1, 22.00 ; Proof do., 1852, 22.00; Proof 
do., 1854, 16.00 ; Proof set, six pieces, 1855, 20.50 ; Proof do., including gold dollar, 1856, 19.CO ; Proof 
do., six pieces, 1857, 15.00 ; Proof do., seven pieces, 1858, 14.25 ; Proof do., 1859, including gold dollar 
and dime of i860, 7.25 ; Proof do., i860, including gold dollar, eight pieces, 6.00 ; Proof do., 1862, same, 
5.50 ; Proof do., 1863, nine pieces, 3.50 ; Proof do., ten pieces, 1864, 7.00 ; Proof do., same, 1866, 4.00. 

IJalf dollar, 1794, fine, $12.00; do., 179J, fine, 19.00; do., 1797, rare, 16.00; Proof do., 1836, 5.50 ; 
Fine do., Liberty seated, 1839, 4-5^ * ^^ooi do., 1852, 5.00 ; Quarter dollar, 1796, 4.50 ; do., 181 5, 6.25 ; 
Dime, 1797, sixteen stars, 3.50; do., 1798, 2.50; do., 1801, 2.75 ; do., 1804, 2.50; do., 1811,4.25; do., 
1821, 2.00 ; do., proof, 1825, 3.50; do., 1827, 2.88 ; do., 1830, 2.50; do., 1837, 2.00; do., 1848, 3.50; do., 
1852, 2.25 ; Half dime, fine, 1794, 11.50 ; do., 1796, 3.50 ; do., 1707, 2.25 ; do., do., thirteen stars, 1797, 
375 ; do., 1852, proof, 2.37. 

Gold Quarter Eagle, 1796, no stars, $8.50 ; do., 1798,6.00; do., 1802, 5.00; do., 1806, 6.00; Pattern 
Half Dime, 1792, 44.50; Gold dollar, 1836, 5.00 ; Proof dollar, 1836, lo.oor; da, 1838, 39.00 ; do., 1839, 
not fine, 23.00 ; Washington Pieces, " Liberty and Security," brass, 25.00 ; Washington Button, 3.25 ; 
another, 2.00. 

Crown of Ed. VI., $6.00 ; Half do., 5.00 ; Shilling do., 3.00 ; Crown of Elizabeth, 10.50 ; do. of 
Charles L, 5.25 ; Half do., 5.75 ; Crown of Charles II., 3.25 ; do. of Wm. and Mary, 6.25 ; do. Wm., 
3.25 ; do. Anne, 4.13 ; Proof Crown, Half do.. Shilling and Sixpence, Geo. II., 11.00 ; Proof Pattern 
Dollar, 1804, Geo. III., 12.00; Proof Set, Crown, Half do., Shillinp^ and Sixpence, Geo. IV., 11.00; 
Dollar of Queen Mary and Henry Darnley, 10.00 ; Thirty Shilling piece of James VI., 7.00. 

Massachusetts Snilling, 1652, Oak tree, $9.50 ; Chalmer's Shilling, 6.co ; Vermont Cent, 1786, 3.50 ; 
Connecticut Cent, 1787, 3.00 ; Massachusetts Cent^ 1787, 8.50 ; Half do., 3.00 ; Cent do., 1788, 8.00. 

Liberty Cap Cent, 1793, fair, $0.50 ; Ring Cent, 1793, fine, 15.50; Flowing Hair, do., 1793, 8.50 ; 
Thick planchet, 1795, 5.50; Thin do., 1795, 3.00 ; Liberty Cap, 1796, 2.50 ; Cent, fine, 1797, 6.50 ; do.^ 
1798, 3.50 ; do., 1799, poor, 9.50 ; do., 1804, i3-oo ; do., 1807, fine, 3.00 ; do., 1808, 3.50 ; do., 1809, 4.75 ; 
do., 1811, very fine, 30.00 ; do., 1813, 3.00; do., 1814, 4.00; do., 1825, fine, 9.50 ; do., 1829, 4.25 ; do^ 
proof, 1856,6.25; do., do., 1857, 6.25; Half Cent, 1795, very fine, 29.50; do., 1797, 9.00; do., proo^ 
1 83 1, 9.00 ; do., proof, 1834, 3.13 ; do., proof, 1841, 8.co ; do., proof, 1852, 8.50. 

5 Francs, " Bonaparte Premier Consul," $7.50 ; do., " Napoleon Empereur," 5.75. 

Greek Silver, Alexander, Tetradrachm, $10.00 ; Demetrius, do., lo.co ; Lysimachus, do., 7.00 ; 
Ptolemy I., do., 9.00 ; Philip II., do.. 1.50. 

Roman Gold of Trajan, $5.00 ; do. of Valentinianus, 7.75. 

Priced Catalogues can be obtained of Edward Cogan, 95 William St., 
New York. 

On the ist and 2d of June last, Mr. Edward Cogan, 95 William Street, 
N. Y., had a sale of Medals and Coins at Messrs. Bangs, Merwin & Co.'s, 
New York. We note the following : — 

Medals : — Adam Eckfeldt, Silver, very rare, $6.00 ; Erie Canal, Silver, size 28, 6.25 ; Andrew John- 
son, Silver, size 20, 5.25 ; James Madison, White metal, size 42, 5.00 ; Franklin, of Copper, Zinc and 
Nickel, size 35, 4.50; Santa Anna, size 42, Copper, 3.25 ; William Pitt, size 34, Bronze, 2.25 ; Bolivar, 
size 30, Silver, 225 ; Revolutionary* Peace Medals, " Libera Soror," size 28 1-2, Silver, 60.00 ; " Faust- 
issimo Foedere Junctje," size 22, silver, 6.00 ; Declaration of Independence Medal, size 56, Bronze, 22.50; 
"Voltaire," Washington, Bronze, 12.00 ; Washington Benevolent, Silver, size 28, 10.00; Washington, 
by Wright, Silver, size 28, 4.25 ; do. Mechanics^ Institute, Silver, size 26, 7.00 ; Norwalk Memorial, 
Silver, 3.00; Eagle, Gold 1804, 35.00; Half do., 1823, 8.50; Double do., pattern, i860, 32.00; Half 
Dimes, 1795 and '97, 7.00 each. 

Proof Sets, 1857 and ^58, $14.00 each ; Cromwell Half Crown, fine, 15.00 ; Victoria, Gothic Crown, 
6.50 ; Auctori Plebis, very good, 6.50 ; Immunis Columbia, do., 7,00 ; New York, " Excelsior," fair, 
14.00 ; another variety, 12.00; "British Settlement, Kentucky," proof in Silver, 82.50 ; another, Bronze, 
33.00; Half Disme, 1^92, 10.50. 

Cents : — 1795, uncirculated, $14.00 ; do., 1796, 7.00 ; do., 1804, good, 8.j;o ; do., 1809, fair, 300 ; do^ 
1825,6.50; do., 1828, 3.00; do., 1833, 2.25 ; do., Proof, 1843, 7-50; do., 1843, 2.75; do.. Proof; 1854, 
7.00 ; do., do., 1855, 7.00 ; do., do., 1857, 4.50 ; Half Cents: — 1793, fine, Q.00 ; 1795, very fine, 6.00 ; 1802, 
2.50; 1810, 1.75; 1811,3.25; 1 841, Proof, 5.00; 1847, Proof, 16.00; 1854, do., 3.25; 1857, do.. 2.13; 
Washington Cent, 1792, 5750; Washington President, 1792, 15.00 ; Gca Washington, Bom Virginia, 
&c., 14.00 ; Fifteen Greek Silver Tetradrachros, brought 3.75 to 10.00 each. 

• See Vol 2, p. 64, Journal of Numismatics. 
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TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES. 

BOSTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 

April 17,. — A monthly meeting was held this day at 4, P. M. The 
Secretary read the report of the last meeting, and a letter from Alfred Sand- 
ham of Montreal, accompanying the donation of a volume on the Medals of 
Canada, for which the thanks of the Society were voted ; the Secretary 
also presented catalogues of some recent coin-sales. Mr. Davenport exhib- 
ited a five-franc piece of the French Republic of 1870, and impressions of 
eight great seals of English colonies. Mr. Crosby showed a few rare pieces 
belonging to Peter Gwschend, Jr., of Pittsburg, Penn., the N. E. shilling and 
sixpence, the doubtful Pine-tree shilling of 1650, the Virginia piece in silver 
of 1 774, &c. The Secretary showed a specimen of the rare medal of " Stone- 
wall " Jackson, the medal of William Penn in silver, a medal of Franklin in 
bronze, which was new to the members, and a dollar of the Provisional Gov- 
ernment of Spain of 1870. The meeting was principally devoted to an 
exhibition of United States coins of 1803-4-5. Messrs. Davenport and 
Crosby exhibited cents and half-cents. Mr. Robinson exhibited some of the 
silver and copper. Mr. Root exhibited most of the gold, silver and copper, 
including two half-dollars of 1803 and of 1805. Mr. Seavey exhibited the 
gold, silver and copper of 1804 and 1805, accidentally omitting all pieces 
of 1803. The Secretary exhibited the silver and copper, including six cents 
of 1803, also seven cents of 1802. The President and Dr. S. A. Green were 
appointed a committee to have the plate of certificate of membership changed 
by the substitution of the seal of the Society, in place of the meaningless 
ornament now on it The Society adjourned soon after 5, P. M. 

May 4. — A monthly meeting was held this day at 4, P. M. The report 
of the last meeting was read and accepted. Mr. Robinson exhibited several 
copper coins of the East Indies, and a large silver piece of the King of Oude. 
The Secretary showed a very rare French silver medal of Franklin, and a 
French bronze medal of J. J. Le Francois de la Lande, on which he is men- 
tioned as a fellow of the Boston (probably American) Academy. The meeting 
was principally devoted to an exhibition of United States coins of 1806-7-8, 
and cents of Connefticut, of 1785-6. Mr. Robinson exhibited several coins 
of 1806-7-8. Mr. Crosby exhibited thirty-one Conne(5licut cents, and cents 
and half cents of 1806-7-8. Mr. Seavey exhibited five Connecticut cents, 
and the gold, silver and copper of 1806-7-8, including three half-eagles of 
1806, two of 1807, two half-dollars of 1807, and single specimens of each 
other coin issued in the three years. The Secretary exhibited nine Con- 
necticut cents, and the silver and copper of 1806-7-8, including two half- 
dollars of 1806, and two of 1807, four cents of 1807, two of 1808, and two 
half-cents of .1806. The Society adjourned at about 5, P. M. 

yune I. — A monthly meeting was held this day at 4, P. M. The report 
of the last meeting was read and accepted. The President announced a 
donation from Captain George H. Preble, of a number of coins collected by 
his son, Henry O. Preble, lately deceased, for which the thanks of the Society 
were voted. The meeting was principally devoted to an exhibition of United 
States coins of 1809-10-1 1, and cents of Connecticut of 1787. Mr. Robinson 
exhibited three Connecticut cents, and several pieces of the silver and copper 
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of 1809-10-1 1. Mr. Crosby exhibited one hundred and forty-two Connecticut 
cents, and the copper of 1809-10-11, including three half cents each of 1809 
and 181 1. Mr. Seavey exhibited twenty-two Connecticut cents, and the gold, 
silver and copper of 1809-10-1 1, including two half-eagles each of 1810 and 
181 1, and two cents of 1810. The Secretary exhibited twenty-two Connect- 
icut cents, and the silver and copper of 1809-10-11, including three cents of 
1 8 10, two of 1811, and two half-cents of 1809. The Society adjourned at 
about 5, P. M, 

Wm. S. Appleton, Sec. 



NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY OF MONTREAL. 

The ninth annual conversazione of the Natural History Society was held 
last night in their rooms, on the corner of Cathcart and University streets, 
and was numerously attended. What may be called the culture of the city 
was fairly represented, and the President of the Society, Principal Dawson, 
delivered an address. There was an excellent band present that played a 
number of choice pieces during the evening, and the company circulated 
through the rooms, inspecting the array of curiosities in science and art, 
which had been specially added to it on this occasion. As usual, the Mon- 
treal Microscopic Club illustrated, by means of their powerful microscopes, 
some of the wonders of the insedl world; and the Numismatic and Antiqua- 
rian Society contributed the largest colledlion of most valuable and rare 
coins and medals, chiefly Canadian, which has ever been furnished on these 
occasions. There were also liberal contributions from other public and 
private sources ; and an idea of some of the extraordinary attradlions of the 
evening's entertainment will be gathered from the following concise yet com- 
prehensive 

ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT. 

Ladies and Gentlemen : — The ordinary work of this Society is of a very unobtrusive 
charadler. It seeks to keep alive in the community a taste for the study of nature ; to record 
and illustrate new fa6ls as to the natural history and resources of Canada ; to provide a place of 
safe keeping for such obje6ls as appear of any value to the progress of science ; and to afford in 
its museum and ledhires the means of pleasant and profitable recreation and improvement to all 
classes of our citizens. Once a year only we open our rooms to this annual conversazione, and 
it affords me much pleasure on the ninth of these occasions to welcome here so large an 
assemblage of our friends, who, we hope, will enjoy with us the present improved aspe6t of our 
colle6lions, and the special attra6lions which we have gathered for this evening. 

On the present occasion we have made a special effort to collect as many objefts as possible 
in illustration of the arts and antiquities of the aboriginal tribes of Canada, and I cannot conceive 
a collection more fitted to interest any thoughtfu] mind than that now before us. You have here 
the specimens accumulated by the Society ; considerable colIe(5tions from the museum of McGill 
College; colle<5Hons made by the Numismatic and Antiquarian Society; a selection of very 
interesting obje6ls kindly lent to us by the Principal of Queen's College, Kingston ; a number 
of antique implements from the Geological Survey ; plates illustrating American antiquities from 
the library of the Seminary; and a variety of objects of interest exhibited by Mr. Barnston, Mr. 
Vennor, Mr. Whiteaves, Mr. Murphy, Prof Bell, Mr. Stanley Bagg, Mr. Mott, and other mem- 
bers of the Society. 

These obje6ls are not only curious as illifstrations of the rude but oflen ingenious and taste- 
ful arts of a primitive people, but some of them are relics of tribes which have passed away. 



1871.] AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. 13 

Among these none have greater interest than those which represent the ancient Hochelaga of 
Carrier, the predecessor of our modern Montreal, and of which many memorials have been found 
in the excavations for the foundation of our modem city. In one case you see specimens of the 
pottery of these old people arranged in accordance with its patterns, on which the Indian women 
of the olden time bestowed so much skill and taste. In my own colle6lion J have from the 
ancient site fragments which represent one hundred and sixty-five distin<5t vessels ; and the 
patterns worked in these may be arranged under the heads of the " corn-ear " pattern, repre- 
senting the rows of grain in the ear of corn ; the ** basket-pattern ;" the "ring" or bead pattern, 
usually combined with the last, and the simpler " crimped " pattern. With this you may see a 
few specimens of ancient British pottery, which, in material and style, might have been formed 
by the same artists, and on which the old potters made ornamental marks, by impressing the 
points of their fingers on the clay, exa6lly in the manner of our old potters of Montreal. 

You will also find, besides our colle<5lions of stone implements of this country, others from 
the British Islands, and proving the absolute identity of the primitive weapons and tools of these 
widely-separated regions. Perhaps, however, nothing in the curiosities exhibited this evening is 
more worthy of interest than some of the smaller objects, especially the beads of wampum. 
Beads are ancient and universal ornaments, and among many rude nations they exist also as 
currency; and as public records and pledges of treaties. I believe we have the earliest instance 
of them in that strange and archaic passage of Genesis describing the Edenic Paradise, in which 
it is said of the Land of Havilah, that it has ** gold and bdellium and the onyx stone," an ex- 
pression which might fairly be read, " gold and wampum shells, and flints for implements," — 
the three great treasures of aboriginal man. In the colledlions before you there are several 
forms of these ornaments ; some are spiral shells, with a hole ground in one side. Such beads 
are common to various parts of Europe and America, and they constituted the wampum of 
several tribes of this country. Others are laboriously ground out of larger shells. Some on our 
tables, from Newfoundland, are made of the large Mactra Solidissima. Others from New Bruns- 
wick are made of the white and blue portions of the coast wampum shell, the Vmus Mercenaria; 
and one from the old Hochelaga, an ornament of some dusky belle of Montreal three or four 
hundred years ago, is made of the hinge of a fresh water mussel. Others from the same site 
are discs of clay, crimped on the edges, and burned in the fire. Others, from Ontario, have 
been hammered out of native copper. A string from Brockville presents a curious example of 
the transmission of objects of value from place to place, and of the way in which even rude 
peoples make distant regions tributary to their tastes. It consists partly of copper beads from 
Lake Superior, and partly of shells of Purpura Lapillus from the Atlantic coast, localities which 
must have been the very ends of the earth to the chief who pKJssessed these precious ornaments. 
Some beads from the Tobique River, New Brunswick, in one of our cases, were taken from the 
grave of an Indian child, buried in those forest solitudes by some bereaved mother who 
expressed her grief, and perhaps her hopes and fears as to the welfare of her darling in the 
spirit land, by winding around its little corpse her precious strings of wampum, which, to her 
simple faith, had, perhaps, some value even on that unknown shore. Her gift was not wholly 
in vain. It reminds us to-night of that light of nature by which the invisible things of God and 
of a future life are manifested even to the rude children of the forest ; of the future tribunal 
before which we and the poor Indian must alike stand, to be judged according to that which 
was given to us \ and of those common affections and hopes and fears, which prove the kinship 
of man in all times and conditions. ##***## 

• 

During the evening Dr. J. B. Edwards gave illustrations of coins and 
antiquities by the Lime light; also of specimens of the insedl and vegetable 
world, which latter called forth much admiration and surprise. Amongst the 
curiosities furnished by* private parties, was a collection of beautiful ornaments 
in stone and ore, the property of Mr. Laggatt ; also a colleftion of Canadian 
bills, dating from the earliest issue ; likewise an ancient manuscript dictionary 
of the Irish language, and other curious old manuscripts in the same tongue, 
contributed by Mr. Ed. Murphy. Amongst the medals of the Numismatic 
Society was one commemorative of the capture of Quebec and Montreal, and 
another in commemoration of Confederation, the latter one presented to the 
Society by the Secretary of State. * * * * — Montreal WitnesSy March 
10, 1871. 
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EXTRACTS FROM " REMARKS ON A BILL REVISING THE 

LAWS RELATIVE TO THE U. S. MINT, &c.," BY FRANKLIN PEALE AND 
J. ROSS SNOWDEN. 

OFFICE OF DIRECTOR OF THE MINT SHOULD BE AT WASHINGTON. 

The incumbent should be selected from among the most enlightened, 
scientific, and moral men of the country ; such as have occupied the position 
of Director in the earlier history of the Mint, Rittenhouse, the elder Patter- 
son, and Professor R. M. Patterson ; and in England, Herschel; Graham, and 
others. * * ♦ The office should be entirely free from all partisan influ- 
ences ; the degrading effects of what has been called, very wrongly, politics, 
better named party chicanery, is too baneful in its habits and tendencies, to 
be tolerated in a matter so sacred, and requiring such purity and confidence, 
as the national money and its manufacture. This remark applies, more or 
less impressively, to every department of mint transactions and incumbencies. 

With such a Director, and such freedom from one of the greatest evils 
of the present political habits of our country, the creation of the office of 
Director, as contemplated by this bill, would be very judicious; with anything 
less, it would be only an aggravation of the evil under which we now suffer. 



DEVICES FOR COINAGE OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The representation of an eagle should be omitted on the reverse of all 
the coins, for reasons that will be stated in subsequent remarks. 

" A device emblematic of Liberty " is appropriate, and consecrated by 
our history, and by usage. 

A head in profile is the most appropriate, because it gives opportunity 
for the highest grade of artistic and classical ability to be emplo)ed for the 
composition of the device, and its execution. 

Full length figures are inappropriate. The parts are too small to permit 
of expression in the design, and do not permit of sufficient depth to " come 
up," as it is technically expressed, in striking the coin ; and they are easier 
for counterfeit imitations, and more difficult to detect when counterfeited. 

Armorial bearings or devices are to be deprecated ; they have all the 
disadvantages of the last paragraph, and are the relics of feudal, and effete 
monarchical, and semi-barbarous times, inappropriate to free and enlightened 
republican government. 

Besides the above objections to the conventional eagle (it has no proto- 
type in nature) on the reverse of several coins of gold and silver, required by 
law, there are others of grave importance ; a device on both sides, obverse 
and reverse, of a coin, compels a sacrifice of relief or strength on the obverse 
or principal side, the metal of the blank or planchet being absorbed between 
them ; whereas a simple reverse, consisting of the legend " United States of 
America, E Pluribus Unum," &c., around a wreath in low relief, with the 
denomination of the coin in plain, distinct letters is more expressive, in better 
taste, and accords with the usage of the most enlightened nations. You are 
respectfully referred, for a full description of the mode and processes of pro- 
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curing original dies, to an article published in the proceedings of the 
American Philosophical Society, February and March 16, 1855, (probably in 
the library of the Smithsonian Institution.) 

The Mint of the United States in Philadelphia is now in possession of 
improved apparatus for procuring from models, and reducing to all sizes and 
denominations, fac-similes for original dies ; and there are artists quite capable, 
under instructions in regard to exigencies which control the operation of 
striking coins, to place the United States in the front rank of all nations in 
the artistic, classical, and mechanical execution of its coinage. 

BASE METAL COINAGE A ONE-CENT PIECE OF BRONZE ONLY SHOULD BE 

AUTHORIZED. 

I am clearly and decidedly of opinion that all the heterogeneous coinage 
of cents and their multiples, made of silver, alloys of silver, copper, and 
nickel, should cease, and nothing but cents should be made of bronze of the 
usual proportions of copper and tin as the best in all respects of the known 
alloys; it is, however, probable that the time will come — it may not be far 
distant — when the progress of metallurgical skill will authorize the use of 
aluminum alloyed with copper for the purpose of minor coinage. 

Franklin Peale. 

minor coinage a one-cent piece only should be issued, composed .of 

copper and nickel — copper, eighty-eight parts ; nickel, twelve parts. 

And in this connection I beg to say, that the base coinage provided for 
in section 35, of five and three-cent pieces, will soon be found to be a positive 
nuisance, and a subject of great embarrassment and loss, especially to small 
dealers. Moreover, the intrinsic value of the copper and nickel in these 
pieces, and in the one-cent pieces also, is so largely below the nominal value 
of the coins that we will have a flood of counterfeits and imitations of them, 
and will otherwise experience great inconvenience from their introduction 
into circulation. These remarks also apply to the pieces of the character 
lately issued; and this bill, it may be said, only continues their use. But I 
think it was a great mistake to abandon the cent of 1857, and substitute one 
of greatly inferior value, and, moreover, extend the issuing of such base coins 
to five-cent and three-cent pieces. I have not time at present to enlarge upon 
this subject, but I may state that, in my judgment, the five-cent piece should 
be composed of silver, and if a three-cent piece is required, let it also be of 
silver, as heretofore authorized. The cent is the only base coin which should 
be issued, and this ought to contain the characteristics and composition of 
the cent adopted in 1857. That cent maintained its color well; it was of 
convenient size and weight, and a difficult coin to imitate or counterfeit. It 
was abandoned a few years ago because it was considered that the material 
of which it was composed— eighty-eight per cent copper and twelve per cent 
nickel — was too valuable; when at that very time it was yielding a profit to 
the Government on its issue, of tI^oxsX fifty-six per cent. Surely the Govern- 
ment can afford to put one-half cent's worth of metal into a coin which is 
issued as one cent. 

J. R. Snowden. 
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OPENING OF A BURIAL MOUND IN FLORIDA. 

The burial mounds of Florida have been noticed and described by many 
travelers. They are found all over the State, generally upon the lakes and 
rivers. Dr. Brinton, in his " Notes on the Floridian Peninsula,'* says : " The 
great feature of the burial rites was to preserve the bones of the dead, a cus- 
tom full of significance in nature-worship every where. For this purpose the 
corpses were either exposed or buried till sufficient decomposition had ensued 
to permit the flesh to be removed. Finally, at stated periods, the bones were 
collected from all quarters, deposited in some predetermined spot, and then 
covered with soil heaped into the shape of a cone." 

John Bartram describes a burial mound upon Lake George in East 
Florida, which he visited in 1766, which at that time had live-oaks three 
feet in diameter growing upon it. 

There have been various opinions respecting the age of these structures ; 
some writers attributing them to the natives who occupied Florida at its 
discovery by Europeans, and others supposing them to be the work of a 
much earlier race. 

The following account of articles taken from a burial mound oa Spruce 
Creek, a tributary of the Halifax River in East Flprida, in the winter of 
1 87 1, may be of interest in this connection : — 

1. A skeleton, the skull of which is pronounced by competent authority, 
to have belonged to a Seminole Indian. 

2. A copper plate of circular form, 5 inches in diameter, i-ioth inch 
thick, with a hole in the centre. The plate was found lying on the forehead 
of the skull, which was stained green by the contact. 

3. Copper plate i 3-4 inches in diameter, found lying over the hole in 
No. 2. 

4-5. Two thin circular plates of silver, 2 inches in diameter, with holes 
in the centre. These were found lying upon a skull of small size, apparently 
that of a child. 

6. A horse-shoe of ancient pattern, heavy, and much consumed by rust 
— nail-holes on one side — those on the other side closed by rust. 

7. A flint arrow-head. 

8. A silver coin, found resting upon the eye socket of No. i — descrip- 
tion as follows : Pistareen of Charles* and Joanna. Obverse^ a crowned shield 
bearing the arms of Spain, (a Hon and a castle.) Legend, ** Carolus et Joanna 
Reges." Reverse. Tw6 upright pillars surmounted by crowns. Legend, 
** Hispaniarum et Indiarum." " Plus ultra." Not dated. 

It was stated by parties who exhumed these relics, that another coin 
similar to the above was found, and that a bar of silver weighing a pound, 
was also found with the bones. s. c. c, 

Jamaica Plain, June 15. 

♦Afterwards Charles V., Emperor of Germany, came to the throne in 1516. Joanna was his 
mother, and was called Jone, or Joanna, the Insane. 

This coin is described by Snowden, in his " Description of Ancient and Modem Coins," p. 131. 
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INDIAN MONEY. 

" Their Merchandize are their beads, which are their money, of which 
there are two sorts, blew Beads and white Beads, the first is their Gold, the 
last their Silver, these they work out of certain shells so cunningly that 
neither ^ew nor Devil can counterfeit, they dril them and string them, and 
make many curious works with them to adorn the persons of their Sagamores, 
and principal men and young women, as Belts, Girdles, Tablets, Borders for 
their womens hair,- Bracelets, Necklaces, and links to hang in their ears. 
Prince P^VZfj^ a little before I came to England [1671] coming to Boston 
had a Coat on and Buskins set thick with these Beads in pleasant wild works 
and a broad Belt of the same, his Accoutrements were valued at Twenty 
pounds. The English Merchant giveth them ten shilling a fathom for their 
white, and as much more or near upon for their blew Beads."-T-John Josse- 
lyn's Account of Two Voyages to New England, pp. 142-3. London, 1675. 



THE KITTINNING MEDAL. 

The " Kittinning Medal " has, on the Obverse, an officer followed by 
two soldiers — the officer pointing to a soldier shooting from behind a tree, 
and an Indian prostrate before him. In the back ground, Indian houses in 
flames. Legend : ** Kittinning destroyed by Col. Armstrong, September 8, 
1756." Rev. The arms of the City of Philadelphia, Legend: "The gift 
of the Corporation of the City of Philadelphia." 

The medal, in silver, was struck by order of the City of Philadelphia, 
and presented to Col. John Armstrong, of Carlisle, Pa., for the defeat of the 
Indians, and the destruction of their town — Kittinning— on the Alleghany 
River, about twenty-five miles above Pittsburg, Pa, Each of the commis- 
sioned officers in the engagement also received a medal in silver. 

The dies for this medal were made by Edward Duffield, of Philadelphia, 
and are now deposited in the United States Mint 

The " New Haven Medal " was designed by the late Ithiel Town, of 
New Haven, assisted by the late John Allan, of New York City. 



GREEK COINAGE. 



The workmanship of the best specimens of Greek coinage is truly 
wonderful; there is a fine specimen, struck at Syracuse, upon the defeat of 
Icetas by Timoleon.* Icetas was prince of Leontium, and when Dionysius 
the Last yielded to Timoleon, and was sent to Corinth, Icetas with Cartha- 
ginian auxiliaries seized on Syracuse, but was defeated and reduced to a 
private station by Timoleon. 

The coin is of silver, with the head of Ceres upon one side ; and upon 
the other a female figure, perhaps representing Sicily or Syracuse, in a car, 
a Victory crowning her, and spoils in the exergue. Its workmanship is 
beautiful. 

♦ 340 years before the Christian Era. 

VOL. VI, \ 
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CONTINENTAL PAPER MONEY. 

From *' Historical Sketches of American Paper Currency/' by Henry Phillii», Jr., i86d. 

The bills cf credit issued by the continental congress during the revo- 
lution, are doubtless familiar to most persons into whose hands the present 
history will fall, yet a short description of their most prominent features and 
devices may not prove inappropriate. 

The notes were probably specimens of the stage of perfection to which 
the art of engraving had attained at that time in America. One, at least, of 
the copper-plates from which they were printed, remains in existence,* and is 
that of the issue which bears date September 26, 1778; it is evidently an 
altered plate, having originally borne the words, " April 1 1," in lieu of " Sep- 
tember 26," and " Yorktown," instead of " Phibdelphia," under which form it 
now survives. The bills range in value from one-sixth of a dollar to eighty 
dollars, are of three varieties as to size, two as to color, and twenty as to 
devices. 

In relation to the size. 

The first variety comprises all the notes of the issues of May, 1775 
(except that of $20), and of all the subsequent issues, except the fractional 
parts of a dollar bearing date February, 1776. They will average in length 
about three and seven-tenths inches, and in width two and eight-tenths inches. 

The second variety is that of the fractional parts of a dollar, of the issue 
of February, 1776; these measure about thfee and seven-tenths inches from 
top to bottom, and two and five-tenths inches from side to side. 

The third variety is embraced in a single specimen, viz.: the twenty 
dollar note of May, 1775. It is five and one-twentieth inches long, and two 
and four-tenths broad. The note is a very peculiar one, being entirely differ- 
ent from all the rest of the issues of the continental congress. How this 
happened, or the reason for so strange a deviation, is not, and perhaps can 
never be known. 

The next chief subdivision is as to the color of the notes. All are 
printed in black ink alone, except the twenty dollar note, of May, 1775, and 
the whole of the issue bearing date January, 1779. 

The twenty dollar bill spoken of, has the left edge marbled ; all the rest 
of the note being printed in black. 

The issue of 1779 have on the left side of the note, a broad line in red 
ink, so that the reading on that side of the note is printed in two colors. On 
the device is a stamp of red ink, sometimes a rectangle and sometimes a 
parallelogram. 

All the issues before, and including that of February, 1777, bear the 
words, " United Colonies ;''^ on the issues of May, 1777, and all subsequent, 
are found the words " United States^ 

The paper is thick and heavy, and particles of isinglass are found in it, 
which were usually added in the manufacture, to give it strength. They 
also appear in the notes dated 1777, issued by Pennsylvania, for which the 
paper was doubtless made at the sanie mills. 

* We have seen this plate. It is in the possession of a Philadelphian, known as a Collector and ab 
an Antiquarian, and who is the incumbent of the highest position in the Numismatic and Antiquarian 
Society of that dty.— [J. J. Micklet.] 
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The third grand subdivision embraces the devices on the notes : these, 
as to the obverse, are of twenty different natures. 

th h h i'^r Obverse: A dial with the sun shining: inscription, "Fugio." In the exergue, 
" Mind your business." Rtuerse: Thirteen circles, each bearing the name of a State inscribed 
within it, interlaced, forming an endless chain ; within which is a smaller circle, surrounded 
by rays, with the words " American Congress," " we are one." 

These bills are, with the exception of the forty dollar notes, the only ones bearing English 
mottoes. 

1 1. — A weight pressing down an acanthus ; inscription, " depressa resurgit" 

|2.— A hand with a thresher's flail \ ** TribukUio ditcU:' 

$3. — An eagle and a crane in close combat ; the eagle has seized the crane, but the bill of the 
latter has pierced the throat of the former ; " Exitus in dubio est*^ 

$4. — A wild boar rushing on an outstretched spear ; " Aui mors^ aut vita decora?^ 

J5. — A bleeding hand grasping a thorn bush ; " Sustine vel abstineP * 

$5. — A beaver gnawing at the foot of a tree ; " Ferseverando,*^ 

J7. — A stormy sea, with clouds, rain, &c. ; " Serenabity 

$8. — A harp of thirteen strings ; " Majora minaribus consonant^'* 

$20. — Some bear the device of the seven dollar note, viz. : the " Serenabit^ &:c., others a sea 
violently a|;itated, &c, with the motto " Vi condtaU,^^ This device occurs also on the reverse 
of some of the thirty dollar notes. The twenty note of May, i775,<x>itbines the two, bear- 
ing one on the obverse and one on the reverse. 

J30. — Wreath on an altar " Si Reftefaciesy Reverse, two circles ; one representing the sea in 
a storm violently agitated, &c., like the obverse^ of the twenty dollar note ; the other a calm 
sea with ships sailing, the- winds gently blowing'; motto, " cessante ventOy conquiescemus,'* 

* I35. — A plough in a field, trees, landscape, in the background with clouds ; motto, " Himc 

Opes:' 

$40. — A blazing altar surrounded by 13 stars in ra3rs ; above, the all-seeing eye ; motto, ^ Con- 
federatiany 

* ^45. — Bee hives standing on a shelf within an open shed ; motto, ^^ Sicfloreat respublicaJ' 
$50. — An unfinished pyramid of 13 layers ; motto, " Perennisy 

* $55 — A landscape with a storm breaking off and sun's rays piercing the clouds ; motto, " P&st 

nubila phoibus" 

$60. — ^The world represented as a globe revolving in the ather ; motto, " Deus regnat, exuUei 
tcrra^ 

* $65. — A hand balancing a pair of scales ; motto, " Fiat justitiay 

* $70. — A tree ; In circle around is the inscription, " Vim procellarum quadrennium sustinuit^ 

*$8o. — ^A tree ; In circle around is the inscription, " Et in secula seculorum florescebit,^^ 

The reverses of the notes most usually bear as their devices various leaves ; some, however, 
have other emblems, such as a bow and arrows, &c. 



MEMORIAL COINS. 

It will be recollected that at the time of the burning of the Winthrop 
House and Masonic Hall the Freemasons lost many of their gold and silver 
jewels. In looking over the ruins a considerable amount of silver was found, 
the jewels having been melted and run together. The silver was sent to the 
United States Mint and a number of half dollar pieces coined from it, which 
have been sold to the members of the different Lodges, Encampments, &c., 
for % I each. These, we are informed, are the only fifty cent pieces coined 
this year. — Boston Journal of September 23, 1864. 

* These denominations are peculiar to the issue dated 14th Januaryi 1779. 
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APPEARANCES DECEITFUL. 

At a table (fhote one of the company was showing a very rare gold coin, 
which was passed round the table on a plate, and gave rise to many supposi- 
tions as to its age, country, value, &c. The conversation then gradually 
branched off to other subjects, till the coin was forgotten, and on the owner 
asking for it, to the surprise of all it was not to be found. A gentleman 
sitting at the foot of the table was observed to be in much agitation, and as 
his embarrassment seemed to increase with the continuance of the search, the 
company were about to propose a very disagreeable measure, when suddenly a 
waiter entered the room, saying, " Here is the coin ; the cook has just found 
it in one of his finger glasses." The relief to all was matiifest ; and now the 
suspedled stranger for the first time spoke as follows : — " Gentlemen, none of 
you can rejoice more than myself at the recovery of the coin ; for pi<5lure to 
yourself my painful situation ; by a singular coincidence, I have a duplicate 
of the same coin in my purse I (here showing it to the company.) The idea 
that, on the personal search which would probably be proposed, I would be 
taken for the purloiner of the coin, added to the fa6l that I am a stranger 
here, with no one to vouch for my integrity, had almost driven me distradled. 
The honesty of the cook, and a lucky accident has saved my honor." The 
friendly congratulations of the company soon effaced the remembrance of 
their unjust suspicions. 



REDEMPTION OF COINS. 

The circular of the Secretary of the Treasury, in relation to the redemp- 
tion of copper and other token coins, has been amended so as to provide that 
each denomination and kind of copper, nickel or bronze coins, forwarded to 
the Mint at Philadelphia for redemption, must be assorted before shipment 
by the party sending them. There are three kinds of one-cent pieces, viz. : 
copper cents issued prior to 1857; nickel-copper cents issued froln 1857 to 
1864, and bronze cents issued from 1864 to 1871. These, as well as the 
bronze two-cent pieces and the copper-nickel three and five-cent pieces, must 
be put up separately, and forwarded in packages in the aggregate of $20, or 
a multiple thereof, which packages must also be accompanied by a schedule 
of each kind of coin, and the name and Post-office address of the party 
sending the package. The expenses of transporting these coins, which must 
always be in sums of $20 and upward, must be paid by the parties sending 
them to the place of redemption. The parties must advise the Director of 
the Mint, by mail, of the amount and kind of coin forwarded, and upon what 
Assistant-Treasurer the check shall be drawn in payment thereof. 



GOLD FLORIN OF EDWARD III. 

It is not known to numismatists that more than two specimens of the 
gold florin of Edward III. are in existence. Of these, one is in the British 
Museum ; the other was purchased at a sale in London some time since for 
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WEIGHT OF HANNAH (HULL) SEWALL. 

LossiNG, in his " Field Book of the Revolution/' Vol. I, p, 449, note i, 
says that the mint-master who coined the " pine-tree shillings," made a large 
fortune by it ; and that when his only daughter, ** a plump girl of eighteen," 
was married to Mr. Sewall, and " the wedding ceremony was ended, a large 
pair of scales was brought out and suspended. In one disk the blushing 
bride was placed, and * pine-tree shillings,' as the coin was called, were poured 
into the other until there was an equipoise. The money was then handed 
to Mr. Sewall, 'as his wife's dowry, amounting to one hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars." 

How much did Mrs. Sewall weigh ? One hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, in silver, would weigh not far from ten thousand pounds Troy. Were 
tfiere giants in those days ? d. w. p. 

West Winstead, Ct, May 18. 

[The two stories, that Judge Sewall received ;^ 30,000 as the dowry of 
his wife, and that he received her weight in " pine-tree " silver, (which stories, 
of course, are inconsistent,) are both current in books. It would be inter- 
esting to know on whose authority they rest] — Historical Magazine. 



PIECES OF GEORGE III. 

The "Northumberland Shilling," of George III., 1763, of which only 
;^ioo were struck, has the King's bust in profile to the right, hair long, lau- 
reate, in armor, with a slight drapery fastened on the shoulder by a brooch : 
GEORGivs III, DEI GRATIA. Rcv. in type and legend, exadlly like the shillings 
of his grandfather; these pieces are dated 1763, and are rare, as might be 
expedled from the small sum originally issued.* 

Crowns of George III., 1803 and '4. " To supply a deficiency in the 
currency of 1803, t^^ extraordinary expedient was resorted to of issuing 
Spanish dollars stampt with the head of George III. by a mark similar to 
that used by the Goldsmith's Hall in stamping silver plate. In 1804 this 
stamp was changed for an octagon one of somewhat larger diniensions, 
engraved with the King's head like that of the silver penny; and, in the 
course of the same year an arrangement was made with Mr. Boulton to stamp 
the dollars, by the means of the powerful Soho machinery, with a device to 
cover the whole face of the piece." t 



BULLION. 

The largest silver button ever produced in the silver districts of the 
United States, was from the Brown Silver Mining Company, Georgetown, 
California, It weighed 1,141 pounds Troy. This button was cupelled from 
thirty-three tons of ore from Brown & Company's mine. The ore averages 
I545.50 currency, per ton. A smaller button, weighing 400 pounds, was 
proiduced by the same company. 

•See Rnding, Sup. 3, Plate III, a. t Hawkins, p. 345. 
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CATALOGUE ERRORS. 

On looking over a catalogue of a late sale, (April 3-5, 187 1,) at New 
York, we found several mis-statements, which are corrected by the reference 
below ; these extracts are from a well known authority. 

No. 544. " Coins of Great Britain. — Ancient Brass Coin. Obv., a rude 
representation of a head to the left Rev., a rude figure of a horse. The 
meaning of these symbols has fiever been ascertained ; rare and f." 

# # # # # li 'pj^^^ jj^g coins commonly called British have a Greek origin 
is beyond all doubt ; that they were struck in this island is also certain, 
because they are frequently discovered here, and not in any other country ; 
and there is not any period of its history when such coins could have been 
introduced after the arrival of the Romans. The cause appears probably to 
have been, that, either from commercial visits of the Phoenicians, or through 
the communications which must have taken place between Britain and Gaul, 
Grecian Coins became known in this island ; and were coarsely imitated by 
native artists. These were executed with various degrees of want of skill, 
till the intercourse with the Romans improved the workmanship ; and as 
this becomes apparent upon the coins, Roman letters are found introduced." 
" Bust ; to the left, laureate, profusion of hair, &c. Rev. A horse ; &c."* 

No. 553. " Ethelred II. 979. — Penny; this is the only instance in which 
Greek characters appear on Coins of the Anglo-Saxon Monarchs^ 

"iEthelred, [I.] 840 to 848. » » * * * One of his moneyers, Leofdegn, 
aims at something more, introducing the letters [Alpha] or [Omega] with 
various little ornamental forms and arrangements, into his types, &c.T 

Eadweard II. or the Martyr, 975 to 978. * * * * » One coin in Mr. 
CufTs collection resembles that of his half brother and successor, a hand from 
heaven between [Alpha] and [Omega.] Ruding, C. 20, where the reverse 
is placed upside down. % 

To all collectors of English Coins we would recommend the work of 
Mr. Hawkins; it contains the figures of 553 coins, but a very few of which 
are to be found in the three volumes of Ruding's work. 



FIRST THINGS IN NUMISMATICS. 

Agnolo Poliziano, or better known as Angelus Politianus, was the first 
writer who adduced Coins as vouchers of ancient orthography and customs. 
In his " Miscellanea," written about 1490, he cites different coins of the 
Medicean Collection. 

The first collection of Coins of which we have knowledge was made by 
Petrarca, who presented to the Emperor Charles IV., (i 347-1 378,) a collection 
of gold and silver coins. 

The first work on Medals and Coins was published by Enea Vice, 4to. 
Parma, 1548 ; a Second Edition was printed at Vinegia, 1558. 

Dates Were first placed on English Coins during the reign of Edward 

VI; 1547- 

* Hawkins's '^ Silver Coins of England," pp. 9-10. London, pp. 308, 1841. t Ibid* P- 43. % Ibid, p. (A, 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

Editors of the American journal of Numismatics : 

Gentlemen, — Please announce in your next number, on behalf of the 
American Numismatic and Archaeological Society, that it is desirable for 
parties wishing to complete their sets of the first four volumes, to make early 
application to the undersigned, as some of the numbers are becoming very 
scarce and will soon be out of print. No. 2 of Vol. 2d is already so, and 
cannot be furnished. Of Nos. i, 3, and 5, (same volume,) not over twenty 
copies each are available for completing sets. A limited number of volumes 
I, 3, and 4, complete, can be had, either singly or as a partial set, at the 
original price of three dollars per volume, and will be forwarded by express 
on receipt of price. Of the complete series of four volumes only about 
twenty-five sets remain for disposal, and it is not the intention of the Society 
to break these sets to accommodate any one. For the present the price will 
be at the old rate, but will doubtless shortly be raised. The price of single 
numbers is at present thirty cents, except the photographic numbers, (Nos. 7 
and 12 of Vol. 3d, and No. 4 of Vol. 4th,) which are fifty cents each, and 
only a few will be furnished. A few duplicates of No. 2 of Vol. 2d will be 
received in exchange, if in good condition, for any one of the photographic 
numbers. Very truly yours, 

Isaac F. Wood, Librarian Am. Num. & Arch. Soc. 
Address 177 Second Avenue^ New York. 



FRACTIONAL CURRENCY. 

Those of our friends who desire to obtain complete sets of the varieties 
and denominations of this currency, as originally issued by the Treasury 
Department, can do so by remitting eight dollars and sixty-five cents to the 
" Currency Bureau, Treasury Department, Washington, D. C." A full set 
consists of thirty-two pieces. 



NOTES. 

Mr. Edward Cogan, 95 William Street, New York, has published a list of Gold, Silver and Copper 
coins, of those dates which have not been issued by the United States mint This list will save Collec- 
tors much time, which many have lost, in searching for coins that have never been struck. Price, 
twenty cents. 

The total amount of gold, silver and copper, coined in the United States up to April, is one billion 
one hundred and twenty-six million fifty-eight thousand nine hundred and eighty-seven dollars and 
thirty-seven cents. 

Blondeau (from Paris), who struck a pattern half-crown for the British Parliament, in 1649, was 
the first to place an inscription on the edge of an English coin. 

HIEROGLYPHIC PUZZLK 

The face side of a federal cent Gay flowers by poets not unsung ; 

Shows several things most qucerly blent ; — A fruit the Arabs highly praise, 

An awkward; cowenng little oeast, The place where grows our common maize 

A sacred haunt of ancient priest ; And boy who 'neath a scourfi;e is seen — 

A pronoun of our English tongue, Pray> tell us what these symbols mean ! 
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EDITORIAL. 

We have received from the author a very elegant pamphlet entitled " Medals Commemorative of 
the Visit of H. R. H. the Prince of Wales, to Montreal in i860, by Alfred Sandham." It was printed 
at Montreal for private circulation, and contains an account of seven medals struck in honor of the 
Prince, with exa6l representations of them by photographs, which were made by W. Notman. Mr. 
Sandham gives some interesting fa6ls in a preface concerning them, and adds, moreover, a valuable his- 
torical review. Mr. Sandham is so well known to American scholars, that anything from his pen is sure 
to have readers. 

We have received the first two numbers of the " American Coin and Stamp Review^^ published 
at Allentown, Pa. Each number contains four pages, small 8vo. It is mostly devoted to the Postage 
Stamp interest. 

^^ Mason^s Coin and Stamp Colle6lot'*s Magazine^ The number for June, 1 871, is unfortunately 
closely cut, rendering it unsuitable for uniformity in binding. It contains the usual information in rela- 
tion to postage stamps, an account of the new issue of Japanese coins, &c. &c. Monthly, $1.50 per 
annum, in advance. Mason & Co., 139 North Ninth Street, Philadelphia. 

" The Kuriositi Kabinety'' for June, 1871, (No. 10), published by Wm. P. Brown, 53 Nassau Street, 
New York, is at hand. It is a large 8vo. of four pages, printed on tinted paper ; this number has one 
page printed in phonetic type, one gives a list of stamps, another coin catalogues, and the last, sale prices 
of coins, &c. 

" The American Antiquarian^^ published by C. De F. Burns, 127 Mercer Street, New York, 
quarterly, 8vo., 24 pp. each, is to be continued another year. The present number completes the first 
volume, which can be had for one dollar. The price of the coming volume will be two dollars, and to 
those interested in Autographs it is a desirable publication. 

The Vermont Coinage. — By the Rev. Edmund F. Slafter, A. M. Reprinted from the First Volume of 
the Colleflions of the Vermont Historical Society. Fifty copies only printed. Montpelier, Vt^ 
1870, pp. 30. Illustrated with wood cuts of the Vermont Cents. 

The above work was quite fully noticed in the October number of the Journal (pp. 41 and 42) for 
1870. In its present form it is a very desirable addition to our Numismatic publications. Mr. Slafter 
has paid great attention to the subject and has made a most thorough investigation of all the various 
authorities treating of this coinage, and exposes the absurdity of placing certain coins upon the list of 
Vermont cents. We wish that all the various State issues could be treated as fully and as satis&^lo- 
rily as this one has been. 

A VERY large Sale of Medals and Coins is announced by C. G. Thieme, in Leipzig, Germany, on 
the 4th of September next. The Catalogue contains nearly 5,006 lots. 



CURRENCY. 

A COIN from nature's mint — Penny- Royal. 

The origin of our species — The Philadelphia mint 

Is a woman of fifty, offering to vote, a Xt^-tendert 

Beware of—" That conjVer which conveys away your gold. 

And gives you paper in its stead to hold." 

Giving currency to a report— using " stamps " for gun-wadding. 

" Numismatology, a study equally fascinating and instructive."— ^i>ax^. 

Hush money — ^money that comes to some people from an illicit " still." 

Crowns of Charles II., 1662, with the date on the edge of the coin, arc rare. 

Alexander Hamilton, Secretary of the Treasury in 1791, first proposed the coinage of a gold 
piece of the value of a dollar. 

" Objects of little value in themselves, may be of great importance in the hands of those who 
know how to use them," — J^ffery, 

Sixty-five tons of silver coin were shipped to Europe recently, in a single steamer from New 
York. Their value was about $2,000,000. 
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T. E. Bond, Edwin A. Hall : Cambridge, Mass., C. B. Moore : Woburn, Mass., 
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PRINTED PRICE LISTS. 

THE New England Numismatic and Archaeological Society intends to 
publish, from time to time, printed price lists of all the important coin 
sales that take place in the United States. These lists will be printed in a 
stvle uniform with the catalogue to which they belong, and must prove a 
valuable addition to the book. Should the list of prices not fill an even 
number of pages, the remainder will be filled with interesting numismatic 
information. 

Prices. — For a catalogue of four pages, 25 cents ; for a catalogue of 
eight pages, 50 cents. 

These Lists may be obtained of Edward Cogan, No. 95 William Street, 
New York; Mason & Co., 139 North Ninth Street, Philadelphia; Henry 
Cook, 74 Friend Street, Boston ; and of Charles Chaplin, Librarian of the 
New England Numismatic and Archaeological Society, 14 Spring Street, 
Boston. 
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NOTICE. 

The American Numismatic and Arch^ological Society of New 
Y)rk offers for sale four copies of Mr. Hickcox s work on the ** History of 
Bills of Credit, or New York Paper Currency, issued from 1709 to 1789." 
Only 250 copies were printed, and the book is now very scarce. The above 
copies are uncut, and the proceeds will go towards the Library Fund of the 
Society. 

Price five dollars, ($5.00) per copy. 

Application may be made to 

ISAAC F. WOOD, Librarian, 

177 Second Avenue^ New York. 



TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS. 

In continuing the Journal iox another year, the editors look to the old 
subscribers for continued and increased support. In fadl, without this aid, it 
will be impossible to keep up the publication. They themselves pay the 
annual subscription of two dollars, and are in all respefb on the same footing 
with the other subscribers, — with this exception, that in case of any deficiency 
of funds, they alone are to make up the loss. They hope to receive contri- 
butions from all persons interested in Numismatic science. Payment must 
be made promptly in advance. 

18@z.All communications to be addressed to Jeremiah Colburn, 18 
Somerset Street, Boston, Mass. 
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A DESCRIPTION OF FOUR SYRIAN COINS SHOWN TO THE 

BOSTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 
[From the Collection of Henry Dearborn Fowle.] 

I SELECTED the fouf out of many, as very good illustrations of what 
I esteem to be the most important use of Numismatics, — a guide to historical 
studies and a testimony to historic truth. Indeed, coins may be regarded as 
authoritative and almost infallible witnesses or vouchers, if genuine, 
rather than as bearing testimony of the same nature with that offered by 
many other monuments, for they bear truth on their face, and their legends 
are competent, if not always credible evidence. 

In a word, it seems to me that of all classes of historical monuments, 
the most explicit, widely spread, accurate, curious and portable information 
may be gleaned from, and found in, coins. This fact is well illustrated by 
the recurring references had by careful historians and editors to such works 
as Eckhers Doctrina Numorum Veterum, 

The earliest of these pieces is probably of Antiochus III. (the Great,) 
of Syria, who reigned thirty-six years, from B. C. 223 to 187. The coins of 
this king, with the exception of those struck during the early years of his 
reign, are said to be readily distinguishable by the singular features impressed 
upon them, especially the long nose (firotracttor nasus, Eckhel calls it). The 
head is encircled by the Syrian diadem. The reverse has an image of Jupiter 
seated, holding in his right hand a statuette of Victory and in the left a spear. 
The inscription is bjsiaesis \ j4NTioxor\ EnnpjNor^. The mint mark or 
date is aaa 

The title Epiphanes, was first assumed, says Eckhel, by his son 
Antiochus, though the title was adopted earlier by the Ptolemies, and 
used by kings not known as Epiphanes commonly. While I am writing I 
think it possible that the piece may be an early coin of Antiochus IV. 
retaining the obverse of the same die of the preceding reign. This by the 
old method of coining, (the obverse, for instance, engraven on an anvil and 
the. reverse on a punch,) might easily be true. But on the whole, as the 
workmanship on the reverse is rude and unlike the undoubted coin of 
Antiochus IV. we have here, I am inclined to the opinion that it is to be 

VOL. VI 4 
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added to Eckhers catalogue of types of the coins of Antiochus the Great, 
whose actions are so fully related in the prophecies given in Dan. xi. 10-19. 

The second coin is the most interesting, for it is of Antiochus Epiphanes, 
whose career is so fully chronicled in Maccabees, and foretold in the book of 
Daniel. In RoUin s History of Alexanders Successors, the life of this king 
is fully collated with the prophecies I have mentioned. The second persecu- 
tion of the Jews by Antiochus occurred in 167 B. C, when, according to 
RoUin, the Samaritans offered a petition to the king in which they declared 1 
themselves not to be Jews, and to be anxious to dedicate their temple on 
Mount Gerizim, which till then had not been dedicated to any deity in 
particular, to the Grecian Jupiter. In a note, the reason for this expression 
is given that the Jews never uttered the word Jehovah. This petition, says 
Josephus, (Ant, lib. xii, c. 5,) was addressed to Antiochus Epiphanes oeoi. 
So also, says Eckhel, with I believe the same reference. This title geos as 
the incarnation of Jupiter was borne by Antiochus in the eighth year of his 
reign, which began 1 75 B. C. 

I would like to quote here one verse from Daniel viii, 11, " Yea, he mag- 
nified himself even to the prince of the host, and by him the daily sacrifice 
was taken away, and the place of his sanctuary was cast down." 

This prophecy had more immediate reference to the first persecution in 
170, but in Dan. xi, 28-30, are contained the words, "he shall return and 
have indignation,*' &c., which came to pass in 167, when Antiochus exas- 
perated by the action of Popilius, a Roman ambassador, turned his rage upon 
the Jews and persecuted them a second time, when the title oeo^: was 
certainly used. At this time, too, an ordinance was published, by which all 
the Jews were commanded, under pain of death, to change their religion, and 
officers were sent to pollute the temple, and abolish the worship of the Most 
High. *' They accordingly dedicated this temple to Jupiter Olympius, and 
placed his statue in it." 

In 165 or 166 B. C. occurred the famous games at Daphne near Antioch, 
in which the king acted the part described by Dan. xi, 21. We are informed 
by Ammianus Marcellinus, lib. xxii, § xiii, treating of the year of our Lord 
362, during the reign of Julian, as follows : " Eodem tempore, diexi. Kalend. 
Novembrium, amplissimum Daphnai Apollinis fanum, quod Epiphanes 
Antiochus rex ille condidit iracundus et saevus, et simulacrum ib.eo Olympiaci 
Jovis imitamenti aequiparans magnitudinem, subita vi flammari^m exustum 
est.'* See Eckhel for this reference. \ 

The death of Antiochus was during the year 164 as given in\ Maccab. 
and attested by Polybius. Rollin cites from 2 Maccabees, ix, 12, as^he last 
words of Antiochus eEO£ " It is meet to be subject to God ; and m^n who 
is mortal should not think of himself as if he were a god." We must '^allow 
here that the sudden death of Antiochus was attributed by some, not Jews, 
to a divine judgment for the desecration of the temple at Elymais. (Se^ the 
reference to Polybius in Rollin.) The coin before us has on the obversct the 
head of the king encircled by a diadem. Reverse, Jupiter, or Antiochiis in 
this guise, seated, holding a statue of Victory in the right hand, and in\the 
left a spear. Inscription : bj^iaesis \ antioxoy \ esor \ Enj0ANor2:. , In 
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the exergue is a monogram, probably the date of the piece. Without a 
more careful study, I can only conjecture that it is a combination of the 
letters a and a signifying ArKJBANTOs /iKiC'iTor^ viz. 165 B. C. 

The title of deity is of course the most interesting object of investigation 
in regarding this coin, for never before the coinage of this prince do we find 
the assumption of this character or manifestation of a Supreme Being or 
Jupiter. 

The word eEor is undoubtedly to be rendered as a noun substantive; 
neither is the additional ascription fmi^panoys to be considered as qualifying 
this. The ascription EnwJMis may have been given to this Antiochus 
first among Syrian kings, though our explanation of the former tetradrachm 
would militate against this. But the title had been already used by the 
Ptolemies in Egypt, and in considering its meaning at the time, more than a 
century and a half before our typical Epiphanes, we find that it is best trans- 
lated illustrious — as Eckhel says, illustris aut nobilis. The Roman emperors 
copied this and the superlative 6nt(pu9eaiuiog by illustris and illustrissimus upon 
their coinage. This title, too, was assumed on earlier coins of Antiochus 
than those claiming deification during life, if we may judge by the order in 
Eckhels catalogue. 

I speak of a deification during life, or rather a self-deification, for the 
ascription of divinity as of a hero or demigod occurs not unfrequently after 
the time of Alexander, and is found upon the coins of Ptolemy Philadc^lphus, 
struck with *' geiin,'* in honor of his deified parents Soter and Berenice. 
So Ptolemy III. inscribes '' eEsiN J/iejorn'* on pieces dedicated to the 
memory of Philadelphus and his sister-wife Arsinoe. 

Antiochus II. is usually known in history as Antiochus Theos, which 
name Eckhel says was given him by the Milesians after he had driven away 
their ruler Timarchus ; with a reference to Appian s History of Syria. It is 
also stated that Eusebius, with his translator Jerome, calls him Deus. So 
says Rollin, adding that the Lemnians had already bestowed the same title 
on his father and grandfather, and erected temples to their honor ; also, the 
people of Smyrna to his mother Stratonice. (Athenaeus.) 

However consistent with the ideas of the time were such honors, they 
were never assumed by kings during life and set forth in terms upon their 
own coinage, before the distinct claim to deification was made by Antiochus 
Epiphanes, exhibited on the tetradrachm before us, who, in Eckhels words, 
*• was translated, while living, to Olympus." There are certain coins, it is 
true, attributed to Antiochus II. Theos by Pellerin, bearing a star over the 
head ; this probably is a symbol of apotheosis, as is found on the later Roman 
coins of Julius Divus — some such pieces bearing the legend '' consecratio'' 
However, these coins, in the opinion of Eckhel, maybe referred to Antiochus 
IV, The early coins of Antiochus adopt the diadem, which early appears 
on the coins of the OEtans of Thessaly — the ''caput radiatum " of Hercules. 
The divine diadem was assumed by Ptolemy Soter and his successors in 
Egypt, and by the kings of Parthia before the time of Antiochus. Among 
the Romans, Eckhel says Nero first adopted the diadem, though the head of 
Augustus on coins was so adorned after his death. The second class of coins 
of this Antiochus has the title eiii^anhi:^ of which I have already spoken. 
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The third class appears with the title •* eeoY." Others now appear with 
^^^NTJOXOY NiKHn»OPor," with a statue of Antiochus as Zeus. 

In connection with these instances of the self-styled personification of 
Zeus by Antiochus, we may regard with interest the origin of the name 
Maccabeus, according to some antiquaries, cited in Hearne s Collection of 
Curious Discourses, namely, M. C. B. I ; — the initials of the Hebrew words 
of Exodus XV, 15, Quis stent in Deorum Jehova ? serving as a foundation for 
a name. 

The third coin is a tetradrachm of Demetrius Soter, son of Seleucus IV. 
of Syria, and nephew of Antiochus Epiphanes. Demetrius copied from 
Antiochus the name beoz, I believe, although the word is not used in this 
instance. The coin has on its obverse the head of the king wearing the Syrian 
diadem, and on the reverse a female figure, perhaps Plenty, seated, holding in 
her right hand a bacillus and in her left a cornucopia. The inscription is 
'''BJ2:iAEni: \^imHTPior\ ssiTUPOS*' ^LTid the date in the exergue z p. 
The name Soter was given by the Babylonians to this prince after he had 
slain Timarchus, who ill administered affairs, if my reference is correct. 

The fourth coin is of Alexander I. who was styled Theopator, Euergetes, 
Epiphanes and Nicephoros, and who is better known perhaps by his title, 
Bala. This Bala slew and succeeded Demetrius, who had before slain a son 
of Antiochus Epiphanes, whose brother Bala claimed to be. Chapter x of 
the book of Maccabees recognizes Bala as Epiphanes. The description of 
the tetradrachm is. Obverse, Head with diadem, to left. Reverse, Jupiter 
seated, holding in his right hand a statue of Victory; in the left, a spear. 
Inscription: bj^iaejis \ JAEZJNJPor \ eEoriATOPOS \ EXEPrETor. Mint 
mark obliterated. The reference to Antiochus as beds would seem to 
indicate that the title was not of custom assumed by Syrian or other 
kings. 

Many examples of the practical value of coins towards an intimate 
knowledge of history, though of a different nature from the instances given, 
maybe found in reference to their service as chroniclers of events, determining 
dates. The funeral urns containing the ashes of the burnt bodies of the 
Romans almost always contain the date of cremation in some pieces of money; 
as the smaller pieces, not struck by the authority of the Senate, had scarcely 
any currency after the death of the emperor whose impress they bear. We 
read in Walker's History, illustrated by medals, that " the first act of power 
generally was to recoin the money of the former emperor." This fact by the 
way may explain the beautiful preservation of what remain of the Roman 
smaller brass. 

From these coins, obtained from urns and those deposited under the 
corner stone of edifices, a close approximation may be made to the period of 
Roman metropolitan rule in Britain and to the advances of the Saxons. The 
coins of Carausius and Allectus with a galley stamped upon them, and the 
singular rose nobles of Edward HI. have been appealed to by some writer for 
Great Britain to testify to the dominion of the sea so long claimed by her. 
I shall not attempt to instance the value of our study in other respects, as of 
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interest to the lover of the fine arts, whether sculpture, engraving or archi- 
tecture. With regard to the latter we have the work of Professor Donaldson, 
" Architectura Numismatica," and as an instance for the former classes we 
need refer to no books, but to the Greek coins themselves. So there is a 
manifest interest in this subject for the philologist and the student in ancient 
inscriptions, in mythology and classical antiquities. There is much of 
interest to the student of Church history in the legends of the Virgin and 
saints and the novus temporis reparatio of Diocletian. 

William Eliot Lamb, 

Corresponding Member. 
To the Boston Numismatic Society. 



THE GHOST OF CONTINENTAL MONEY. 



Though Tm dead and forgotten, 

Though my carcase is rotten, 
And my honor is sleeping in dust, 

Yet my visage, so hoary, 

Now nses before you, 
To warn you, my friend, of the worst. 

I advise you to lie 

Where you are, and to die — 
Oh ! — ne'er to remove any farther ; 

Should you come from the womb, 

You would wish it a tomb, 
You'd curse both the midwife and mother. 

Why need I relate 

That series of fate 
Which plunged me in woe and disaster — 

How I first was respected, 

And then was rejected, 
And at last dwindled down to a plaster. 

The States, they united, 

Their honor they plighted. 
But all was a whim and a sham ; 

But before my escape, sir, 

Not all I could scrape, sir. 
Would buy the poor soldier a dram. 

I have lived, to be sure, 

A while to secure. 
The rights of a much injured nation ; 

But I got all my, living, 

By a course of deceivmg, 
That has sunk me in utter damnation. 

Tm dead and departed — 

But quickly I started 
To hear of your sudden conception ; 

Old Tenor and I, 

Did sit down and cry. 
When we thought of your future deception. 

Enough we have done. 
Without you, my son. 
To turn the whole State topsy-turvy I 



Let our troubles then teach you, 
We humbly beseech you. 
To fly from a treatment so scurvy. 

But your mother will say. 

She will dress you up gay. 
With garments all wrought from her spinning. 

You had better, I vags, 

Live still in your rags. 
In fragments of cotton and linen. 

For your mother is weak, 

She's lame and she's sick, 
And quite in a helpless condition. 

Not able, I've said it, 

To keep up your credit, 
Or save your poor soul from perdition. 

She will try, but in vain. 

Your faith to maintain. 
By a tender on suits and contentions, 

But no one will sue. 

What then will you do ? 
You will surely make feuds and dissensions. 

How will you contrive, 

My fate to survive ? 
Your emblems are not worth a farthing ; 

The merchant will spite you, 

The lawyer will slight you. 
And priests will not care for your starving. 

There's a foe in disguise. 

That will pick out your eyes. 
And all your fine garments bespatter. 

He is hard — you are soft — 

Such struggles too oft. 
Turn out to the loss of the latter. 

You may strive and may tease. 

But never will please — 
You never will suit and content all ; 

So stay where you are, 

Or alas ! you will share. 
The future of old Continental, 

McCarthy's Songs, 
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MEDALS OF LAFAYETTE. 

The following Medal was omitted in the list given by Mr. Appieton, 
(p. 4, Vol. 6.) 

XXIX. Heads of Washington, kosciusko, lafayette. Around the 
three heads the legend, "to the hero's of liberty the friends of the 
people's independence." " rogat." Rev. Three wreathes of leaves tied with 
ribbons with the following legends beneath them respectively. " George 
Washington, Born the 22d Feb'y, 1732, at Bridge-Creek, Died the 14th De- 
cember, 1799, at Mount Vernon." ** Thadeus Kosciusko, Born the 12th 
Feb'y, 1746, at Merazowszezyzna, Died the i6th Oct. 1847, at Soleure." 
" Lafayette M. J. P. R. Y. Gilbert DuMottier, Born the 6th September, 1757, 
at Chaviniac, Died the 20th May, 1834, in Paris." Exergue. "Cerde Brit- 
annique. Rue Neuve St. Augustin, No. 55 A Paris." Bronze, size 33. 

XXX. Mr. J. S. Randall has one with same obverse as 25, 6, and 7, 
with the following Reverse: plank planed and matched by w. p. haskins 
435 RIVER street, troy, n. y. also ground nova SCOTIA plaster for 
SALE, 1834. Copper, size 18. 

HALF DOLLARS OF 1801-2-3 and 5. 

Editors of journal, 

.^ Gentlemen, — I see by the Transactions of the Boston Numismatic Society, 
as published in the Journal, that the meeting of April 13 last was principally 
devoted to an exhibition of United States Coin of 1803, 4, and 5. As to the 
half dollars of those years, I would call attention to the number of arrows in 
the talon of the eagle. From the examination of the pieces in my own 
collection, I find but twelve on the issue for 1801 and 2 ; an issue of 1803 
with twelve and one with thirteen arrows. But on all issues since that date, 
of the half dollar of that type, I find thirteen arrows, with the exception of 
the issue of 1805 from the altered die of 1804, which has but twelve. Is 
there more than one variety of the half dollar of 1 80^ from an altered die of 
1804? And is there any other issue of this type of the half dollar, of later 
date than 1803, with but twelve arrows ? T S R 

Norwich, Chenango Co., N.Y. 

ENGRAVED MEDALET. 

Editors of journal, 

Gentlemen, — I am anxious to know the history of the engraved medal 
having on each side a head in " face " and with this inscription one side, " give 
thy iudgements unto the king." On the other, "and thy righteousnesse 
UNTO the king's SONNE." I havc two, bought at different places, and at 
wide intervals of time ; it must have a history. Yours truly, 

Charleston, S. C, June 30, 187 1. J. H. T. 

The medalet referred to above, of which there are many extant, is said 
to have been engraved by Simon Passe, who had executed others of a similar 
character. The figure on the reverse is intended for King James's son 
Charles. It is supposed that the piece was engraved at the latter part of the 
reign of James I., [1603-1625,] when Charles, Prince of Wales, was twenty- 
four or twenty-five years of age. — See Notes and Queries, Vols, i and 2, 4th 
Series, London, 1867-8. 
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COIN COLLECTING. 

The perplexity of a coin collector is very pleasantly related in the 
following : 

York, [England] 16 April. 

My Dear Sir, — I think all the York Tokens must have gone to the devil 
or some place equally distant, for I never by any chance see or even hear of 
one. I have repeatedly asked after them, out never succeeded in meeting 
any. I have not forgotten them, and I have no doubt but that I shall drop 
upon a nest of 'em some day ; if I should you are the man for 'em. The 
coin trade is almost in statu qiw with me. I find it too. unprofitable, but one 
expects to pay for one s fancies, and I must not expect to get scot free. 
With best respects, I remain, my dear Sir, very truly yours, G. H. S. 



QUERIES. 

The following described token in my collection I have never seen 
duplicated. A copper piece of about the size and thinness and having the 
style of workmanship corresponding to the Gloriuvs III. Vis piece. Obverse, 
the head of George the Second, with legend divided as follows : cornwal 
us iND. Reverse, the goddess of liberty seated with sceptre in one hand 
and branch of olive (? ) in the other; legend delectan dvs. In the exergue, 
1000. Can any reader of the " Journal " give its history ? 

I have a Tetradrachm about which I desire all the information that it is 
natural one would feel like having respecting such a coin. Obverse, a 
filleted male head with heavy beard and mustachios. Reverse, Jupiter 
standing, holding a victory in the left hand, and with the right hurling a 
thunderbolt. In the exergue some half dozen letters not distinct enough to 
be certainly made out at least by myself. Parallel with the figure of Jupiter, 
on either side of him, basiaesi^ ka^anapot. Between the last name and 
Jupiter is the Monogram //p. 

On consulting our distinguished townsman. Dr. Joseph Thomas, the 
lexicographer, he confirmed my supposition that the only King Cassander 01 
history, was Alexander the Great s general of that name, and that certain 
points well known to numismatists as characteristics of genuineness, were to 
be found in this coin. The want of a duplicate 2* in spelling the name of the 
king he deemed immaterial, as both ways were employed. He believed it to 
be genuine, notwithstanding the following passage to be found in Hum- 
phrey's Manual, Vol. I, p. 83, viz : " No coins of this unscrupulous usurper 
are known except a few coarse ones of copper, which have the head of 
Hercules, like the coins of Alexander, on the obverse, and the old type of 
the Macedonian horseman on the reverse, with the inscription da^iaesis 

Ancient coins of the Greeks and Romans are counterfeited in 
such numbers, that it is a favor to collectors to be informed where 
they are in danger of being deceived. Any information that will either 
confirm my belief, which is favorable to the tetradrachm described, or 
reveal its true character if a deception, will be gladly received through the 
medium of this periodical by F M 

Philadelphia, jth month, 1871. 
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MONEY.DIGGING IN MAINE. 

The history of money-digging in Maine is somewhat curious. There 
has scarcely ever been a time when the subject did not attract attention. 
Kendall, in his Travels, gives an account of a great sensation created in con- 
nection with the subject in the beginning of the present century, at Norridge- 
wock, where a man and his two sons gave out that they had found immense 
treasures, and, on the strength of the representation, swindled the community 
out of a large amount of property. At that time a person was going about 
in the interior, lecturing on the subject of hidden treasure, and exciting the 
imagination of the people. 

From time to time money has actually been found. Not Jong since, a 
pot of gold and a signet-ring were discovered on Richmond Island, [see 
journal of Numismatics, v. 33,] near Portland, by a farmer, Mr. Hanscom, 
when ploughing. Four hundred dollars in French crowns, were found in a 
field near Frenchman's Bay ; near Castine, a large collection of old coins was 
found by Captain Stephen Grindle, in the year 1 84041. The place pointed 
out is on the bank of the Bagaduce, six miles from the site of the fort. At 
this point, perhaps, was the old road to Mount Desert. 

About the close of November, 1840, Captain Grindle was engaged with 
his son, hauling wood down to the shore, when the latter picked up a piece 
of money near a partially buried rock, lying about seventy-five feet from the 
shore, and in the old line of a beaten track that had existed for time out of 
mind. Tradition says that one of the Indian routes from the peninsula of 
Castine to Mount Desert and Frenchman's Bay, was up the Bagaduce, and 
thence across to Blue-Hill Bay. 

The coin found was a French piece. This prize led them to commence 
digging in the ground, which they continued doing until dark, the search 
being rewarded by nearly twenty additional coins. During the night the 
snow fell, and nothing more was done until Spring, when two coins were 
found embedded in the top of the rock. An iron bar thrust into the open- 
ing, revealed the presence of a large quantity, numbering nearly five hundred 
pieces of different nations. Mr. Grindle's wife gleefully held her apron, 
which was loaded by her husband and son, she at the same time declaring 
that it was " the best lapful she had ever carried." 

These may have been lost or hidden by Baron Castine, when, in 1688, 
he fled to the woods to escape from Governor Andros. One of the silver 
coins was recently shown me at Somesville, by the person who received it 
from the finder. 

Still nearer this spot, on the east side of the Sound, opposite Fernald*s 
Point, money has also been found. At least such is the common belief, 
which is based on good evidence. The reputed finder still lives (1868,) on 
the place, where, according to the testimony of a man once in his employ, he 
discovered a pot of gold. At all events his circumstances appear to have 
suddenly changed, when he rose from a condition of hardship to one of 
comparative affluence and ease. That gold may have been buried there is 
not at all unlikely. When Argall attacked St. Savior, a part of the French 
were scattered in the woods and among the neighboring islands, and gold 
may have been buried by them at the place in question, and never recovered. 
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All these circumstances taken together, lead the somewhat credulous farmers 
and fishermen to imagine that gold is everywhere buried on their lands. 
This suspicion is strengthened by Spiritualists and Divining-rod men, who 
go from place to place, practicing upon the unsophisticated. We found one 
of the Spiritualists here in this valley. He was a man of somewhat good 
features, with gray beard and hair, and a wild light in his eye. The diggers 
at first gave us the impression that they were making a cellar, but gradually 
the owner of the ground, a red-faced man, half farmer and half fisherman, 
unfolded the tremendous secret. — [^Rambles in Mount Desert, by B. F. De 
Costa, New York, 1871, pp. 54-57. 



AN EARLY BOSTON MEDAL. 

A MEDAL was struck (in Boston }) in silver, copper and white metal, in 
1787, to commemorate the fitting out of two vessels — the " Columbia" and the 
" Washington," — for trading on the North-West Coast. The following 
description is made from one before us, belonging to Mr. Sylvester S. Crosby, 
a member of the Boston Numismatic Society. COLUMBIA and WASH- 
INGTON, COMMANDED BY J. KENDRICK, with a ship and a sloop in the 
centre. Obverse. FITTED at BOSTON, N. AMERICA, for the 
PACIFIC OCEAN, By J. Barrell, S. Brown, C. Bulfinch, J. Darby, 
C. Hatch, J. M. Pintard, 1787.* 

The " Washington " at this time was commanded by Captain Robert 
Gray, who afterward, while in command of the Columbia, discovered the river 
which now bears his vessel's name. " They, moreover, carried out, for distribu- 
tion at such places as they might visit, a number of small copper coins, then 
recently issued by the State of Massachusetts, and likewise medals of copper, 
struck expressly for that purpose, of one of which a representation is given " 
in Robert Greenhow's History of Oregon and California, Boston, 1844. 
" Alexander Mackenzie, in July, 1793, found, in the possession of a native of 
the country east of the Strait of Fuca, a halfpenny of the State of Massa- 
chusetts Bay, coined in 1 787, which was doubtless one of those taken out by 
Kendrick and Gray." S. A. G. 

Captain John Kendrick was born on Martha's Vineyard, and at one time 
resided at Wareham, Mass. He was captain of a privateer during the war 
of the American Revolution. He was killed by the bursting of a cannon on 
the North-West Coast, about the year 1800. . 

The Columbia was commanded by John Kendrick, the Washington by 
Capt Robert Gray; they sailed from Boston on the 30th of September, 1787. 

CapL Gray first saw the mouth of the Columbia River, and was the dis- 
coverer. Thence he took a cargo to China, and from there to Boston, 
where he arrived in August, 1790. He sailed again and reached the Straits 
of Fuca in Junej 1791. In the spring of 1792, he made another voyage 
from there to Canton, and thence to the United States. He continued 
to command trading vessels from Boston, until his death at Charleston, S. C, 

* In 1787, the above-named gentlemen fitted out the Columbia, of two hundred and twenty tons, 
and the sloop Washington of ninety tons, for the purpose of trading on the North-West Coast. 

5 
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in 1806. He was born at Tiverton, R. I., in 1755. Two of his daughters 
are still living in Boston. 

Joseph Barrell was an affluent and well known citizen of Boston. 

Charles Bulfinch, a native of Boston, graduated at Harvard College in 
1 781 ; was an architect by profession. He drew the plans of the State House 
in Boston, and of the Capitol at Washington, in which city he lived for 
several years. He died in Boston, April 15, 1844, aged 41. 

Samuel Brown was a native of Newport, R. I. ; he came to Boston at 
an early age, was a successful merchant, and highly respected. He died in 
Boston, and his remains were carried to Newport. 

John Derby, sometimes written Darby, a descendant of Roger Derby, 
one of the first settlers of Salem, was a shipmaster and merchant of Salem, 
Mass., where he was born June 7, 1741 ; died Dec. 5, 181 2. 

Crowell Hatch was a well known merchant of Boston. 

Of John M. Pintard we have been unable to learn anything. 

We understand that it is in contemplation, by parties interested in the 
narrative of the enterprise to which the above Medal refers, to publish an 
account of it at an early day. J. C. 



CONSERVATION OF COINS.. 

Nothing contributes so much to the conservation of coins, of brass or 
copper, as the fine rust which appears, like varnish, which their lying in 
particular soil occasions. Gold admits no rust but iron mould, when lying 
in a particular soil. Silver takes many kinds, but chiefly green and red, 
which yield to vinegar ; in gold and silver the rust is prejudicial, and to be 
removed ; whereas in brass and copper, it is preservative and ornamental. 
. This fine rust, which is indeed a natural varnish, not imitable by any effort 
of human art, is sometimes of a bronze brown, and sometimes of an exquisite 
green. These rusts are all, when the real product of time, as hard as the 
metal itself, and preserve it much better than any artificial varnish could have 
done. There is another blemish of ancient coins, which, notwithstanding, 
rather recommends them to the curious than otherwise. It is when coins of 
genuine antiquity are found split on the edges, or even in the middle, by the 
force of the hammer, but this, far from being regarded as a fault, is looked 
upon as a great merit by the collector, it being considered as additional proof 
of its antiquity. 

Gold may be cleaned from any prejudicial rust, by acid ; spirit of nitre 
eats every thing but gold, and is, therefore, an effectual cleanser of that metal. 
The green, blue, or red rust, may be removed from silver, by steeping in 
vinegar for a day or two. Brass and copper should never be cleansed when 
very much covered with rust ; the best way when it is attempted, is to boil in 
water for twenty-four hours, with three parts tartar and one part alum, then 
cleanse with bran. 

But it is dangerous business to cleanse coins, and should always be 
committed to skillful hands, or let alone. It is apt to occasion surprise, that 
ancient coins should be found in such good conservation as they usually are. 
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A late writer observes that the chief reason is the custom of the ancients, 
always to bury one or more coins with their dead, in order to pay Charon 
for their passage. The tombs were sacred, and untouched, and afterward 
neglected, till modern curiosity and chance began to disclose them. The 
urn of Flavia Valentia contained seven coins of Antoninus Pius and Elaga- 
balus. At Syracuse a skeleton was found in a tomb, with a beautiful gold 
coin in its mouth. Hardly a funeral urn is found without coins. In Sicily, 
numerous silver coins with the head of Proserpine were found. Roman coins 
in great numbers were found in Modena and near Brest — Essay on Medals^ 
John Pinkerton^ 2 vols. London, 1808. 



NATIONAL COLLECTIONS OF COINS. 

The collection of Medals and Coins, of the king of Spain, at Madrid, 
contains above 3,000 gold coins, more than 30,000 in silver, and upwards of 
50,000 in copper. The collection at Vienna is much more extensive, con- 
taining some 25,000 Greek coins of all metals, above 30,000 Roman, and 
nearly 40,000 of the middle ages. The National Collection of France 
surpasses all others in numbers, and the rarity and beauty of its specimens 
are unrivalled. The British Museum contains a very large and valuable 
collection, and the Emperor of Russia has one of much value, but not 
extensive. 



FIRST STEPS TOWARDS AMERICAN COINAGE. 

We notice below, some of the first steps towards coining in America, 
principally, it will be seen, relating to copper coinage : 

In 1753, [Geo. II.] Arthur Dobbs, governor of the State of North 
Carolina, sent a proposal to the home government to coin copper money for 
that Colony. It was never carried into effect 

Under Geo. III. an Act was passed [Statute 56, Geo. III. C. 68,] to 
enable his majesty to authorize the exportation of the machinery necessary 
for erecting a mint in America. This was never carried into execution, 
but copper coin was struck for the Colony of Virginia, bearing on the 
obverse the head of Geo. III., on the reverse " Virginia, 1773," with a coat 
of arms. {Ruding) 

Col. Seth Reed, of Uxbridge, petitioned the General Court of Massa- 
chusetts, in 1786, for a patent to strike copper coin. It is said that the 
" Immunis Columbia, 1786," rev. a shield with "E Pluribus Unum," was 
presented by him as a pattern. 

It has been truly remarked, that the coins of ancient nations are among the most interesting and the 
most reliable of historical records, and it is a matter of regret that metallic and enduring memorials are 
now confined to medals struck to commemorate some particular event, whose number is very limited, 
and which obtained little circulation among the multitude. There is no reason why a metallic currency 
should not be the vehicle, as in times called classical, of much historical instruction. Why should not 
coins be made the recorders of interesting events ? — Sir John Bowring, 

There are, quite common, a great number of Tokens and Medals, contemptible in desi^ and rude 
in workmanship, consisting of the most trifling varieties, formed by crossing dies which conjoin absurd 
and incongruous obverses and reverses, changing dates, &c., with a view to derive a little paltry profit 
fix)m a few Collectors, who, it is to be regretted, encourage such impositions. — Anon, 
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DEVICES ON THE CONTINENTAL BILLS OF CREDIT WITH 

CONJECTURES OF THEIR MEANING* 

An emblematic device when rightly formed, is said to consist of two 
parts — a body and a mind, neither of which is intelligible without the aid of 
the other. The figure is called the body — the motto the mind. These that 
I am about to consider appear formed on that rule, and seem to relate to the 
present struggle between the colonies and the parent state for liberty, property 
and safety on the one hand ; for absolute power and plunder on the other. 

On one denomination of the bills there is the figure of a harp with this 
motto : Majora Minoribus Consonant — literally " the greater and smaller ones 
sound together." As the harp is an instrument composed of great and small 
strings included in a strong frame, and also so tuned as to agree in concord 
with each other, I conceive that the frame may be made to represent our new 
government by a continental congress, and the strings of different length and 
substance, either the several colonies of different weight and force, or the 
various marks of people in all of them who are now united by that govern- 
ment in the most perfect harmony. 

On another bill is impressed a wild boar of the fbrest rushing on the 
spear of the hunter, with this motto : Aut Mors aut vita decora ; t — which may 
be translated " Death or Liberty." The wild boar is an animal of great 
strength and courage, armed with long and sharp tusks which he well knows 
how to use in his own defence. He is inoffensive while suffered to enjoy his 
freedom, but when roused and wounded by the hunter, often turns and makes 
him pay dearly for his temerity. ' 

On another is drawn an eagle on the wing, pouncing upon a crane, who 
turns upon his back and receives the eagle upon the point of his long bill, 
which pierces the eagle s breast, with this motto : " Exitus in dubio est " — 
" The event is uncertain." The eagle I suppose represents Great Britain ; 
the crane America : this device offers an admonition to each of the contend- 
ing parties — to the crane not to depend too much upon the success of its 
endeavors to avoid the contest (by petition, negotiation, &c.), but to prepare 
for using the means God and nature have given it; to the eagle not to 
presume on its strength, since a weaker bird may wound it mortally. 

" Sunt dubii eventus^ incertaque pralia Martis : 
Vincitur hand rarOy qui prope victor erat.^^ 

On another bill jve have a thorn which a hand seems attempting to 
eradicate : the hand appears to bleed as pricked by the spines. The motto is 
Sustine vel Abstine : which may be rendered, " Bear with me or let me alone" 
or thus : " either support or leave me." The bush I suppose to mean 
America, and the bleeding hand Britain. Would to God that bleeding were 
stopped, the wounds of the hand healed, and its future operation directed by 
wisdom and equity : so shall the hawthorn flourish and form a hedge around 
it, annoying with her thorns only its invading enemies. 

Another has the figure of a beaver gnawing a large tree, with this motto: 
Perseverando — " By perseverance." I apprehend the great tree may be 

* From an Almanac published in 1777, and mentioned in the Historical Magazine, vol. v, pp. 71-73. 

t A more literal translation would be, " Death or an honorable life," in which form it has been used 
as the Company motto of the *' Boston Light Infantry," a corps which was chartered in 1798, and is 
still enjoying an " honorable life."— {Ed.] 



1871.] AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. 37 

intended to represent the enormous power Great Britain has assumed over 
us, and endeavors by force of arms to tax us at pleasure, and bind us in all 
cases whatsoever : or the exorbitant profits she makes by monopolizing our 
commerce. Then the beaver, which is known to be able by assiduous and 
steady working to fell lai^e trees, to signify America, which by perseverance 
in her present measures, will probably reduce that power within proper 
bounds, and by establishing the most necessary manufactures among our- 
selves abolish the British monopoly. 

On another bill we have the plant acanthus, sprouting on all sides under 
a weight placed upon it, with the motto : Depressa Resurgit — " though 
oppressed, it rises." The ancients tell us that the sight of such an accidental 
circumstance gave the first hint to an architect in forming the beautiful 
capital of the Corinthian, column. This perhaps was intended to encourage 
us by representing that our present oppressions will not destroy us, but that 
they may by increasing our industry and forcing it into new courses, increase 
the prosperity of our country, and establish the prosperity on the base of 
liberty and the well proportioned pillar of property, elevated for a pleasing 
spectacle to all connoisseurs who can take delight in the architecture of 
human happiness. 

The figures of a hand and flail, over sheaves of wheat, with the motto 
Tribulatio Vital — "Threshing improves it" (which we find printed on 
another of the bills) may perhaps be intended to admonish us that although 
at present we are under the flail, its blow how hard soever will be rather 
advantageous than hurtful to uSj for they will bring forth every grain of 
genius and merit in arts, manufactures, war and council that are now concealed 
in the husk, and then the breath of a breeze will be sufficient to separate us 
from all the chaff of toryism. Tribulation, too, in our English sense of the 
word, improves the mind; it makes us humble and tends to make us wiser. 
And threshing in one of its senses, that of beating, often improves those that 
are threshed. Many an unwarlike nation have been beaten into heroes by 
troublesome, warlike neighbors : and the continuance of a war, though it 
lessens the numbers of a people, often increases its strength by increased 
discipline and consequent courage of the number remaining. Thus England 
after her civil war in which her people threshed one another, became more 
formidable to her neighbors. The public distress, too, that arises from war 
by increasing frugality and industry, often gives habits that remain after the 
war is over, and thereby naturally enriches those on whom it has enforced 
those enriching virtues. 

Another of these bills has for its device, a storm, descending from a 
black heavy cloud, with the motto: Serenabit — "It will clear up.* This 
seems designed to encourage the dejected, who may be too sensible of present 
inconveniences and fear their continuance. It reminds them agreeably to 
the adage, that after a storm comes a calm ; or, as Horace more elegantly 
has it: 

" In formes hyemes reducit^ Jupiter idem summovit, 
Non si male nunc, et olim 
Sit erit neque semper arcum tendit ApolloP 

On another bill there is stamped the representation of a tempestuous 
sea : a face with swollen cheeks wrapped in a black cloud, appearing to blow 
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violently on the waters, the waves high and all rolling one way. The motto 
Vi Concitatcey which may be rendered, " Raised by force.'' From the 
remotest antiquity in figurative language, great waters have signified the 
people, and waves an insurrection. The people of themselves are supposed 
to be as naturally inclined to be still, as the waters to remain level and quiet 
Their rising here does not appear to be from any internal cause, but from an 
external power expressed by the head Eolus, god of the winds (or Boreas, the 
north wind, as usually the most violent), acting furiously upon them. The 
black cloud perhaps designs the British parliament, and the waves the 
colonies. Their rolling all in one direction shows that the very force used 
against them has produced their unanimity. On the reverse of this bill we 
have a smooth sea ; the sails of a ship on that sea hanging loose, to show a 
perfect calm : the sun shining fully denotes the clear sky. The motto is, 
Cessante vento conquiescemus — " The wind ceasing, we shall be quiet" Sup- 
posing my explanation of the preceding device to be right, this will import 
that when those violent acts of power which have aroused the colonies are 
repelled, they will return to their former tranquillity. Britain seems thus 
charged with being the sole cause of the present civil war, at the same time 
that the only mode for putting an end to it is thus plainly pointed out to hen 
The last is a wreath of laurel on a marble monument or altar, with the 
motto : Si recte — " If you act rightly." This seems intended as an encour- 
agement to a brave and steady conduct in defence of our liberties, as it 
promises to crown with honor by the laurel wreath those who persevere to 
the end in well doing, and with a long duration of that honor expressed by 
the monument of marble. A learned friend of mine thinks this device more 
particularly addressed to the Congress. He says that the antients composed 
for their heroes a wreath of laurel, oak and olive twigs interwoven, agreeably 
to the distich : 

" E lauro^ quercu^ atque olea^ duce^ digna Corona^ 
PrudenUniy fortem^ pacificumque decet — " 

Of laurel as that tree was dedicated to Apollo, and understood to signify 
knowledge and prudence ; of oak as pertaining to Jupiter, and expressing 
fortitude ; of olive as the tree of Pallas, and as a symbol of peace. The 
whole to show that those who are intrusted to conduct the affairs of mankind, 
should act prudently and firmly, retaining above all a pacific disposition. 
The wreath was first placed upon an altar to admonish the hero who was to 
be crowned with it, that true glory is founded on and proceeds from piety. 
My friend therefore thinks that the present device might intend a wreath of 
that composite kind, although from the smallness of the work the engraver 
could not mark distinctly the differing leaves. And he is rather confirmed in 
his opinion that this is designed as an admonition to the congress when he is 
considering the passage in Horace from whence the motto is taken : 

" Rex eris aium 
Si recte facies,^'* 

To which also Antonius alludes : 

" Si recte faciety non qui dominatur erit rex.^* 

Not the king's parliament who act wrong, but the people's congress, if it 
act right, shall govern America. 
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NEW FRENCH COINS. 

• 

Notes and Queries of July 29th, gives the following description of two 
coins of the French Republic of 1870, one a silver piece of five francs, the 
other a bronze piece of ten centimes. The five-franc piece bears a bust of a 
female figure symbolical of the Republic, and wreathed with oak, laurel 
flowers and wheat. The first six letters of the word " concorde," ara inscribed 
on a band on the forehead. This band is continued and hangs down behind 
the ear, with a pearl necklace round the neck. Above the bust is a large 
five-pointed star, and below is the artist's nartie. The legend is, "Republique 
Francaise." The reverse contains the legend, "5 Francs, 1870," in three 
lines within a large wreath, of branches of oak and laurel twined together. 
The circumscription is, " Liberte. Egalite. Fraternite." with a point or stop 
after each word. Before the word " Liberte," is a small sprig of laurel. At 
the bottom is a small letter " A," between a bee and an anchor, signifying the 
Paris mint. The edge of the coin is inscribed, " Dieu protege la France," or, 
" God protect France." The weight of the coin is 24 grammes or 370 grains. 
The bronze piece of 10 centimes has nearly the same design on the obverse 
as the five franc piece. The reverse contains the legend, "10 Centimes," 
surrounded by a wreath composed of one branch of laurel and one of oak, 
tied together with the same circumspection as on the silver piece. The edge 
is plain, and the weight is 146 grains, being the same as the English bronze 
penny. It is to be remarked that the " E " on the ten centime piece is 
marked with the accent. 

During the late Revolution in France, the insurgents found the old dies 
which were used under the Republic of 1850 and struck coins from them, a 
specimen of which is now before us. Instead of the star being " five-pointed," 
it had six points. The changes made in the present die are very slight. 



CURIOUS COINCIDENCE. 

Akin to the recent centennial celebration of the birth of Sir Walter 
Scott, the following curious coincidence, narrated on apparently good author- 
ity, is worth preserving : 

In " The Pirate," one of the characters, Triptolemus by name, discovers 
a horn full of silver coins under his hearth-stone, which disappears again 
through the agency of the oracular Noma s creature, the dwarf. While the 
sheets of the novel were passing through the press, some workmen, taking 
up the foundation of an old wall within a very short distance of the supposed 
residence of Noma of the Fitful Head, came upon the hearth-stone, under 
which they found a horn filled with coins of the Heptarchy. 
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TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES. 

THE NUMISMATIC AND ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY OF PHILADELPHIA. 

• 

A STATED meeting of this Society was held on the evening of the ist of 
June, at its hall No. 524 Walnut Street, the President, Hon. Eli K. Price, in 
the chair. The usual outline business was transacted, and many donations 
and letters were announced as having been received since the last meeting, 
among the latter from Hon. Charles Francis Adams, acknowledging his 
election as an Honorary Member of the Society, and from William Black- 
more, of Salisbury, England, Frederic Kidder, of Melrose, Mass,, and T. 
Apoleon Cheney, LL. D., of Lyons, N. Y., as Corresponding Members. 
Messrs. Adams, Blackmore and Cheney, also presented their photographs 
for the Album, in response to the resolution of the Society requesting 
members to do so. 

The committee on procuring a new hall for the Society, in the western 
part of the city, reported its inability as yet to obtain a suitable place, and on 
motion, was continued. 

A communication was read relative to the lately discovered pre-historic 
caverns and their occupants, in Ribesdale, England. 

On motion, Daniel G. Brinton, M. D., the Curator of Antiquities, was 
requested to prepare a paper, to be read before the Society at its meeting in 
July, 1876, on the Study and Discovery of American Antiquities during the 
past century. 

On motion, the Committee on Numismatics was requested to consider 
the propriety of having a medal struck commemorative of the approaching 
centennial celebration in 1876, and to report thereon to the Society. 

Mr. Hart, the historiographer, offered for the consideration of the Society, 
a letter which he had prepared in the form of a circular to be sent to each 
of the members of the Society, containing a request for biographical infor- 
mation, to be preserved in its archives for future use in preparing the regular 
memorials of deceased members, which was adopted and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. Charles Piers exhibited a map of Paris engraved in 1734, consisting 
of twenty sections, on a very large scale, each plate being about three feet 
square. He also showed to the Society an old atlas of France, published in 

1791. 

^r. Hoffman exhibited an original prospectus and subscription list of 
the United States Gazette, dated 1791, issued at Philadelphia by his great- 
grandfather, John Fenno, — ^Fenno's grand-daughter, the child of John Ward 
Fenno, having married his father, the eminent jurist Josiah Ogden Hoffman, 
also some MSS. and correspondence relating thereto, including a fine photo- 
graph letter of Thomas Jefferson. 

It was announced to the Society that Mr. Phillips, its Corresponding 
Secretary, and Mr. Hibler, its Recording Secretary, would leave on the loth 
inst, for a somewhat protracted tour in Europe, whereupon they were autho- 
rized to communicate with kindred societies and institutions abroad, and 
report the result upon their return. Mr. Hkrt was requested to act as 
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Corresponding Secretary, /r^ tern, during Mr. Phillips's absence, and Mr. J. 
Davis Duffield as Recording Secretary, pro tent, in the place of Mr. Hibler. 
The Corresponding Secretary's Report to date was read, and on motion, 
the Society adjourned. 

Charles Henry Hart, 

Corresponding Secretary ^ pro tern. 
Philadelphia, July 20th, 1^71. 



BOSTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 

July 6. — The monthly meeting was held at 4 P. M. Mr. Colburn in the 
chair. The Secretary being absent in Europe, Mr. Crosby was chosen pro 
tent, Mr. Thomas H. Wynne, of Richmond, Va., was elected corresponding 
member, on motion of the President. Two medals in white metal were 
received from Mr. Alfred H. Sandham, of Montreal, Canada. One a Masonic 
Medal, Obv. Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Canada, 
a shield of arms and motto Audi Vide Tace. Rev. Within a wreath of laurel 
and oak — To Commemorate the Union — Consummated 14th July, 1858. 
The other had in the field, an Indian hatchet and pipe, crossed, quartering 
the field in sal tire, at the left a representation of a Roman coin, and at the 
right a Canadian coin of Victoria, an antique lamp above and a beaver below. 
The legend * Numismatic and Archaeological Society * Montreal Canada, 
surrounded the above device. Rev. Within a wreath. Instituted 1862. 
Incorporated 1870.; near the edge of the medal, Sandham*s Series, No. i. 

A handsomely bound priced copy of the sale catalogue of the Mackenzie 
Collection was received from the gentleman from whom that collection took 
its name. The thanks of the Society were voted to both of the above 
mentioned donors. Mr. Seavey exhibited eight Connecticut cents of 1788, 
the half eagle, half dollar and cent of 181 2, the same of 181 3, the same, and 
also the dime of 1814, the half eagle and half dollar of 1815, and the c6nt of 
18 16. Mr. Robinson, of Salem, exhibited two cents and half dollars of 181 2, 
1813 and 1814, dime of 1814, half dollar of 1815, and cent of 1816; also 
two Connecticut cents of 1 788. Mr. Crosby exhibited twenty-five Connecticut 
cents of 1788, and two each of the cents of 1812, 1813, and 1814. 

Adjourned to the first Thursday in September. 

S. S. Crosby, Sec. pro tempore. 

September 7. — Pursuant to adjournment from the July meeting, the 
Society met at the usual hour, Mr. Colburn in the chair. Mr. Crosby snowed 
several fine specimens of U. S. cents, — five of 181 7, varieties; one of 181 8, 
and three of 1819, a rare piece in copper, size 12, having on the obverse a 
head of Liberty, with thirteen stars. Rev. United States of America, One 
Cent. This piece was considered quite rare. Dr. Green exhibited four cents 
of 1 81 7, one variety being different from those exhibited by Mr. Crosby. A 
photograph of the Seal 01 the Colony of Virginia under Governor Fauquier — 
1 758-1 767, George III, — was received from Mr. Wynne, of Richmond, Va. 
Captain George Henry Preble, U. S. Navy, presented a copy in manuscript 
of the correspondence relating to the medal given to Commodore Edward 
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Preble, with an engraving of the medal, bearing a representation of the 
capture of Tripoli in 1804. The thanks of the Society were voted to Mr. 
Wynne and Captain Preble for the gifts. The U. S. coinage of the years 
1820, '21, '22 and *23 were named for the next meeting. 

Adjourned. Samuel A. Green, Sec, pro tempore. 



LIVERPOOL NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 

The Liverpool Numismatic Society, [England,] is a newly formed 
institution. Its members seem to enter into the objects of the Society with 
much spirit and enthusiasm. At their meeting on the evening of the third 
of August last, we notice that Mr. F. W. Lincoln, of the firm of W. S. 
Lincoln & Son, Numismatists, 462 New Oxford Street, London, made the 
Society a donation of a fine collection of English coins; our own Society, 
some years since, were the recipients of Mr. Lincoln's generosity. We can 
commend the Messrs. Lincoln to any one desirous of adding to, or forming, 
a Collection of Ancient or Foreign Coins. 



. LINCOLN MEDALS. 
Editors of the journal of Numismatics : 

At your request I give below a list of the Lincoln medals in my collec- 
tion not mentioned by Mr. Boyd in his " Lincoln Bibliography." 

No. I. Obv. "The Rail-splitter of 1830" — a man engaged in splitting 
rails. Rev. Same without the legend. Size 26. 

No. 2. Obv. Bust of Lincoln on plain field. Rev. " The right man in 
the right place." Size 22. 

No. 3. Obv. " Abraham Lincoln. Bust facing to the right. Rev. 
" Monitor." Size 1 7. 

No. 4. Obv. "Abraham Lincoln, 1864." Bust facing to the right. Rev. 
" First Battalion Union Campaign Club " — cannons, flags, &c., in the centre. 
Size 16. 

No. 5. Obv. "A. Lincoln." Rev. Broken column. Size 12. 

New York, August, 1871. . A. C. Z. 



GOLD! GOLD! GOLD! GOLD! 

Bright and yellow, hard and cold ; 
Molten, graven, hammered and rolled ; 
Heavy to get and light to hold ; 
Hoarded, bartered, bought and sold ; 
Stolen, borrowed, squandered, doled ; 
Spurned by the young, but hugged by the old 
To the very verge of the churchyard mould ; 
Price of many a crime untold ! 
Gold ! Gold ! Gold ! Gold ! 
Good or bad a thousand fold ! — Thomas Hood, 
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LUCKY PENNIES. 

The ancient superstition that some valuable offering must be made, to 
secure the favor of the unseen divinity whose caprice might grant a fortunate 
or unfortunate termination to a voyage or a journey, is an interesting study 
to the numismatist, and can be traced in many forms from the earliest days to 
the present time. Sailors, particularly, have been under its control. When 
the mariners of old found their voyage to Tarshish prevented by threatening 
storms, they " took up Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea ; and the sea 
ceased from her raging." Jason and his companions, before departing from 
Samothrace, on their famous voyage in the Argo, — "the first ship that ever 
sailed the sea," — offered sacrifices in the temple, that their search for the 
golden fleece might prove successful. Arion, while returning with his wealth 
to Lesbos, would have been slain by the sailors for his money, had he not 
thrown himself into the sea, but the dolphins, so the story ran, carried him 
safely to land, and the luck^ which might have been the sailors*, had they 
thrown him over, accompanied the willing sacrifice, and he saved not only 
his life but his fortune. 

In our own times the sailors of Boston retain the old tradition. It is 
said that " generations of fishermen have thrown lucky pennies on Half-way 
Rock, between Boston and Gloucester, on their outward voyages, to insure a 
full fare and a safe trip. The clefts of the rock are full of copper and nickel 
cents, from the earliest issues down to the coinage of to-day." In the year 
1820, the sea washed down a rock on the coast of Jersey, England, and in 
the clefts were discovered nearly a thousand pieces of ancient Gaulish coins.* 
We know not whether the Jersey mariners made the rock the scene of a 
similar offering ages ago, but it is not improbable. 

But this idea of the propitiatory power of money was not confined to 
sailors. The Greeks looked upon death as a journey to another world, 
involving a voyage across the sluggish Styx, whose waters they believed 
separated Hades from Earth. Accordingly, one of the first duties to a 
departed friend was placing in his mouth the " Danake," the name given to 
the obolus used for that purpose, which was Charon s fee for ferrying over 
the spirit to the Elysian fields. This is the coin so frequently found in 
ancient tombs. At the opening of a grave at Same, in Cephallenia, a coin 
was found between the teeth of the skeleton, and other similar instances are 
well known. The Romans adopted the custom in imitation of the Greeks. 
They believed that the spirits of those whose remains failed to receive this 
funeral rite, whether from poverty or neglect, were forced to wander on the 
banks of the Styx a hundred years, before they could gain the further shore ; 
while those who could tender payment, passed over at once to the blessed 
land. Juvenal, in his third Satire, ridicules his fellow countrymen for the 
superstition, describing the penniless ghost in these words : 

At ille 
Jam sedet in ripa, tetrumque novicius horret 
Porthmea, nee sperat ccEnosi gurgitis alnum 
Infelix, nee habet, quern porrigat, ore trientem, 

* Numismatic Chronicle^ Vol. ii, p. 140. 
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It would be an interesting study to trace this idea of good fortune, which 
attaches to coins, in many other directions. The crooked sixpence in the 
purse, the broken coin divided between lovers, and many other similar 
instances might be named. We suggest the investigation of the extent of 
this idea of lucky pennies to some of our antiquarian friends. ' m. 

Boston, September, 1871. 



TAMPERING WITH COIN. 

The last report of the Assayer of the Mint of Philadelphia, contains 
some interesting information in regard to the various methods of counter- 
feiting gold coins, or abstracting from them a part of their value. In one lot 
of $1,000, there were 34 double eagles. Two of these had been burnt or 
blistered, but as they were very slightly under weight, the object of the roast- 
ing has not been discovered. The other pieces were all from 10 to 20 grains 
light — that is, reduced from 40 to 80 cents in value. One was filed smoothly 
nearly all around the outer edge, but all the others retained the " milling," 
which had been restored after the filing. In this way fifty cents' worth of 
gold was taken from each piece without sensibly diminishing its diameter. 
In one or two cases, where from 22 1-2 to 58 1-2 grains had been taken away, 
the eye would detect the loss. 

One piece was reduced by the use of acid. This treatment makes the 
surface rough, so that it is easily detected. In the same lot there were ten 
eagles which had been filed, and two treated with acid, the latter being quite 
spoiled. A number of counterfeits were found in the same lot. The best 
piece was light only two and a half grains, but some of its lettering was very 
bad. This piece contained about 69 per cent pure gold, the genuine coin 
containing 90 per cent. Some of the poorer pieces contain only about 50 
per cent. Another lot of coins had been split and filled with platinum. The 
best method of detecting filled or counterfeit pieces is by finding their specific 
gravity by weighing in water. — ^A^. K Eve. Post. 



COUNTERFEIT CURRENCY. 

For some weeks past the number of counterfeit fifty cent notes detected 
at the redemption bureau of the Treasury Department has been very large; 
between two and three hundred dollars of such counterfeits are discovered 
daily. They are immediately branded and returned to the persons sending 
them in for redemption. Consequently the loss falls upon such persons. 

August, 1870. 

The government would do a good thing if it would order an issue of 
half-dollar pieces in silver, of a trifle lighter weight than the present; these 
would soon drive from circulation the fifty cent paper currency, and be more 
acceptable to the community. 
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VALUE OF AMERICAN COINS IN GERMANY. 

The ^^ Numismatischer Verkehrl' for July, 1871, issued by C. G. Thieme, 
Leipzig, Germany, contains a list of some 2,cxx) Medals and Coins, with 
prices. We note the following, as showing the value of American pieces in 
Germany, where there are several collectors of American Coins, subscribers 
to our yournaL 

Amerika. Vereinigte Staaten. ] Dollar 1823, Stplgl, 1-^5 Ngr, Do. ] Dollar 1821, s. g., i R 
5 ^S'^' Amerika, \ Dollar 1834, s. g.. 20 Ngr, Do. Vereinigte Staaten. \ Dollar 1835, g., 20 Ngr, 
Do. i Dollar v. 1854, u. 1855, * ^ ^* ^^' 3 Cent 1861, g., 5 Ngr, Dp. J Dollar 1861, s. g., 20 Ngr, 
t)o. One Decime 1862, g., 6 Ngr. New Jersey. Cent 1787, Pferdekopf uber Pflug und Schud, 
Gr. 27. Neum. 21627. g-* '6 Ngr. Do. Gr. 23. Neum. 21627. g., 16 Ngr. Nordamerika. Vereinigte 
Staaten. Cent von 1794, s. g., 8 A^^. Canada, i Sous 1837, Wappen und stehender Mann, g., 8 
Ngr. Do. 2 Sous — One Penny 1837, Wappen und stehender Mann, g., 10 Ngr. Do. Cyti Bank, 
One Penny 1837, (Deux Sous,) s. g.. 6 A^r. Louisiana. Cent 1721, H. Neum. 21671. g., ^ Ngr. 
Massachusetts. Cent v. 1788, Adl. u. Indianer. Neum. 21621. g., 15 Ngr. Amerika. Broncirte 
Zinn-Med. auf die Industrie-Ausstellung in New York 1852 & 53, Gr. 23, s. g., 10 Ngr. Franklin & 
Montyon. Br.-Med. 1833, Gr. 19, schon., 274 Ngr. Lincoln, Pres. d. Verein. Staaten, Grosse starke 
Br.-AIed. v. Bovy. A v. Brustb. Rev. Schrift, Gr. 274 Stplgl. sch., 2 -^ 10 Ngr. 



QUERY. 

In 1856, a copper coin was found in a coal mine, on the farm of Mr. 
John Poulson, in Harrison County, Ohio. On one side was an Indian head 
with a crown of feathers, and on the other a cross. It was near the mouth 
of the mine, but imbedded in the solid coal, apparently where placed by 
nature. I do not remember what letters, if any, were on it ; but a full 
description of it was published at the time in the Pittsburgh Christian Ad- 
vocate, — Historical Magazine^ vi. 102-3, (March, 1862.) 

Will some of our Pennsylvania friends look up the " Christian Advocate^'' 
of 1856, and send us the full account of the coin ? — Editors of JournaL 



ORIGIN OF STERLING. 

a 

This word, as applied to coins, is derived from Easterlings, people of 
the north-east of Europe, some of whom were employed, in the 12th century, 
in regulating the coinage of Ekigland. It was not in use before the Con- 
quest, though some have given it a Saxon derivation. From the twelfth 
century English money was designated, all over Europe, as Sterling. 



THE ALIQUOT PARTS OF AN ENGLISH SHILLING. 

A FARTHING first findcs forty-eight, 
An halfpenny hopes for twenty-four, 
Three farthings seeks out sixteen straight, 
A peny puts a dozen lower ; 
Dicke Dandiprat drewe eight out deade ; 
Twopence tooke six, and went his way ; 
Tom Trip-and-goe with four is fled, 
But Goodman Grote on three doth stay ; 
A test i me only two doth take : 
Moe parts a Shilling cannot make. 
A. D, 1600. 
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FIRST THINGS IN NUMISMATICS. 

Silver first coined at Rome, 269 years before Christ 

Shillings were first coined by Henry VII., in 1503. 

TwoPENCES in copper, and the copper penny, were first coined in the 
reign of Geo. III., 1797. The twopence was inconvenient from its size and 
weight; the same objection applied to the penny. They are collected as 
curiosities, but never used as currency. 

Farthings, or fourthings, no doubt had their name from the habit of 
cutting pennies into four parts, — a usual practice in the Anglo-Saxon times. 
Pennies cut accurately into halves (half-pennies), and fourths (farthings), are 
constantly found among Anglo-Saxon coins. In the Anglo-Saxon version of 
the Qo^-^^Sy fourthling \% twice used. — (Matt. v. 26, and Luke xxi. 2.) 

Coining with dies, first invented in 161 7; first used in England, 1620. 

Money is first mentioned as a medium of commerce, in the 23d chapter 
of Genesis. *■ 

Coins first made at Argos, 894 B. C. ; coined money has Increased 
eighteen times its value from 1200 to 1640, and twelve times its value from 
1530 to 1800. 



SALE AT FRANKFORT, GERMANY. 

We received a Catalogue of Medals, Coins and Numismatic Books, 
which were to be sold at Frankfort, Germany, by Herr Joseph Baer, Buch- 
handler and Antiquar, Rossmarkt 18, on the 7th of August last There were 
3508 lots, and from the degrees of variety affixed to many of the pieces, we 
should judge that the sale contained very many valuable coins. There were 
but few English or American (South) specimens. 



PICAYUNE APPROPRIATION. 

The smallest appropriation probably ever made by an Act of Legislature was in 17 13, 
when that of New York voted the sum of sixpence to William Smith, in full discharge of a debt 
of £z^(i 17-f. loi//. 



Dame Shoddy, in searching for Lubin's perfume, 

Wanting " scents " of the recherche kind ; 
Was sent oy a wag to a coin-vender's room, 

Wliere, he said, all such things she could find. 

The dealer produced a tray of fine coins, 
Resplendent in primitive sheen ; 
" Git out ! " said the dame, " 'taint them bungtowns I want, 

'Tis the scents that you smell of, I mean." c. c 



i 
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ANCIENT MEDALS AIDS TO HISTORY. 

It is certain that Medals give a very great light to History, in confirm- 
ing such passages as are true in old authors, in settling such as are told after 
different manners, and in recording such as have been omitted. In this case 
a cabinet of medals is a body of history. It was indeed the best way in the 
world to perpetuate the memory of great actions, thus to coin out the life of 
an emperor, and to put every great exploit into the mint It was a kind of 
printing, before the art was invented. It is by this means that Monsieur 
Vaillani has disembroiled a history that was lost to the world before his time, 
and out of a short collection of medals has given us a chronicle of the kings 
of Syria. For this too is an advantage medals have over books, that they 
tell their story much quicker, and sum up a whole volume in twenty or thirty 
reverses. They are indeed the best epitomes in the world, and let you see 
with one cast of an eye the substance of above a hundred pages. 

Another use of medals is, that they not only show you the actions of an 
emperor, but at the same time mark out tlie year in which they were per- 
formed. Every exploit has its date set to it. A series of an emperor's coins 
is his life digested into annals. Historians seldom break their relation with 
a mixture of chronology, nor distribute the particulars of an emperor s story 
into the several years of his reign ; or where they do it, they often differ in 
their several periods. Here, therefore, it is much safer to quote a medal than 
an author, for in this case you do not appeal to a Suetonius or a Lampridius^ 
but to the emperor himself, or to the whole body of a Roman Senate. 

Addison^ on Ancient Medals. 



NOTES. 

The rarest bill of the Continental issue, is that of April 11, 1778, I30. 

The earliest mention, in the Bible, of currency, is where the dove brought the green back to Noah. 

" Ye King of Pamunkie," on a Virginia Indian Medal or Badee. — Journal^ Vol. 5, p. 82. " Pa- 
munkeys," a tribe of Indians in Virginia, 1722. — See " Byrd Papers, Richmond, 1866. 

The advantage of small coin is to all who have to pay wages, the result of piece work, where 
fractional payments are to be made, and to all the poor, who nave to buy their articles in small quantities. 

On the 21st of June, 1846, were found at York, England, 600 silver pennies of William the Con- 
queror. Mr. Hawkins, of the British Museum, found among them twenty-five names of moneyers not 
given by Ruding. 



SCENTS. 

The following lines were sent to a shopkeeper by a gentleman who had received from him a penny 
which he had left upon his counter. 

I have the cent you sent to me, 
And now Pve sent a scent to thee ; 
Your cent was nickel, as was seen. 
My scent is tonqua, that's a bean ; 
The cent you sent me *s very well, 
The scent Tve sent you is to smell ; 
That cent was sent I know what for, 
This scent is sent to scent your drawer. 
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EDITORIAL. 

With the advance of " civilized " ideas, the Japanese are extending the customs of the West in 
regard to the use of paper money among themselves. We see it stated that they are having a quantity 
of paper currency printed at Frankfort-on-the-Main. If it expels the silver itzebues as rapidly as our 
dimes and quarters were driven out by the "postal currency" nuisance, we hope some may drift over 
here. 

Speaking of this postal ciurency, now that Uncle Sam is paying his honest debts in gold, by 
retiring " 5-20 " bonds, we wish a concerted effort might be made to retire all the lesser denominations 
of this filthy currency, which is a disgrace to the pockets as well as the credit of our people. After 
circulating till it is so dirty it cannot be read, and so completely worn out by handling that the 
" authorized agents of the Treasury Department " refuse to redeem it, it finally gets put upon some poor 
woman making her Saturday night purchases, or some fare-taker who had to accept that or nothing has 
it returned in his wages. The loss in general falls at last on those least able to bear it A silver coin 
of slightly less intrinsic value than those which have " gone to Canada " and elsewhere, would in a very 
short time cure all the mischief, be acceptable to every body, afford employment to our mint, and restore 
the delightful "jingle," whose music, whether heard on marble counters or in juvenile pockets, has ever 
a most comfortable sound General Grant's " silver age " would then be a fitting sequel to the " golden 
age " of General Jackson's mint-drops. Who will move in this direction first ? 

The total amount of paper currency lost or worn out while in circulation, will exceed $6,500,000, or 
15 per cent of the whole issue. 

A GENTLEMAN of our acquaintance wears an old-fashioned silver fourpence attached to his watch 
chain, in affectionate remembrance of his school days. 

The American youmal of Science and Arts^iox July, has an article giving an account of the 
" Cardiff Giant." It states that it was cut out of a block of gypsum quarried near Fort Dodge, Iowa. 
The figure was cut in the workshop of a Mr. Burckhardt, in Chicago, III. It was then conveyed to the 
" Newell Farm " and buried ; after seven months it was " accidentally " discovered, and it was said, sold 
for a very large sum, and has since been exhibited in our principal cities as an " antique ; " thousands 
of persons have been humbugged and others will be. 

Watson & Co., 139 North Ninlh Street, Philadelphia, have issued a priced Catalogue of Coins, 
Medals, Paper Money, &c. Price 25 cents. 



CURRENCY. 
Ready money is a ready medicine. 

Maid of money — z, spinster heiress. 

Irredeemable Bonds — Vagabonds. 

Change for a Sovereign — a Republic. 

A Sovereign Bet — Queen Elizabeth. 

Lovers of the species, — ^bullion brokers. 



on the depreciation of continental money, 178a 



'«4 



A RBFVGBB captain lost two of bis men ; 
And ardently wishing to have them again. 
To the Major applied on an exchange to nx, 
And requested to know if for two TWd takt six t 
Major Adams agreed, nor said a word more. 
And Paddy was ordered to fetch them ashore ; 
Who cried out in surtmse: * Be Jabers, my honey. 
Our mgn mow deprtciaio at fust m* our money.* '* 



dren 



" Husband, I must have some change to-day." " Well, stay at home and take care of the 
: that will be change enough." 



chil< 



ERRATA. 

In the description of the Augsburg Medal, (p. 7, vol. 6,) read Duke of Lunenburg in place of 
Luxemburg. 

Page 17, vol. 6, read Kittanning instead of Kittinning. The error was, of course, obvious to every 
reader, as none of the Kits have more than two Ts. 
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CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO THE PREBLE MEDAL. 

[Copied for the Numismatic Society by George Henry Preble, U. S. N.] 

Naval Rendezvous^ Boston Navy Yard, August 2, 1871. 
J. CoLBURN, Esq., 

President Boston Numismatic Society , Boston, Mass, 

Dear Sir, — I have the honor to forward you herewith for the archives 
or library of your Society, a copy of the correspondence between Commodore 
Preble and the Navy Department, &c., respecting the Medal granted him by 
Resolution of Congress. These letters I have taken from copies found 
among the Commodore s papers, or from official printed documents. 

The medal has been repeatedly engraved on copper, steel and wood. 
There was a copper plate of it published m the Polyanthos many years ago, 
of which I have an impression, and there is a wood engraving of it in 
Los sings War of 1 8 1 2. 

Tne steel engraving referred to above is a perfect fac simile of the 
medal, having been engraved by the ruling process by Mr. Joseph Saxton, 
then of the United States Mint, to illustrate Godeys Ladys Book for 
September, 1842. Applying to Mr. Godey, about two years since, for impres- 
pressions from this plate, he stated that the plate was destroyed in 1854, in 
the great fire of Hart's Building, together with all the plates illustrating his 
Magazine prior to that date. It seems, however, in some way to have been 
preserved, for soon after a friend in New York discovered it in the hands of 
an engraver of that city, " looking very much the worse for wear, and as if it 
might have passed through a great fire." It was not so badly injured, how- 
ever, as he supposed, as the impressions in this number show. 

It is generally the case that the day of the month on which a battle was 
fought is inscribed on the medal which commemorates it On this, only the 
year is given. The reason is, that the Preble Medal commemorates not one, 
but five bombardments of the City of Tripoli, which took place on different 
days in the months of August and September, 1804. 

The original gold medal is now in the possession of the Commodore's 
only grandson, Edward Earnest Preble, who recently resigned his commission 
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as a Lieutenant Commander in the U. S. Navy, and who was the navigating 
officer of the Kearsarge in her combat with the Alabama, and also of the 
Steam Frigate Susquehanna at the capture of Fort Fisher. 

Copies of the medal in bronze were distributed among the junior officers. 
One of these is now in the possession of the Portland Public Library and 
Institute. Another was picked up by a Union soldier on a wharf at 
Charleston, S. C, about three years since, and I saw mention of another copy 
in the notices to correspondents of the New York Ledger about two years 
since. Very truly yours, 

Geo. Henry Preble. 



RESOLUTION OF THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

APPROVED BY THE PRESIDENT, MARCH 3, 1805. 

Resolved^ That the President of the United States be requested to cause 
a gold medal to be struck emblematical of the attacks on the town, batteries 
and naval force of Tripoli, by the squadron under Commodore Preble's 
command, and to present it to Commodore Preble in such manner as in his 
opinion, will be most honorable to him ; and that the President be further 
requested to cause a sword to be presented to each of the commissioned 
officers and midshipmen who have distinguished themselves in the several 
attacks. 

Resolved, That one month's pay be allowed, exclusively of the common 
allowance, to all petty officers, seamen, and marines of the squadron, who so 
gloriously supported the honor of the American Flag, under the orders of 
their gallant commanders in the several attacks." 



Boston, June 15, 1805. 

Dear Sir : — I send you three sketches of attacks on Tripoli by our 
squadron in August last ; perhaps they may be of some service to the person 
who cuts the medal. Please inform me when it is probable the medal will be 
finished, and what will be the expense of striking a few in copper. 

I have a painting of the first attack, six feet long by four wide — it is the 
only one I have at present, but it shall be sent to you if the engraver wishes 
it. I however presume the sketches will answer his purpose. 

I am with esteem and respect, dear sir, &c., 

George Harrison, Esq., Edward Treble. 

Navy Agent, Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, June 17, 1805. 

Sir: — I this moment received your letter covering the sketches which I 
shall without delay, transmit to the Secretary. I have been expecting them 
from you these two months. It will require at least three months to execute 
the die after the order is given, which I hope the Secretary will not delay. 
I will ascertain the expense of a medal in silver, and inform you. It will not 
exceed but a mere trifle, the price of the metal. 

I do not expect that the drawirtg you mention will be called for ; should 
it be requisite I will give you due notice. 

In haste, per mail, but with regard and respect, your servant, 

Commodore Preble. George Harrison. 
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Navy Department, 26 yutu, 1805. 

Sir : — For your information, I enclose a copy of my letter to Geo. 
Harrison, Esq., of this day, upon the subject of the medal voted by Congress 
to you. I am, respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 

Rt. Smith. 

N. B. Medals for crowned heads never exceed three inches. 

Commodore Edward Preble, Boston. 



Navy Department, 26th June, 1805. 

Sir : — I have received your letter accompanied by drawings of the medal 
for Commodore Preble. I now return you the Commodore's likeness and 
one of the drawings sent to me by you. I approve the drawings excepting 
as to size, which appears to me to be too large. I doubt whether any die 
can be made to impress so large a surface. We should depart, too, from 
general custom, by making this medal so large. The medal voted by the old 
Congress, for General Washington, was three inches diameter. Those for 
Generals Greene, Gates, &c., were two and a half inches, and those for Morgan, 
Wayne, &c., were two inches. The drawings of the medal for Commodore 
Preble are four inches. I have no objections to the medal for Commodore 
Preble being two and a half inches. Confer with artists upon the subject, 
and let me hear from you. It is my determination to have it made by Mr. 
Reichy and you may so inform him, that he may not engage in other business 
to interfere with this. I am, respectfully, sir, your most ob't serv't, 

George Harrison, Esq., Philadelphia. R. Smith. 



Boston, July 10, 1805. 

Sir : — I am honored with your letter of the 26th ult., with a copy of 
your letter to Geo. Harrison, Esq., upon the subject of the medal. 

The drawings I sent you were not intended to govern the size of the 
medal, but merely to give' the artist a general idea of the subject by presenting 
to him a group of figures which he might reduce to suit his instructions. 

I agree with you that two and a half inches is sufficiently large. I now 
.enclose another drawing, which I think as correct a view of the commence- 
ment of our attack, August 3d, as can well be given in so small a compass. 
I have a painting of the subject 6 feet long by 4 wide, which I will send to 
the office if you desire it. It has cost me fifty dollars. 

I am, Sir, very respectfully, &c., &c., &c., 

Edward Preble. 

To the Hon. Secretary of the Navy, 

Washington, 



Navy Department, July 20, 1805. 

Sir : — I have received your letter of the loth inst. The drawing which 
you propose sending to the Navy Office will be very acceptable. The subject 
merits perpetuity. 

I am respectfully, Sir, your most obed't servant, 

R. Smith. 
Commodore Edward Preble, Boston. 
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August 15, 1805. 

Dear Sir : — The medal is in hand and by the spring the President will 
have the pleasure of handing it you. It cannot be done in less time, and as 
I wish it to equal any other of its size, 2^ inches, I do not press him. One 
of the three drawings you sent on has been selected. The following are the 
inscriptions. 

Edwardo Preble Duci Strenuo. 
Comitia Americana. 

Vindice Commercii Americani 
Ante Tripoli 
1804. MDCCCIV. 

It shall be superior to anything of the kind ever executed in America. 

Faithfully yours. 
Commodore Preble. George Harrison. 



Portland, October 2%, 1805. 

Sir : — Capt. Bainbridge will send you a drawing of one of our attacks 
on the forts and gunboats of Tripoli ; it is enclosed in a tin case and directed 
to me. You will oblige me by forwarding it to me by the first opportunity, 
either by land or water. I am not acquamted with the size of it. If it is 
small, and you c^in send it by any gentleman to Boston, I wish you to do so, 
but if bulky send it by a packet ; in either case direct it to the care of nny 
brother Eben. Any charges you may be at, I will repay. 

Very respectfully, your obed't servant, 

William Codman, Esq., New York. Edward Preble. 



Navy Department, i jtk May^ 1 806. 

Sir : — In pursuance of the Resolution of Congress of the 3d of March, 
1805, requesting the President of the United States to cause a gold medal to 
be struck, emblematical of the attacks on the town, batteries and naval force 
of Tripoli, by the squadron under your command, and to present it to you in 
such manner as in his opinion would be most honorable to you, the medal 
which will herewith be delivered to you by Lieutenant Jones has been struck. 
You will receive it Sir, as a testimony of your country's estimation of the 
important and honorable services rendered by you, and you will be pleased 
to accept an assurance of the great pleasure I have in the honor of presenting 
it to you. I have the honor to be, with great respect. Sir, 

Your obed't servant. 

Commodore Edward Preble, R. Smith. 

Fortlandy Maine. 



Portland, June 17, 1806. 

Sir : — By Lieut. Jones of the Navy, I had this day the honor to receive 
your official letter of the 1 7th ult., accompanying a gold medal, struck in 
pursuance of a Resolution of Congress of the 3d Marcn, 1805, emblematical 
of the attacks on the town, batteries and naval forces of Tripoli, by the 
squadron under my command. Please to communicate to the President of 
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the United States that I accept with gratitude this honorable testimony of 
the approbation of my country, and I pray you to be assured that I feel truly 
sensible of the very handsome and obliging manner in which it has been 
presented. I have the honor to be, with the highest respect. Sir, 

Your most obed't servant, 
Hon. Robert Smith, ^ Edward Preble. 

Secretary of the Navy, 

March 31, 1807. 

Sir: — Have you had any extra impressions of the Medal for- Commo- 
dore Preble made ? If you have, be pleased to send them to me by the first 
safe opportunity. Very respectfully, &c., 

R. Smith, Sec'y of the Navy, 
George Harrison, Esq., 

Navy Agent, Philadelphia^ Penn. 

April 2,Ay 1807. 

Sir : — I regret that I have it not in my power to comply with your 
request respecting the extra impressions of the medal of Commodore Preble. 
Till late in December, I was promised from time to time, by the coiner, that 
they would have them struck off the first moment of leisure ; that they were 
so pressed by the banks for coin, that they found it impossible to break off. 
In December, or beginning of January, I was called upon by the Director 
to express his regret that the mint, owing to an accident in the great screw, 
could not now, without incurring loo great a risk, attempt the striking of the 
medals, and recommended my applying to Mr. Armitage, who has a machine 
of some force. In consequence I applied, and handed him over the dies to 
^ make the attempt, and ere this I expected to have received his specimen, but 
as yet he has not succeeded. 

The screw of the mint is not so much injured but that they can strike 
dollars, and I am inclined to believe their fears are greater than the flaw 
justifies. Should Armitage not succeed, will you permit me to send the dies 
to a friend in Birmingham, England ? I can have the whole executed and 
returifed previous to the meeting of Congress, and the expense will not be 
greater than if made here. I am, very respectfully, 

Geo. Harrison. 

To the Hon. Secretary of the Navy, 

Washington, D, C, 



April Z, 1807. 

Sir: — I have received your letter of the 3d inst. If you should not be 
able to get the extra impressions of the medal for Com. Preble, made in 
Philadelphia, you may as you have proposed, have them executed in Birming- 
ham. I am, respectfully yours, 

Geo. Harrison, Esq., Rt. Smith. 

Navy Agent, Philadelphia, 

Navy Department, April 8, 1807. 

Sir : — I expected long before this, to have had it in my power to dis- 
tribute a number of extra impressions of the medal given to you by Congress, 
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but in this expectation I have been disappointed. The enclosed copies of 
letters will explain the cause of this delay, and the measures taken to have 
the impressions made. This information I consider as due to your feelings, 
and therefore have given it to you. I am, very respectfully, sir, 

Your most obt servant, Rt. Smith. 
Commodore Edwd. Preble, 

Forilandy Mc. 

XII Congress. No. 98. 2d session. 

Gold Medal Presented to Captain Preble. 

To the House of the Representatives of the United States : 

I transmit to the House of Representatives, a report of the Secretary of 
the Navy, complying with their resolution of the i6th inst. 

James Madison. 
December 2 2^ 1812. 

Navy Department, December 21, 181 2. 

Sir : — On the subject of the resolution of the Honorable the House of 
Representatives of the i6th inst, I have the honor to state, that, in pursuance 
of the resolution of Congress, of the 3d of March, 1805, a gold medal, 
emblematical of the attacks on the town, batteries, and naval force of Tripoli, 
by the squadron under Commodore Preble's command, was presented to 
Commodore Preble in the manner stated in this enclosed letter dated May 
17, 1806. [See page 52, antea^ 

That one month's pay was allowed, exclusively of the common allowance, 
to all the petty officers, seamen, and marines of the squadron, who so glori- 
ously supported the honor of the American flag under the orders of their 
gallant commander in the several attacks. 

That no sword has been presented to either of the commission officers 
or midshipmen, who distinguished themselves in the several attacks, and that 
it is not known to this Department, that there ever was made by Congress, a 
specific appropriation of twenty thousand dollars for the purpose of carrying 
into effect the resolution referred to. % 

With respect to that part of the resolution which " requests the President 
to cause a sword to be presented to each of the commissioned officers and 
midshipmen who distinguished themselves," it is presumed the President saw 
what to his mind appeared difficulties of great delicacy, from the peculiar 
language of the resolution. By the resolution he was requested to present 
swords to such only as had distinguished themselves, and all having been 
represented to him as having acted gloriously, he could not in justice, draw 
with precision a line of discrimination. He felt, it is to be presumed, a 
repugnance to the making of a selection which, by implication, would neces- 
sarily have cast an unmerited reproach upon all not therein included. A 
degradation of that kind might have greatly injured the service, and could 
not possibly have been grateful to the honorable feelings of the favored 
officers. 

I have the honor to be with the greatest respect, sir, 

Your most obedient servant, Paul Hamilton. 
The President. 
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A Statement, showing the dates when the payments appear to have been 
made on account of the medal presented to Commodore Preble, in pursuance 
of the Resolutions of Congress of the 3d March, 1805. 

1805, July 29, $15 00 

1806, April 15, 264 61 

Julys* 15 00 

30, 685 71 



<c 



$980 32 
Navy Department Accountant's Office, 

February 23, 18 13. 

Thomas Turner, Accountant 



DEVICES ON COINS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The subject of the mint^ has occupied the attention of the citizens 
considerably, and the majority dislike the figure of Liberty being struck on 
the coins, in preference to the head of the President of the United States. 

The first words in the Constitution of the United States are, " We^ the 
people^ &cr Now, who, say they, is the representative of the sovereignty of the 
people? The President chosen by them, most assuredly is the answer. If, 
therefore, the coinage is to bear the impression of the sovereignty of the 
people, his figure ought to be adopted. 

Silver and gold cssinoi be signed like a bank bill, therefore the stamp of 
publick authority ought to be made on the coin, as a warranty of the weight 
and purity of the pieces, otherwise they will not pass freely from hand to 
hknd, without weighing or assaying, which will be very troublesome. Whose 
stamp so proper to attest this as the Chief Magistrate of that nation whose 
coin it is? /. 215. 

In the debate in Congress, on the Mint bill, the motion for striking the 
President's head upon the coin, was warmly opposed by a certain gentleman, 
in a very lengthy speech, as favouring monarchial principles. A gentleman 
from this State rose and said, he perceived the same objection might be made 
to the Eagle on the reverse of the coin : he thought it would be best to 
substitute a more harmless and less monarchial bird, and begged leave to 
recommend a Goose, p. 216. 

The Apollo. Boston : 1792. Cited mHist. Mag, Vol, j^p, 14. New Series. Morrisania^ N, Y, 1870. 

You are aware that the Act instituting the Mint, April 2, 1792, required, 
on the coin, simply "an impression emblematical of Liberty." These very 
general terms seem to give a large " liberty " of device, but, in truth, nothing 
is harder than to get up a suitable emblem. It has, therefore, been a matter 
of debate, from that day to this. 

It is well known that Washington objected to placing his efiigy on the 
coin; and the prevailing opinion has always concurred with him, in that 
matter. 

Jas. Pollock, Director. 
U. S. Mint, Phila. 

Hist Mag, Vol, 7, 1870,/. 14, New Series. 
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CROWNS OF OLIVER CROMWELL. 

" I HAVE also been informed, by my very ingenious friend Mr. George 
Vertue, who has examined all the works of Simon with the exactness of an 
artist, and from whom we may expect an accurate account of the same, when 
he shall have leisure to publish the curious collections he has made upon 
that subject, that he has observed half crowns of this sort, [a supposed coinage 
of 1656,] where the last figure of the date had been altered from a 6 to an 8 
upon the die : which would lead one to conjecture, that those dies, tho' 
prepared in 1656, were not really issued before the year 1658, and after the 
second solemn inauguration of the protector, which was on the 26lh of May, 
1657." — Folkes Coins^p. 99. London. 1745. 

A crown, one of the earliest impressions, in our possession, bears a 
slight appearance of an alteration, in the die, in the figure 8, which is much 
smaller than the other figures. We would like to know if collectors having 
the crown and half crown can discover any evidence of alteration in their 
pieces. Was the expected work of Mr. George Vertue ever published ? 



ORIGIN OF THE DOLLAR MARK. 

The origin of the United States dollar mark {$) has been ascribed to 
several sources. By some it is supposed to represent the C written upon the 
Sy denoting U. S. (United States). Some think it is a modification of the 
figure 8, having reference to 8 reals, or pieces of eight, as the dollar was 
formerly called; others, that it represents the "Pillars of Hercules," which 
were stamped on the Pillar Dollar ; and others, still, that it is a combinati6n 
of the initials P and S., from the Spanish Peso Duro, signifying Hard Dollar. 
As it is used in Portugal to note the thousands' place, it is probable that it 
originated in that country; a mil-reis, or thousand reis, is written thus, i$ooo. 
Some interesting notes on this subject are to be found in the Historical 
Magazine, vol. i, First Series , pages 186, 187, 245 and 281. 

After the preceding note was handed to us, it brought to mind the 
following communication relating to the same subje6l, written some time ago 
by an esteemed friend and correspondent of the Journal. 

ti # # # ^g |.Q thg ^ mark, and the origin of the name dollar. For the 
first, it needs but few words to sa)', that the dollar mark is simply the plural 
of "pieces of eight"; i. e. so many eights ; just as £ is the plural of libra. 
For the other, the origin is traced to the mining region of Joachims-thal, or 
Joachim's dale, in Austria. A large silver coin Began to be struck about the 
year 1521, from silver taken from that mine; it was from that circumstance 
called a thal-er; (pronounced very nearly as taller^ Germany and Spain 
being then one great monarchy, the name was easily carried to the large 
silver coin of Spain, which the scholars of that day latinized into thaUrus 
regius, royal dollar. The word was afterwards turned into tallaro in Venice, 
daelder in Holland, daler in Denmark, &c. (See Becher's work on Austrian 
moneys, — Oesterreichische MumwesenyVi^nnz^ 1838.) D. 
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PURLOINERS OF COINS. 

The following extracts from letters received by a collector of coins, 
describe an amusing incident in his experience. 

The owner of the Victoria Crown may still find on the little red morocco 
case, the marks of teeth mentioned in the first extract. 

, England, I'jth June^ 1844. 

You no doubt have been anxiously expecting to hear from me for some 
time, and I can assure you I have been quite as anxious to execute the com- 
mission you were kind enough to favor me with. 

I am sorry I have been prevented from remitting you any part of the 
order sooner, but when you are made acquainted with the circumstances of 
the case, you will, I hope, excuse the delay. In the first place I had pro- 
cured for vou some very rare and desirable coins from the Duke of Devon- 
shire s collection recently sold, such as the three coins of Lord Baltimore, 
the dollar of Charles II. and parts to the 1-16 ; the 2-3 dollar of Mary and 
Henry Darnley ; some fine proofs in bronze, and many others to the amount 
of about ;^io worth, all which I had carefully wrapped in cotton, and then in 
soft paper, with the intention of forwarding them by the steamer of the 3d 
inst Having put them all in a little box containing silver plate, for the sake 
of security during the night, it was deposited in a vault which we use for that 
purpose, but on taking out the plate next morning, to my great dismay the 
little box containing the coins (which, unfortunately, had no lid,) was empty, 
every coin except one being carried away, as was afterwards proved by rats^ 
no doubt for the sake of the soft paper and cotton wool, to line their nest 
with. As a proof of this, on digging after the rat-hole, two large coins were 
found among some rubbish, but divested both of paper and cotton. These 
were the two-penny piece of George III., and the 60 shilling piece of James II., 
which are now sent to you. The medal which was not carried off, was the 
coronation one of Victoria,* which would have shared the same fate, but the 
little morocco box in which it was placed protected it ; the teeth marks, how- 
ever, upon it, show what they would have liked to do with it also. Although 
two men have been employed ever since in searching after them, no other 
trace of them has, up to the present moment, been discovered, so that I have 
began to despair of ever seeing them again. Possibly, at some future time, 
the discovery of such a miscellaneous hoard will give rise to a learned disser- 
tation on the subject; at all events it will be worth recording in the Numis- 
matic Chronicle as a caution to other collectors. You may be sure that this 
affair has caused me much grief, as, independently of the pecuniary loss, it 
may be some time before I have the opportunity of possessing the same coins 
again. By the kindness of a friend I am enabled to supply the place of the 
three coins of Lord Baltimore at a less price than those lost could have been 
afforded at. 



-, August 2t/, 1 844. 



I am sorry a few of the coins sent did not meet approval, but, owing to 
the unfortunate circumstance of the loss mentioned in my last, it prevented 
me from sending coins which might have been more acceptable. I am very 

♦ This was the Florin Crown. 
VOL. vi. 8 
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happy, however, to inform you that after digging for some time in different 
parts, we at last came to the nest and found all that we lost with the exception 
of the Barbadoes penny and. J penny, so that I shall now be able to forward 
them to you. 



To H. D., Boston^ Mass. 



COLLECTION OF MR. J. A. NEXSEN. 

Prices of a portion of the Collection of J. A. Nexsen, sold by Bangs, 
Merwin & Co., New York, October 5th and 6th, 1871. 

Dollars, 1794, poor, $10.50; 1796, good, 2.75; 1798, fair, 4.00 ; do., not equal to last, 2.25 ; do., 

large eagle, good, 2.00 ; 1803, very good, 4.00; 1848, very good, 2.00; 1852, uncirculated, 350: 1853, 

very fine, 3.00 ; 1854, fair, 3.25 ; 1855, uncirculated, 3.00 ; 1056, do., 2.50; 1857, very good, 2.25 ; 1S58, 

proofs ^.00 \ 1 86 1, very good, 2.00 ; 1862, do., 2.25 ; 1864, do., 2.00; 1871, very fine, 2.00; Proof Sets, 

1863 to 1867, 3.50 to 3.25 each. 

Half Dollars, 1801, fair, $1.50; 1802, good, 2.25 ; 1803, fair, 1.13 ; 1807, head to left, good, 2.50 ; 
1814, fine, 1.50; 1815, very good, 2.00; 1823, fine, 1.13; 1839, liberty seated, uncirculated, 1.13 ; 1841, 
N. O. Mint, 2.13 ; 1851, fair, i.io; Quarter dollar, 1796, fair, 2.00; Dime, do., 1.13; Half dime, I794t 
fair, 2.25; 1796, do., do., 2.00; 1797, do., good, 75 cents ; Cents, 1793, liberty cap, fair, 4.00; do., 
wreath, 3.00 ; 1795, Jefferson head, fair, 7.50 ; 1796, liberty cap, very good, 4.25 ; 1799, date good, 4.50 ; 
1804, poor, 2.25 ; 1810, over 1800, fine, 7.00 ; 181 1, fine, 2.25 ; 1826, uncirculated, 1.50; 1S27, do., 1.38 ; 
1829, do., 2.25 ; 1831 and 1832, clo., i.oo each ; r835, do., 1.63; 1836, do., 2.00; 1837, do., i.oo; 1841, 
do., 1.63; 1842, do., 1.25; 1844, do., 1.50; 1845, do., 1.75 ; 1857, proof, 2.25 ; Half Cents, 1793, very 
good, 4.50; 1795, do., 2.50; 1802, fair, i.oo ; 1803, fair, 1.13; 181 1, good, 2.00; 1833, proof, 1.13 ; 183s, 
proof, I. 25. 

Pine Tree Shilling, 1652, fine, $6.25 ; Sixpence, do., good, 3.25 ; Threepence, do., fine but punched, 
2.75 ; Oak Tree Twopence, 1662, fine, 5.25 ; Rosa Americana Penny, i.oo ; do., farthing, 1.63; Colonies 
Francois, 1767, 75c.; do., two L*s crossed, 85c. ; Massachusetts Half Cent, 1787, uncirculated, 2.25 ; 
1788, do., very good, i.oo ; Nova Eborac. 1787, very fine, 2.13 ; New Jersey, fox type, very good, 1.37 ; 
Kentucky Triangle Cent, very fine, 2.25 ; Georgius Triumpho, fine, 2.00. 

Washington Cent, 1791, small eagle, fine, $8.50; do., large eagle, very fine, 5.50; Washington 
Cent, 1792, fifteen stars over the eagie, unusually good, 35.00. 

Martha Washington Half Dismc, good condition, |ii.oo; Gold Dollar, 1836, liberty cap, proofi 
4.50; 1836, Silver doUar, 5.00 ; 1839, do., 26.00 ; Half dollar, 1838, spread eagle, proof, 5.00 ; do,, 1838, 
flying eagle, proof, 5.00; Set of One, Three and Five Cent pieces, 1868, proofs, (Mint price $9.00,) four 
dollars for the set 

Endish Silver, Pennies, William I., $1.63: Henry I., 1.25; Stephen, 2.13; Henry II., 88c ; 
Richard I., 3.50; John, 1.50; Henry III., 50c.; Edward I., and II., 50c. ; Half Groat, Edward, 1.75 ; 
Henry IV., Groat, 1.13 ; Henry V., do., 1.75 ; Richard III., do., 4.00 ; Edward VI., Crown, 6.00; Half 
do., 3.50 ; Elizabeth, do., 9.00; Half do., 4.75 ; James I., do., 7.00; Half do., 2.50 ; Charles I., do., 5.50 ; 
Commonwealth, do., 6.00 ; Half do., 5.50 ; Cromwell, do., 9.50 ; half do., pierced, 5.00 ; James II., do^ 
4.7$ ; Half do., 3.50 ; William and Mary, do., 4.00; Half do., 2.00 ; George III., Mudie Pattern Crown, 
8.50 ; William IV., Proof Crown, 25.00 ; Victoria Gothic Crown, proof, 5.00 ; Scotch Dollar, Mary, and 
Henry Darnly, 1566, fine, 6.25 ; James VI., 1567, Sword Dollar, 3.50. 

Greek Tetradrachms, Athens, fine, $3.00 ; Syracuse, fine, 7.00 ; another. 5.00 ; Macedonia, fine, 
6.00 ; Gonatus, fine, 6.50; Philip II., fine, 3.50 ; Alexander, 2.C0 ; Philip III., fine, 4.25 ; Ptolemy, fine, 
4.00; Lysimachus, fine, 5.50; Antiochus I., fine, 4.25 ; Antiochus IV., fine, 7.00; Antiochus VII., good, 
375; Antiochus VIII., fine, 3.25 ; Philip I., good, 3.25; Leontiuni, fine, 5.00; Athens, fine, 2.75; 
Philip II., fine, 2.50 ; Alexander Balas, fine, 4.50. 

Roman, Large Brass, Sixty pieces, the more common sold from 25 cents to $1.00. Antonia, fine, 
3.75 ; Claudius, good, 3.25 ; Didius Julianus, fine, 6.50 ; Clodius Alblnus, do., 2.25 ; Macrinus, 3.50 ; 
Barbia Orbiana, fine, 3.25 ; Small Brass, from 20 cents to 3.75. 

Roman Silver Denarii. Julius Caesar, fine, $6.00 ; Tiberius, fine, 2.75 ; Clodius Albinus, fine, 4.00 ; 
Otho, fine, 1.75 ; Pupienus, fine, 1.75 ; Some seventy other, 20 cents to 1.50 each. 

Set of Bronze Presidential Medals. John Adams, $4.75 ; the others, fourteen, from i.i3to 1.75 
each; Bronze Medal, Alexander Hamilton, size 31, 7.00; Libertas Americana, 3.50; Kane Medal, size 
51, 3.00; Webster, size 49, 2.50 ; Clay, size 48, 3.00. 

U. S. Gold. Eagle, 1795, fine, $17.00; Half do., fine, 7.00; Quarter do., 1796, with stars, 9.50; 
do., without stars, 7.00; Three Dollar piece, 1854, 4.00; Half Eagle, 1866, 5.50; California Dollar, 
with eagle, octagon, 2.50. 

Ferdinand and Isabella, gold, Double Ducat, fine, $26.00. 






I 
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ELLIOTT NUMISMATIC COLLECTION. 

A Sale of Coins and Medals took place at George A. Leavitt & Co's, 
New York, on the 5th and 6th of September last. We give the prices of the 
most desirable pieces. 

Greek Tetradrachms of Athens, Syracuse and Thasus, $2.38 to 4.50 each ; six other Greek silver, 
i.cx> to 1.75 each ; Antiochus IV., fine, 7.00 ; Antiochus VII., 5.00 ; Ptolemy, 3.00 ; two of Alexander, 
5.00. Roman JEs, copper, vtry fine, 6.38 ; thirty Roman silver, 25 cents to 2.00 each ; Bronze Medals, 
Com. Ingraham, size 64, 2.63; Gen. Scott, size 56, 1.88 ; U. S. Assay, size 21, 1861, 1.30; Rouget De 
Lisle, size 34, 2.35 ; Najwlcon, size 26, 2.00 ; Attack on the Bastile, size 30, 1.38. 

United States Silver, Dollars, 1794, $438; 1795, 2.25 ; another, 2.75 ; do., 3.75 ; do., 2.00; 1798, 
2.75; 1800,2.13; J8o2, 2.25; 1844, 2.00; 1846, 2.00; 1848, 2.00; 1850, 2.15; 1853,3.88; 1854,3.13; 
^^55» 300, the last nine uncirculated, or fine ; proof sets, 1858, 900; 1859 to 187 1, 3.00 to 5.00 each ; 
half dollars, 1794, 1.13 ; 1795, 1.50; do., 1.13; 1707, good, 8.00; 1802, 2.50; 1803, 1.50; 1804, 1.88; 
1805, 1.25 ; 18 r 5, 2.00 ; 1830, proof, 2.13 j quarter clollars, 1796, 1.63 ; two 1819, 1.13 each ; 1827, proof, 
70.00 ; 1853, without arrows, i.oo. 

Washington Pieces ; Eccleston's Medal, very fine, $10.00 ; Masonic [Funeral] Medal, "Skull and 
Cross Bones," proof, 10.00 ; Funeral Medal, very fine, 9.50 ; Washington Cent, or Half Dollar, copper, 
size 21, very fine, 4500 ; do., obverse very poor, 8.00. 

U. S. Cents : 1793, $2.00 ; 1795, fine, 2.00 ; 1799, " might be called fine," 10.00 ; 1802, uncirculated, 
7.50 ; 1803, do., 6.00 ; 1807, do., 5.50 ; 1809, very fine, 3.85 ; 1817, proof, 5.50 ; 1843 and 1844, uncircu- 
lated, 2.O0 each. 

U. S. Pattern Pieces: 1836. Dollar, $3.00; 1838, Hilf Dollar, head of Liberty: rev. Half Dollar, 
proof, 8.00 ; another, cracked die, 3.75 ; 1866, proof dollar in copper, 4.00 ; 1869, Pattern Set of nine 
pieces, silver, 8.50 ; 1869, same as the last, in copper, 17.50 ; 1870, same as last, except date, 8.50. 

Half Cents : 1793, good, $2.00; 1831, proof, 5.00 ; 1840, proof, 12.00; 1841, do., 11.00 ; 1842, do., 
30.00 ; 1843, 44* 45 ^"^ 4^» ^^M 10.00 each ; 1847, do., 30.00 ; 1848, do., 10.00 ; 1849, 3.00. 

Massachusetts Two Pence, oak tree, $3.50; Wood's English Half Pennv, 1722, proof, 4.00; Rosa 
Americana, Penny, crowned rose, 2.75 ; Half Penny, do., 1.63 ; U. S. A. Bar Cent, 3.50; Massachusetts 
Half Cents, 1787 and 1788, uncirculated, 2.60 each ; Kentucky Cent, proof, 4.00 ; Baltimore Town Piece, 
silver, good, 12.00. A large collection of miscellaneous coins and medals brought fair prices. 



MEDALS OF LAFAYETTE. 

The following Medals in the Collection of Mr. M. A. Stickney, of Salem, 
differ from those given on pages i to 4, and p. 30 of this Volume. 

XXXL LAFAiETTE G''*- EN CHEF; bust of Lafayette in citizen's dress, 
facing the right. Rev. liberte ordre public, in three lines, within a circle 
of words, viz : garde nationale * * * Silver, size 8. 

XXXII. 1789. 1830; bust of Lafayette in uniform, facing the left; 
below, Pingret. Rev. garde nat^? * liberte ordre public * In the field, 
Paris Banquet Offert au ge neral lafayette par la 10** legion 16 sep- 
tembre 1830, in seven lines, on what looks like a suspended bomb shell. 
Bronze, size 18 J. 

XXXIII. GENERAL LAFAYETTE; bust of Lafayette in citizen's dress, 
facing the right. Rev. aux intrepides citoyens de paris in a circle. Belov/, 
DES 27 1829 J (curved), barricad 1830 in two lines. In the field, a barri- 
cade of trunks of trees and rocks, on which is planted their flag, and the 
branch of a tree on which appears a wreath, or ring. Bronze, size 19. 

XXXIV. GENERAL LAFAYETTE : bust of Lafayette in citizen's dress, 
facing the right. Rev. lafayette, born Sep' 6, 1757. died may 20, 1834, 

IN the 77 YEAR of HIS AGE. THE HERO OF TWO HEMISPHERES. THE 
GENEROUS, NOBLE-MINDED, LIBERAL PHILANTHROPIST, THE BRAVE AND CHIVAL- 
ROUS SOLDIER AND SINGLE-HEARTED PATRIOT, in ten lines across the field. 
Lead, size 32. 
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ANCIENT MEDALS AIDS TO ART. 

As we find on Medals the plans of several buildings that are now 
demolished, we see on them, too, the models of many ancient Statues that 
are now lost There are several Reverses which are owned to be the repre- 
sentations of antique figures, and I question not but there are many others 
that were formed on the like models, though at present they lie under no 
suspicion of it. The Hercules Farnese, the Venus of Medicis, the Apollo in 
the Belvidera^ and the famous Marcus Aurelius on horseback, which are, 
perhaps, the four most beautiful Statues extant, make their appearance, all of 
them, on ancient Medals, though the figures that represent them were never 
thought to be the copies of Statues till the Statues themselves were discov- 
ered. There is no question, I think, but the same reflection may extend 
itself to antique Pictures ; for I doubt not but in the designs of several 
Greek Medals in particular, one might often see the hand of an Apelles or Pro- 
togeneSy were we as well acquainted with their works as we are with Titian s or 
Vandykes. I might here make a much greater show of the usefulness of 
Medals, if I would take the method of others, and prove to you that all arts 
and sciences receive a considerable illustration from this study. I must, 
however, tell you, that Medals and the Civil Law, as we are assured by those 
who are well read in both, give a considerable light to each other, and that 
several old Coins are like so many maps for explaining of the ancient Geog- 
raphy. But, besides the more solid parts of learning, there are several little 
intimations to be met with on Medals that are very pleasant to such as are 
conversant in this kind of study. Should Itell you gravely, that without the 
help of Coins we should never have known which was the first of the Empe- 
rors that wore a beard, or rode in stirrups, I might turn my science into 
ridicule. Yet it is certain there are a thousand little impertinences of this 
nature that are very gratifying to curiosity. — Addison, on Ancient Medals. 



OWED TO MONEY. 



Of dollars wc*re dreaming, for dollars striving, 

The only object of worth in life ; 
The mind of man, for his greed contriving, 

Dares the encounter of every strife. 

The silvery stream all mankind follow, 

Wherever its meanderings run, 
Whose course is lit by the shining dollar, 

Brighter and warmer than the noonday sun. 

£ver3nvhere is this dollar gleaming, 

Everywhere in church or mart, 
And like bright rays of sunshine streaming 

Through every chink of the human heart 

By rail-car crashing, iiirious dashing, 
Husbands struck from the roll of life ; 

A law-suit follows — ten thousand dollars 
Consoles the inconsolable wife. 



Dollars ! Dollars ! thi song, the story, 
The genius of man has e'er sung or said ; 

Old painters, with just ideas of dory, 
Drew golden hoops round each holy head. 

O, money, money 1 all men adore thee, 
An altar thou hast in every heart ; 

E'en virtue's power must fail before thee, 
In robbing woe of its keenest smart. 

Henceforward money be my endeavor ; 

Shut eyes and heart to all beside ! 
Gold to my process shall prove the lever, 

And silver dollars be deified. 

Hurra for money ! old virtues vanish, — 
Friendship and love that once controlled, — 

Such common stars the world must banish. 
Whose guiding star is a star of gold. 

1853. B, P. Skillaber. 
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MOTTOS AND LEGENDS ON ENGLISH COINS. 

Carolus a Carolo. Charles from Charles. 

Caroli Fortuna Resurgam. I will restore the fortunes of Charles. 
Christo Auspice Regno. I reign under the auspices of Christ 
CoLONiARUM BRiTANNiiE MoNETA. Money of the British Colonies. 
Crescite Et Multiplicamini. Increase and be multiplied. 
CuLTcJbES Suos Deus Protegit. God protects his worshippers. 
Decus Et Tutamen. Ornament and Defence. 

DiLIGITE luSTITIAM. Love JusticC. 

Florent Concordia Regna. Kingdoms flourish by concord. 

JusTiTiA Thronum Firmat. Justicc strengthens the throne. 

Pax Missa Per Orbem. Peace established throughout the world. 

Pax QuiCRiTUR Bello. Peace is sought by war. 

Posui Deum Adjutorem Meum. I have made God my helper. 

QuATUOR Maria Vindico. I claim the four Seas. 

Rosa Sine Spina. The rose without a thorn. 

Sans Changer. Without Changing. 

Sit Nomen Domini Benedictum. Blessed be the name of the Lord. 

Timor Domini Fons Yitm. The fear of the Lord is the fountain of life. 

Veritas Temporis Filia Truth the daughter of Time. 



A DESCRIPTION OF THE ROSE NOBLE OF EDWARD III. 

According to a judicious antiquarian, Stephen Martin Leake, Esq., 
Garter King of Arms, the noble of Edward III. represents him as Sovereign 
of the Seas, standing triumphantly in a ship completely armed, the crown 
upon his head, a naked sword in his right hand and a shield in his left, 
whereon, as asserting his Title to France, he quartered the arms of that king- 
dom (being semee de lys) in the first quarter with the arms of England. The 
first instance of quartering arms by the Kings of England, either upon their 
seals or coins, and likewise the first money whereon the arms of England 
appears, viz.: three lions passant guardant — was coined to assert King 
Edward s Dominion of the Seas, and Title to France, and to commemorate 
his great and glorious Naval Victory over the French Fleet, in 1340, the 
greatest that ever was obtained at sea before by the English, and the first 
where a King of England had commanded in person, wherein the French 
are said to have lost 30,000 men. An action worthy the Monarch of the 
Seas, and to be transmitted down to us, after the Roman manner, upon the 
best gold money ; so that this coin may be truly called a nodU, as well for its 
beauty and value, as the subject it commemorates, and, indeed, may be 
esteemed a medal as well as a coin. The three Lions passant guardant, some 
will have are Leopards, and what is most extraordinary, they are frequently 
so called in our Acts of Parliament, and other public acts. But, besides 
these, there is no such creature in nature as a Leopard, ex Leana & Pardo, 
the term Leoparde relates only to the guardant posture, which can no way 
alter the property, and in that posture principally consists the majesty of 
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the Lion, and from this bearing it was, that our king Richard the First had 
the nickname of Cor Leonzs. So that the notion of Leopards arose from the 
indiscriminate use of the French term Leoparde; for at the same time it was 
apparent, what they called Leopards were true Lions; which, though the 
French will not admit in terms of blazon, they have often experienced to 
their cost. 

As these nobles bear the arms of France, they have the Titl^of France, 
EDWARD. DEI GRA. REX ANGL. & FRANC. INS. HYB., but upon the Great Seal the 
title of France is placed first, agreeably to the bearing of the arms; whereas 
before, his titles were Rex. AngL Ins. Hyb. & Aquit. the title of Aquitaine 
being now immerged in that of France. Upon the sides of the ship, towards 
the bottom, are two spikes standing out, and above them is a row of three 
Lions of Englandy and four Fleur de Lis^ viz : a Fleur de Lis and a Lion 
alternately. Reverse, a tross Flory, with a Fleur de Lis at the point, a Lion 
of Englaftd und^r a crown in each quarter, and the letter e. within a small 
Rose in the centre, all within a compartment, called a Rose of eight Parts or 
Leaves, or as Mr. Evelyn calls them, eight Goderoons ; circumscribed with 
this Legend in old English characters, hic. autem. transiens. per. mediv. 
ILLORUM. IBAT. which our Alchymists profoundly expound, that as ^esus 
passed invisible in most secret manner, by the middest of the Pharisees 
Xjohn viii. 59), so that gold was made by invisible and secret art alchymical 
oi Raymond Leulby \Vi the Tower. But others say, that Text was only an 
Amulet, used in that credulous age to escape dangers, superstitiously applying 
words of the Gospel, to make the bearers invulnerable. This last conjecture 
seems most probable, and the occasion of it, no doubt, sprung from the won- 
derful preservation of the King, who, by the invisible hand of Providence, 
passed unhurt through the midst of his enemies, in that extraordinary sea 
fight, which this noble coin was intended to commemorate. — Entick's Naval 
History y i757* G. h. p. 



STATE CURRENCIES. 

The money of this country before the adoption of the decimal currency 
by Congress, in 1786, was in the denomination of pounds, shillings and 
pence. The Colonial notes which were then in circulation, had depreciated 
in value, and the number of shillings equivalent to a dollar at that time, have 
regulated until now, the value of a shilling in the different States. In the 
New England States, and in Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Mississippi, Mis- 
souri, Tennessee, Virginia, and West Virginia, the dollar in popular use is 
six shillings, and the shilling is 16 2-3 cents. In New York, North Carolina, 
Ohio, and Michigan, the dollar is eight shillings, and the shilling is 12 1-2 
cents. In Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware and Maryland, the dollar is 
seven shillings and sixpence, and the shilling is 13 1-3 cents. In Georgia 
and South Carolina, the dollar is four shillings and eight pence, and the 
shilling is 21 3-7 cents. The terms shilling and /fenny are going out of pop- 
ular use, and are heard but little in the shops at the present day. - g. 
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AN EARLY BOSTON MEDAL. 

See pages -y^'^^ and '^^, October Number, John M. Pintard, mentioned in 
connection with the above medal, was a merchant at the Island of Madeira. 
He was appointed Consul of the United States, at that Port, June 7th, 1790, 
and was succeeded by Mr. M. Lamar, in 1803. 

We have found in our Collection of Autograph Letters, the following, 
addressed to a distinguished merchant of Salem, Mass. c. 

Madeira, \']th December, 1791. 
Elias H. Derby, Esq., Salem : 

Sir : — This serves to hand you a state of our markets at present for the 
produce of your country, which you will observe is very favorable for Beef, 
Pork and Codfish, a cargo or two of which would arrive to a great market. 
The first ought to be here' by the last of February, and the Beef and Pork 
by the ist of April. We have had no Horses imported here for these twelve 
months. A cargo or two of about 14 or 18 in each cargo, would arrive to a 
good market. Should you think proper to speculate this way, and choose to 
intrust your business to me, you may rely on my utmost exertions to render 
you pleasing sales. I am, with respect, Sir, your most 

obedient and very humble servant, 

John M. Pintard. 



THE SILVER MINT OF JAPAN. 

At the silver mint at Ycddo, ihe following processes are continually 
going on: — A lump of silver of the necessary fineness, obtained either from 
the Government mines or by melting down Mexican dollars, is placed in an 
iron ladle, and reduced to a molten state by means of a charcoal fire and a 
pair of blacksmith's bellows. It is then poured into a mould, from which it 
is taken out in the shape of thin rectangular bars, which are immediately 
thrown into a tub of cold water. On being taken out, a man seated on the 
ground shears oflf with a pair of large fixed scissors, all jagged pieces 
adhering to the angles. They are now handed to another man, who weighs 
them one by one, and a piece is cut off, if necessary, to reduce the bar to its 
proper weight. The next process is that of dividing the bar by a fixed pair 
of shears, into eight equal portions of the size of itzebus ; this is done by a 
workman cutting it as accurately as his practiced eye will enable him, and his 
work is tested by weighing, light pieces being*rejected, and' the heavy ones ' 
reduced to their proper weight by the scissors. The pieces are now heated 
white-hot in a charcoal fire, plunged into water, boiled, and washed in a kind 
of brine, from which they come out with a moderately bright surface. They 
are next very slightly milled on the two sides, and more deeply on the edges, 
by means of a milled hammer. They are now ready for stamping. A man 
places one of the pieces on a stationary die, and lays on the top the other 
die : a second man, armed with a huge hammer, gives one blow on the upper 
die, and the coin is struck. The blows are dealt in rapid succession, and the 
whole scene reminds one of a blacksmith's shop. Boys now punch small 
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stars on the edges by means of chisels and hammers. The coins are weighed 
one by one for the last time, and the light ones rejected. The imperial 
stamp is added by means of another stamped chisel and mallet, and the coins 
are complete. They are rolled up in paper packets of lOo; each packet is 
weighed and marked with a seal, which serves as a guarantee of its contents, 
and gives it currency as lOO itzebus. 

While every operation is performed in this primitive manner, perfect order 
prevails in the establishment; every man goes through his portion of the 
work in silence and with the regularity of clock-work, and many evince con- 
siderable skill. There are about three hundred hands employed in the build- 
ing. When the men enter in the morning they are made to divest them- 
selves of their own clothes, and put on others belonging to the mint. At the 
end of the day's work a gong sounds, when the somewhat curious spectacle is 
presented of three hundred men springing from the ground on which they 
had been seated, throwing off their clothes, and rushing, a naked throng, to 
one end of a yard. Here they pass through the following ordeal in order to 
prove that they have no silver on them : Their back hair is pulled down and 
examined, they wash their hands and hold them up to view, they drink water 
and then holloa, and, lastly, they run to the other end of the yard, clearing 
two or three hurdles on their way; rfter which performance they are allowed 
to put on their own clothes and depart 



THE FIRST ENGLISH CROWNS AND HALF CROWNS. 

In 1 55 1, Edward VI., crowns and half crowns were first coined. The 
crown bears on the obverse a figure of the king on horseback, the horse 
capering ; Legend, edward : vi : d : g : agl : fra' : z : hibe' : rex : y. The 
king is in armor and the horse covered with rich housings. Mint mark y, 
for Sir John Yorke, master of the mint at Southwark. Reverse, The Royal 
arms and cross flmry ; legend, posvi: devm: adivtore': mev: y: The 
half crowns are of the same type except that the titles are abbreviated ; 
some bear the mint mark of a Ton, for Throgmorton, master of the mint at 
the Tower. Many collectors commence an English series with the crowns 
of this reign and date. Crowns bring from four to eight dollars, the half 
crowns from three to six dollars according to their condition. c. 



COIN BURIED IJV THE ENGLISH AT TANGIER. 

After holding it for twenty years at great expense, in 1683, Tangier 
was abandoned by the English, and their works there destroyed. The Mole 
was drilled in several places and blown up by piecemeal : the rubbish of the 
town, thrown into the harbor to fill it up, and so effectually ruin it, that it 
never can be made a port again. " By the King's direction there were buried 
among the ruins of the Place a good number of milled crown pieces, of His 
Majesty's coin, which may, perhaps, many centuries hence, when other 
memory of it is lost, declare to succeeding ages, that this place was once 
a member of the British Empire." — Burchett's Naval History^ 1720, p. 405. 
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TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES. 

BOSTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 

September 7. — Pursuant to adjournment from the July meeting, the 
Society met at the usual hour. In the absence of the Secretary, Dr. S. A. 
Green was chosen to perform his duties. After the usual business of the 
Society was transacted, Mr. Crosby exhibited several fine specimens of U. S. 
cents, five of 181 7, varieties; one of 181 8, and three of 181 9; also a rare 
piece in copper, size 12, having on the obverse a head of Liberty, with 
thirteen stars. Rev. United States of America, One Cent. This piece was 
considered quite rare. Dr. Green showed four cents of 181 7, one variety 
being different from those exhibited by Mr. Crosby. 

A photograph of the Seal of the Colony of Virginia, under Governor 
Fauquier, 1 758-1 767, George III, was received from Mr. Wynne, of Rich- 
mond, Virginia. 

Captain George H. Preble, U. S. Navy, presented a copy in manuscript 
of the correspondence relating to the medal given to Commodore Edward 
Preble, by Congress, with an engraving of the medal having a representation 
of the capture of Tripoli, in 1804. The thanks of the Society were voted to 
Mr. Wj'nne and Capt. Preble for the gifts. 

Adjourned. Samuel A. Green, Sec. pro tern. 

Thursday, October 5. — The regular monthly meeting was held at 4 P. M. 
Mr. J. Robinson was elected Secretary /rt? tern. The President, Mr. Colburn, 
read a letter from Mr. Appleton, Secretary of the Society, dated Interlaken, 
Switzerland, Sept. 14, 1871. From a sale in London, he had obtained the 
United States Half Dollars of 1796 and 1797, in fine condition; the Wash- 
ington Half Dollar, in copper, in fine order ; the scarce piece known as the 
British Settlement in Kentucky, with the Rev. Canada, &c., in copper; the 
Continental currency, in brass; and the ''New Yorke'' Token, which has 
been sold at a high price in the coin sales. 

Letters were received from Thomas H. Wynne, of Richmond, Virginia, 
accepting Corresponding Membership. Mr. Slafter showed several medals, 
among them was the Norwalk, Conn., Memorial Medal ; one of Haverford 
College, Penn. ; and one struck on the public reception of President Johnson, 
in New York City, on the 29th of August, 1866. 

Mr. Crosby exhibited United States cents of 1820, '21, '22 and '23; 
also some impressions of N. E. money. Dr. Green showed cents of the 
dates of 1820 to 1823 inclusive. After hearing the remarks of several of the 
members in relation to the genuineness of certain coins represented to be of 
N. E. and Pine tree coinage, and which are soon to be offered at public sale, 
the Society adjourned. 

John Robinson, Sec. pro tern. 

Thursday, November 2. — The monthly meeting of the Society was held 
this P. M. The President showed a collection of gold and silver coins and 
medals belonging to General W. F. Bartlett, of Pittsfield, Mass. Among 
them was a beautiful gold medal of General Bolivar. Obv. Simon Bolivar 
Lib' D Colomb. Y Del Peru. Bust, in uniform, to right. Rev. El Cuzco 
A Su Libertador, 1825. Ruins of a temple, &c. Size 26. It is said that 

VOL. VL O 



66 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. [jANUAitY, 

but two of the above were struck in gold ; this was purchased by a gentleman 
in Lima, about twenty years since. Another was of Ferdinand VII, in gold. 
Obv. Ferdinando. VII. Hisp. Et Ind. RAP. 1808. a Lion rampant having 
a double headed Eagle, with a falling Crown, prostrate before him. Rev. 
Optimo. Princ. Publice. Fidelit. Jurat, ^Arms, &c. Size 24. The silver 
medals and coins were mostly those of Mexico, Peru, Chili and Bolivia. 

Mr. Seavey exhibited the U. S. Coinage of quarter dollars, dimes and 
half dimes from 1820 to 1827; the proof of the last named was brilliant, the 
others were mostly proofs; also half eagles from 1820 to 1827 inclusive, and 
the quarter eagles of 182 1, '24, '25, '26 and '27, in very fine condition. Mr. 
Crosby showed fine specimens of cents of 1820, 1821 and 1822; of 1823, 
two varieties ; of 1824, two; of 1825, three; of 1826, five; of 1827, three, 
mostly in fine condition. Mr. Root exhibited five cents of 1820, two varie- 
ties, in fine condition; 2 of 1821 ; 2 of 1822; 1823; 3 of 1824; 2 of 1825 ; 
3 of 1826, and 3 of 1827. Mr. Davenport showed a series of fine cents from 
1816 to 1827 inclusive, including several fine uncirculated ones, which were 
among those returned to the United States Mint from South Carolina, when 
the copper coinage was called in. Dr. Green showed specimens of the 
various dates named above. Adjourned. 

Samuel A. Green, Sec, pro tem^ 

Thursday^ Dec, 7, 1871. The monthly meeting was held this afternoon 
at four o'clock, the President, Mr. Colburn, in the chair. The report of the 
previous meeting was read and accepted. Mr. G. W. Pratt and Dr. S. A. 
Green were appointed a committee to nominate officers for the ensuing year. 
Several of the members were absent, being in attendance at the sale of the 
collection of Dr. Charles Clay, which took place on the 5th, 6th, and 7th of 
this month. 

Mr. Robinson, of Salem, showed a fine collection of cents and half cents 
from 1828 to 1835, inclusive; many of the pieces were uncirculated. They 
came from a collection thrown aside during that period by a farmer in the 
vicinity of Salem, who received them in the ordinary transactions of trade. 

A letter was read from the Secretary, Mr. W. S. Appleton, dated Paris, 
Nov. II, 1871 ; he had procured the coins struck since the. fall of Napoleon 
III., and mentions that the list of medals struck since that event are quite 
numerous. At Venice he added several pieces to his series of the Doges of 
Venice, including one of Marino Faliero, who was beheaded, which is rare. 
At Vienna he obtained the series of coins.lately issued for Roumania under 
Prince Charles of Hohenzollern. He also'wrote as follows : 

" M. Prosper Mailliet, of Brussells, has published a work in two volumes, 
one of text and one of plates, called Catalogue Descriptif des Monnaies Obsi-^ 
dionales et de Necessity He is now engaged on a supplement, which will 
probably be larger than the original work. In the supplement are three 
pieces, described as in the collection of J. J. R. Whaites, an English gentle- 
man living at Bonn, in Germany. This collection was sold at auction in 
Frankfort in August, and these pieces were bought by M. Hamburger, from 
whom I obtained them. The description is in French, which I translate : — 
America, place not named, Piece of eight reals, in silver — Obv. A pole end- 
ing in a ring and two hooks, standing in a sort of box; above a star, and in 
the field AP ee va, in three monograms. Rev. 8 r. — v. a. — 1822. Piece of 
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two reals, same type, the star of the obverse is lower. Rev. 2. instead of 8. 
Reals. Obv. Pole with two hooks between three stars. Rev. of the other, i 
Real. I read the monograms : Provincia de Valencia. The pieces are not 
known as belonging to Valencia in Spain, and are therefore probably of Mexi- 
co, or South America." Adjourned. 

Samuel A. Green, Sec. pro tern. 



NUMISMATIC AND ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY OF MONTREAL. 

The Numismatic and Antiquarian Society of Montreal held its first 
meeting of the season at the Natural History Society rooms, on Wednesday 
evening, when there was a fair attendance of members. A number of anti- 
quities, coins and books were received from kindred societies in the United 
States, as well as from individual members. Some of the members also 
exhibited a number of choice gold and silver coins. Messrs. Sandham and 
Mott laid before the meeting a scheme proposed by them for the publication 
of a monthly journal, to be devoted to Canadian Archaeology and Numisma- 
tics. The opinion of the meeting seemed to favor the publication of such a 
work under the direction of the Society as preferable to that of being a 
private enterprise. The matter was held over for discussion at a future 
meeting. Mr. Mott presented specimens of the Hudson's Bay Co. paper 
money, forwarded to him by Dr. Schultz. 

Dr. Samuel Abbott Green, Rev. Edmund Farwell Slafter and Mr. Francis 
Parkman, of Boston, with J. M. Lemoine, Esq., of Quebec, were elected cor- 
responding members. We are informed that arrangements have been made 
to meet regularly, in the Natural Histoiy Society rooms, and also to place the 
cabinet in the Museum. The Society being regularly incorporated by the 
Quebec Legislature, bids fair to become a permanent institution, and all who 
may possess articles of curiosity, or coins of interest, would do well to remem- 
ber these facts, and make additions to the cabinet, that the public may share 
the pleasure of inspecting the same. — Montreal Daily Witness^ Oct. 2, 1871. 

Montreal^ December 8, 1871. 
Editors of the " American yournal of Numismatics^ 

Owing to a migratory existence during the past season, the Society was 
unable to meet as often as desired; one ot our members, however, has been 
particularly energetic in publishing a History and several Pamphlets relative 
to Canadian numismatology ; but now, having made arrangements with the 
Natural History Society of this city, to meet in their fine building, which 
may be regarded as a permanent resting place, we are stimulated to increased 
efforts for the approaching year, and we trust, by the united action of a few 
of the devoted members of our Society, to furnish you occasionally with 
interesting notes of our doings. 

The past season has been particularly gratifying to us, in our official 
recognition by the Government of the Province of Quebec, in seeking infor- 
mation through our channels, as to the efforts made by the Society for pro- 
curing the archaeological MSS. of the country, and the record to be made of 
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them, and in a more practical form, by the granting to the Society of an 
annual gift of money; small though it be, it will materially assist it in the 
further progress of its work. 

I append a few extracts from the Minute Book. 

COINS, MEDALS. &c, EXHIBITED. 

A, Sandham — some rare Canadian Medals, particularly the " Louisbourg Token." /?. W. 
McLachlan^^ovcit. interesting books. H, Mott — 3 shilling piece of Jersey ; 5 franc piece of the new 
French Republic, 1871 ; A proof Dominion cent, 1858; ic Sarawak; 50c Newfoundland, 1870, and a 
large number of miscellaneous pieces. Gerald E. Hart—\t\^<t\ of Henry VII.; Rial, 1555, Mary 
Queen of Scots ; Sceptre Sovereign, James i. ; Commonwealth Sovereign, 1052, and several other Gold 
coins of interest, all in very fine condition. Amongst the Silver collection, were a fine Cromwell Half 
Crown, 3 Pine Tree shillings, and i threepence Charles I. Siege pieces. A very complete collection of 
Canadian coins, including many of the rarer type, and paper money mentioned in " Sandham," as well 
as several of the Medals, were also shown. 

DONATIONS. 

Henry Mott, President— (p English, Scotch and Irish Tokens of the i8th Century, known as 
Condor Tokens ; a Catalogue of Coins and Medals ; 2 Cc^logues of Coins ; a Pamphlet by him enti- 
tied "Coins. Weights and Me^ures of the Bible"; $1 and $2 bills of the "Dominion" issue. Literary 
and Historical Society, Quebec — 3 volumes, containing papers read before the Society, as well as Minutes 
of Meetings. A. Sandliam—\ Pamphlet " Prince of Wales Medal," by himself. Royal National Life 
Boat Institution^ England— livto Medals in cases, issued by them. Fred, May, Montreal — a Medal 
of the Siege of Paris, 1870. 

Gerald E. Hart, 

Corresponding Secretary. 



LIVERPOOL NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 

At a meeting of the Liverpool Numismatic Society, held July 4, 1871, 
the Secretary, Mr. Charles Lionel Reis, read a paper on the Anglo-American 
coins, treating briefly upon the Rosa Americana and some of the other more 
interesting coins of the transatlantic colonies. He also took occasion to 
remind the Society of its being the Anniversary of American Independence, 
which fact induced him to take up the subject. 



THE HODGE SALE OF COINS. 

Prices obtained at the Sale of Coins lately belonging to Major J. Ledyard 
Hodge, sold by W. L. Wall & Co., Washington, D. C, October 23, 1871. 

Proof Sets, 1846, $25.00 ; 1854,19.50; 1855,18.00; 1856,18.00; 1857,14.00; 1858,875; 1859, 
two sets, 4.34 and 3.15 ; i860, 3.85 ; 1861, 3.85 ; 1862, 4.20 ; 1863, 3.85 ; 1864, 4.95 ; two others, 2.70 
and 3.15 ; 1865, 2.70 ; 1866, '67, '68, '69, and '70, 3.00 each ; proof Dime, 1796, 8.50 ; Cents of 1797, 
'98, 1802, 1803, 1831, 1833, Half do., 1803 and 1805, two Dimes, 1853, half do, 1851 and 1852, twelve 
pieces at 2.64 each ; proof Cent, 1821, 950; do., Half Cent, 1833, 1.50 ; do., 1834, 2.50; Dollar, 1841, 
4.50; proof Dollar, 1846, 7.75 ; do., Dollar and quarter, 1847, 10.50 ; do. Dollar, 1849, 8.00 ; do., 1853, 
4.50 ; eleven Half Cents, proofs, 1833, 1840, 1841, 1842, 1843, 1844, 1845, '^4^* ^^47* '^48, 1852, 90.75 ; 
ten Half Cents, proofs, 1840, 1841, 1842, 1843, 1844, 1845, 1846, 1847, '848, 1852, 9000 ; proof Cent, 
1854, 2.75 ; pattern Cent, 1855, 25 cents ; proof Cent, 1855, 3.00; do., 1856, 2.50 ; pattern Cent, 1859, 
50 cents. 



THE COGAN SALE OF COINS AND MEDALS. 

A collection of Coins and Medals belonging to Mr. Edward Cogan, of 
New York, was sold by Bangs, Merwin & Co., November 13, 1871. The 
following were the most desirable pieces, with the prices: 

Pattern Dollar, 1836, $5.00 ; Dollar, proof, 185 1, 25.00 ; proof set 1857, 9.00 ; do., 1858, 8.00; do., 
1859, 1861, 1862, 1863, 3.50 each ; do., 1864 to 1869 inclusive, 3.65 each ; do., 1870, 3.00; bronze medal, 
Washington Irving, size 42, 4.25. A large number of German silver pieces brought fair prices. A set 
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of the silver coins of Maximilian, (Mexico,) 5 pieces, including Dollars of 1866 and 1867, brought 9.50. 
U. S. Cents of 181 1, poor, 1.13; 181 3, good, 1.25; 1821, good, 2.13; 1838,606, i.oo ; 1848, very small 
daU^ 3-00 ; Half Cents, 1793, fair, 2.63 ; 1802, poor, i.oo ; Manly Medal, 4.00 : Shakespeare Medal, size 
'^^ 3-75 ; Washington Crystal Palace, N. Y., size 32, 3.00 ; Washington Cent, small eagle, 1791, 6.25 ; 
Washington Medal, Westwood's, 2.50. A variety of other medals and coins brought fair prices. 



THE CLAY COLLECTION OF MEDALS AND COINS. 

The Collection of Medals and Coins belonging to Dr. Charles Clay, of 
Manchester, England, was sold by George A. Leavitt & Co., New York, 
December 5, 6 and 7, 1871. The Sale embraced many rare American, 
Colonial Coins, Washington Cents and Tokens, of much interest ; of some 
of the most desirable pieces we give the prices brought. 

Medals relating to Canada, Bust of the Prince of Wales and inscription ; rev. Welch Plume, 
&c.» i860: proof, gold, weight 4 oz. Size 30, $77. Bust of George III., &c. ; rev. Royal arms, &c. : 
silver, Size 48, 1500. St. Lawrence River, on the right bank the American eagle ; on the opposite the 
beaver of Canada, the British lion at a distance, legend, &c. : silver, Size 32, 42.50. Bust of George 
II. ; rev. Britannia in a car drawn by a lion, 1758, &c.: proof, silver. Size 28, 9.00. Montreal taken 
,MDCCLX., &c. ; rev. Conouest of Canada completed, &c., silver, Size 26, 8.50. Bust of George II., 
&c. ; rev. Canada subdued, 1760: bronze. Size 25, 9.00. Jacobus Wolfe Anglus ; rev. urn, &c., 
Quebec, Sept. XIII. 1759.: bronze. Size 24, 11.00. 

American Colonial Coins, N. £. Shilling, size 19, $13.00 ; another, 14.00; another, 13.50; Six- 
pence, size 14, 35.00; another, 26.00; Threepence, size 12, 61.00; another, 31.00; another, 42.00; 
Penny, size 18, 13.00; do., oval 14 x 12, 14.00; Pine tree Shilling, size 18, 6.50; do., 8.75; do., 9.00; 
do., 8.50 ; do., 8.75 ; three others, 15.00 ; Sixpence, lo.co ; Oak tree Shilling, 8.75 ; do., 7.00 ; do. Six- 
pence, 4.00 ; do. 10.50 ; do., 9.50 ; do., 20.00 ; do. Threepence, 13.50 ; do. Twopence, 15.00 ; do. Penny, 
45.00 ; Lord Baltimore Shilling, 22.00; do., different die, in copper, 37.50; Sixpence, size 14, 11.00 ; do., 
do., 22.00 ; two others, 12.50 and 12.00; Groat, size 11, 3300 ; do., 10.50. 

New England Elephant piece. "God Preserve New England, 1694"; rev. elephant $72.50. 
Carolina Elephant piece. **God Preserve Carolina and The Lords Proprietors, 1694." 17.00. Another, 
uncirculated. 45.00. Another, "God Preserve Carolina and the Lords Propriet/rs, 1694": proof, 55,00. 
Bust of William Pitt, ''The Restorer of Commerce, 1776, No Stamps"; rev. a ship, America, &c. 
Size 15, brass, 18.50. Ro.sa Americana [Twopence].* Head of George I., &c. ; rev. rose full blown, 
" Rosa Americana," " Utile Duici," on a plain field : copper. Size 24, 13.00. Rosa Americana Penny. 
Plain rose, no date, proof, 1 1.50. Set of three pieces, uncirculated, 16.00 ; another set, 9.00 ; Halfpenny, 
do., " Vtile Dulci," 1722, 9 50 ; set of three pieces, do., 1723, 20.00 ; do., set, 17.00. *• Rosa Americana 
Penny," '* trial piece 1733. Obverse only. Size 21, 39.00. "Rosa Americana Penny," [Two Pence,]t 
1733. Obv. Bust of George II., &c. Size 21, 190.00* 

George I., pattern for a Penny. Head to right, inscription ; rev. I crowned, inscription, &c. Size 
17, brass, $55.00. Pattern for a Penny, similar to the above, 26.00. Halfpenny of the same series, 
different, 37504 

Elton's Token. An Indian selling skins. " The Red men come to Elton's daily " ; rev. a deer 
under trees, "Skins bought at Elton's, 1757." Size 22, $13.00. Gloucester Token. "Gloucester XII " ; 
rev. linked triangle. "Dawson Anno Dom." Brass, size 14, 12.00. Higley Copper, Conn. 1737. Deer 
standing, " Value me as you please " ; rev. three hammers crowneo, " I am good Copper." 14.00. 
Patterns struck at the San Francisco Mint, Double Eagle, Eagle, Half and Quarter Eagle. Head and a 
circle of 13 stars, 185 1 ; rev. female seated, shield, &c. : proofs, four pieces silver, 17.00: the same in 
bronze, four pieces, 10.00; Erie Canal Medal, size 50, bronze, 16.00. [One struck in gold of the same 
size, is in the Collection of Hon. Charles Francis Adams.] Gold Medal, Bust of Bolivar ; rev. Repub- 
lica Boliviana, 1842, Size 22, 17.00. 

Eagle of 1795, $12.00 ; do., 1796, 16.00 ; 1797, 11.50 ; 1799, do. ; 1800, do. ; 1801, do. ; Half Eagle, 
1795, lo.w; do., 1823, 8.50; Double Eagle, 1868, 22.00; Quarter Dollar, 1796, very fine, 15.00 ; Dime 
of 1796, brilliant, 13.00; another, 10.00. 

Cents of 1793, " One Cent," in a circle of links, $44.00 ; another, 15.00 ; another, " Ameri," 52.50 ; 
another, wreath, 42.00; another, 36.00 ; another, 30.00; another, 42.00; another, 25.00; another, **A 
hundred for a dollar," on the edge, proof, 67.50 ; another, 19.00 ; another, Libertv Cap, 65.00 ; Cents of 
1794. uncirculated, 37.00 ; another, 12.00; another, 11.00; Cents of 1795, thin pianchet, 26.00; another, 
thicker pianchet, 23.00; another, unci r., 27.00; Half Cent, 1795, 11.50; Cent of 1796, 16.00; another, 
9.00 ; Half Cent, do., 9.00 ; ["an untoward circumstance in the history of American Numismatics causes 

* Set American youmal of NumismeUkSt Vet. 5,/^. 16, 74. 

t This piece it engraved in SnelHng, Plate 4, Na 38; one was in the CoUection of Thomas HoUia, and another m that of Marmaduke 
Trattle. See A merican yfumal of Numismaticst Vol. 5, /. 3^ 

X There is nothing in the inscripiious of the above three pieoM that indicattt th^ were intended fiur America. 
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every piece bearing this date to be carefully scrutinized ; '*] Half Cent of 1 797, 23.00 ; Cent of 179S9 
15.00 ; Cent of 1804, 8.50 ; do. of 1807, 9.50; do. of 1809, uncir., 43.00 ; do. of 1812, 2400; do., i820« 
brilliant, 32.00; do., 1821, 10.50; do., 1824, 1350; do., do., 12.00; complete series of Cents from 1793 
to 1857, one hundred and twenty-two pieces, 34.00. 

Dollar of 1776. A sun dial, "Continental Currency," in a circle ; the sun and "Fugio ;" *'Mind 
your business ;" rev. ciicle of rings linked together, each one bearing the name of one of the original 
States ; "American Congress," " We are One/' Silver, size 26, $100.00. Continental Currency,* 1783. 
An Indian, Britannia seated, &c. "Felicitas Britannia £t America ; MDCCLXXXllI. Septr. 4;" rev. 
similar to the usual type. White metal, size 26, 31.00 ; Virgjinia Cent, pattern, 1773, Proof, size 17, 
10.50 ; another, 9.50 ; Kentucky Token, " British Settlement m Kentucky. 1796." rev. Britannia, &c. 
Bronze, proof, 30.00 ; same, in silver, proof, 30.00 ; another, same obverse ; rev. " Copper Company of 
Upper Canada,"! 26.00 ; another, 21.00 ; Hjdf Penny of the Canada Copper Co. of 1734 ; rev. Neptune, 
Fertilitatem Divitias Circumferemus 1794, 3^oo ; New York Excelsior Cent, 1787, 21.00; Immunis 
Columbia, 1787, uncir., 13.00 ; another, diSerent, 31.00 ; Liber Natus Libertatem Defendo, Indiaa 
standing; rev. Excelsior, 1787, Arms of New York, 27.00 ; Vermont Cent, "Vermonts Res Publica. 
1785." rev. " Quarta Decima Stella." Fine, 10.50. 

Liverpool Half Penny, Bust of Washington, 1791, in fine condition, $27.50 ; another, 17.00 ; 
Washington Cent, small eagle, 1791, 9.00 ; Washington Trial-piece, 1791 ; rev. blank, 15.50; Washing- 
ton piece, without date. Born Virginia, &c. ; rev. General of the American Armies, &c. Proof, 19.00 ; 
Washington piece, 1792 ; rev. same as last, 12.00; Washington naked bust Cent,^ 1792. Head in the 
classic style, hair short ; " Washington President, 1702 ; " rev. an eagle holding a branch and bundle of 
arrows, " Cent " over the eagle's head ; the edge reads, " United States of America," brilliant, 225.00 ; 
Large Eagle Cent, without date. Head of George III, "Georgius IH. Dei Gratia ;" rev. same as one 
tvpe o£ the Washington Cent of 1791, Size 20, 40.00; Washington piece, 1792, from the Half Dollar 
die. Bust, "G. Washington, President, L" rev. an eagle with raised wings, 15 stars above, "United 
States of America." copper, size 22, 68.00 ; Liberty and Security Token, 1795. Head of Washington, 
Size 2ij|, 20.00. 

Voltaire Medal of Washington, $9.00 ; another, thick planchet, 10.00 ; Eccleston Medal of Wash- 
ington, size 51, 9.00 ; Wolfe, Spies and Clark's Card. Bust of Washington ; rev. bust of Gen. Jackson, 
Brass, size 16, 8.50 ; William Penn Peace Medal, 1757, "Let us look to the Most High, &c." Proo^ 
silver, size 29, 15.00; Medal of Thomas Jefferson, 1801, Bust; rev. an eagle descending with a civic 
crown, " Constitution," " Under his wing is protection, &c." silver, size 28, 8.00 ; Medal, " Faustissimo 
Foedere Junctae, 1782;" Fame seated on a cloud, &c. ; rev. Mercury and emblems, silver, size 29, 
8.00 ; I Medal to commemorate the battle of the Doggers Bank, between the English and Dutch, the 
latter having declared in favor of American Liberty. Proof, silver, size 29, 13.50; Florere Satis Medal, 
A palace, &c. ; rev. Nova Aloes Americana," "Presaga MDCCXX." silver, size 30, 8.00; "Dutch- 
American Medal,! 1782." Three standing figures, &c., " Dc Vereenidge Staaten Van Noord America," 
&c. silver, size 28, 15.00 ; U. S. Cents, 1705, thick planchet, very fine, 9.50 ; 1797, proo^ 15.00 ; 1798, 
uncir'd, 12.00; 1801, uncir'd, 8xx3 ; 1804, sharp and fine, 23.00. Dime, 1796, proof, 17.00. Half Cents, 
1795, 9.00. Medal, Battle of Cadiz, 30th May, MDCCLXXXL " Vis vi fortiter repulsa." rev. a trident 
supporting three shields and a crown ; " Antiqua virtute dvvm viri." Proof, silver, size 28, 8.50. Peace 
Medal of 1783, Europe joining hands with America, rev. Mars, Peace and Fame, white metal, gilt, 
8.00. Annapolis Threepence, 1783, uncir'd, 15.00. Isle of Man Currency, Nos. 122910 1328, 205.00. 



NOTES. ' 

Mr. Alfred S. Robinson, of Hartford, Conn., has an engraved silver medal of much interest. 
The obverse represents the communion-table, covered with a cloth, on which is a cup and a plate, and 
the inscription, "This do Jn remembrance of me," above the emblems, and in a semi-circle. The reverse 
gives a rude representation of the burning bush ; above which, in a semi-circle, are the words, " Nee 
tamen consumebatur," a literal translation of which is, "Nevertheless it was not consumed." Upon 
the edge of the piece, " Presbyterian Church, Charleston, S. C, 1800." By the Numismatic Scale it is 
size 18. Mr. Robinson informs us that he obtained the relic of a gentleman who purchased it of a 
Union soldier, who obtained it at the South during the late war. It was probably a token of member- 
ship in the Church. • ^ 

Knows His Destination. — A correspondent of the American Journal of Numismatics thinks 
that " all the York tokens have cone to the Devil, or some place equally distant," and concludes by say- 
ing that he " has no doubt but that some day he will drop down on a nest of *em." Unless they were 
carefully packed for such a lone journey, he may find them somewhat rubbed ; and unless the climate of 
Satan's dominions has changed, he may find some of the coins burned or melted. Our firiend Jenison 
has his coins in a place where nothing less than a Chicago or Holland fire could harm them, and per- 
haps not that — Lansing Republican^ Afick, 

• One of these Medals is in the Collection of Mr. W. S. Appleton. Su younml of Numkmmtics^ Vol 3, /. 65. 
t One of the last is in the Cdleaion of Mr. W. S. Appleton. 

i One of these Coins, Tormerlv in the Collection of Mr. Davenport, afterwards in Mr. Colbum's, from whom it passed to Mr. McCof^ 
(whose Collection was purchased bjr Mr. Woodward.) sold at auction in New York, for ^48a 
I See y^wmalof Numismaiics, f^ol 2, ^ 64. 
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THE TETRADRACHM OF CASSANDER. 

We have the following in reply to the query of E. M., in relation to the 
Tetradrachm mentioned on page 31 of this volume: — 

Boston, December 4, 1871. 
My dear Sir: 

I am sorry to be unable to give any information respecting the tetra- 
drachm. I have consulted all the authorities at my command without avail. 
The fadl that there is only one sigma to the name, is indicative of its genu- 
ineness, rather than the contrary, as that spelling is admitted to be inferior, 
although allowed. A counterfeiter would not wish to attra(5l attention by 
adopting an unusual spelling. f. g. 



THE HAYTIEN MEDAL. 

Some time ago the Haytiens presented a massive gold medal to Senator 
Sumner, in acknowledgment of his services to their country, which he 
declined to accept, as the services rendered were only in the way of his 
senatorial duty, and it was not consistent with constitutional law to receive 
outside reward therefor. The medal has been forwarded by Hon. Stephen 
Preston, Minister-resident of Hayti in this country, to the Haytien Consul in 
Boston, through whom, at the request of the Minister, it has been presented 
to the State of Massachusetts. Governor Claflin, in behalf of the State, has 
accepted the gift, and has had it placed in the State Library, where it will 
remain, as an evidence that republics are not always ungrateful. 



NEW YORK COINAGE. 

In 1787, Capt. [Thomas] Machen formed a partnership with Samuel 
Atlee and others, of New York, for the purpose of coining money under 
charter to be obtained from the Legislature of New York. They either 
failed to obtain such charter or made better arrangements, for in 1788 they 
united with Reuben Harrison and others, of IJennington, Vt, who had a 
charter from that State, and also authority to coin for the State of Connec- 
ticut, and it was under this authority that Capt. Machen s mill at New Grange 
was conducted. As soon as the coinage of money was taken from the States 
by the adoption of the Federal Constitution, Capt. Machen s mill was stopped. 
The business was certainly discontinued in 1790. — Historical Magazine iox 
June, 1864, page 208. 



One penny after another buildb the house. 

Never venture a double ducat for a single penny. 

Well is the half-penny spent, that saves the penny. 

An old man picked up half a dollar in the street. *' Old man, that^s mine,'* said a keen-looking 
rascal, ** so hand it over." ** Did thine have a hole in it? "asked the old man. **Yes," replied the 
other, smarUy. ^ Then it is not thine,*' mildly replied the old man ; '* thee, must learn to be a little 
sharper next time, my boy." 
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EDITORIAL. 

We have before us the prospectus of a new magazine, The American Record and R^ posit cry of 
Notes and Queries^ intended to be " a vehicle of general intercommunication." It will be edited by 
Benson J. Lossing, the artist-historian and biographer, whose fitness for the position will be acknowl- 
edged by all. With his thorough acquaintance with American history and his rare abilities, he cannot fail 
to give the magazine a high character, and make it what he proposes, '*a reliable repository of historical 
facts of every kind concerning the Civil, Military, Artistic, Scientific and Antiquarian affairs of our 
country.'* Abstracts of the proceedings of historical and kindred societies will be a prominent feature 
of the work. Engravings illustrative of the articles, after the manner of the editor's " Pictorial Field- 
Book of the Revolution," and other illustrated historical works, will add much to its usefulness. The 
Record will be issued monthly, at three dollars a year, by Chase & Town, 142 South Fourth street, Phila- 
delphia. Each number will contain forty-eight pages, handsomely printed in 4to. William Parsons 
Lunt, 102 Washington street, Boston, is the agent for Boston and its vicinity. 

We wish to correct, in part, the paragraph on page 19 of this volume, headed " Memorial Coins." 
It was copied from a contemporary, but is not wholly true. The last sentence is certainly incorrect, as 
the number of half dollars in 1864 was 967,970. Our attention was called to it by the Editor of Mason" s 
Coin and Stamp Coticctots^ Magazine, 

A correspondent suggests that a movement be made by those interested in Numismatics, to obtain 
firom Congress authority for the Director of the Mint to strike a series of Cents in pure copper, of the 
size and weight of the large copper cent of 1857, beginning with the date of 1858 and continuing them 
of each date to the year 1872, inclusive. The number, say two thousand pieces only^ of each year, to be 
furnished to collectors at such price (i.oo each ?) as will realize a handsome profit, which profit shall be 
expended in enriching the collection of Medals and Coins at the Philadelphia Mint. 

Book illustrators will find a large assortment of Portraits, Views and Historical Engravings, suit- 
able for almost any work they may be engaged on, at the room of Mr. James Usher, 15 School street. 

We have received the first number of The Collector^ a small 8vo. of eight pages, devoted to Auto- 
graphs and Postage Stamps, published at Newburgh, N. Y. Mr. D. M. Collins gives a pleasant account 
of incidents in autograph collecting. 

Edward Cogan, 408 State street, Brooklyn, N. Y., has issued a list of Gold, Silver and Copper 
coins, of those dates which have NOT been coined at the United States Mint. Price, 20 cents. 

Mason & Co., 139 North Ninth street, Philadelphia, have issued a priced Catalogue of Coins, 
Medals, Paper Money, &c. Price, 25 cents. 

A lineal descendent of Martin Luther is said to be now living in New York city. He possesses a 
silver medal presented on the centennial of Martin Luther's birth-day, by the King of Prussia to one of 
bis ancestors, who was known by the then King to be a genuine Luther. 

Errata. — Transactions of Societies (p. 40, Vol. 6), read routine for " outline ; " and seventh line 
from bottom of same page, autograph for " photograph." 



CURRENCY. 



A HAPPY mean — a miser hugging his gold. 

Resting on his owers — the man who Hves on the interest of his money. 
The best thing out^-out of debt 
A Half Sovereign — the Prince of Wales. 
Press work — coining one's brains for bread. 
The worst form of speech — uttering base coin. 
Men of cash — any bank cashier can tell who they are. 
If you would know the worth of a dollar, go and borrow one. 
Though no Numismatist, the Printer deals much in quoins. 
Ready money — Quicksilver. 
The real yellow fever — the greed for gold. 
The best substitute for gold — Silver. 
An anagram on California — A frail coin. 

It is said that if you take two letters from money, there will be but one lefl. We have heard of a 
man who took money from* letters, and there wasn't any left. 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

The Publications of this Society, which now comprise forty-one volumes 
of Collections, nine volumes of Proceedings, besides several miscellaneous 
ones, are for sale at their rooms, No. 30 Tremont Street, Boston. 



Collection of Medals and Coins for Sale. 

A LARGE AND MISCELLANEOUS COLLECTION OF COINS 
AND MEDALS, CONTAINING OVER 3,000 PIECES, 

CONSISTING OF 

Gold, Silver and Copper of all N ations, 

ALSO, SEVERAL WORKS ON NUMISMATICS, 

WHICH CAN BE OBTAINED AT A MODERATE RATE. 

^ The attention of Collectors is respectfully solicited. Address 

B. D. SILVA, 

216 CARONDELET STREET, NEW ORLEANS. 



HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL REGISTER 

AND ANTIQUARIAN JOURNAL. 

ISSUED QUARTKRLY BY THE 

• NEW ENGLAND HISTORIC, GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY, 

Each number contains matter interesting to the Historian and Antiquarian, 
and is embellished with one or more portraits, engraved on steel. 

Subscription, $3.00 per annum. Application can be made at the Society's 

Building, No. 18 Somerset Street, Boston. 



A. WILLIAMS & CO. 

Publishers, Booksellers and Importers 

135 WASHINGTON, corner of SCHOOL STREET, 

BOSTON. 

alexander williams. chas. l. damrkll. 

[Established 1841.] 
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American Journal of Numismatics. The January number of this publication, 
which is published quarterly by the Boston Numismatic Society, is of special value to 
those who take an interest in this subject. The general reader, however, will find in its 
pages a fund of valuable information upon topics which are of importance to all classes. 
It is sustained mainly by the members of the Society, and it cultivates and encourages 
a taste for Numismatics, which brings to many students great pleasure and gratification. 
— Boston youmal, Jan., 1872. 

The American Journal of Numismatics is one of those publications that 
indicate how, with all the bustle, utilitarianism, and intense devotion to the practical 
present, characteristic of this age and country, some are to be found with taste and 
zeal, to look after the things which concern history and aesthetics, and keep up the 
annals even in departments the rushing public leave behind as of no account. The 
handsome January number is another evidence of the care of the Committee of Publi- 
cation, who have filled it with curious and entertaining matter, the result of corres- 
pondence and research ; winding up their own sober labors with a bit of humor after 
the brief-jotting fashion. To all who care for medals, coins, and much else that relates 
to archaeological investigation, the advice is — do as the disinterested editors themselves 
do — subscribe for this serial and pay ($2 a year) in advance. — Boston Transcript^ Jan., 
1872. 



TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS. 

THE present number closes the Sixth Volume of the youmaL Having received 
encouragement, the Editors are induced to continue the publication. They hope 
to receive an increase in their Subscription List, so that they may continue an illustra- 
tion in each future number, and if the receipts will allow, to add to the number of pages. 
It will greatly facilitate our labors if subscribers will remit at the beginning of the 
volume. 

Communications are desired from all interested in the science. 
All communications to be addressed to 

JEREMIAH COLBURN. 

18 Somerset Street, Boston, Mass, 
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MONTREAL TRADE TOKENS. 

BY ALFRED SANDHAM. 

Editors of the American journal of Numismatics. 

I SHALL not attempt any long article upon the subject chosen, as the 
tokens to be described possess no points of special interest beyond that 
which is attached to them for their numismatic value. A glance is sufficient 
to show that they were not issued from any desire to furnish that which 
should be " a thing of beauty"; on the contrary, they are deficient in almost 
every point which might claim admiration for artistic taste, or excellence of 
workmanship. As " choice gems of the engraver's art," they will never be 
sought after, but as " numismatic treasures," they are worthy of, and receive 
considerable attention. Many an anxious hour has been spent in search of 
an " Owen " or a " Molson," but the desire to possess the former is rarely 
fulfilled, and I believe there is but one Canadian Collection in which it is to 
be found. 

Unlike some American or English issues, the Montreal tokens bear no 
political devices, nor do they serve to perpetuate the memory of any particu- 
lar hero, or public event. Theirs was no sentimental mission, and the numis- 
matist needs not the aid of the historian to learn the object for which they 
were issued. With two exceptions, the dies were prepared in Birmingham, 
England, and although in some instances, the exact date of issue cannot be 
ascertained, I believe I am correct in arranging them as I have done. I may 
add that the illustrations are from specimens in my own collection (the Owen 
excepted). 

No. I. 

Obv. A ship under sail to right. Rev. Within a circle of cordage, " R. 
W. Owen, Montreal Ropery." Copper, size 1 7. 

Mr. Owen carried on an extensive business in the East End of the city, 
for many years prior to 1837, but as to when the token was issued, there is 
no reliable information. Mr. Owen's establishment was destroyed by fire 
some years after the date named. 

VOL. VI. 10 
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No. 2. 

Obv. " T. S. Brown & Co., Importers of Hardware, Montreal." Rev. 
An anvil, hammer and tongs, between a scythe blade and vise, above which 
are two spades crossed. Copper, size 1 7. 

This token was issued in June, 1832. Mr. Brown imported about eight 

hundred pounds' weight, and as the tokens were made sixty to a pound, the 

number placed in circulation was nearly fifty thousand. The cost, including 

the expense of dies, was one shilling and five pence sterling per pound. A 

great scarcity of change existed when these were issued, and Mr. Brown 

experienced no difficulty in disposing of his " business cards " at the rate of 

fifty cents per pound, thereby securing a handsome profit of about one 

hundred per cent. 

No. 3. 

Obv. Two maple leaves crossed. " Commerce, Bas Canada." Rev. 
Within a wreath " On Sou. Jh. Ray, Montreal." Copper, size 17. 

Mr. Joseph Ray carried on business in Montreal for over half a century, 
and retired in October, 1852, when the premises occupied by him were des- 
troyed by fire. He was a prominent man in public affairs, having represented 
the East Ward of the city in Parliament, when the troubles ol 1837 broke 
out. He was also a justice of the peace, a commissioner for the erection of 
parishes, &c. He died July 31, 1856, aged 84 years. This token was issued 
in 1833, the dies having been prepared, and the tokens struck in Montreal. 
This is, therefore, the only token of " home manufacture." The number 
issued is not known. A very fine specimen sold in New York in April, 

1 87 1, for $2.50. 

No. 4. 

Obv. " Francis Mullins & Son, Importers of Ship Chandlery, Montreal." 
Rev. A ship under sail to right. "Commerce token." Copper. Size 17. 
Heavy milled edge and rim. 

Mr. Mullins emigrated from Ireland in 182 1, and three years later com- 
menced business in Montreal. Some years after he proposed admitting his 
son into the business, and these tokens were ordered from Birmingham. The 
business arrangements were not carried into effect, and the tokens bear the 
name of a firm which never existed. Mr. Mullins imported four kegs of about 
400 pounds each. Three of these kegs were forwarded to Western Canada 
(now Ontario,) but the vessel in which they were shipped foundered upon 
Lake Ontario, and the tokens were lost. Taking the average weight, the 
number actually placed in circulation was about twenty thousand. 

No. 5. 

Obv. Within a circle, a cask ; above " Brewers," below " Distillers, &c. 
&c. &c»" In outer circle, " Th». & W? Molson, Montreal." Rev. Within a 
circle, a number of distilling utensils. In outer circle, " Cash paid for all 
sorts of Grain. 1837." Copper, size 19. 

Messrs. Thomas & William Molson were sons of Hon. John Molson, 
whose name stands so prominent in the annals of Canadian history as having 
fitted out the first steamboat that ever ploughed the waters of the St Law- 
rence, and the second built upon this continent. In partnership with his 
sons he carried on business under the firm of John Molson & Sons. On his 
decease in 1836 Messrs. Thomas & William succeeded to the business, and 
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in 1837 they procured the dies for these tokens from Messrs. Rawdon, Wright 

& Hatch, of New York. 

The actual value of the tokens being above that of a half-penny, their 

circulation was anything but a profitable investment. A very sniall number 

was issued, certainly not over ^kx) worth. The dies are at present in the 

possession of Messrs. John H. R. Molson & Bro., who carry on an extensive 

business as brewers and sugar refiners. A fine specimen sells at from $1 

to $1.50. 

No. 6. 

Obv. Head of Victoria to left " R. Sharpley, Jeweller and Watchmaker, 
Notre Dame Street, Montreal." Rev. " Importer of silver-ware, Clocks, 
Gaseliers, Bronzes, Cabinet-ware, Glass-ware, &c. &c. &c." Brass, gilt Size 

Hi. 

Mr. Sharpley began business in 1835. In the year 1862 a firm in 

Birmingham prepared dies, and furnished him with twenty gross (2880) of 
these tokens, which were intended for distribution principally among his 
American customers. They somewhat resemble (in size and appearance) the 
English sovereign. Only a very few have been circulated in Montreal, which 
will account for their being unknown to the majority of Canadian collectors. 

No. 7. 

Obv. Laureate head of Victoria within a beaded circle. " Dominion of 
Canada, Province of Quebec." Rev. A similar circle inclosing the words, 
"Use Devin's vegetable worm pastilles, July 1867." Outside of circle, 
" Devins & Bolton, Druggists, Montreal." 

These tokens have never been put in circulation. The dies were pre- 
pared in Birmingham, and the design chosen is similar to that of the Cana- 
dian cent. They were seized by the authorities for an infraction of the cur- 
rency laws, which forbid the importation, manufacture, or issue of any trade 
or other token, unless permission be first obtained, and bonds given for the 
redemption of the same. The tokens (about 8000 in number) still remain in 
custody of the Customs department. 

The highest price paid for fine specimens of the Mullins, or Brown 
token, has been 50 cents. No particular value can be placed upon the 
Sharpley token, as specimens may be obtained of that gentleman at any 
time, and with reference to the Devins token, it is quite probable that it may 
yet be placed in circulation and be quite easily obtained, although at present 
it is considered scarce. A first rate (or in numismatic parlance, a very fine) 
specimen of " Owen " is worth from $5. to $10, and might command a shade 
higher figure. 

AMERICAN CENTS. 

The American Cents (says a letter from Newark) do not answer our 
expectation. The chain on the reverse is but a bad omen for liberty, and 
liberty herself appears to be in a fright May she not justly cry out in the 
words of the Apostle, " Alexander, the copper-smith, hcts done me much harm ; 
the Lord reward him according to his works'' — The Argus, Boston, March 26, 

1793- 

The allusion in the last paragraph is made to Alexander Hamilton, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 
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THE ATTRITION OF COINS. 

The people in the United Kingdom have to pay through the public 
treasury soTmewhere about ;^20,ooo sterling per annum for the privilege of 
using the current coin of the realm. Money, like every other article manu- 
factured, wears out after a certain amount of active service, and the life of a 
coin in these days of rapid trading and traveling is very short. The results 
of attrition on the surfaces of a newly-minted shilling, for example, soon 
manifest themselves after its issue, and the same may be said of every other 
piece of money. When it passes from between the highly polished dies of 
the stamping-press, it has all the bloom and the beauty of an article of plate 
for presentation. Her Majesty's lineaments are then clearly defined, each 
particular hair of the royal head is shown in all its wavy luxuriance, and the 
" superscription " surrounds the " image " with a sharpness of outline that 
tells eloquently in favor of the engraver. 

Alas I how soon does the rich polish disappear — how very speedily are 
the fine lines of the hair smoothed down to the uniformity of a bald, flat 
surface, and how rapidly is the lettering defaced, once the coin is tossed on 
the ruthless waves of general circulation. Its beauty, like that of the 
butterfly's wing, is marred by touching, and the rubbing to which it is subse- 
quently exposed destroys its impressions entirely. From the instant that a 
coin leaves the Mint or the Bank, and is put to the use for which it was 
struck, its deterioration begins, and it loses both in appearance and in weight. 
It is the annual waste of the coinage by attrition or abrasion which involves 
the community in the heavy tax already named. If each coin diminishes in 
weight day by day, what must be the aggregate loss on the whole British 
coinage in a year, or in a series of years ? It has been ascertained from 
official data that there are about 150,000,000 of sovereigns, and 620,000,000 
of silver coins of all denominations, doing duty day by day among her 
majesty's lieges in Great Britain and Ireland. 

Of course they are all subject to the wasting laws of friction and attrition, 
and at the end of each year they are worth intnnsically less than they were 
at its beginning. As a rule,, the smaller coins wear out at a ^eater speed 
than their larger and more valuable relatives — ^and the sixpence is notoriously 
short-lived, because it is overworked — but they all get thinner and smoother 
in a pretty well-known ratio. They indeed become small by degrees, although 
by no means beautifully less, and it is necessary to withdraw tne worn speci- 
mens periodically from circulation to recast them, and then to send them 
once again to do battle with the world. It has been said that cats have nine 
lives ; this, however, is doubtful, but there is no question that shillings may 
enjoy that advantage. They are put into the crucible after years of useful 
toil — ^weather-beaten, battered and worn — but they emerge from the furnace 
ordeal purified and renewed, and are then returned into the channels of 
circulation with all the charm of freshness and juvenility on their handsome 
countenances to live another life. 

It takes possibly one hundred old shillings to make eighty new ones, and 
hence will be seen at once the source of loss, for the same rule applies to all 
other moneys, though in regard to gold in a different degree. Gold is the 
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standard of value in England, and all gold pieces should be both nominally 
and intrinsically worth the sums they represent When, therefore, a sove- 
reign has become lessened in weight by attrition to the extent of half a grain 
below the minimum legal weight at which it was originally issued, its circu- 
tion may be legally stopped, and compensation demanded from its last holder 
for its deficiency. This arrangement was acted upon with great rigor some 
years since, and hence the clamor about light gold which then arose. Silver 
and bronze coins are tokens of value only, their nominal being greater than 
their intrinsic value at the outset of their careers. So long as they retain 
the marks of the mint dies, however faintly defined, they are permitted to 
circulate, and hence they in some cases lose one-third of their substance 
before being withdrawn and remodelled. 

To cover the constantly recurring waste of money by attrition, a sum of 
money averaging that mentioned above is set apart year by year, and it is 
said that it scarcely suffices for the purpose. If it be asked, " What becomes 
of the products of attrition, the particles of silver and gold daily detached 
from our coinage ? " that is a question which we cannot solve. The precious 
metals are indestructible, and there must of necessity be a very large quantity 
in invisible existence in England at present Probably .samples of dust taken 
from the thoroughfares of the metropolis, if analyzed carefully, would yield a 
small per centage — and thus the old story that "the streets of London 
are paved with gold," would receive at least a shadow of confirmation. 

It has been estimated approximately that in three years of active circula- 
tion, crown pieces lose five per cent of their original weight; half -crown pieces^ 
ten per cent ; shillings^ thirty per cent ; sixpences^ forty per cent^ and threepences^ 
forty-two per cent. Bronze coins are made of sterner stuff than standard 
silver, and their rates of deterioration no doubt will lie proportionally less. 
The penny is an actively circulated piece of money, while the farthing is very 
idle. It is likely, therefore, that the larger coins in this instance will first 
break down, and thus invert the law as to silver. Much would be done in 
the way of mitigating the loss by wear if all coins were furnished at their 
birth with broaa and deep projecting rims. These would then bear the brunt 
of attrition and save the obverse and reverse impressions of coins from that 
speedy defacement which awaits their appearance in public. — The Engineer^ 
London^ England. 



MEDAL OF WASHINGTON. 

Joseph Wright, by profession a painter, belonging to- Philadelphia, many 
years since exercised nis ingenuity in making a die, from which he struck 
one copy of Washington's head, which is now in possession of the honourable 
Ebenezer Hazard, esquire. It is a unique, and is peculiarly valuable, being 
considered the best medallic profile likeness of the illustrious Washington, 
which has ever been taken. The artist, in attempting jto make a second 
impression, unfortunately broke his die. — Alden's Collection of American 
Epitaphs. New York, 18 14. Vol. I, page 223. 

Who knows anything of this unique specimen ? 
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NOTES FROM THE BRITISH NAVAL HISTORY. 

BY JOHN ENTICK. LONDON, 1 757- 

" As the first Edward was the first of our Monarchs who coined a Piece 
of Money called a Groat, Edward III. was the first that made them current 
coin. Of these there are two Sorts ; one with the Title of France, the other 
without. 

"This King (Edward III.), for anything that has yet appeared to the 
contrary, was the first of our Monarchs that coined Gold Money, imitating 
therein the neighbouring Princes, who had done the like some time before. 
Why they so long forebore to coin Gold, I know not (says Camden) unless it 
were of Ignorance, for I think it proceeded not from the Law of Justinian 
the Emperor, who forbade foreign Princes to coin Gold. But surely it required 
no more skill to coin Gold than Silver ; and from the Year 1252, if not much 
sooner. Florins of Gold were every where current The Reason why they 
did not coin Gold money of their own sooner, seems to be because they had 
no need of it. A few Florins were sufficient for ordinary payments, and for 
extraordinary. Bullion best answered the End of Money. But as the price of 
all Things increased, the Coin was augmented in Proportion. Thus the 
Penny grew up to a Crown, and Silver was turned into Gold, which now 
does little more than Supply the place of Silver as it was in the Conquerors 
time. 

" The first gold coin with us was a Florence or Florin ; for few Princes 
in Europe but coined pieces of that denomination ; the name Florin being 
generally applied to all gold money, because the best gold money were 
Florins; but ours were something too light, being coined for the King's 
Benefit towards his Wars in France. * * * For this reason it was, those 
Florins, which had been coined in his [Edward III.] 17th year, were gener- 
ally disliked and refused, and therefore the Indentures for the further coinage 
of this Gold Florin, in his i8th year was laid aside, and instead thereof the 
same year, a new species of Gold Money was made : and because of the 
great damage that had been found in the first Gold Money, the same was to 
be no longer current, btrt at the Will of the Receivers, but to be brought in 
to be melted down for the value of it. * * * 

" The 9th of July, and i8th of Edward III, by advice of the Council, 
three kinds of Gold Money were ordained to be made, one to be called the 
Nobles at six shillings and eight pence sterling ; the Maille Noble at forty 
pence Sterling and the Ferling Noble at twenty pence, which by Indenture 
with Percival de Perche, were to be made thirty-nine nobles and a Half to the 
Pound, making in Tale thirteen Pound, three shillings and four pence. And 
by this Indenture the Trial or assay of the Pix was. established, as a check 
upon the Master of the Mint, that the money made by him was agreeable to 
the Covenants of the Indenture. At the same time all Persons were forbid 
to carry out of the Realm Money of Gold or Silver, except the new Gold 
Money, under pain of forfeiting the same, and their Bodies to the King's will. 
And it was ordained, that no money should be received or paid but the 
King's Coin, and that none refuse the Gold and silver money. The Gold 
money at twenty shillings of Easterlings. But at the same Time it was 
enacted that none should be compelled to take the said new money within 
the sum of twenty shillings against his will. 
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" By the same order that this new coin was published, a certain Rate was 
settled for exchanging Gold for Silver, or Silver for Gold at the Kings' 
Exchange ; for it seems, heretofore, Persons had been deceived for Want of 
some certain Order for Exchange, which probably was the chief objection to 
the Qold Money, but now the Exchange of the Gold Money was settled, viz. 
those that would change Grold for Easterlings at the King's Exchange (for no 
other was allowed) were to take the Noble of Gold, a penny less than the half 
mark ; the Maille a Penny less than the value, and the Ferling a farthing ; 
and those that would buy the Noble of Gold for Easterlings, to pay a Half 
penny above the value, and for the Maille and Ferling a Farthing. 

" The 20th of August following, the first Gold money was called in to 
be re-coined, and the Nobles absolutely made current, and no persons were 
to refuse the same under forfeiture of Body and Goods. 

" In the 20th of Edward III. the value of a Pound of Gold in coin was 
raised to fourteen pound, making forty-two Nobles, at six shillings and eight 
Pence a piece, or a proportionable number of half and quarter Nobles by 
Indenture." g. h. p. 



COINS FOUND IN MEDFORD, MASS. 

The following letter is copied from the Memoirs of the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, Vol. III., part I., pp. 195, 196. We regret 
tliat we cannot give the cuts which appeared with it, and which illustrate the 
pieces. s. a. g. 

■ 

Account of Copper coins, found in Medford, Massachusetts, in a letter to 
John Quincy Adams, Esq., Corresponding Secretary of the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences. By Rev. Thaddeus Mason Harris, F. A. A. 

Dorchester, Nov. 5, 1808. 

Dear Sir: — Permit me, through you, to make the following communi- 
cation to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. 

In the spring of the year 1787, as going from Cambridge to Maiden, I 
passed some people at work on the highway in Medford, who, in widening 
the road, had removed a large flat stone, under which they found a number 
of square copper coins, to the quantity, I should judge, of about two quarts. 
I took several of them myself, and on my return, mentioned the discovery to 
several of my friends, who procured more. 

I had hoped that a circumstance so curious would have attracted more 
attention, and that some learned antiquarian would have communicated to the 
public his observations upon the coin. As this has not been done, and lest 
the fact itself should be quite forgotten, I make this statement. 

The coins were mostly square, but some of them of the shape and size 
of Fig. 15. The others are represented in Fig. 16. Fig. 17 is the same 
magnified, with the exergue and the characters completed by a comparison 
of several coins, on which the stamp was more regular and central. 

They all bear the same stamp, on thin copper plate, cut, or rather broken 
into square pieces, with rough edges, and are considerably corroded by rust 

I have searched all the books of coins and medals in the College 
Library, but can find none which contain aay in the least resembling these. 
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There is, however, in the " Histori-Geographical Description of Russia, 
Siberia, and Great Tartary, by Philip John Von Strahlenburg," page 406, 
Tab. XXI, letter A, the figure of a coin, which I have copied. Fig. 18, in 
size, shape, and impression so similar, as to demand some attention. He 
says, that " it was found in Great Tartary," that " the characters were presented 
to the public as a great rarity, bv M. Bandelot," and that the print and 
description of it was first published in the German tongue, in a book entitled 
" Daseroeffnete Ritter Plate, (ine andem Theil des geoefFneten Antiquitaten 
Zimmers,") page 76. 

If America was first peopled by emigrants from Siberia and Tartary, as 
may be inferred from the square and circular ramparts and conical sepulchral 
mounds, scattered through the whole Western Territory down to Mexico and 
Peru, exactly similar inform, dimension and contents, to those described by 
M. Pallas and other travellers into the northern parts of the Russian empire, 
raised by nations no longer known there, and evidences of their having 
inhabited and traversed regions now become immense forests; and from 
inscriptions on rocks on the banks of the Ohio, and at Taunton, very like to 
those on the Jenesei, delineated by Strahlenburg ; may we not trace this 
ancient coin to the same source ? But this I leave to further investigation, 
and subscribe myself with much respect. 

Your friend and humble servant, 

Thaddeus Mason Harris. 



EFFIGIES AND INSCRIPTIONS ON ROMAN COINS. 

On the brass or copper Roman coins the letters S. C. are found, 
denoting that they were struck by order of the Roman Senate. Of the 
consular or family coins there is a continued series from the date of the 
expulsion of the kings ; and of the coins of the emperors, from the overthrow 
of the Republic by Pompey the Great, Julius Caesar, Anthony, etc., to the 
last of the Caesars. The marks on coin denoted its value, thus : on the As, 
I ; on the half As, S (semis) ; on the smaller subdivisions of the As, small 
dots denote the number of unciae ; on the Sestertius, II. S. or H. S.; on the 
quinarius, V. or Q. ; on the denarius X. On the coins of the Caesars gener- 
sJly the year of the tribuneship, the same as that of their reign, is marked ; 
on the oDverse is the head of the emperor. 

On the consular coins the image of the founder of the family was 
stamped, as that of Numa on the family Calpumia, and of Venus on those of 
the Julian family. On the earliest coins, on one side was the figure of the 
two-headed Janus, or of some animal ; on the other side the prow of a ship. 
Among other figures on coins are cars drawn by two or four horses, the 
goddess of Rome, Augusta, Victory, triumphal processions, and buildings, 
such as the Capitol, the Circus, and other edifices, besides emblematic repre- 
sentations of genii, virtues and of public prosperity ; as of Peace, Health, 
Abundance, &c. 

The variety of emblems is as endless as the variety of symbols, inscrip- 
tions, and marks, explanatory of the emblems. 
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Coins were named, according to the figures on them, victoriati, bigati^ 
guadrigati ; and they were termed serrati, from their edges being cut, or 
milled; or incrustati, that is, plated, when they consisted of brass or copper 
gilt or silvered ; also contorniaii, when a rim of a different kind of metal 
surrounded them. — Roman Antiquities. J. D. Fuss. 



THE VALUE OF A YEAR. 

[From a Discourse delivered at the South Congregational Church, Boston, December 31, 1871, by 

Rev. Edward E. Hale.] 

" The gT«8S witbereth, ihe flower (adeth, biit the word of our God shall stand forever.** — Isaiah. 

At the Annual Meeting of the Antiquarian Society, a few years ago, I 
proposed the annual award of a premium for the design of a medal.* Of this 
medal, the subject was to be the event which the designer thought of most 
interest in the year which had passed by. A series of such medals would 
show, in after time, to what events the most importance was attached by their 
contemporaries. It would show how far the verdict of the moment and the 
verdict of posterity were the same. 

I believe I v;as led to make this proposal from the fact that the most 
elegant silver medal I had then ever seen, was one struck by an Elector of 
Germany on occasion of a great dinner party. I have no doubt the occasion 
seemed to him one of first rate importance, — seemed so to his court and 
people. But alas, — after a hundred or two years, — it happened that we who 
got hold of the medal, had never heard of him, had hardly heard of his court 
or of his people, certainly had never heard of his dinner party, and we could 
not in any stores of literature, get any news of it Now that absurdity is not 
a peculiarity of that German Elector. There are a good many matters which 
we think of first rate importance, over which the hot sirocco of history passes, 
and lo, they are stubble and burn to the ground. Only the fire-proof stands, 
and all is not fire-proof which the architects thought so. Nay, in the last 

* It is an established custom of the Papal court to strike an annual medal, commemorative of the 
most important transaction in which the Pope has been engaged in the year when the medal is issued. 
The regular recurrence of the issue of the medal makes, of course, an essential difference between this 
series of medals and those issued by governments like our own in commemoration of occasional military 
or diplomatic victories. Under our general system, a medal is struck in honor of a few events of the 
first importance, and of a few of very trifling import, regarding which there is some one pertinacious 
adviser to insist on the doubtful compliment. Such medals commemorate only military or naval victo- 
ries ; and a mere recurrence to Dr. Mease's list or Mr. Wyatt's, will show how unsatisfactory is their 
register even of these. In honor of the capture of " La Vengeance " there is a medal in our National 
Numismatic Calendar ; while there is none to commemorate the siege of Yorktown, or the capture 
of the city of Mexico. 

The system of the P ipal government, requiring an annual medal, has the advantage over this 
spasmodic publication, that it represents fairly to after-times, the lean years and the fat years. It also 
sets forth the victories of peace with the same even hand which strives to immortalize those of war. 
Nor is it, for the purposes of history, any disadvantage, that frequently, in the false enthusiasm of the 
moment, a medal is struck commemorating exploit or policy which ten years sweep in oblivion ; for 
nothing is more difficult or desirable than the preserving for the future, some record of the transient 
excitements, popularities, and expectations of the present, before time has detected their futility. 

On the 5th of August last, there occurred one of those events which such a system of annual 
numismatic record would commemorate. By a flash, this whole country was roused to its highest 
enthusiasm. For the first moment since the discovery which to-day we celebrate, this continent was 
tied to the continent of Columbus by the closest, and, as we hoped, the most lasting bond. In the hope 
we have been disappointed. For the reality, however, we could not find too boisterous expres^io^ of 
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analysis it proves, that every thing is grass or is stubble, — that it is only the 
three realities which are eternal, their names are Faith, Hope and Love. It 
is with them, and, indeed, it is of them only that the Word of God deals, — 
which endures forever, while the grass withers, and the flower of it fades 
away. 

It would not be amiss then, I think, as a lesson of cumulative value, to 
collect in gold and silver, memorials of each years estimate of itself, and see 
how long it endures. Of different months in the same year how different 
would be the prize medal. From different nations how different the design. 
If we had been called upon for our medal last Summer, we should certainly 
have chosen the Erglish Treaty as the great event of the year. Had we 
been called on in October we should have named the Chicago fire. 'Were a 
Frenchman called upon he would name the captures of Paris. Were a Per- 
sian called upon, it would be the famine in Persia. If the poor widowed 
queen of England were called upon, the medal would commemorate the 
sickness of the Prince and his recovery. And, meanwhile, through the open- 
ing weeks of October of this same year, there were cooped up in three or 
four little ships, fifteen hundred New England seamen, who had just escaped 
with their lives from the Arctic Seas, who thought the destruction of a fleet 
larger than that which was destroyed by Nelson at Aboukir, was the great 
event in the year s history. Perhaps they think so still ! 

A hundred years pass by, and we learn the lesson again, that the event 
which is remembered and lives, is that which had in it some lesson of the 
Word of God, or some element of Faith, of Hope or of Love. 

The year 1755 for instance, — to speak at random, — saw three events take 
place which the people of their times thought would live in history forever. 
One was Braddock's defeat, and the annihilation of his army by the French. 

One was the destruction of Lisbon by an earthquake. 

One was the destruction of Quito by an earthquake in South America. 

We remember the first of these, not because of the disappointment 
rage and anger of America, but because George Washington first showed 
his manhood and foresight there. 

gratification. That victory, however transient It may seem to-day, was a victory more worthy of lasting 
commemoration than any feat of arms. If we had a system of numismatic record, a victory like that 
would be commemoratea as the most impressive victory of the year, in the midst of the enthusiasm 
which welcomed it, therefore, the issue of a medal was immediately proposed : but, because we have no 
Historical Branch to our Ciovernment, the proposal was not executed ; nor is it like to be. 

In the fresh memory of such an omission, the Publishing Committee suggest that the Antiquarian 
Society is, for such a duty, the true Historical Department of the United States ; and, while perfectly 
aware that we have at present no funds applicable to an office so agreeable, they venture to suggest it as 
a duty or a pleasure worthy of future effort. The annual expenditure of. two or three hundred dollars 
would provide the dies for an annual medal, and pay a handsome premium to the designer. The Society 
might annually invite contributions of appropriate designs, and reward the successful competitor by a 
premium. In this way, there would be presented before it the annual register of discovery or of victory. 
From that register it could select the event which seemed most important, and would signalize it by a 
medal yrith appropriate numismatic devices and inscriptions. It could strike a few copies for itself, and 
for such cabinets as it wished to favor. As the series lengthened, it would gain value in the eyes of 
collectors ; and the Society could, from time to time, issue to them such suites of medals as they might 
desire, on the terms found most suitable. At the end of a century, without crippling at all it's other 
agencies, it would have recorded, in the most epigrammatic form, the annual impressions of the Ameri- 
can people as to the successive victories of their career. 

Respectfully submitted for the Committee, 

EPWARD E. HALE. 

From a Report of tJie Publishing Committee of the American Antiquarian Society^ Ocfgber^ 1853. 
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We remember the second, if we remember it, not because of the horror 
or the distress, but because one brave woman saved her husband s h'fe there, 
or because of some tradition of the charity by which Christendom relieved 
Lisbon. 

And the third, I think, for want of any such anecdote of the eternities, 
we do not remember at all ! 

Now there was a fourth event which passed in the same year, in which 
many hearts were broken, the fires extinguished in many happy homes, and 
lasting shame imprinted on many names of men of power. And this, of all 
the four, is the event which would seem most familiar to most of you, which 
in our time had started most tears, and which for the future has the best 
chance of remembrance. Yet that event, why it was such a trifle in the 
stream of human agony and of national victory, that it was scarcely named 
in the Royal speeches of that day, or in formal histories. It is preserved to 
your memory and mine only because a true-hearted poet has singled it out 
for his subject, and to give it immortality, has wrought into his poem the tale 
of a faithful peasant's hope, and of a faithful woman's love. It is the story 
of the cruelty which disgraced our ancestors and their king, when they kid- 
napped the French peasants of Acadia, which Mr. Longfellow has preserved 
for you and me, in the poem of Evangeline. 



ADVICE TO YOUNG COLLECTORS. 

Never be induced to pay extravagant prices for worthless coins. There 
are some coins which command and are worth a large price. But these are, 
in fact, very few. Even the rarity of a coin is no test of its real value to a 
collector. It may increase the price of the article ; but the young collector 
should bear in mind that the high price asked for a coin because it is rare, 
ought not to make him desirous of possessing it. The moment that the 
collector begins to value coins because of their rarity, he descends in the 
scale of Science ; and when he seeks to possess rare coins merely because 
of their being rare, he becomes a speculator, envious and uncomfortable in 
the presence of others, and ceases to be a genuine Numismatist Read as 
you collect. Never let a coin lie in your cabinet that you cannot give the 
history of, or connect with some historical event if it be possible. Be careful 
that your collecting does not become a mere matter of curiosity. Let it 
rather be a constant aid to your study. — Coins, Medals and Seals, W. C. 
Prime. 



EPITAPH ON JOHN PENNY. 

Here honest John, who oft the turf had paced, 

And stopped his mother^s earth, in earth is placed, 

Nor all the skill of John himself could save 

From being stopp'd within an earthly crave. 

A friend to sport, himself of sporting lame, 

John died, as he had lived, with heart of game, 

Nor did he yield, until his mortal breath 

Was hard run down by that grim sportsman — Death. 

Reader, if cash thou art in want of any. 

Dig four feet deep and thou wilt find — a Penny. 
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SINGULAR DISCOVERY. 

We copy the following item from Litteirs Living Age, No. 629, June 
14, 1856, and hope that some of our Richmond subscribers will tell us more 
about the coins : — 

A conrespondent in Virginia writes us that, while some hands employed by Mr. William 
Kearns, were digging out a cellar in Botetourt County, Virginia, about four miles from Buchanan, 
they came upon a quantity of coin consisting of some eight pieces, in an iron box about 14 
inches square. The coin was larger than a dollar, and the inscription in a language wholly 
unknown to any person in the vicinity. Upon digging down some 16 inches lower, they came 
to a quantity of iron implements of singular and heretofore unseen shape. Several sciuitific 
gentlemen have examined into the matter, and have come to ihe conclusion that the coins, 
together with the various other curiosities, must have been placed there at an extremely early 
date, and before the settlement of this country. — New York Weekly Daybook, 



THE ENGLISH HALF CROWN. 

The half-crown, or two-and-a-half shilling piece, has ceased to be coined 
at the British mint, and the London Times says that the feeling against the 
abolition of this coin is apparently very strong among a large portion of the 
English public. The discussion caused by this modification of the currency 
has, it is stated, revived the proposition that a tenpcnny piece, corresponding 
to the French franc, should be coined. Foreigners in England, it is argued, 
would find no difficulty in using the tenpenny piece, or franc, as two of these 
coins would be equal to a Prussian thaler, and five would be equal to the 
American dollar, and at the same time three would be equal to the existing 
half-crown. The Times suggests that if any of the present English coins are 
to be abolished, the most useful change would consist in transforming the 
florin, or two-shilling piece, into a half-dollar piece, or coin worth twenty-five 
pence. It is argued that, while all persons who preferred to do so might 
adhere to the old modes, the convenience of francs, half-dollars and dollars 
would so steadily commend them to general use, that in the course of a few 
years they would become perfectly naturalized in Great Britain as suitable for 
all exchanges of goods and other commodities. 



CHURCH TOKEN. 

Charleston, S. C, January 16, 1872. 
Editors of yournal of Numismatics : 

In the January number of the Journal, under the head of " Notes," I 
find the following statement: " Mr. Alfred S. Robinson, of Hartford, Conn., 
has an engraved medal of much interest. The device represents the com- 
munion-table, covered with a cloth, on which is a cup and a plate, and the 
inscription, * This do in remembrance of me,' above the emblems, and in a 
semi-circle. The reverse gives a rude representation of the burning biish ; 
above which, in a semi-circle, are the words, * Nee tamen Consumebatur,' a 
literal translation of which is, * Nevertheless it was not consumed.' Upon 
the edge of the piece, 'Presbyterian Church, Charleston, S. C, 1800.' By 
the Numismatic Scale it is size 18. Mr. Robinson informs us that he obtained 
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the relic of a gentleman who purchased it of a Union soldier, who obtained 
it at the South during the late war. It was probably a token of membership 
in the church." Some weeks ago I saw in one of the newspapers of the day, 
a statement similar to the above, but with the additional remark that probably 
the church was destroyed and its members dispersed. 

This medal was a " Token " of membership in the First Presbyterian 
Church of this city, known usually by the familiar name of the Scotch Pres- 
byterian Church. In 1731, this church was organized principally by natives 
of Scotland, after the model of the Church of Scotland. Their first house 
of worship was of wood, in Meeting, near Tradd Street. Subsequently they 
erected an elegant brick edifice, which is now their place of worship. 

In Scotland it was and is the custom to give to all communicants a 
"token" of recognition after examination by the minister and elders. This 
custom was introduced here, and tickets of paper were used, until about the 
year 1800. Then it was determined that a more costly token should be pro- 
cured, and an order was sent to England for the medal, of which Mr. Robinson 
now has one. There were 150 of them, the bill for their cost being now 
extant. The colored membership having become very numerous (some 500), 
a token was furnished in 1836 or '2>7^ which was a coined medal, in imitation 
of the silver engraved one, but struck in white metal or pewter, one of which 
now lies before me. This system of tokens continued for some vears, but 
was abolished perhaps twenty years ago. The silver engraved toicens were 
all gathered in by the Treasurer, and at the time of the bombardment of 
Charleston, were placed in the silver baptismal bowl — a gift of a member of 
the church — and that, in its case of black walnut, was sent to Columbia. No 
trace has been discovered of these sacred treasures, until the notice of the 
medal in Mr. Robinson s possession appeared. It will be a pleasant thing if 
that " Bowl " and those " Tokens " can be found, and returned to the church 
that owns them, which still exists in strength and usefulness, under the pas- 
toral charge of the Rev. John Forrest, D. D. j. h. t. 



ANCIENT MEDALS AIDS TO THE ANTIQUARY. 

YouR' Medallist, upon the first naming of an Emperor, will immediately 
tell you his age, family and life. To remember where he enters in the suc- 
cession, they only consider in what part of the cabinet he lies ; and by running 
over in their thoughts such a particular drawer, will give you an account of 
all the remarkable parts of his reign. — I thank you, says Philander, for 
helping me to an use that perhaps I should not have thougnt on. But there 
is another of which I am sure you could not but be sensible when you wpre 
at Rome. I must own to you that it surprised me to see my Ciceroni so 4vell 
acquainted with the busts and statues of all the great people of antiquity^ 
There was not an Emperor or Empress but he knew by sight, and as he wa^^ 
seldom without medals in his pocket, he would often shew us the same face 
on an old Coin that we saw in the Statue. 

He would discover a Commodus through the disguise of the club and 
lion's skin, and find out such a one to be Livia that was dressed up like a 
Ceres. Let a bust be never so disfigured, they have a thousand marks by 
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which to decipher it They will know a Zenobia by the sitting of her dia- 
dem, and will distinguish the Faustinas by their different way of tying up 
their hair. All this, however, is easily learnt from Medals, says Philander^ 
where you may see, likewise, the plans of many of the most considerable 
buildings of Old Rome. There is an ingenious gentleman of our own nation, 
extremely well versed in this study, who has a design of publishing the whole 
history of Architecture, with its several improvements and decays, as it is to 
be met with on ancient coins. He has assured me that he has observed all 
the nicety of proportion in the figures of the different orders that compose the 
buildings on the best preserved Medals. You here see the copies of such 
Ports and triumphal arches as there are not the least traces of in the places, 
where they once stood. You have here the models of several ancient 
Temples, though the Temples themselves, and the gods that were worshipped 
in them, are perished many hundred years ago. Or, if there are still any 
foundations or ruins of former edifices, you may learn from Coins what was 
their architecture when they stood whole and entire. These are buildings 
which the Goths and Vandals could not demolish, that are infinitely more 
durable than stone or marble, and will perhaps last as long as the earth itself. 
They are, in short, so many real monuments of brass, 

Which eating show'rs, nor north-wind's feeble blast, 
Nor whirl of time, nor flight of years can waste. 

Addison on Ancient Medals. 



DISCOVERY OF ANCIENT COIN. 

Quite an amount of ancient and very curious coin was discovered in 
Philadelphia a few weeks since, by workmen engaged in excavating a cellar. 
The coins, all pure gold, were contained in what appeared to be a thick brown 
parchment, and varied in size from an ounce down. Their discovery gave 
the laborers a holiday, they securing the money and knocking off work at 
once — one stalwart carter realizing about one hundred and fifty dollars. A 
Philadelphia paper gives an account of three of the coins which the proprie- 
tor of the estate succeeded in saving. The principal one looks like a Spanish 
or French piece, is pur^ gold, weighs an ounce, and was beaten out by a 
hammer. On one side are the letters F. V. A. and the figures 7, 4, i : on the 
other side are outlines of lions and other animal figures, also a Maltese 
cross with the letter " K " in the centre. The other two pieces are of later 
date; the oldest is dated 1687, and bears the image of a king, supposed to 
be that of Charles II. of England, a supposition hardly likely to be correct, 
as Itat king died in 1685. On one side, with the date, are the letters F. R, 
E. T. N. A. — Rex. On the reverse side is the English coat of arms with the 
tter " K " in the centre — coinciding, it will be noticed, with the first men- 
tioned, and implying for that, also, an English origin instead of Spanish or 
French — and the inscription " Vine. Imp. Chrs. Reg." The third coin is of 
the same pattern, and is dated 1 705 ; both are of beautiful workmanship. 
The origin of the coins, and the time and reason for their deposit, offer 
knotty problems to Philadelphia archaeologists. 
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Our readers will be interested in the following letter in relation to the 
above discovery of coins : — 

Philadelphia, January 31, 1872. 
Editors of Journal: 

In addition to what the papers told you about the finding of gold coins 
under the foundation of an old house in this city, I can only add, that two of 
the lucky holders called on me to show what they had, and to ascertain the 
intrinsic and numismatic values. They were gold coins of Spain and Spanish 
America, France and Portugal; doubloons, (cob and regular) double and 
single louis-d'ors, half-joe and moidore. The dates were from 1660 to 1749; 
but I only saw about a dozen pieces. They were in very fine condition, some 
not worn at all. If they were originally held together in a box or package, 
that protection had moulded away ; and the " yellow fellows," peeping out 
here and there as the spades turned the dirt over, were grabbed by the 
astonished spectators and carried off, before anybody could cry " that's mine." 
The pieces lay only a few feet below the level of the street. How many of 
them were there, it will not be easy to ascertain. 

The range of dates affords a lively proof of the force of " internal evi- 
dences." It needs no one to rise from the dead, to tell that the pile was 
deposited there after the year 1 749. The wonder is, that any one not a coin- 
collector in the usual acceptation, should have pieces reserved nearly a cen- 
tury back of that date. Most likely it was the Declaration of Independence 
which put the whole lot in that safe place. 

The discovery affords, also, an idea of what kind of currency, of the 
higher sort, was in use in those by-gone times. I am a little puzzled to know 
why there were no British guineas in the lots shown me ; probably there 
were some in other hands. 

As to their value for collections, over and above the intrinsic value, it is 
very small; for the reason that almost nobody cares to heap up gold coins, 
especially foreign. Herein the numismatists, not always the wisest of men, 
show that they have some wisdom. They know that a silver coin, and even 
a copper, has the same historical interest, and may on some accounts, be 
worth more than a gold coin, while it has a lower bullion value, and is far less 
tempting to a thief in the night. Your correspondent has but two in his 
petty collection : a double ducat of Ferdinand and Isabella, for the sake of 
Columbus; and a five-piastre of Turkey (quarter-dollar), curious for its small- 
ness. 

I did not buy any of this find for the Mint Cabinet, because we have 
them already, and because it is well to have an eye to the legal caution, 
Caveat Emptor. 

This stirs up a question of some importance to collectors. May we 
safely buy from any and everybody? Suppose a man crosses my field (sup- 
posing I had one,) and should stumble upon a dollar of 1804, dropped there 
so long ago, to whom does it belong, in law? This very case may yet come 
before our learned friend, Judge Putnam, and I hope he will care for those 
who care for coins. Truly yours, 

Wm. E. DuBois. 
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ROMAN COINS AND WEIGHTS. 

The early pound weight and coin were the same, As ; or by bartering 

foods for cattle, then the principal riches, whence the image of an ox came to 
e stamped on money, and the word pecunia itself to be so called from pectcSy 
cattle, their standard of value, as many suppose. The As, the first weight 
among the Romans, was divided into twelve ounces, uncia^ the ounce into 
eight drachms, and each drachm into three scruples, scrupuUe ; and the ouncfes 
in a pound were named and reckoned as follows: uncia^ an ounce; two 
ounces, from their being the sixth of an As, sextans ; and for a similar reason 
three ounces were called quadrans ; four ounces, triens ; five, quincunx ; six 
ounces, semissis^ that is, semt-aSy half an as; seven ounces, septunx ; eight 
ounces, bes ; nine, dodrans ; ten, dextans ; eleven, deunx. 

The method of dividing the brass money of Servius Tullius, {as libraliSy 
as, as grave), was similar. This coin at first weighed a pound, but at the time 
of the first Punic war only two ounces ; in the second Punic war, one ounce ; 
and soon afterwards, only half an ounce. 

At the close of the Republic (Sextus Pompey), the As and its subdivis- 
ions were no longer coined ; its parts were the farthing, quadrans^ teruncius^ 
and triens, the third part of it. 

Of Silver coins, the most common is the Sestertius, that is. Semis tertius^ 
three half asses ; hence it is marked ii s or ll s, in which letter s stands 
for semis, half an as, and the double i or double ll for two integral pounds, 
libra. The quinarius was double the sestertius, the denarius four times as 
much, equal to the drachma of the Greeks ; afterwards it was worth sixteen 
asses; this coin was called bigatus or quadrigatus, from the biga or quadriga^ 
stamped on it. 

A foreign coin called victoriatus, from its bearing the impress of Victor}% 
was equal to the quinarius. — Roman Antiquities, J. D. Fuss. 



THE PAR OF GREENBACKS. 

Chief Justice Chase wears a gold dollar attached as a charm to his 
watch-guard. He says : " I put that on my watch-guard when I issued the 
first greenback, intending to keep it there till the greenback was as good as 
it was. I wore it for a long time, and things looked so bad that I began to 
despair of ever realizing my expectations. So I put it away — locked it up 
out of sight. After a while a change came for the better, and I took it out 
once more ; but I begin to be afraid that 111 have to lock it up again." 



. QUERY. 

** Oxenbridge Thacher, of Boston, published an essay on the issue of a 
gold coinage, in 1 760." Where is a copy of the above work to be found ? 



The first date on an English coin was 1547, and the practice of dating 
coins and medals, did not come into use in Europe until the sixteenth centur)\ 
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A "COIN" FROM ILLINOIS. 

Our readers will be interested in the following paper on a quasi coin, 
reported to have been found in a boring in Illinois. This paper was read by 
Mr. Wm. E. DuBois before the American Philosophical Society, December i, 
1871, and to that Society our thanks are due, for the use of the cut — [Eds. 

In July last, a letter was received at the Smithsonian Institute, from Mr. 
Jacob W. Moffit, of Chillicothe, Peoria County, Illinois, enclosing the photo- 
graph of a medal or coin, with the following particulars in relation to it : — 

" In August, 1870, I took a contract for sinking a tubular well for Mr. 
Peter Cline, m this county. I had two men employed to assist in the labor, 
who are cognizant of all the facts connected with the finding of the coin. 

. " The following are the several strata through which we passed. We 
used a common ground auger, three inch bore : — 

"Soil, 3 feet. Yellow clay, 10; blue clay, 44; clay, sand, and gravel, 4; 
purple clay, 19; brown 'hard pan,' 10; green clay, 8 1-2; vegetable mould, 
2 ; yellow clay, 2 1-2 ; yellow hard pan, 2 ; mixed clay, 20 1-2. 

" Here we brought up the coin^ on the auger, from a depth of one hun- 
dred and twenty-five feet. 

" It has been examined by gentlemen in Chicago and St. Louis, without 
any result in explaining the mystery of its origin or date. It is vc\y desire 
that a further investigation be made. I can, if necessary, send affidavits of 
myself and other parties as to the truth of these statements. 

[Signed,] "Jacob W. Moffit," 

It may be here added, that the place is in a great prairie, near the centre 
of the State, and near the Illinois River; about 80 miles east of the Missis- 
sippi River. 

Professor Henry, having repeatedly referred rare coins to me, took the 
same course on this occasion, giving leave to communicate the facts to this 
society, if it was thought proper. 

An examination of the piece itself was necessary ; and in reply to my 
request the owner forwarded the same, with further details, to wit : — 

" In answer to your questions I must say, that very few wells or shafts in 
this region have attained a depth of more than 50 or 75 feet, except in the 
valleys, where occasionally we find a well, through sand and gravel drift, at 
the depth of 100 feet. 

" The only token of civilization discovered at a similar depth, in this 
State, was taken from a shaft in Whiteside County, about 2q years ago. The 
workmen, at the depth of 1 20 feet, discovered a large copper ring or ferrule, 
similar to those used on ship spars at the present time. They also found 
something fashioned like a boat-hook. 

" There are numerous instances of relics found at lesser depths. A spear- 
shaped hatchet, made of iron, was found imbedded in clay at 40 feet; and 
stone pipes and pottery have been unearthed at depths varying from 10 to 50 
feet, in many localities. 

" No rational estimate has ever been made of the rate of annual earthy 
deposit Our prairie land seems to have been built up by a deposit from 
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waters whose current set in from the N. W., changing its course only when 
in contact with some (then) eminence now far below the surface. The soil is 
seldom over three feet in thickness, usually underlaid by a yellow hard-pan 
of two to three feet Wood is quite common at all depths at which wells 
have been sunk in blue clay. 

" Nothing has been found in any of the Western mounds (as far as I ixn 
informed) bearing any resemblance in form or character to this coin. 

" On taking the coin from the auger, I washed the clay from it with 
water. It then presented no appearance of corrosion, bearing a dull red hue, 
such as is common to old copper. However, after a few minutes' exposure 
to the air it began to blacken, and in a short time was encrusted with a 
dark green, gummy coat, which I allowed to harden, and then removed by 
friction." 

Thus far from Mr. Moffit. I learn from another source, that Chillicothe 
is built upon an alluvium of the Illinois River, very sandy, loose, and easily 
washed away. The river thereabouts is widened into a lake, about one 
mile and a quarter wide, and twelve miles long. The French pioneers went 
through that region about the close of the seventeenth century. Whether 
the ground on which Chillicothe stands has been made by the river, to the 
depth of 125 feet, since the entrance of the whites, is appoint on which 
the residents there, with or without geological instruction, cannot venture an 
opinion. 

As to the facts, as above stated, there is every reason to rely upon their 
accuracy. I have to add some remarks on the physical and artistical traits of 
the coin itself: — 

Properly speaking, it is not a cozn or medal, since the marks upon it 
have not been produced by striking, but by engraving or etching; and they 
are sunken, or intaglio. It is of copper in good condition, in shape polygonal 
approaching to circular ; about one and an eighth inch in diameter ; somewhat 
pitted by corrosions, and with very rude figures and inscriptions on both 
sides. The central image on one side is that of a man, or a child ; on the 
other are two animals, one of them like a wild cat, with conspicuous ears. 
The legends are plain enough, to any one who can read them ; but being 
somewhere between Arabic and Phonographic, without being either, they are 
sufficiently puzzling. Happily we have members whose knowledge of paleo- 
graphy may throw some light. For myself, I have seen nothing like it 

As to the other artistic characters, the metal proves, by a delicate gauge, 
to be very uniform in thickness ; more so than could be attained by the beat- 
ing out of a hammer in savage hands. I therefore feel sure it has passed 
through a rolling-mill ; and if the ancient Indians had such a contrivance, it 
must have been pre-historic. 

There are other tokens of the machine shop. Any one can see that the 
piece has been shaped, not with much symmetry, with shears or chisel ; and 
the sharp edge taken down with a file. Coins or medals were not thus 
finished m ancient times, but they were in the ipiddle ages, and in Spanish 
America down to about 150 years past. (Tapping the edge with a hammer, 
was also in use.) 

If the figures and characters were made with a tool, if must have been 
a very v\t4e one, since a " flat^nosed " graver would have left g gmOPth trough 
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while here it is rough and granular. This would suggest the greater like- 
lihood of etchings were it not inconceivable that so advanced an art should 
have been practiced long ago on the Western prairies. The mineral acids, 
used for such work, were nowhere known until about the fourteenth century ; 
and in Illinois, while we might suppose agua ardiente^ we cannot concede 
aquafortis, longer ago than one century. On the whole, it has been worked 
out with a very crude instrument 

As to the condition of the piece, and the discolorations, it is well known 
that copper, exposed to the air, acquires a superficial suboxide or dioxide, 
which protects it from further destruction. Very many ancient copper coins 
have been turned up by the spade or plough, which, with a little cleaning up, 
look as if just out the mint I herewith show a specimen of Tetricus, a 
Roman usurper of the purple in France about A. D. 270, entirely free from 
corrosion. I also show a more interesting piece, which, with manjr others, 
was ploughed up in the southern part of England about 30 years ago. They 
were all so encrusted as to be illegible, and the owner gave me a choice at 
haphazard. On removing the coat of mail, and leaving only the mixture of 
brown and black oxides, it turned out to be a coin of Carausius, who estab- 
lished himself as a Roman Emperor in Britain, A. D. 287 ; as long before 
William the Conqueror as William was before Victoria. This piece is rare 
and in perfect order, and forms a part of the Mint collection. 

Some ancient coins, especially those with a slight alloy of tin o» cala- 
mine, making them bronze or brass, are beautifully coated and protected with 
the green carbonate, the same as that which formed on the. Illinois piece 
before cleaning. I herewith show one of these patlnated pieces, a coin of 
Augustus, also from the Mint Cabinet They may have been in favorable 
hiding-places, such as cinerary urns, or columbaria. 

AH things considered, I cannot regard this Illinois piece as ancienty nor 
old (observing the usual distinction); nor yet recent, because the "tooth of 
time " is plainly visible. 

What the piece was made for, is a part of the inquiry. Not for current 
money, because it would take a long time to make a handful ; more likely a 
work of amusement, possibly to exercise the antiquarians. But how it got 
into such a deep place, supposing it a bona fide discovery which I cannot call 
in question, is a very perplexing point, and I gladly hand over the explanation 
to any one willing to undertake it Certainly it seems, in connection with 
the finding of the copper ring, and other articles of iron and wood, at consid- 
erable depths, to form an item in the study of the formation of the superficial 
strata in that interesting section of our country. 

^ Since the foregoing was written, I am favored with the suggestions (in 
writing) of Professor Lesley. He suspects that if any thing, it is an astrologi- 
cal amulet There are upon it the signs of Pisces and Leo. The figures on 
the obverse and reverse faces correspond in the attitude of the left arm, raised 
and flourishing a whip, or thunderbolt He reads the date 1572, and says 
that no geologist can accept the statement that a piece of that age could be 
lying naturally, at the depth of 125 feet, under an Illinois prairie. The piece 
was placed there as a practical joke, though not by the present owner; and is 
a modern fabrication, perhaps of the sixteenth century, possibly of Hispano- 
American, or French-American origin. It may have some connection with 
the journeys of the early French pHestfi or their voyageurs. 



92 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. [April, 

I would only add, that those views are forcible, but yet they take impos- 
ture for granted, and in so doing leave us in this dilemma : that a curious 
piece was made many years ago, and held, for the purpose of trick, until a 
deep hole should be made, long afterwards, in which to bury it and com- 
plete the deception. It is also very hard to believe, that an intelligent and 
experienced operator in this line would allow himself to be sported with by 
workmen, and take so much pains, far and near, to ascertain what kind of 
article he had found. 

Mr. Lesley explained : " He considered the integrity, experience, and 
vigilance of the well-sinker no guarantee against the surreptiti6us insertion 
of the coin. It is impossible to prevent a practical joke of that sort when 
the jester is resolved to have it so. Experience furnishes a thousand proofs 
of this in our extensive oil regions, where all kinds of rubbish have been 
brought J:o the surface from considerable depths ; nails, anthracite coal, 
California nuggets, 'butter of antimony,' Lake Superior red hematite iron 
ore, &c. 

" It looks as if there is a good deal of this sort of thing going on in the 
West. The copper ring and boat-hook ' taken from a shaft at Whiteside,- at 
a depth of 120 feet;* *the iron spear-shaped hatchet embedded in clay at 
40 feet,' mentioned in the paper, are subjects for the same incredulity. 
The only possible explanation, excluding an imputation of fraud, in the latter 
case, would presuppose the recent filling up of a hole in the river bed with 
clay, through which a piece of iron might slowly settle down. 

" The discovery of a circular stone fire-place, with embers, by Mr. 
Latrobe's party of engineers in a gravel cut for the road bed of the Baltimore 
and Ohio R. R., many years ago, at a depth of 50 or 60 feet beneath the 
surface, is a circumstance belonging to quite a different category. 

" In the present case, we have an evident imitation of Mediterranean 
coins. But the central figures are unmistakably Red Indian in their char- 
acter. It is either unique of its kind, or one of a very small class. The 
probabilities against a borehole striking such an object are simply infinity to 
one. The improbabilities of the coin being at or near the surface, and being 
worked out from the wall of the hole by the friction of the rods are equally 
great There is too much method in the arrangement of the elements of the 
legend to doubt that the maker had a definite idea to express. A compound 
oval symbol occupies the right edge on each face, and may have a phallic 
significance. But the two human figures on one face seem rather to be in 
conflict than in conjunction. The head dress may represent hair, or may 
represent the Indian warrior's feather crest." 

Professor Trego remarked that he had seen the once famous grave 
mound relic and the man " who discovered " and possessed it. and believed it 
to be fraudulent He had no faith in such discoveries in the West 
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THE ILLINOIS "COIN." 
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TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES. 

BOSTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 

Thursday^ Jan. 4, 1872. — The Annual Meeting was held this day at the 
Library of the Horticultural Society, at 4 o'clock, P. M. The Secretary pro 
tern, read the report of the last meeting, which was accepted. The Com- 
mittee appointed to nominate officers for the ensuing year reported, as 
follows : For President^ Jeremiah Colburn ; Vice President and Curator^ 
Henry Davenport ; Treasurer^ John K. Wiggin ; Secretary^ William S. 
Appleton, — which report was adopted. 

The President presented the following coins from Mr. George F. Ulex, 
of Hamburg, Germany: An electrotype copy of a French coin, said to 
be the first coin struck for Canada. Obv. Head to right, lvd. xiiii. d. g. fr. 
ET. NAV. REX. Rev. Shield crowned gloriam. regnt. v. tvi. dicent. 1670. 
Mint mark v, as seen in the legend, and another above the shield. Silver, 
size 13.* Also four coins in German silver, — I. Real and its divisions, which 
were struck in Paris, 1869-70, for, the Republic of Honduras, and rejected by 
that government. They were returned and sold to the manufacturers of 
German silver ware, in Hamburg. Mr. Root exhibited two proof dollars 
of 1836 (one the rare "Gobrecht"), and proofs of 1838, '39, and '40; half 
dollars, 1828 to '35 inclusive, '36, two varieties, 37, '38, four van, '39 and '40, 
— uncirculated and proofs; quarter dollars, 1828 to '40 inclusive, all uncir. ; 
dimes, 1828 to '40, all excepting one uncir.; half dimes, 1829 to '40 inclusive, 
uncir.; cents, 1828, '29, '30, '31, two var.,**32, two van, '33 to 1840, two van, 
all uncirculated or proofs ; half cents, 1829, '31, '32, '33, '34, '35, '36, '40, 
uncirculated. He also exhibited the following pieces frorh the Clay Collec- 
tion: The " Naked-bust WasHington cent," 1792, brilliant proof; large Eagle 
cent, without date, obv. head of George III, unique, size 20; large pattern 
Virginia penny, 1773, size 17; cents of 1793, 17941 and 1795, and a half cent 
of 1797, all proofs. Mr. Crosby showed U. S. cents of 1828, two van, '29, 
'30, three van, '31, '32, '33, '34, two van, '35»/36, two van, '37, three van, '38, 
'39, four van, '40, four van, all in fine condition; half cents, 1828, three van, 
'29» '3i» '32, two van, 'n, '34, '35, '36, '40; Mass. cents, 1787, '88, fine; two 
varieties of the Pitt medal ; two Colonial patterns in Bath metal (Clay Cata- 
logue, Nos. 237 and 238) ; and a Conn, cent from the Clay sale. Mr. Robinson 
showed a half dollar of 1836, proof; cents of 1835, two van, '36, '37, two van, 
38, two van, '39, three van, '40, in fine condition. 

Adjourned, Samuel A. Green, Secretary pro tempore. 

Thursday^ Feb. i, 1872. — The monthly meeting was held at 4, P. M., — 
the President in the chain Dr. Green presented the following coins from 
Mrs. R. Elton : A Greek copper coin, found in the Temple of Apollo in Phi- 
galia; a Scotch groat of Robert; coin of John VI.; 960 reis, struck at Rio 
Janeiro, 1818; and several pieces of Maunday money. The President pre- 
sented fac-similes of the seals of Virginia, from Thomas H. Wynne, .Esq., 
Richmond, Va. Dr. Edward Jarvis presented twelve specimens of paper 
money, 1 780-1 864. The thanks of the Society were voted for the above 

* A description of this piece can be found in Le Blanc " Traite historique des monnayes de France," 
1629, p. 304, and in " Conbrouse, Catalogue raisonne des Monnaies Nationales de France" (Paris, 1839). 
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gifts. Mr. Seavey showed a complete series of the United States gold 
coinage from 1840 to 1850 inclusive, embracing the eagles, half and quarter 
do. ; the silver series of the same dates ; cents of the above dates, and half 
cents of 1840, two varieties, 1842, two van, 1843, two van, 1849, two van; 
three pattern half dimes, 1849; and pattern (engraved) gold dollar of same 
date; — ^also the following pieces from the Clay sale: "God preserve New 
England, 1694 " ; " N. E." sixpence ; " N. E." penny {See Clay Catalogue, page 
1 1, number 72) ; and three Colonial coins of Louis XVI, Mr. Crosby showed 
proof half cents of 1840, '42, '43, '44, '46, '47, and two of 1849. 

Adjourned, Samuel A. Gkfjs.1^^ Sec. pro tern. 

Thursday, March 7. — A monthly meeting of the Society was held at 4 
o'clock, this afternoon, the President in the chain After the regular business, 
the President noticed the death of Mr. Stearns, of Cambridge, one of our ear- 
liest members, and also that of Mr. Taylor, of Charleston, S. C, a corres- 
ponding member. Mr. Taylor died quite suddenly; a communication was 
received from him but a few weeks since. [A notice of both the above-named 
members will be found in this number of the yournalI\ 

A letter was read from the Secretary, Mr. Appleton, dated at Rome, Feb. 
10, 1872, in which he says, " I have lately got quite a number of Italian coins ; 
at Milan, the triple-face dollar of Trivulzio, which brought a high price at 
auction in New York, not long ago ; at Parma, coins of various North-Italian 
duchies, &c. At Rome, I have especially tried to complete series of the 
emperors and popes, but with less success than I could wish. I have how- 
ever found some pieces of emperors I wanted, and which count among those 
of a certain degree of rarity. I have been more successful with the popes; 
having added several of the small silver coins earlier than any I had in the 
series, three being of the fourteenth century. . I have also the still earlier 
coins struck by the Senate, and by Charles of Anjou and Brancaleo as sena- 
tors in the thirteenth century, I have also picked out a few more of the 
large silver scudo, of which there is such a great number and long series." 

The proof coins for various members of the Society were received for 
distribution. Mr. Root showed the following pattern pieces: 1851, dollar in 
copper; 1852, gold ring dollar; 1852, U. S. ring cent; 1852, nickel ring 
dollar; 1852, silver ring dollar; 1852, gold ring dollar; 1853, cent in nickel; 
1854, flying-eagle cent; — also the complete series of the coinage from 1851 
to 1854 inclusive. The dollars of 1851 and 1852 were particularly fine and 
well struck. Mr. Crosby exhibited U. S. Cents — two of 1850, two of 1851, 
one of 1852, two of 1853 and two of 1854. Half-Cents. One each of 1850, 
'51, '52, '53. One in copper and one in brass, of 1854. Patterns. Ring cent 
of 1850. Two Cent Piece of 1850. Nickel Cent of 1851. Nickel do., of 
1853. Two do. of 1854. 

Dr. Green showed one of the medals, in silver, struck for the late Assay 
Commission. Adjourned to the nth of April next. 

Samuel A. Green, Sec. pro iem. 



NUMISMATIC AND ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY OF MONTREAL. 

Montreal^ Dec. 20,a87i. — The annual meeting of this Society took place 
last evening, at the rooms of the Natural History Society, when there was a 
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fair attendance of members. The Treasurer's statement was read, from which 
it appears that the finances of the Society are in a satisfactory condition, there 
being a balance in hand after paying all expenses. The Society's Library 
now comprises about 100 volumes; and the Cabinet consists of 760 coins, 77 
medals, a number of casts of rarer coins, and several specimens of paper 
money and Canadian antiquities. The foUo.wing were elected officers for the 
ensuing year : Henry Mott, President ; D. Rose and R. J. Wicksteed, Vice 
Presidents ; Gerald E. Hart, Cor. Sec. ; G. Hopkins, Rec. Sec. ; R. W, Mc- 
Lachlan, Treasurer and Curator. During the evening, Mr. Alfred Sandham 
exhibited a beautiful collection of Canadian medals and coins, probably the 
most complete series of Canadian medals in existence. Mr. Mott also exhib- 
ited a number of very rare Canadian coins. It was decided that during the 
present winter a course of three public lectures shall be given. Papers will 
also be read by members at each of the regular meetings. It is proposed to 
publish a monthly periodical, devoted entirely to Canadian history, antiquities, 
and numismatics ; and a committee was appointed to procure estimates as to 
expense of such a publication. Arrangements have been made with the Nat- 
ural History Society whereby meetings are held in its rooms, and the Cabinet 
and Library will be arranged for inspection and referepce for those desiring 
its use, on application to the officers of the Society. — Montreal Daily WitnesSy 
Dec. 21, 1871. 

We are glad to learn that the Parliament of Quebec has voted an annual 
grant of $100 to the Montreal Society. — [Eds. 



THE ANNUAL ASSAY AT THE MINT, OF THE COINAGE 

OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The Board of Assay Commissioners, whose duty it is to make an assay 
of the coinage of the United States, met yesterday morning at the Mint. 
The Commissioners appointed by the President are as follows : Prof. Joseph 
Henry, of the Smithsonian Institute ; Prof. John Torrey, U. S. Assay Office, 
New York ; Rev. F. A. P. Barnard, President Columbia College, N. Y, ; Prof. 
Fairman Rogers, Philadelphia; Hon. George H. Stuart, Phila.; Hon. John 
Jay Knox, Deputy Comptroller of the Currency, Washington; Col. Robert F. 
Stevens, late Director of the Mint at San Francisco; Prof. W. P. Blake, New 
Haven, Conn.; Samuel A. Green, M. D., Boston, Mass.; Prof. George David- 
son, U. S. Coast Survey ; Hon. R. W. Taylor, First Comptroller of the Treasury 
Department at Washington. In addition to these, Hon. John Cadwalader, 
Judge of the U. S. District Court; Hon. Aubrey H. Smith, U. S. District 
Attorney; and Hon. J. W. Forney, Collector of the Port of Philadelphia, are 
ex officio members of the Committee. Hon. John Cadwalader took the chair, 
and the Director's Clerk acted as Secretary. The coins to be assayed will 
be distributed in parcels, with reference to their places of coinage and their 
metallic character, as follows: i. Gold coins from the Mint at Philadelphia; 
2. Silver coins from the same; 3. Gold coins from the Branch Mint at San 
Francisco, Cal. ; 4. Silver coins from the same ; 5. Gold coins from the Branch 
Mint at Carson City, Nevada; 6. Silver coins from the same. 

The process of testing the various denominations of coin occupies sev- 
eral days, and is very elaborate. The amount of variations permitted by law 
is alarmingly slight, being one-fourth of a grain for the gold coins, from half 
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a grain to a grain and a half for silver, and one grain in a pennyweight for 
copper. It is high praise of the Philadelphia Mint to say that it has never 
exceeded these minute variations. All the coin of the United States is tested 
here, and the result forwarded to Washington. The Press, Philadelphia, 
Feb. 13, 1872. 



THE BOSTON WASHINGTON MEDAL. 

The medal voted by Congress to General Washington, in consequence 
of the evacuation of Boston by the British army, as well as that to General 
Gates, for the Convention of Saratoga, and that to General Greene, for the 
battle of Eutaw Springs, were executed by the first artists at Paris, under 
the direction of the author of this Poem, who availed himself of the talents 
of the celebrated Abbe Barthelemy, and the Academy of Belles Lettres and 
Inscriptions, to assist in furnishing the devices and inscriptions. [Note 
appended to a Poem on the death of Gen. Washington^ by David Humphreys.] 



THE PREBLE MEDAL. 

Charlestown, Mass., March 7, 1872. 
Editors American journal 0/ Numismatics : — 

While in Washington recently, I learned from Mons. Loubat, who is, I 
believe, preparing a work on our National Medals, that the original dies for 
the Preble Medal were in use on the desk of a clerk at the Navy Depart- 
ment 2iS paper weights \ and that they had been knocking about that department 
for many years without regard to or knowledge of their cost and value. 

The next day I found them as Mons. Loubat said, on a clerk's desk doing 
duty as paper weights, — the obverse seemingly in good order, but the reverse 
somewhat corroded by rust. I accordingly addressed a note to the Director 
of the Mint informing him of the fact. Under date of March 2, 1872, he 
writes me, " I duly received your letter of the 24th ult, informing me that 
the original dies of the Preble Medal, struck in 1805, were in use by a clerk 
at the Navy Department as paper weights. They have since been transferred 
to the custody of the Mint, by order of the Secretary of the Treasury, and are 
now in the hands of the engraver of the Mint, with a view to their restoration 
to good working order, — a result which I hope may be fully accomplished." 

The Mint has in possession, I believe, all the dies of our National Med- 
als ; those of the Pwble Medal were alone wanted to complete the series. 
Until this recent discovery it was unknown what had become of them. 
The correspondence concerning the Preble Medal, published in the January 
number of the Journal of Numismatics, discloses, that the press at the Mint 
being defective it was proposed to send these dies to Birmingham, England, 
for the purpose of striking in copper, duplicates of the gold medal voted to 
Commodore Preble. This may account for their being at the Navy Depart- 
ment. The copper medals were struck under authority of that department, 
and the dies when returned from England were probably sent there instead 
of to the Mint, their cost being chargeable to the Navy and not to the Treas- 
ury Department Very truly yours, 

Geo. Henry Preble, Captain U. S. N. 
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GENUINE COIN. 
Editors of youmal of Numismatics : 

The writer has lately had his attention called to an argument between 
two coin collectors as to the genuineness of coins and other pieces in their 
respective cabinets. An article in Harpers Magazine^z few years ago, boldly 
asserted that Colonial pieces were counterfeited in a factory for the purpose, 
in the vicinity of New York, to meet the demand of collectors. This may 
have been denied, but if so, it would be well that more publicity should be 
given to the denial ; and this, with the opinion of well known experts, such 
as Mr. Colburn or Mr. Cogan, who would lessen the fears of enthusiastic 
amateurs, by throwing some light upon the matter. As an instance of this, 
one collector asserts that he knows a certain piece to be genuine, guaranteed 
in a bill of sale, in other words authenticated by what we may call a pedigree, 
traced from its original possessor, from the time it left the die to its last owner. 
And again, that when a piece is sold by an honorable dealer, without the word 
genuine or original, it may be so or not — the matter is left to the knowledge 
of the purchaser. If such were the case, it is seen that all confidence be- 
tween dealer and buyer would be destroyed, and pieces that now bring a 
standard average in the higher rates, would be looked on as suspicious, simply 
because they could not be traced. How many collections would stand this 
test? Thousands of pieces stored away by antiquaries and others, when 
brought to light for the benefit of their families, would be discarded or bring 
a nominal price, because the former owner couldn't rise from his last sleep 
and assure the anxious purchaser that those coins are genuine. Then, again, 
it is argued that a piece from a certain sale must be genuine, or it would 
not have been in the possession of its owner. This does not follow, it 
being the habit of collectors to obtain any piece they may be able, if they 
fancy it. We know that a rare coin, duly vouched for, excites competition, 
but if we require a history in every case, it is not likely we should ever be 
troubled with an extensive collection. 

Suppose a collector should accidentally discover a lot of rare pieces; 
would he question their genuineness on the score that they were not authen- 
ticated, and call them doubtful, without obvious reasons ? We trow not. 
Then, again, who would consider it fair dealing between the seller and buyer, 
for the seller to buy a doubtful coin for fifty cents, and sell it for $5, or $10, 
leaving it to be inferred from the price, that it is genuine.? 

After due consideration, we argue that a coin is worth exactly what the 
purchaser will give, according to his means, his knowledge and desire for its 
possession. We cannot bring ourselves to believe that any dealer with 
regard for his reputation and business, would change a sound piece for any 
doubtful coin, without notice of that fact. 1 1 would be rather a disagreeable 
reflection for the happy possessor of a well stored cabinet, when exhibiting rare 
pieces, to be met with the words, " How do you know them to be genuine.'^ " 

We hope that this matter will be taken up by some of our coin col- 
lectors. The writer confesses that his experience in Numismatics is too 
limited to intrude any farther on the subject, and leaves the discussion to 
abler hands. 

J NO. Cameron. 

Washington, D. C, March, 1872. 
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MEDALS FOR INDIANS. 

Sir Danvers Osborne, after he had been appointed Governor of New- 
York, in 1753, brought out, among other presents for the Six Nations, thirty 
silver medals; his Majesty's [George II.] picture on one side, and the Royal 
Arms on the other, with silver loop and ring, in shagreen cases, with a yard 
of the best broad scarlet watered ribbon, silver hooks and eyes. Though 
these medals seem to have all disappeared, possibly a stray one may be found 
in some collection. — Historical Magazine^ for September, 1865, page 285. 



ROBINSON'S SALE OF MEDALS AND COINS. 

The above named Collection was sold by Bangs, Merwin & Co., New 
York, Jan. 5, 1872. We note a few of the best pieces, and the prices they 
brought 

U. S. Cents, 1793, good specimen, $4.50; do. link, 6.00; 1794, uncir., 4.75 ; do. fine, 2.00; 1795, 

food, 2.25 ; do. fine, 2.50; 1776, good, 2.00 ; do. scarce type, 4.75 ; 1798, fine, 2.00 ; 1799, 4.75 ; 1803, 
ne, 1.25; 1805, fine, 1.25; 1809, good, 1.50; 1812, 1.25; 1813, fine, 1.25; 1814, fine, i.oo; 1817, 1.25; 
1822, proof, 5.00; 1825, fine, 1.50 ; do., 1.25 ; 1834, uncir., i.co ; 1837, uncir., i.oo ; 1841, uncir., 1.50. 

Washington half dollar, "unmistakable marks of circulation," 13.00. Half dime, 1792, worn, 
5.00. Annapolis Threepence, 1783, date plain, 4.75. Maximilian Dollar, 1866, 1.25 ; do. 1867, 1.40. 

U. S. half dollar, 1797, worn, 6.25. Medal of the "Presbyterian Church, Charleston, S. C, 1800," 



I.oo. 



TREASURE-TROVE. 

Being on my passage from Detroit to Mackinack, on Lake Huron, a 
Mr. Wetzler, of Rock River, Wisconsin, stated to me that a Mr. Davy, an 
English emigrant, found, in making an excavation in his land near " Oregon," 
some antiquities, consisting of silver coins, for which Mr. Wetzler offered 
him, unsuccessfully, ^^50. The story looks very much like a humbug, but it 
was told with all seriousness by a respectable looking man. — Henry R. 
Schoolcraft's Personal Memoirs of a Residence of Thirty Years with the 
Indian Tribes^ page 661. 



WM. GORDON STEARNS. 

The subject of the following obituary notice was one of the first Numismatic 
Collectors in this vicinity, as well as one of the earliest members of this Society. This 
notice of him was prepared by a College classmate. — [Eds. 

William Gordon Stearns was born in Chelmsford, Mass., November 22, 1804. He was 
the only son of Asahel Stearns, Professor of Law in Harvard University. His mother, Frances 
Wentworth, was the daughter of Benjamin Whitney, of Hollis, high sheriff of Hillsboro' 
County, N H. He entered Harvard College in 1820, graduated in 1824, holding a respectable 
rank for scholarship, and always esteemed by the Faculty and by his fellow students for the 
excellent and substantial qualities of his mind and character, though his native reserve and 
shyness made him less known than he deserved to be. On leaving College he devoted himself 
to the study of the law, and received the degree of LL. B. in 1827, and he then began the 
pra6lice of his profession in Boston, and in 1834 entered into partnership with Theophilus. 
Parsons, Esq., now Professor of Law in Harvard University. 

In 1844 he accepted the Stewardship of Harvard College. He held this office for twenty- 
six years, till the autumn of 1870, when, with a presentiment of coming evil, he sent in his 
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resignation, after a most diligent, faithful, judicious and acceptable performance of the duties 
of his place. In December of that year, after imprudent exposure on a very cold and windy 
day, he was suddenly seized with a paralytic affedion which deprived him of the power of 
speech, and, to some extent, of the use of his limbs, and of his mental faculties. From this he 
never recovered. After more than a year of trial and suffering under his disease, he was at 
length released from his prison in the flesh, January 31, 1872, at the age of 67. 

Mr. Stearns, inheriting much of his excellent father's nature, was a man of sound intelledl 
and judgment, cultivated by reading and meditation, and of sterling qualities of mind and 
heart. Without brilliant gifts and of a modest and retiring disposition, he was not destined to 
shine in the world. His life was a quiet and uneventful one. He preferred a quiet and unshowy 
career, and was content with the tranquil usefulness of his lot Though he never sought society, 
and confined himself to his office and his solitary home, there was no lack in him of kindness 
or sympathy. And those who knew him found him a genial companion and a faithful friend. 
Under his outward reserve beat a warm and generous heart, ever ready to help in time of need. 
Strid accuracy, fidelity to his trusts, a high sense of honor, the most scrupulous integrity and 
conscientiousness marked all the a6ts of his life. He was a man of a reverent and religious 
nature, yet in this, as in other respedls, reticent and undemonstrative, feeling more than he said. 
We part from him as one of the true men, who, in a life of quiet and steady service, have done 
well their part on earth, and entered, we trust, on higher and happier work in some other of the 
" many mansions " of our " Father's house." w. n. 

Cambridge, Feb. 29, 1872. 



JAMES H. TAYLOR. 

Died suddenly, at his home in Charleston,^ S. C, on the evening of February 3, 1872, 
James H. Taylor, aged sixty-one. A man of fare mind and rich culture, not only from the 
keen susceptibilities of his nature, which attracted every mental treasure within his reach, but 
from a habit of devoting every spare moment of daily life of complicated and varied business, 
to the securing and arranging the best thoughts, in the best way, for future use. Analytical 
and critical, at the same time comprehensive in his powers, he grasped and possessed a whole 
array of subjects, usually left to professedly scientific and philosophical men. Genial, benevo- 
lent and beneficent in feeling and action, guided and governed by high Christian principle, it is 
enough to say, " That these elements were so mixed in him, that nature might stand up and 
say, ' This was a man I ' ** 

The foregoing is from a correspondent in Charleston, to which we will add the 
testimony of another in Philadelphia : — 

" Col. Taylor was a man of remarkably fine presence, and prepossessing in his address. 
Mild, dignified and courteous, he bore the very impress of a gentleman, — let me say, one of 
nature's noblemen. This, indeed, is not the most that we seek in man, but society is greatly 
enriched by the mingling of such men. .Although a Southerner, his comprehensive mind and 
heart overleaped the boundary line, once real, now imaginary, between North and South, and he 
had only to be known, anywhere, to have warm friends. 

Although Col. Taylor was a partner in a conspicuous mercantile house, and latterly had 
consented to join the cares of a municipal office, he found time for the elegant diversions of 
literature and numismatics ; and it is chiefly on this last account that his record deserves to be 
kept in the yournal of Numismatics. He had a fine collection of coins, American and foreign, 
the result of many years* assiduous accumulsftion. He has long been a member of the Boston 
Society.*' 



NOTES. 

Silver coin is a legal tender in England for only forty shillings. 

A CUBIC inch of fine gold is worth 1(209.84. 

The gold dollar and the double eagle were both fir.st coined in 1850, in pursuance of the law of 
March 3d, 1849. 

The world has had its iron age, its golden age, and its age of bronze ; but the present is the age 
of steal. 

The coinage of a country is an indication of the progress of its art. Hence it is a matter of 
national pride mat our coin should be well executed. 
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EDITORIAL. 

We have received from the author, a copy of A New System of Measures^ IVeights, and Money y 
entitlea the Linn-Base Decimal System^ and designed for the adoption of all Civiliud Nations^ as ths 
one common system^ by W. Wilberforce Mann. It is a little pamphlet of twenty pages, published in 
New York. As its name indicates, it sets forth a new system oi measures, weights, and money, which 
would serve for all countries. While it shows great ingenuity, it will be a long time before it is univer- 
sally adopted. 

Mason'* s Coin Collectors' Magc^ine comes to us with its title slightly changed, having dropped so 
much of its name as related to Stamps. The editor, however, continues in the stamp business, and is 
ready to supply the public with what is wanted in that specialty. His address is Tenth and Chestnut 
Streets, Philadelphia, and the subscription to the Magazine is only $\.^o per annum, 

Illinois has the credit of manufacturing the '* Cardiff Giant" She now claims the discovery of a 
pre-historic coin — an account of which we give in this number. The reasoning of Mr. DuBois, and the 
conclusions of Professors Lesley and Trego, change the oft repeated proverb, "Truth lies at the 
bottom of the well." In this case it seems that the lie was at the bottom of the well. 

Among the relics at the "Hermitage," Nashville, Tenn., which formerly belonged to General 
Andrew Jackson, are a number of coins ; among which are a Washington Half Dollar, 1792, and a Pine 
Tree Two-pence, 1762. They were presented to General Jackson by Mr. John Guest, Jan. 37, 1837. 

A CORRECTED Price List of the Gay Sale has been issued. Copies can be obtained of Charles 
Chaplin, 14 Spring Street, Boston. Price 75 cents. 

Book Illustrators, and Collectors of Engravings, will find an extensive assortment of Portraits, 
Views and Historical Prints, at the room of Mr. James Usher, 15 School Street. 

At the wooden wedding of one of our correspondents (E. J. C), a new and peculiar feature (for 
such occasions), was the presentation to each ^uest, of a United States coin, bright as when it fell from 
the die. The coins were procured at the Philadelphia Mint by the happy couple on their wedding tour, 
and are dated the year of their marriage. 

We hear that Mr. Joseph J. Mickley, of Philadelphia, is spending the winter in Spain, whence 
he intends to return home in the spring. He has had a pleasant time in seeing the old world for the 
past three or four years, looking at men and things and taking notes, from Finland to Upper Eg)'pt 
A few items per contra, of course. Once he was accidentally knocked down by a porter in Constan- 
tinople, and lay insensible for some hours. At Florence, Cairo, and Leipzic, he encountered the 
small pox in its ravages, and at the latter place took it, although he had passed through it- once before, 
in his own country. An agreeable, well-informed, and withal modest gentleman, able to speak in most 
of the languages he encounters, cannot help but make friends wherever he goes. And accordingly, 
we hear from another gentleman who has traveled somewhat in his wake, that ^* Doctor Mickley 
has made a sensation in Europe." 

W. H. Child, of Madison, 111., has one of the first issues of copper coins in the United States. 
On one side is the sun shining on a dial, at the base of which are the words, " Mind Your Business,*' 
the date, " 1787," and the word "Fugio." On the reverse side are the words, "We Are One,** sur- 
rounded by a chain of thirteen links. Not more than half a dozen are known to exist in this country. 

The above item has gone the rounds of the papers in all sections of our country. This coin is 
not of the first issue in the United States, and instead of its being true that " not more than half a 
dozen are known to exist in this country," a thousand a^ least, have come under our observation ; besides, 
the original dies of the coin are now extant. 



CURRENCY. 

A CAPITAL business — lending money. 

An object of interest — a five-twenty bond. 

Small change — from late autumn to early winter. 

Original dollar store— the Treasury of the United States. 

The patron saint of small New York counterfeiters — Cent Nickelus. 

A HUNDRED cents will make a dollar, but a million dollars will not make good sense. 

ERRATUM. 
Montreal Trade Tokens. On page 74, under No. 3, in two places, for Ray, read Roy. 
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PAYMENTS FOR THE JOURNAL. 

Boston, A. H. Vinton, E. F. Slafter, J. B. Rhodes, W. T. Wardwell, H. 
S. Adams, H. Davenport, J. Leonard, W. H. Wheeler, W. E. Woodward, J. A. 
Lewis, D. R. Child, Justin Jones, J. K. Wiggin; Brookline, Mass., Public 
Library ; Ware, Mass., W. C. Eaton ; New Sharon, Me., J. F. Pratt ; Hart- 
ford, Conn., ]. H. Trumbull ; New Haven, J. Edwards, Jr., (Vol. VIL); New 
York City, D. L. Walters, J. M. Bailey, E. H. Sanford, Astor Library, R. 
Hewitt, Jr., G. Hodgsdon, W. B. Dick, B. Westerman, L. B. Smith, C. \. 
Bushnell, C Lightbody, W. M. Allen, J. F. McCoy, W. Defendorf, A. C. 
Zabriskie, (Vol. VH.), R. L. Stuart; Brooklyn, N. Y., J. C. Brevoort, B. Betts; 
Catskill, N. K, G. Person ; Trenton Falls, N. Y., M. Moore ; Katonah, N. Y., 
H. A. Lewis; Dover, N. J., C. McFarlen; Burlington, A. B. Engstrom ; 
Plainfield, W. M. Stillman ; Philadelphia, W. J. Jenks, W. S. Vaux, W. E. 
DuBois; Mint of the United States; Norristown, Pa., J. G. Ralston; Balti- 
more, Md., E. J. Snow; Washington, D. C, J. Cameron ; Cincinnati, O., Pub- 
lic Library, H. C. Ezekiel; Lansing, Mich., O. A. Jenison, (Vol. VH.); Fort 
Wayne, Ind., F. P. Randall; Augusta, Ga., G. G. Leonhardt ; Montreal, 
Canada, R. W. McLachlan. 



THE AMERICAN BIBLIOPOLIST, 

iMONTHL K.) 

ONE DOLLAR A YEAR, 

Contains a Priced Catalogue of OLD AND NEW BOOKS FOR 
SALE, NOTICES OF RARE, CURIOUS AND VALUABLE 

BOOKS, PRIVATE LIBRARIES, &c. 

J. SABIN & SONS, 

84 NASSAU STREET, NEW YORK. 



JUST PUBLISHED. 

THE COIN BOOK, comprising A History of Coinage [in Great 
Britain] ; A Synopsis of the Mint Laws of the United States; Statistics of 
the Coinage from 1792 to 1870; List of Current Gold and Silver Coins, and 
their Custom House Values; A Dictionary of all Coins known in Ancient 
and Modern Times, with their Values; the Gold and Silver Product of each 
State to 1870, &c., &c., with Cuts of the Present American and English, 
French and other Coins. By I. Smith Homans, Jr., 23 Murray Street, New 
York. Price % 2.50. J. B. Lippincott & Co. Philadelphia. 



SALES OF MEDALS, COINS, PAPER MONEY, &c. 

April 8, 1872. A Collection of Gold, Silver and Copper Coins, Medals, 
&c. By Thomas Birch & Son, Philadelphia. 

April II, 1872. The Collection of Coins, Medals, Continental Money 
and Postage Stamps, belonging to Benjamin Haines. By Geo. A. Leavitt 
& Co. New York. 

About the first of May next, the collection of E. J. Cleveland, com- 
prising Coins, Medals, Paper Money, &c. Among the various lots, number- 
ing some 1382, is a series of Army Corps badges, in silver, and a $ i.cx> 
greenback, (head of Secretary Chase,) number i, letter A. 



Reprinted from id (Copyright) Edition, A supplement to " Coins, 
Tokens and Medals of Canada," by Alfred Sandham, Author of Coins of 
Canada, Montreal Past and Present, Prince of Wales Medals, &c., Corres- 
ponding Member of the American Numismatic and Archaeological Society, 
(New York), Numismatic and Antiquarian Society (Philadelphia), and New 
England Historic-Genealogical Society (Boston). 

The supplement describes a large number of Coins and Medals addi- 
tional to those named in the first edition. It also contains fac similes of 14 
rare medals never before published. Paper covers, uncut, and may be bound 
with the original work. Price 50 cents (gold). To be procured only from 
the Author, Box 594 P. O. Montreal, Canada. 

Also, McGILL COLLEGE AND ITS MEDALS, beautifully printed 
on heavy tinted paper, with 5 pages of photographic illustrations. Price 
$2.00, gold. 

A. WILLIAMS & CO. 

Publishers, Booksellers and Importers 

135 WASHINGTON, corner of SCHOOL STREET, 

BOSTON. 

alexander williams. chas. l. damrell. 

[Established 1841.] 



EDWARD COGAN, 



DEALER IN 



Gold, Silver and Copper Coins and Medals, 

No. 408 STATE STREET, 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
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